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INTRODUCTION 


THE POSITIVE ATTITUDE OF IRAQ 
VIS-A-VIS THE NEW REGIME IN IRAN 


Since the new Iranian regime came to power, Iraq took the initiative to express 
pleasure for this success. It sent a note to the Iranian Provisional Government on 
February 13, 1979 clarifying the consistent policy of the Republic of Iraq in 
establishing firm, cordial and cooperative relations with all the peoples and countries 
neighbouring Iraq on the basis of respect of sovereignty, non-interference in internal 
affairs and respect of all legitimate aspirations of the peoples in accordance with the 
principles which they choose by their own free will. Iraq’s viewpoint on the relations 
with the Iranian people is a special one as this people is not merely a neighbouring 
people but it is also a friendly one, linked with the Arab people in general and the 
Iraqi people in particular by deep-rooted Islamic ties and common historical rela- 
tions over the centuries. This sort of tie should be a catalyst for deepening and rein- 
forcing these relations in modern times between Iraq and Iran as well as with and 
between the other Arab countries. Furthermore, Iraq views with sympathy and sup- 
port the struggle waged by this friendly and neighbouring people for freedom, 
justice, and progress, as it also feels happy and proud of this victory scored by the 
Iranian people. Iraq has always harboured goodwill for the Iranian people and look- 
ed forward to establishing stable and firm relations with the new Iran — namely rela- 
tions, based on cooperation to reinforce the common ties and serve the mutual in- 
terests of the two countries, and consolidate freedom and a just peace in this region; 
Iraq is proceeding from the principled policy of support for the striving peoples in 
their struggle to attain freedom and independence as well as of backing up all libera- 
tion movements in the world. Iraq has always been a refuge to most of the religious 
and political Iranian personalities during the Shah’s days. The President of the 
Republic of Iraq cabled the following telegram on April 5, 1979 to Khomeini: 


On the occasion of the proclamation of the Islamic Republic of Iran, I have the 
pleasure to transmit to you, in the name of the Government and people of Iraq, 
and in my own behalf, sincerest congratulations to you and to our neighbour and 
friend, the Iranian people. We wish you success, and we hope that the new 
republican regime will open wider opportunities to serve the friendly Iranian 
people in such a manner as will strengthen Iran’s role in the service of peace and 
justice in the world and forge the strongest relations of friendship and 
neighbourliness with the Arab states in general and with Iraq in particular. May 
God maintain your success. 


But Khomeini pushed deliberately the two neighbouring countries on to the path 
of enmity. He sent a reply, devoid of any compliment, which runs counter to the 
spirit of good neighbourliness. Some other Iranian circles sent a reply different from 
that of Khomeinis and these were published by the Iranian mass media in an attempt 
to mitigate the situation. 

On the occasion of the 12th anniversary of the July 17 Revolution, Presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein delivered an address in which he dwelt on the Iraqi-Iranian 
relations and stated the following: 

“We took, from the very beginning, a positive and balanced attitude towards the 
events in Iran. We backed up the Iranian peoples’ aspirations to freedom as we con- 
firmed openly and through our direct contacts with the new Iranian officials that 
Iraq is keen on establishing relations of cooperation and good neighbourliness with 
Iran based on mutual respect and non-interference in internal affairs.” The Iraqi 
Government extended an invitation to Mr. Mehdi Bazargan, the Prime Minister of 
the Iranian Provisional Government, to hold talks on bilateral relations on the basis 
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of joint cooperation. On August 2 1979 the Vice-Chairman of the Revolutionary 
Command Council of the Republic of Iraq renewed the invitation in a letter addressed 
to the Prime Minister of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran, in which he stated: 


It is my pleasure to transmit to your Excellency the warmest congratulations and 
good wishes on the advent of the blessed month of Ramadan, praying to the 
Almighty that Ramadan may bring to all Moslems prosperity and happiness and 
that He may grant us success in serving our peoples and countries. The close ties 
linking our two neighbouring Moslem countries require that we should constant- 
ly seek what may strengthen and deepen them in all areas, especially after the 
successful revolution achieved by the friendly Iranian people, to the benefit of 
both our peoples and countries. It is my utmost pleasure, therefore, to renew my 
personal invitation to your Excellency to visit Iraq. Such a visit would be a happy 
occasion for you to visit the Holy Places and for us to meet with you to discuss 
the various aspects of the relations between our countries, with a view to 
developing and deepening them. It will also be an occasion for your Excellency 
to see the achievements of our revolution in its march of struggle on both the 
country and national levels as well as the international level, particularly within 
the Non-Aligned group. While we await your Excellency’s establishment of a 
date for the visit, we look forward to welcoming you soon. Please . . . accept 
from a brother . . . the highest regard and respect. 


In two meetings which the President of the Republic of Iraq had with the Iranian 
Foreign Minister, Mr. Ibrahim Yezdi during the Non-Aligned Summit Conference in 
Havana, His Excellency the President reaffirmed the sincere efforts exerted by Iraq 
to establish relations of cooperation and good neighbourliness. The President also 
expressed his wish to hold meetings with the Iranian leaders at the highest levels in 
order to resolve the questions of relations peacefully. 

The Iraqi Minister of Foreign Affairs reaffirmed this positive trend to his Iranian 
counterpart when he met him in 1979 at the United Nations. 

When Mr. Bani Sadr became President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Iraqi 
Ambassador in Teheran paid him a visit on 20 February, 1980 to convey to him the 
greetings of the President of the Republic of Iraq on this occasion along with his best 
wishes for Mr. Bani Sadr’s success in launching the relations between the two coun- 
tries in the right direction, away from interference in domestic affairs and in such a 
manner as to reinforce mutual respect and boost ties in the framework of liberation 
and combating imperialism and its puppets. 

In the National Declaration of President Saddam Hussein on February 8, 1980, 
the good intentions of the Republic of Iraq were made quite clear. The President 
called upon the Arab Nation and the Arab countries to adopt the principle of 
refraining from the use of the armed forces in disputes which may emerge between 
them and their neighbouring countries, save in cases of self-defence to protect 
sovereignty against threats which may jeopardize the security and the essential in- 
terests of the Arab countries. 

Iraq was and still is in favour of establishing positive relations with Iran accord- 
ing to well-known principles of its Revolution. 

But Iran has constantly affirmed that it harboured ill intentions and planned for 
them deliberately in a manner which confirmed the view that some of the factions 
within the new Iranian regime had decided, from the very beginning, to render Iran 
more harmful to the Arabs, and Iraq in particular, than the deposed Shah. 

Iraq exercised self-restraint and showed patience in appreciation of the circum- 
stances through which Iran was passing and of the fact that there are those who want 
to fish in troubled water and jeopardise relations between the two neighbouring 


countries. However, despite such a positive stand on the part of Iraq, Iran’s prej- 
udices intensified with the passage of time. Iraq warned the official Iranian circles, 
through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Iraq’s Embassy in Teheran, of this ir- 
responsible behaviour and its grave consequences to the relations between the two 
countries in the long run. Yet Iraq did not receive from these circles an adequate or 
convincing reply. 


Baghdad, January 1981 


THE NEW IRANIAN REGIME AND ITS 
ATTITUDE TOWARDS IRAQ 


The behaviour and practices of the Iranian Government and the statements of 
the officials in Iran as well as their threatenings, at the highest levels, give evidence 
that Iran is operating with the same attitude as the late Shah. Iran has adopted the 
same racist-expansionist policy that the Shah manifested during the occupation of 
the three Arab islands in the Arab Gulf; the Shah’s regime occupied these islands by 
force, in collusion with the imperialist-colonialist forces, contrary to all international 
laws and conventions. The present government of Iran has also persistently in- 
terfered in the internal affairs of other countries by attempting to export what it 
terms “the Islamic Revolution” and it has threatened to use force. 

It is not a mere coincidence that Iraq was made the target of attacks by the Ira- 
nian regime, nor was it for reasons of complex present circumstances, rather it was a 
predesigned act engineered for a long time and in fact, in terms of its aims and 
methods, was tailored to those of foreign countries hostile to Arabism and Islam. 

Frankly speaking, the new Iranian regime, and in particular Khomeint’s trend, 
has embarked on a series of provocative, hostile and aggressive acts against the 
Republic of Iraq ever since its assumption of power. This hostile line has continued 
unabated until today. 

From the very beginning, the statements and attitudes of the new Iranian regime 
were accompanied by a concerted campaign of hostilities in the press and other 
media; a campaign which not only revealed a determination to inflict damage on 
Iraq and disrupt good neighbourly relations but went to the extent of threatening it 
and other member countries of the United Nations, the Non-Aligned Movement, 
and the Islamic countries. This constitutes a flagrant insult to the independence of 
these countries as well as an obvious intervention in their internal affairs. 

Below are statements made by top Iranian officials against Iraq and the 
neighbouring Arab countries: 


1. In early March 1979 Iranian newspapers published the text of an address 
made by Khomeini before a Kuwaiti popular delegation.’ In this address, 
Khomeini said the following about his departure from Iraq, “The Govern- 
ment of Iraq asked me to stop my activities because it had obligations 
towards the Government of Iran, but I did not pay attention to the request of 
the Government of Iraq...anyway I do not blame the Governments of Iraq 
and Kuwait because they were obliged to abide by their agreements.” 


2. On March 15 1980 the Teheran Broadcasting Station broadcast, in its Arabic 
service, a warning given by Khomeini in which he stated: “You my sister, the 
woman teacher! You my brother, the man teacher, beware! You my brother 
the worker, beware! You my brother the farmer, beware! Beware of the 
treacherous Ba’ath which separated the woman teacher from her husband 
and sent the husband in a certain direction and his wife in another one! You 
the Iraqi people, beware of your enemies! Revolution until victory!” 


3. Khomeini said in an address, delivered on his behalf by his son on March 21 
1980, that, “we should exert all efforts to export our revolution to other parts 
of the world. Let us abandon the idea of keeping the revolution within our 
borders!” 


4. Khomeini stated that Iran would demand the imposition of domination on 
Baghdad if Iraq persisted in its efforts to recover the three Arab Gulf islands. 
Khomeini also addressed the Iraqi people and the Moslems among the Iraqi 
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armed forces, inciting them to revolt against the Revolution and instigating 
them to overthrow the Government of Iraq. 


5. On April 18, 1980, the Teheran Broadcasting Station broadcast, in Persian, 
Khomeini’s speech in which he addressed the members of the Command of 
the General Mobilization in all Iranian towns and cities. In this speech he 
severely criticized President Saddam Hussein and requested that the army 
confront the Iraqi Ba’ath regime and topple it. Khomeini added, “that the 
Iraqi Government is not a government . . . those people do not have a Majlis. 
They are just a number of military men sitting and doing as they wish and 
they do not have any contact or ties with the people . . . They are worn-out 
elements. Saddam Hussein is planning now. He has said many things. . . he 
has said ‘we are Arabs.” Khomeini added: “all the Moslem peoples should 
know the meaning of this statement (‘we are Arabs’). This means that they do 
not want Islam. Everybody who utters this word “Arabs” must know that 
Arabs once tried to stand in the way of Islam. These people want us to revive 
the Umayyads. They want to go back to that age of Jahiliyah* in order that 
the Arab power may be the sole power with no trace of Islam whatsoever. 
These people do not believe in Islam. The Arab people know well that the 
late Ayatollah Muhsin Hakin gave his Fatwa in which he considered the Par- 
ty of these people as atheist. He said they are atheists; therefore this Group is 
atheist according to the Fatwa of Ayatollah Hakim. If the Arab people want 
to work for God and Islam they should oppose these people . . .” Khomeini 
wondered, “will this Iraqi army whose forces are Moslem Shi’ites and Sunnis 
rise to raise its voice in Arabism for Islam’s sake?”, “As for Islam it contains 
Arabs and non-Arabs”, he added. “The Iraqi Ba’ath combats Islam and the 
noble Iraqi people must save themselves from the claws of these fingers (sic) 
just as the Iranian army understood that the deposed Shah was against Islam 
and joined the people and took part in its Islamic Revolution, so the Iraqi 
army should also rise. The war which the Ba’ath wants to wage is the war 
against Islam. Shall the Iraqi army consent to combat Islam? Will it consent 
‘to directing its bayonets against the Quran? These bayonets. are being 
directed towards the Quran. Duty calls upon the Iraqi army and the Iraqi 
people to leave this non-Islamic party and this non-Islamic clique. You Iraqi 
army, join your people as the Iranians did. You are accountable to God and 
you have no excuse for fighting against the Iraqi people and Iran of Islam 
(sic.). This fighting is a fighting against the Prophet. Does the Iraqi army 
agree to fight the Quran and the Messenger of God? Iran today is the country 
of the Messenger of God. Its revolution is Islamic, its Government and its 
laws are Islamic. We want to establish an Islamic state. We want to have the 
Arabs, the Persians, the Turks and other nationalities under the banner of 
Islam. Why do the tribes of Iraq (sic) keep silent while witnessing this 
Ba’athist clique mass murdering the youths of Iraq in dungeons (sic)? Why is 
the Iraqi army still silent and backing up those who are against Islam and the 
Quran?! Doesn’t the Iraqi army know that it is fighting for atheism’s sake in 
a war against Islam? Does this army know the consequences of this act? Does 
it not know that in case of the outbreak of hostilities against Iran, Iran will 
crush it? The Iranian army will be on the march toward Baghdad, to support 
the Iraqi people and overthrow the Government there. But the Iranian army 
is working for Islam.” 


*Pre-Islamic. 


6. 


10. 


On April 19, 1980 the Jumhuri Islami newspaper of Teheran published Kho- 
meini’s statements in which he said: “The Iraqi people should liberate 
themselves from the claws of the enemy. It should also topple this non- 
Islamic Party in Iraq.” 


. On March 23, 1980 Khomeini issued a statement im which he said: “the 


Islamic peoples, especially the noble Iraqi people, the tribes of the Tigris, the 
Euphrates and the faithful youth of the universities and other dear youths in 
Iraq are suffering grave calamities befalling Islam and the offspring of the 
Messenger of God. They are offering the accused Ba’ath Party the oppor- 
tunity to kill the best of them one after the other. What is more amazing is 
that the Iraqi army and the rest of the Iraqi regular forces are in the grip of 
these criminals helping them to destroy Islam and the glorious Quran. I 
abandoned all hope from the senior officers but I did not abandon hope 
from the junior officers and non-commissioned officers and soldiers. I pinned 
all hope on them that either they rebel as heroes to destroy the foundations 
of the regime of tyranny as it happened in Iran or they leave their camps in 
order not to bear the shame of the Ba’athist tyranny. And I still hope that the 
workers and the officials of the tyrannic government of Ba’ath will join 
hands with the Iraqi people to remove this shame from Iraq. I pray to 
Almighty God to put an end to the despotic puppets!” 


. On April 28 1980 Khomeini sent a letter to Bani Sadr, the President of the 


Iranian regime, in which he said, “all the organizations, groups and inter- 
national committees have been formed according to the desire of the power- 
ful to practice hegemony on the weak and to suck the blood of the destitute 
in the world. We are observing what they have planned for our oppressed 
people under the pretext of saving the spies: the Government of the tyrannic 
Iraqi Ba’ath is practising aggression, by order from America, against Iran 
but we did not hear that these committees and organizations protested.” 


. The statements made by Bani Sadr, President of the Iranian Islamic Republic 


to the A/-Nahar Al-Arabi wal Dawli journal in its issue No. 151 on March 24, 
1980 in which he stated that Iran would not evacuate or return the three Arab 
islands and that as far as Iran was concerned, the Arab countries of Abu 
Dhabi, Qatar, Oman, Dubai, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are not independent 
countries. 


On March 11, 1980 the Reuter News Agency gave a news item to the effect 
that President Bani Sadr stated, in his capacity as President and General 
Commander of the Armed Forces, that Baghdad’s Government had sent, on 
three occasions, delegates in order to hold negotiations on the disputed issues 
between the two peoples. He said that he had informed these delegates that 
he would never work in the interest of the Iraqi Government against the in- 
terest of the Iraqi people! 


. On April 11, 1980 the Washington Post reporter in Teheran reported Bani 


Sadr’s statement to a big rally at Teheran University, following a march 
against Iraq, in which he called upon the Iraqi armed forces to “dissent and 
follow the Iranian revolution under the leadership of Ayatollah Ruhollah 
Khomeini, the most powerful leader of the world.” 


. It was reported from Riyadh on April 19, 1980 that the head of the Iranian 


regime, Abul Hassan Bani Sadr, reaffirmed that Iran would continue to oc- 
cupy the three Islands occupied by the former Shah in 1971 in the Gulf area: 
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Greater Tumb, Lesser Tumb and Abou Moussa. He also stated that this mat- 
ter is neither Iranian nor Arab. Our aim is to unify all the Islamic world.” 


To a question put by the Khalij newspaper on May 1, 1980 in which the 
newspaper asked Bani Sadr “Don’t you think that it will be an interference in 
Iraq’s domestic affairs to go to Baghdad to liberate the Iraqi people, accord- 
ing to the statement given by Khomeini regarding the persistence of Iraq in 
practicing aggressions against the Iraqi people and continuing aggression 
against Iran?” In his answer Bani Sadr said, “that is not regarded as an in- 
terference in the domestic affairs of Iraq because we consider the Islamic na- 
tion as one and the Imam is the religious leader for us and as well as for Iraq 
and for all Islamic peoples and he feels he is responsible for Iraq as well as 
Iran. It is only when interference is in the interest of Iranian people but 
against the Iraqi people that it will be interference in domestic affairs.” 


On August 4, 1980, the Reuter News Agency reported the statement of the 
President of Iran on the Zionist entity’s declaration on Jerusalem as the 
capital of this entity. Bani Sadr seized this opportunity to call for the over- 
throw of the Ba’ath regime in Iraq. 


The /ttila’at newspaper of Teheran reported a statement given by Dr. Sadiq 
Tabtabai, the Iranian Deputy Minister of Internal Affairs , in which he said 
“the triumph of the Islamic Revolution in Iran caused the emergence of a 
peoples’ movement against the regime, especially among Iraqi Shiites, who 
form the majority of the people of Iraq...following the triumph of the Ira- 
nian Revolution a certain feeling emerged on the part of the Iraqi people that 
it should resist authority. Measures taken recently by Imam Bagqir Al-Sadr 
led the Shi’ites to work and struggle against the Government.” Tabtabai con- 
tinued, “according to the Algiers Accord, Iraq and Iran agreed that Iraq 
would not provide any aid to the opposing elements in Iran which benefited 
from the Iraqi mass media. On the other hand the Shah promised to stop all 
aid granted to the Barazanis and their head, Mulla Mustapha, and not to 
provide them withany opportunity to benefit from Iran in their acts against 
Iraq. The Iranian Government stopped Kurdish moves against Iraq.” The 
Iranian official went on to say, “the question has now changed as the Iranian 
Central Government does not abide by this Agreement.” 


Iran’s Foreign Minister Qotob Zada said on April-8, 1980 that “Aden and 
Baghdad belong to us.” 


On.9 April 1980 Qotob Zada stated that his Government has “decided to 
overthrow the Iraqi Government.” 


On April 15, 1980 Radio Teheran, in its Persian program, spoke of a note 
which Qotob Zada had sent to Dr. Kurt Waldheim in which he outlined, “the 
plots and crimes committed by the Ba’ath regime in Iraq.” He added, “the 
Iraqi regime oppresses our Moslem people in Iraq of all denominations. 
Hardly a day passes without new massacres being committed against the Iraqi 
people; this is at a time when the UN. does not know anything about such 
massacres .. . In the North barbaric massacres are committed while in the 
South Shiite citizens are killed.” 


On April 17, 1980 Qotob Zada, in his statements to the Millet newspaper 
published in Ankara, turned down the call made by Bulent Ecevit to Mr. 
Yasser Arafat to mediate between Iraq and Iran saying, “There is no way out 
of this question except toppling the regime in Iraq.” 
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In a statement broadcast over the Iranian Radio on April 23, 1980, Qotob 
Zada confirmed, “the people of Iran ought to help the people of Iraq who 
suffer from suppression under the criminal regime in Iraq.” Qotob Zada said 
that he “will not be content unless the regime of Saddam Hussein is toppled.” 


On April 24, 1980 the French News Agency quoting from Teheran Radio 
said, “Qotob Zada stated today on the possibility of mining the Iranian Ports 
or blockading the Gulf: “Iran is prepared to close the Gulf outlet . . . we shall 
close the Gulf entrance at any cost and by any means.” 


In a Press Conference held on April 28, 1980 in the Headquarters of the 
Higher Shi’ite Council in Hazimiya, a suburb of Beirut, Qotob Zada said, 
“we believe that the regime in Iraq is a criminal regime against the people of 
Iraq and we support the people of Iraq to get rid of this criminal regime. If 
President Saddam Hussein is not in hell now then he shall be there soon.” 
Asked if the two countries are close to war, he said, “it is not war until now 
but maybe this will take place.” 


On April 30, 1980 Radio Monte Carlo said that Qotob Zada denied the 
Arabs the right to recover the islands of Greater Tumb, Lesser Tumb and 
Abu Mousa in the Gulf because, “all the Gulf States historically are part of 
the Iranian lands.” 


On May 1, 1980 Qotob Zada, the Foreign Minister of the Iranian regime, 
held a press conference in Abu Dhabi while on a visit to a number of Arab 
countries. To a question on the ownership of the three Arab Islands, Qotob 
Zada said “we consider that any part of the land of Islam belongs to all 
Moslems and that the land of Islam is the property of God.” Then he added, 
“we do not accept the aggressive nationalism which is being practised by 
some aggressors such as the Ba’ath of Iraq. On the fuss we hear on who owns 
these islands, I believe such things have no aim but to destroy us, especially 
by those who call themselves Arabs, while in fact they direct their knives at 
the backs of Arabs . . . we say the Government of Iraq is still in collusion 
with the Israeli Government and has been since 1975 . . . they are agents of 
imperialism and zionism and create differences between our brothers here” 
(meaning in the Arab Gulf region). 

To a question put to Qotob Zada on whether there is mediation between 
Iran and Iraq, he replied, “there is no mediation . . . no, we do not accept any 
mediation or dialogue with this criminal regime . . . it must disappear and the 
peoples of Iraq want to topple their Government.” 


On May 3, 1980, Radio Teheran broadcast, in its Persian language service, 
that Qotob Zada announced that “Iran refuses to hold official talks with the 
Ba’ath regime in Iraq.” He added “we shall not come to terms with them” and 
that *the Ba’ath regime practises oppression against the Moslem people in 
Iraq.” 


Following a meeting held on April 7, 1980 with Khomeini, Bani Sadr — Presi- 
dent of the Iranian Islamic Republic and Commander of the Iranian land 
forces— said, “Iraq is Persian.” 


The Kaihan newspaper on October 2,. 1979 quoted a statement made by Abu 
Sharef, Commander of the Islamic Revolutionary Guards in which he con- 
firmed: “The Islamic Revolutionary Guards are determined to continue their 
struggle until there is a full liberation of Palestine, Lebanon, Afghanistan, 
Eritrea, the Philippines, Iraq and all the oppressed people.” 


28. Sadiq Rouhani - a leader of the Conservative Religious Wing - said in Qum 
on April 18, 1980, “Iran may claim Bahrain again if Iraq continues claiming 
the three islands in the Gulf, i.e. Abu Mousa, Greater Tumb and Lesser 
Tumb which were occupied by the Iranian army in 1971.” Rouhani added 
“the Shah’s Parliament which abandoned Iran’s claim to Bahrain in 1970 was 
an illegal Parliament.” 


29. Ittila’at, in its issue dated June 27, 1979 published the statements made by 
Ghulam Ridha Ridhwani (Khomeini’s representative) in which he said, 
“Shiites in Iraq show indignation at the Ba’ath Government and they sup- 
port the Islamic Government in Iran.” 


30. On the morning of April 23, 1980 a statement was made by Mohammed 
Sherazi in which he stated, “we call on the entire Nation west and east of the 
globe to the religious duty of opposing this oppressive Ba’athist clique by all 
forms of resistance until it falls: 


First: Joining the armed Islamic factions which are receiving military training 
as the Almighty said: 


“And make ready for them whatever force you can, and horses tied at the 
frontier, to frighten thereby the enemy of Allah and your enemy, and others 
besides them, .. .” 


Second: Distributing circulars, delivering speeches, publishing books and 
giving information by radio, television, wall slogans etc. to expose these 
traitors, uncover their links with imperialism and world zionism and 
publicize their tyrannic acts to the people and corruption of the country. 


Third: Arming the Iraqi people with all types of arms, both light and heavy, 
to enable them to rise in the face of Aflaq’s despotic renegades and his gangs. 
Everyone who is able to contribute by giving money to enable the Moslem 
Moujahideen in Iraq to purchase arms should do so even if it were from the 
share of the Imam himself. It is also a bound duty that the respected Iraqis 
should do whatever they can on their own “Draw a good omen from the feal- 
ty you swore...” 


Fourth: Boycotting everything connected directly or indirectly with the 
Ba’ath, using all forms of boycott. The Ba’ath is about to fall and has gone 
stark mad and it commits all crimes and everybody notices.” 


The Iranian regime affirmed from the very beginning that it is resolved to inter- 
fere in the domestic affairs of Iraq and to continue undermining the relations between 
the two neighbouring countries. Khomeini continued stirring up grudges and feuds in 
an address, given by him, on October 28, 1980 to the members of Majlis when they 
visited him in which he stated, “what incited Saddam to do this, and then he goes here 
and there begging the others, saying come on reconciliate between us . . . how shall we 
accept reconciliation? With whom shall we reconciliate? This is similar to asking the 
Messenger of Islam to reconciliate with Abu Jahl. There -will be no reconciliation in 
this affair. This is our answer to the Iraqi people, governed by force over these years 
by this regime which has killed huge numbers of youths, leaving others maimed. A 
great number of clergymen fell martyr. Shall we, the men who consider ourselves 
Moslems, hold talks with them on the basis of reconciliation? What is our answer 
before God, the Prophets, the Angels and the destitute of the world?! How shall we 
answer the Iraqi people when we receive a petition from Kerbala asking us to recon- 
ciliate? How are you going to reconciliate with those who killed our clergymen and im- 
prisoned our intellectuals?! 
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“The matter here is that of a mission and not a matter of whims .. . Our conflict 
is about Islam. We state here that there is a certain personality who considers Islam 
against his own Party, and his Islam is the Islam of Aflaq, and it is worse than the 
Islam of Carter .. . How could we reconciliate with him? There is no reconciliation 
with these Iraqi Ba’athists because our aim is Islam and their aim runs‘counter to 
Islam, and Islam cannot agree with those who are against Islam.” 
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ATTACKS AGAINST DIPLOMATIC, CONSULAR, 
CULTURAL AND COMMERCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
OF IRAQ IN IRAN 


A. The Embassy of the Republic of Iraq in Teheran was attacked and threatened by 
occupation and gutting. Hundreds of demonstrations against Iraq were deliberately 
prepared under the nose of the Iranian authorities. Each time demonstrators rallied 
in the street opposite the Embassy raising anti-Iraqi slogans, burning photographs of 
the President of the Republic of Iraq and shouting “death to Iraqi leaders and the 
Arab Ba’ath Socialist Party”. The demonstrators chanted “victory” to what they call- 
ed the Islamic Revolution in Iraq. When a group of citizens wished to take part in 
any rally i in the street where the Iraqi Embassy is located, they would stop for a few 
minutes in front of the Embassy in order to utter insults against Iraq before walking 
on. Since Khomeini took power, the Embassy personnel has been under a daily wave 
of insults, humiliation and chasing by elements of the Islamic Republic Party and by 
the so-called “returnees” (Iranians who were returned to their country at certain in- 
tervals because they had infringed on Iraqi security and economy). The Iraqi 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs submitted a note of protest against these hostile acts on 
December 5, 1979 under No. 5/1/13/16180, in which the Ministry asked the Iranian 
authorities to put an end to such aggressions and provocations. The outer walls of 
the Embassy turned into a thick jungle of anti-Iraqi slogans and mean words of in- 
sult. The Embassy walls were repainted four times to block out these slogans. 
However, this did not make much difference, as the Iranian authorities did not take 
any measures to prevent these acts which obviously ran counter to standard 
diplomatic practices. The Embassy walls were filled, again and again, with anti-Iraqi 
slogans. The Iraqi Ambassador, himself, received telephone calls and other threats 
as well as public attacks in the Jumhuri Islami newspaper and Shaheed magazine — 
they described the Ambassador as the head of a gang practicing acts of assassination 
in Iran and claimed that he had a record full of crimes, let alone other fabrications 
contrary to all international norms and agreements; they also advanced blatant lies, 
their aim being to incite the people to assassinate the Ambassador and attack the 
Embassy and further worsen the Iraqi-Iranian relations. The Iraqi Embassy in 
Teheran used to approach the Iranian Foreign Ministry continously to protest 
against these provocations and behaviours and stop them. But the appropriate Ira- 
nian authorities did not take any measures to put an end to these violations. 

The Iranian mass media, particularly the newspaper of the Islamic Jumhuri Party, 
which controls the Revolutionary Council and all Ministries, played a leading role in 
the anti-Iraqi campaign. This Party in Iran leads the organisations of the so-called 
“Da’wa Party” in Iraq, which has an Iranian leadership and which is entrusted to 
undertake acts of sabotage and assassination inside Iraq with the guidance of the Ira- 
nian broadcasting station in its Arabic service program. These hostile programs were 
openly directed from Teheran and Qum. 

Iraq, keen to prevent the further deterioration of relations between the two 
countries, made several official contacts among which were the following: 


1. On March 6, 1979 the Iraqi Embassy in Teheran approached the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry. 


2. In April 1979 the Iraqi Ambassador in Teheran met with the Deputy Prime 
Minister for Information and Public Relations. 
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3. On May 5, 1979 the Iraqi Foreign Ministry summoned the Iranian Ambassador 
in Baghdad. 


4. On May 14, 1979, the Iraqi Ambassador in Teheran visited the Iranian Foreign 
Ministry. 


5. On May 16, 1979 the Iraqi Minister of State for Foreign Affairs received the Ira- 
nian Ambassador in Baghdad. 


6. On May 28, 1979 the Iraqi Ambassador in Teheran met with the Iranian Prime 
Minister. 


7. On August 9, 1979 the Iraqi Foreign Ministry summoned the Iranian Am- 
bassador in Baghdad. 


8. On August 9, 1979 the Iraqi Ambassador in Teheran met with the Iranian 
Foreign Minister. He also visited the Counsellor at the Iranian Foreign Ministry. 


9. On August 19, 1979 the Iraqi Embassy in Teheran delivered an official note to 
the Iranian Foreign Ministry. 


B. The Iraqi Consulate General in Muhamara (Khorramshahr) was subjected to a 
most harsh aggression when it was attacked several times on October 11, 1979, 

October 26, 1979, November 1, 1979 and November 7, 1979. The doors and win- 
dows of the Consulate were smashed. The pro-Khomeini ageressors attacked the 
Consulate officials, its guards and records — all of this was to create excuses to close 
the Consulate. This actually took place when the Iranian authorities asked the 
Government of Iraq on October 7, 1979 to close its two Consulates in Kermanshah 
and Muhamara (Khorramshahr) within three months. In return, Iran would close its 
two Consulates in Basrah and Kerbala. On November 1, 1979 the Iranian authorities 
allowed an attack on the Iraqi Consulate in Muhamara during which the Iraqi flag, 
as well as the photographs of the President of the Republic, was lowered and torn 

and the diplomatic pouch was taken. Consequently the Iraqi Foreign Ministry in its 
Note No. 5/1/13/16180 dated December 5, 1979 protested these acts. However, on 
January 11, 1980 the Iranian authorities deported the Consulate employees even 
before the expiration of the specified period. These employees were brutally beaten 
and the Consulate doors were sealed with red wax. Following this, Iraq ordered the 
closure of Iran’s Consulates in Basrah and Kerbala. 


C. The Iranian authorities practiced barbaric methods against the Iraqi schools 
in Iran. They refused to renew the residence permits for the Iraqi teachers in these 
schools. The “revolutionary guards” stormed these schools and tore the Iraqi flag 
and photographs of the President of the Republic, and they attacked the students 
and teachers. They wrote anti-Iraq slogons on the walls of these schools. Iraq of- 
ficially protested these acts in Notes Nos. 5/1/13/15843, 5/1/13/15904, 2/8/1613, 
5/1/13/16180 dated November 27, 1979, November 28, 1979, December 1, 1979 and 
December 5, 1979 respectively. But the Iranian authorities closed all the Iraqi schools 
except that in Teheran. THey also deported the teachers, preventing them from tak- 
ing their personal luggage. Some of the teachers had been arrested and interrogated 
in the Headquarters of the Guards. They were released only when Iraq demanded 
their release within 48 hours. The closure of the Iranian schools in Iraq came as a 
reciprocal measure. It is worth mentioning that the Iranian authorities fabricated 
various accusations against the Iraqi schools and its employees, such as accusing 
them of making bombs. The Iranian authorities resorted to such groundless accusa- 
tions in order to find pretexts to close these schools. 
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D. The Iraqi Airways office and its personnel in Teheran did not escape from acts of 
encroachment and provocations. This prompted Iraq to protest against such hostile 
acts in its Note No. 5/1/13/15843 dated November 27, 1979. 


E. The Iranian authorities maltreated and detained many Iraqi citizens in Iran. A 
number of the Iraqi community in Arabistan were arrested on October 8, 1979, 
November 3, 1979 and December 27, 1979. They even went to the extent of 
penetrating Iraqi lands when the Iraqi private contractor Hamdan Khalaf, his part- 
ner, and son were kidnapped. Iraq protested this act in its Note No. 5/1/7/8131 
dated May 29, 1980. 

The attacks by the Khomeini authorities against Iraq were not confined to Iran 
alone. The Iranian power centers, including the Presidency, presisted in their efforts 
to attack Iraq inside its territories. The Iranian mass news media was directed to 
instigate the commission of acts of sabotage and terrorism inside Iraq by supporters 
of the so called al-Da’wa Party, which is an agent Party established in Qum under 
the auspices of Khomeini. The Iranian broadcasting stations from Teheran, Kerman- 
shah, Qasr Shireen, Abadan, and Ahwaz started to call for killing Iraqi officials, 
sabotaging factories, roads, economic installations, and carrying out an armed 
rebellion against the Government of Iraq. At the same time, those who called 
themselves ayatollahs began to release ‘Fatwas’ to justify these hostile acts. 

The hostile attitude of the Iranian regime towards Iraq became quite apparent as 
is evidenced in the following events: 


1. The Friday speeches in particular, broadcast over the Teheran radio, contained a 
special chapter on Iraq. In these speeches the speaker, talking in Arabic, attacks 
the Arab Ba’ath Socialist Party and the President of the Republic. 


2. Besieging the Embassy and other Iraqi establishments in Iran, staging demon- 
strations in front of the Embassy and harassing its employees, as we explained 
earlier. 


3. Issuing leaflets and posters against the Ba’ath Party and urging a Revolution in 
Iraq. 


4. Giving mass media and press support to hostile elements and plotters. Also 
publishing the statements of the so-called “Iraqi Da’wa Party,” the “Iraqi Labour 
Organisation,” the “Group of Iraqi Religous Militants,” and the “Iraqi 
Destitutes.” These organisations are in fact affiliated to the Da’wa Party which 
has made Qum its headquarters. 


5. Accusing Iraq of siding with elements opposing the Iranian regime. If for exam- 
ple a bomb explodes in Baluchistan or Arabistan or Kurdistan or Azerbeijan, 
then Iraq is accused. If a weapon is found anywhere in Iran, it is said that Iraq 
sent It. 


6. Accusing Iraq of siding with Savak and the deposed Shah. 


7. Accusing Iraq of friendship with the United States, Sadat, the Shah and 
Menachem Begin. 


8. Propagating vicious and groundless news such as Brzezinski’s* visit to Iraq and 
his alleged meeting with the President on the Iraqi-Jordanian borders and the 
alleged conclusion of an Iraqi-United States agreement on security cooperation 
in the Gulf region. 


*National Security Advisor for President Jimmy Carter, of the United States. 
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11. 


12. 


. Concocting news on clashes between the Iraqi army and the Iranian army and 


Khomeini guards as well as exagerating border incidents and acts of infiltration 
and smuggling. However, facts prove that Iran was always the first to launch 
aggression. 


. Calling for collecting donations to the so-called “Islamic revolutionaries and the 


Islamic revolution in Iraq.” 


Issuing “Fatwas” by the turbaned ayatollahs, including Khomeini, in which they 
flagrantly call for killing Ba’athists, describing this as legitimate. 


Sending large amounts of money, bombs and arms, including silenced automatic 
weapons (internationally prohibited), for the purpose of sabotage and assassina- 
tion inside Iraq, killing clergymen, destroying mosques and places of worship 
with a view to creating dissention and terrorising innocent people. 


The most ferocious result of such vicious acts was when a criminal of Iranian 


origin hurled a bomb at a student gathering at Mustansiriyah University in Baghdad 
on April 1, 1980, in an attempt on the life of the Deputy Prime Minister. This 
cowardly act resulted in a number of innocent casualties, who were joined by more 
in the funeral procession on April 5, 1980. A bomb was hurled at the procession 
from the Iranian school, under the supervision of the Iranian Cultural Attaché in 
Baghdad, who was arrested in the said school immediately following this criminal 
act. In another operation an attempt was made on the life of the Minister of Culture 
and Information on 12 April 1980. 
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IRANIAN VIOLATIONS OF 
GOOD NEIGHBOURLY RELATIONS 


Iran, with the aggressive statements of different Iranian officials and the pro- 
vocative mass media campaign against Iraq, persisted in adopting the various prac- 
tices which mirror its will and determination to ignore all rules of good neighbourly 
relations with Iraq. 

The Iranian authorities violated, at an early date, the provisions of the 1975 
Algiers Accord, when they invited the leadership of the collaborating insurgents 
from the United States to Iran. Al-Barazani the agent with his entourage were 
preparing themselves to come to Iran to resume their hostile activities against Iraq, 
but he died in America and his sons Mas’ud and Idris came, at the time, and took Iran 
as a spring-board for threatening Iraq and its national integrity, openly supported by 
the Iranian authorities who also gave shelter to Jalal al-Talabani and his clique and 
other fugitive, condemned and sentenced Iraqis took Iran as base for their activities 
against the security and sovereignty of Iraq. 

The Iranian authorities provided all these people with all material and technical 
aid and facilities such as broadcasting etc. and opened the borders to facilitate in- 
filtrators to practice sabotage and subversive acts. These authorities hampered the 
return of the Kurdish expatriates to Iraq following the pardon decree taken by the 
Revolutionary Command Council. The Iranian authorities confiscated the proper- 
ties of the two returning expatriates Sabir and Numan, the sons of Mustapha 
Barazani, and a number of Barazani families. The Iranian authorities were ap- 
proached in this regard but to no avail. 

Interference in the domestic affairs of Iraq on the part of Iran has been achieved 
by forming some organisations of what is called the “Da’wa Party” which leads the 
sabotage and subversive acts from Iran and from Qum town in particular. The Ira- 
nian rulers do not deny their protection of and support to this party through all 
measures. This organisation has been in charge of instigating communal and 
religious troubles together with sabotage and subversive acts and assassinations at- 
tempted on the officials and citizens and even clergymen themselves. 

Besides these practices designed to infringe on Iraq, its sovereignty and good 
neighbourliness, the eastern Iraqi borders and the Iraqi air space have seen ever in- 
creasing violations and aggressions to the extent that the Iranian air force violated 
the air space and bombed the outposts and the border villages and territories. In ad- 
dition to these infiltrations, kidnappings, sabotage and attacks on police patrols and 
border guards were practiced inside Iraqi territories as well as violations of the Iraqi 
territorial waters and attacks on Iraqi and foreign vessels. 

It is also worth mentioning that these violations began early. The appropriate 
Iraqi authorities started to record all the violations since February 23, 1979 in notes 
communicated to the Iranian Government to make it aware of its responsibilities and 
the ensuing consequences and request it to put an end to all such violations. The 
number of violations amounted to 544 since that date up to September 22, 1980. 

The number of the notes in this respect amounts to 147. All these facts confirm 
the patience shown by Iraq from the very beginning in notifying the Iranian 
authorities through these notes and through the meetings with the Iranian Am- 
bassador in Baghdad besides the other meetings held by the Iraqi Ambassador in 
Teheran and they confirm the seriousness of the practices and acts whose respon- 
sibilities lie on Iranian shoulders, and which reflect on the prospects of good 
neighbourly relations between the two countries. The Republic of Iraq has always 
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reaffirmed its interest and belief that relations with Iran ought to be good, pro- 
ceeding from the consistent Iraqi policy of non-interference in other countries’ 
domestic affairs and refusal of any interference in its own. 

But Iran pursued a policy of ignoring, in a deliberate way, all ties of good 
neighbourliness in words and deeds. The /tila’at newspaper published a statement on 
June 19, 1979 given by Sadiq Tabtabai, the official spokesman of the Iranian 
Government, in which he stated that Iraq and Iran had agreed, according to the 
Algiers Accord, that Iraq would not give aid to Iran’s enemies who might benefit 
from Iraqi mass media against the Iranian regime. The Shah, in return, undertook to 
stop all aid and facilities granted to the Barazanis and their head, Mulla Mustapha, 
and to deny the Kurds any opportunity to benefit from Iran in their activities against 
Iraq. The Iranian official confirmed in his statement: 


The question has changed now since the Iranian Central Government does not 
abide by this Accord. 


The Iranian violations revealed their schemes to aggravate the tension to a 
serious degree. The number of violations amounted to 193 in the period between 
June and September, in a manner they disclosed that there were military and 
political plans to occupy Iraqi territories and intentions to bring about a political 
change in Iraq. They were also based on the generally hostile conduct of Iran 
towards Iraq. 

On September 4, 1980 hostilities against Iraq were more intense and of a wider 
scope. The Iranian army shelled the towns of Khanaqeen, Mendeli, Zarbatiya and 
Naft Khana using heavy artillery (175 mm) thereby bringing about heavy casualties 
in both properties and persons. The Iranians shelled the densely populated Iraqi 
towns and villages from the Zain-al-Qaws area which was occupied by the Iranians 
who persisted in taking this area in spite of all the evidence that Zain-al-Qaws is an 
Iraqi area according to the provisions of the Treaty of International Frontiers and 
Good Neighbourliness of 1975. Thus on September 7, 1980 the Iranian Charge d’Af- 
faires in Baghdad was summoned to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and handed a 
note about the violations by the Iranian armed forces and their occupation of some 
Iraqi territories beyond the international borders of the Republic of Iraq, one of 
which is Zain-al-Qaws for instance. This happened as a contravention to the provi- 
sions of the Treaty of International Frontiers and Good Neighbourliness, concluded 
between the two countries in 1975. The Iraqi notes also requested Iran to put an end 
to these violations immediately and to withdraw their military units from the Iraqi 
territories. 

The Republic of Iraq was obliged to practice its legitimate right to self-defense to 
displace the Iranian occupation forces from the Zain-al-Qaws area and to protect 
Iraqi towns and villages from Iranian shelling. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq summoned the Iranian 
Charge d’Affaires once again on September 8, 1980 and handed him a note about 
this. The Government of the Republic of Iraq expressed its hope that Iran would 
return the rest of the Iraqi territories which it had occupied in order to avoid a wider 
confrontation between the two countries. This was a breach of the Treaty of Interna- 
tional Frontiers and Good Neighbourliness of 1975. 

But the days following that date witnessed an escalation in the activities of the 
Iranian armed forces on Iraqi soil. This led the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Republic of Iraq once again to summon the Iranian Chargé d’Affaires on September 
11, 1980 and to hand him a note which urged the Iranian leadership to check into the 
violations committed by the Iranian military forces on Iraqi territories, by asking the 
authorities responsible for borders and agreements in order for the Iranian leader- 
ship’s behaviour to be based on something actual and not illusionary. The note af- 
firms the seriousness of shelling Iraqi towns and villages, as it held the Iranian rulers 
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responsible for these acts before God, the Iranian peoples and world public opinion. 
The note also affirms that Iraq has no covetous aims on Iranian territories. Iraq ex- 
erted all efforts to contain the deterioration and keep it within the scope of recover- 
ing Iraqi territories, clearly mentioned in the Accord of 1975, by which Iran has 
refused to abide. 

Iraq officially declared that it seeks peace and stability in the region and that it 
does not intend to escalate tension with Iran or to go into war with it. Iraq also has 
no territorial claims on Iran’s lands. However, Iraq must reply to any encroachment 
or aggression which may be committed against its lands and citizens, in accordance 
with the right of legitimate self-defense, acknowledged by international law. All ef- 
forts exerted by Iraq through various diplomatic and political channels to stop ag- 
gressions committed against it and oblige Iran to respect the agreements and rights 
incumbent upon it were to no avail. Iran took a very serious attitude when it 
deployed its armed forces, declared mobilisation, closed its air space, and threatened 
navigation in the Shatt-al-Arab— affirming by such measures its resolute stand to 
wage a war of wide scope against Iraq, expressing in all these acts a virtual abroga- 
tion of The Treaty of International Frontiers and Good Neighbourliness concluded 
between the two countries on March 6th, 1975, following all the violations and en- 
croachments practiced on it on the part of the Khomeini regime since he assumed 
power. Iraq was therefore left with no other choice than to consider, on its part, the 
agreement as terminated. This position was adopted on September 17, 1980 

Iran’s persistence in its war hostilities against Iraq by various military units 
necessitated Iraq’s taking of measures of legitimate self-defense along the border 
areas which had been taken by the Iranian army as a springboard against Iraqi ter- 
ritories and institutions as well as Iraqi citizens. These measures were taken in depth 
according to legitimate self-defense measures and will continue until Iran stops 
hostilities, acknowledges the complete rights of Iraq, and respects the absolute 
sovereignty of Iraq over its territories and territorial waters. 

Iraq expressed its complete response to any effort which may lead to that and to 
a durable peace and stability in this vital area of the world on the basis of mutual 
respect and non-interference in the domestic affairs between Iran on one hand and 
Iraq and the other Arab countries on the other. 


(1) See Annexes 
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF THE 
IRAQI-IRANIAN FRONTIER RELATIONS 


The present conflict between Iraq and Iran should be placed in its correct 
perspective, as this is the only way to ensure a final and permanent solution. The 
problem of the frontier relations between Iraq and Iran is not new. It goes back to 
over 460 years of history. It is also not simple, as it is not a mere secondary border 
problem nor is it a minor difference regarding navigational rights. The problem in 
fact is much deeper than that. 

Historically, it is established that, since 1520, 18 treaties have been concluded by 
the “Persian State” and its western neighbours on its relations therewith, including 
the question of borders, only to be terminated by the said State, whether by word or 
deed. This historical fact supports the conclusion that the policies and practices of 
the various successive Iranian regimes, regardless of their structure or ideology, 
clearly represent the policy of territorial expansionism. Those policies and practices 
have always taken the same pattern: first an allegation, then a denial of legal obliga- 
tions, to be followed by the conclusion of a new agreement which secures territorial 
gains for Iran, then the same sequence is repeated. 
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A GLIMPSE OF IRAQ-IRAN 
BORDER HISTORY 


A. The Ottoman Rule 


The border relations between the Ottoman State and the Safawi State in Iran 
were characterized by continued conflict and war. The Safawi State and the suc- 
cessive ruling families used to encroach on the borders of the Ottoman State and ter- 
ritories belonging to it so as to obtain territorial gains. The Safawi State so often 
used to interfere in the affairs of the Ottoman State in some areas by inciting rebels 
and helping them against the Ottoman reign in order to weaken it and occupy those 
areas and annexing them to its own territory whenever it saw that the opportunity 
was suitable. In the midst of this continued conflict, the Ottoman State used to 
repulse the attempts of the Safawi State and oblige it to stop its aggression. As a 
result of this aggression, sixteen treaties were concluded between the two States with 
a view to concluding peace and proclaiming a state of peace and friendship. This 
great number of treaties no doubt reveals the trend of the Persian policy in occupa- 
tion and. expansion. As soon as they saw the opportunity, the Iranian rulers hastened 
to abrogate the Agreement in force; this was followed by a new war on the part of 
the Ottomans who were defending their legitimate rights. After each war, a new treaty 
was concluded. 

The first treaty between the two States was concluded in 1520 following the 
occupation by Iran of some Ottoman territories and the annexation of them to its 
State; they were later liberated by the Ottoman Sultan Selim I. This treaty was 
followed by other treaties which we briefly review here: 

In 1639 the Treaty of Zohab or Treaty of Murad IV was concluded after the said 
Ottoman Sultan recovered Baghdad from the Persians. That Treaty was the most ex- 
plicit international treaty, until that date, in describing the frontiers between the two 
countries. According to the Treaty, Iran recognised that Iraq was part of the Ot- 
toman State. 

The Treaty concerned the sites and towns disputed between the two sides, and 
Iran recognised their ownership by the Ottoman State. In fact this Treaty is the 
corner-stone in the fixing of frontiers between the two countries, as the description 
of frontiers in it does not differ much from the existing description. In 1746 the Trea- 
ty of Kurdan was concluded between the two States; it confirmed the Treaty of 1639 
and considered it binding on the two countries as the frontiers are the same as outlin- 
ed in the aforesaid Treaty without change or alteration. The two parties also under- 
took to refrain from any act which might influence the friendship between them. 

Following war between the Ottoman and Persian States, the two sides concluded 
in 1823 the First Erzerum Treaty which confirmed the previous Treaties on the front- 
iers, in particular the Treaty of 1746, which the two sides considered valid and bind- 
ing. The two sides affirmed in this new Treaty that the friendship existing between 
them should continue forever. It also stipulated non-interference, in any manner, in 
the affairs of the Baghdad and Kurdistan Provinces, both of which are attached to 
the Ottoman State. 

After the aforesaid Treaty, the state of enmity and war which has continued be- 
tween the two States for about three centuries came to an end. However, the prob- 
lems resulting from the frontiers remained between them due to territorial violations 
on the part of both sides. Again relations between them were strained and clouds of 
war appeared anew. In this particular case, a new factor in the political scene crop- 
ped up, namely, the political competition between Czarist Russia and Britain to seize 
the area. The two competing countries understood that their interests required that 
constant and final borders should be delineated between the territories of the two 
States. Thus a joint committee was nee 1823 to carry out the demarcation bet- 


ween the Ottoman and the Persian States but this Committee did not achieve any 
result. 

Britain and Russia, however, continued their mediation efforts and tried hard to 
achieve a rapprochement between the two neighboring countries. As a result of these 
efforts, the Second Erzerum Treaty was signed in 1847. 

The new Treaty did away with the obscurity in the previous Treaty on frontiers. 
The Treaty of 1847 contained points of vital significance. In Article 2, it provided the 
following: 


The Persian Government undertakes to cede to the Ottoman Government all 
the lowlands—that is to say, the land in the western part of the province of 
Zohab; and the Ottoman Government undertakes to cede to the Persian Govern- 
ment the eastern — that is to say, all the mountainous — part of the said province, 
including the Kirind Valley. 

The Persian Government abandons all claims to the city and province of 
Suleimaniya and formally undertakes not to interfere with or infringe on the 
sovereign rights of the Ottoman Government over the said province. 

The Ottoman Government formally recognises the unrestricted sovereignty 
of the Persian Government over the city and port of Muhamara, the island of 
Khizr, the Abadan anchorage, and the land on the eastern bank — that is to say, 
the left bank—of the Shatt-al-Arab, which are in the possession of tribes 
recognized as belonging to Persia. Further, Persian vessels shall have the right to 
navigate freely without let or hinderance on the Shatt-al-Arab from the mouth of 
same to the point of contact of the frontiers of the two Parties. 


As for the Shatt-al-Arab, the two sides agreed that the border line should con- 
tinue with the eastern bank of the river up to the sea and that the entire Shatt-al- 
Arab would be attached to the Ottoman State, but without prejudice, however, to 
the Iranian vessels’ free navigation in its waters from its mouth in the Arab Gulf up 
to the point where the two countries’ land borders meet. The treaty contained a clear 
provision under which both sides relinquished all their territorial claims on the lands 
of the other side and undertook to appoint a committee and engineers to delineate 
the borders between them. 

It is worth mentioning that the Ottoman State asked, before signing the 
aforesaid Treaty, for clarification of some points contained therein. In view of this 
an explanatory note was attached to this Treaty which provided that the relinquish- 
ment, on the part of the Ottoman State, of Muhamara, its port and wharf, and the 
isle of Khider (Abadan) to Iran to the lands adjacent to Muhamara lying on the 
eastern bank of the Shatt-al-Arab, does not include other Ottoman lands outside the 
city of Muhamara nor the other parts of the Ottoman State lying in these regions. 
The note also provided that Iran shall under no pretext claim the areas lying on the 
west bank of Shatt-al-Arab nor the Ottoman lands on its eastern bank populated by 
tribes attached to Iran or part of them. Iran also has no right to set up military for- 
tifications on the eastern bank of Shatt-al-Arab. This explanatory note was delivered 
to representatives of the two mediating States, Russia and Britain. Both replied giv- 
ing their approval of this note. On January 3, 1848, Iran’s representative replied in a 
note accepting the contents of the Ottoman Note and said that the Government of 
Iran shall refrain from setting up any military fortifications on the eastern bank of 
the Shatt-al-Arab provided the Ottoman State complied accordingly in respect to the 
west bank of the Shatt-al-Arab. Finally the Treaty was signed on this basis and 
became operative in this form. 

Consequently, a joint committee was formed to define the border line. This com- 
mittee continued its work from 1848 until 1851 but it did not complete it as a result 
of differences between the representatives of the Ottoman and Iranian States. Then 
the Crimean War broke out between the Ottoman State and Russia (1854 — 1856); 
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this was followed by the British-Iranian War (1856—1857). Surveyors continued 
their survey of lands and preparation of the original maps for the border region until 
1869. At this time the two mediating States, Russia and Britain, informed both the 
Ottoman and Iranian States that the border line between them would be according to 
the map prepared by those surveyors. In case of difference, the question would be 
submitted before the two mediating countries. In 1875 the Ottoman and Iranian 
States agreed to that but the Balkan War broke out in 1876 and continued until 1878. 
After this date relations between the Ottoman and Iranian States went into a state of 
stagnation. This continued until 1911 when a dispute arose on the implementation of 
the Erzerum Treaty as a result of Iran’s non-adherence to it on the pretext that it was 
illegitimate. 

This dispute led to the conclusion of the Teheran Protocol in 1911 which includ- 
ed the agreement by both sides to form a joint committee in Istanbul to determine 
and define the border line between the two States in an objective and neutral man- 
ner. A technical committee would then apply the description of the border line ac- 
cording to the provisions of the Erzerum Treaty of 1847. The Protocol stipulated 
that in case of disagreement between the two parties and in order to settle the ques- 
tion of frontiers, any disputed case would be submitted to the Permanent Court in 
the Hague for arbitration. After the two sides met in Istanbul in 1912, they could not 
agree on a working plan. 

In 1913 the Constantinople Protocol on defining the borders between the Ot- 
toman and Persian States was signed through the mediation of Russia and Britain, 
and a representative of each signed the Protocol in addition to the Ottoman and Per- 
sian States’s representatives. The said Protocol contained a clear description of the 
border line separating the two countries, which did not differ from that given in the 
Erzerum Treaty of 1847, and stipulated the setting up of pillars by a committee, the 
functions and arbitration powers granted to it being fixed by Russia and Britain, 
should there arise a dispute in the viewpoints of the Ottoman and Iranian States. The 
Fifth Article of the Protocol provided that whatever was agreed upon concerning the 
fixing of the borders was to be considered to be final and thus would not be sub- 
jected to any checking or modification later on. It is to be recalled that the Ottoman 
State relinquished, by this Protocol, part of its territory in the Shatt-al-Arab in front 
of the anchorage and port of Muhamara (Khorramshahr) for four miles. Thus the 
border line in this region passed into the middle of Shatt-al-Arab for the above 
distance and then this line went back to pass along the eastern bank of the river to 
the sea. 

Then a joint committee was formed comprised of representatives from Russia, 
Britain, the Ottoman State and Iran. This committee fixed the borders according to 
the description given in the Protocol, namely, from the confluence of the Shatt-al- 
Arab with the waters of the Arab Gulf in the south up to Ararat in the north. In 
October 1914 the committee completed its work which consisted of minutes of its 
meetings, resolutions, necessary maps and the erection of pillars. These minutes are 
called The Proceedings of the Meetings of the Turco-Persian Border Committee of 
1914. Thus the said frontiers became final and were recognised by both parties. 


B. The Iraqi Era 
1. 1921-1937 


After Iraq was separated from the Ottoman empire following the First World 
War, it became an independent State. According to the provisions of international 
law, Iraq accepted the Turkish treaties relating to the Iraqi territory, the last of which 
being the 1913 Protocol and 1914 Minutes the Turco-Persian Border Committee. 

In 1913 —1914 when the Iragqi-Iranian frontiers were fixed, it was supposed that 
no dispute would arise between Iraq and Iran on the issue of borders. But despite 
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that and shortly after Iraq became independent in 1932, Iran committed a number of 
violations of Iraqi territory. Iran also declared its non-adherence to the border 
agreements between the two countries. Thus it denied the validity of the Erzerum 
Treaty and the Protocol of 1913 as well as the Minutes of the Turco-Persian Border 
Committee (1913-1914). 

Iran began a series of acts of armed intervention in the Shatt-al-Arab and violated 
the Iraqi borders by setting up outposts inside the Iraqi lands and guarding them by 
force as well as encroaching on Iraq’s share in the waters of joint rivers. These viola- 
tions were the subject of complaints submitted by Iraq to the League of Nations in 
1934. The League recommended that the conflict be solved by direct negotiations. 


2. 1937-1969 


The conflict referred to above came to an end after Iraq and Iran concluded a 
border treaty on July 4, 1937 which became operative in 1938 after it was ratified in 
accordance with the constitutional procedures in both countries. The two countries 
exchanged instruments of ratification of this Treaty. 

Article 1 of this Treaty provided that the 1913 Protocol and the 1914 Minutes of 
the Turco-Persian Border Committee were considered legitimate documents and that 
the two parties were bound by them. It also stipulated that the border line between 
the two countries was the same line which was fixed and plotted by the commission 
referred to above. 

Concerning the Shatt-al-Arab, the second Article introduced a minor modifica- 
tion on the border line of this waterway, namely the relinquishment by Iraq of a 
small part of the waterway opposite Abadan so as to allow the border line in it to 
coincide with the course of the deep waters for a distance of 4 miles. Thus Iran ob- 
tained a new gain in addition to what it gained in 1913 opposite Muhamara City, as 
we have already mentioned above. Apart from these two exceptions the border line 
between Iraq and Iran remained the low water line on the Iranian bank in the Shatt 
according to the frontiers’ demarcation described in the Border Committee Minutes 
of 1914. 

Article 3 of the Treaty called for the formation of a committee assigned to the 
task of erecting border pillars, the sites of which were fixed by the said Commission, 
namely the 1914 Commission, as well as erecting new pillars should there be a need 
to do that. The object of this, as declared by both parties in the preamble to the 
Treaty, was to put a final end to the borders issue between the two States. 

But what actually took place was contrary to what the two parties had agreed 
upon with regard to putting a final end to the border issue. In 1938 the two Govern- 
ments reached an agreement and formed a commission on fixing border pillars. This 
Commission began its work but it stopped in 1940 and did not resume because the 
Iranian side withdrew from the Commission when it was clear to Iran that there was 
a considerable encroachment on the Iraqi lands at Um Sheer in the Amara Province. 
Then Iran began to sour relations in the same manner as they had preceding the 1937 
Treaty . . . It claimed that Iran should share in administering navigation in the Shatt- 
al-Arab through a joint Commission. Iran also encroached on Iraq’s share of the 
waters of joint rivers, as well as violating border outposts inside Iraq. These disputes 
continued even under the Baghdad Pact, of which Iran was a member, and also 
prevailed in the Republican Era in Iraq in various degrees of intensity until Iran 
declared unilaterally, on April 19 1969, that it considered the 1937 Border Agree- 
ment as null and void. 


3. 1969-1975 


The legal nature of the outstanding issues between Iraq and Iran during this 
period was characterised by Iraq’s insistence that the Iraqi-Iranian frontiers were still 
governed by the 1937 Treaty. This position was based on the grounds that the Ira- 
nian unilateral termination of the said Treaty was illegal. 
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Iran based its unilateral termination on two grounds. The first was that of a 
breach by the Government of Iraq of the 1937 Treaty which provided for the 
establishment of joint administration of navigation in the Shatt-al-Arab. The second 
was the ground of rebus sic stantibus, i.e., the change of the circumstances which 
prevailed at the time of the conclusion of the Treaty in 1937, when Iraq was indepen- 
dent only in name and when the British Government, in fact, imposed the frontiers 
settlement. 

Both of these grounds are legally untenable. Breach, as a ground for the termina- 
tion of the treaties, should satisfy the conditions of international law before it can be 
relied upon. Those conditions are that the Treaty in question should not contain a 
provision regarding a mode of its termination, and the breach should relate to a 
violation of a provision essential to the accomplishment of the object or purpose of 
the treaty. 

It is clear from the Treaty of 1937 that it was a border treaty and not one of 
navigation, which makes the argument of breach unsound. As for the argument of 
rebus sic stantibus, this does not apply to treaties relating to borders and territorial 
settlements. 

Despite this, Iran persisted in its illegal position and continued to violate Iraq’s 
sovereignty over the Shatt-al-Arab and its rights regarding the administration of 
navigation according to the 1937 Treaty. It seized every opportunity to demand the 
delimitation of frontiers in the Shatt-al-Arab on the basis of the Thalweg line, alleg- 
ing that this was the only generally recognised legal basis for delimiting frontiers in 
internationally navigable rivers. 


4. 1975-1980 


On March 6, 1975, the Algiers Agreement was concluded between Iraq and Iran 
through the mediation of President Houari Boumedienne of Algeria. Before discuss- 
ing the provisions of that Agreement, it is worth mentioning that it also reflects the 
characteristic feature of Iranian policies of territorial expansion referred to earlier. It 
is useful to recall, in this connection, that the political conditions of the region dur- 
ing the period preceding the conclusion of the Algiers Agreement had witnessed the 
emergence of the. Shah as the policeman of the area, serving American imperialist in- 
terests. Iraq withstood the plans of the Shah for expansion and hegemony by strict 
adherence to its rights of sovereignty, independence and non-interference in internal 
affairs. 

Naturally, Iraq’s policies in this respect were not in accord with the picture which 
American imperialism, and its proxy the Shah, hoped to achieve. It was, therefore, 
imperative to think of a solution to the delimma. Hence, the reactionary secessionist 
rebellion of Barazani was adopted as the means for the solution. The Shah and Israel 
put all kinds of assistance, material and moral, at the disposal of the rebellion. The 
objective was undoubtedly to dismember Iraq and to contain its struggle against im- 
perialist designs in the area. But Iraq fought strongly against the agent rebellion, 
relying on the strength and conviction of its people. In that struggle, thousands of 
lives were lost in defense of sovereignty, and territorial and national unity. As soon 
as new factors appeared in the military balance, brought about as a result of the 
October 1973 war against the Zionist entity, Iraq found itself duty bound to seek a 
political settlement with the Shah’s regime. This was necessary in order to create the 
appropriate conditions for the Iraqi military forces to participate in the war for 
liberation, side by side with their Arab brethren against the Zionist enemy. Conse- 
quently, as soon as the late President Houri Boumedienne of Algeria offered to 
mediate between Iraq and Iran, Iraq promptly accepted. 

So against this political background, Iraq and Iran reached the Algiers Agree- 
ment on March 6, 1975. That Agreement was concluded with a view to “reaching a 
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final and permanent solution to all the outstanding problems between the two coun- 
tries and in application of the principles of the territorial integrity, inviolability of 
frontiers and non-interference in internal affairs.” The two parties decided the 
following: 


First: To carry out a final demarcation of their land boundaries in accordance 
with the Constantinople Protocol of 1913 and the Proceedings of the Turco- 
Persian Border Committee of 1914. 


Second: To delimit their river boundaries according to the Thalweg line. 


Third: Accordingly, the two parties shall restore security and mutual confidence 
along their joint borders. They shall also commit themselves to carrying out a 
strict and effective control of their joint borders so as to put a final end to all in- 
filtrations of a subversive nature, regardless of their origin. 


Fourth: The two parties have also agreed to consider the aforesaid arrangements 
as inseparable elements of a comprehensive solution. Consequently, any in- 
fringement of one of its components shall naturally contradict the spirit of the 
Algiers Accord. The two parties shall.remain in constant contact with President 
Houari Boumedienne who shall provide, when necessary, Algeria’s brotherly 
assistance, whenever needed, in order to apply these resolutions. 


The two parties have decided to restore the traditional ties of good 
neighbourliness and friendship in particular by eliminating all negative factors in 
their relations and through constant exchange of views on issues of mutual in- 
terest and promotion of mutual cooperation. 


The two parties officially declare that the region ought to be secure from any 
foreign interference. 


The Foreign Ministers of Iraq and Iran shall meet in the presence of Algeria’s 
Foreign Minister on March 15, 1975 in Teheran in order to make working arrange- 
ments for the Iraqi-Iranian joint commission which was set up to apply the 
resolutions taken by mutual agreement as specified above. And in accordance 
with the desire of the two parties, Algeria shall be invited to the meetings of the 
Iraqi-Iranian joint commission. 


It clearly appears from the above that the Algiers Agreement represents a com- 
prehensive settlement composed of interconnected elements of a politico-juridicial 
nature. The most fundamental obligation which shows precisely the said nature is 
that of paragraph (4) noted above. 

After the announcement of the Algiers Agreement, the two Parties worked out 
the technical details in a Treaty and three Protocols with a number of Annexes.“ 
When all these entered into force in 1976, Iran secured an early territorial advantage 
over half of the Shatt-al-Arab and for an appreciable distance. However, Iran’s im- 
plementation of its obligations to deliver back the Iraqi lands was hindered by the 
procrastination of the appropriate Iranian authorities. This was the exact situation 
between the two countries when the Shah was overthrown. 

Despite the relatively long period which Iraq granted to the new regime in Iran to 
implement its obligations according to the Algiers Agreement and the Treaty, the 
new regime again showed Iran’s intentions of territorial expansion and ambitions. 
The official Iranian statements of animosity towards Iraq began to appear, as well as 
statements regarding Iran’s non-adherence to the Algiers Agreement and Treaty. At 


(1) See ibid, pp. 
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the same time, and parallel to those statements, Iran started to violate the neighbour- 
ly relations with Iraq and to interfere in its internal affairs, and to commit acts of 
sabotage and terrorism inside it, as we have shown above” Despite that, Iraq con- 
tinued with its efforts, through diplomatic channels, to induce Iran to recognise the 
Algiers Agreement and Iran’s obligations thereunder” All those efforts went in vain, 
and the situation reached the point at which the Iranian Government committed 
armed aggression against Iraq, as we have shown®’ Consequently, due to Iran’s ter- 
mination of the Algiers Agreement and the Treaty of 1975 by word and deed through 
the acts shown above, Iraq was forced to consider them terminated on the basis of 
their breach by Iran and the provisions of paragraph (4) of the Algiers Agreement 
and Article (4) of the Treaty. 


(1) See ibib, pp. 
(2) See ibib, pp. 
(3) See ibib, pp. 
(4) See Annexes. 
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LIST OF IRANIAN VIOLATIONS OF 
IRAQI TERRITORY AND AIR SPACE 
AND IRANIAN HOSTILE ACTS AGAINST IRAQ 


1979 


Serial Number and Date 
‘Number Nature of Violation of Protest 


23/2/1979 


24/2/1979 


9/6/1979 


31/5/1979 


9/6/1979 


11/6/1979 


12/6/1979 


13/6/1979 


14/6/1979 


12/6/1979 


14/6/1979 


16/4/1979 


16/6/1979 


10/6/1979 


11/6/1979 


53/6/1979 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (twice). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes. 


Demonstration led by one of the Iranian 
clergy in front of the Iraqi Embassy. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (helicopters) (twice). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (helicopters). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (helicopters). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (helicopters). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (helicopters). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (three times). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war plane (helicopter). 


‘Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 


war planes (helicdépters) (twice). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane (helicopter). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (twice). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 
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5/1/24/2089 
5/3/1979 


99 


5/1/Extraordinary 
10/6/1979 


5/1/24/5661 
14/6/1979 


5/1/24/5779 
18/6/1979 


5/1/24/5777 
18/6/1979 


99 


5/1/24/5915 
20/6/1979 


99 


5/1/24/5963 
21/6/1979 


5/1/24/5961 
21/6/1979 


99 


5/1/24/6039 
24/6/1979 


1979 


Number and Date 
Nature of Violation of Protest 


5/6/1979 


3/6/1979 


8/6/1979 


11/6/1979 


12/6/1979 


13/6/1979 


14/6/1979 


15/6/1979 


2/7/1979 


8/6/1979 


25/6/1979 


27/6/1979 
22/6/1979 


29/7/1979 


1/8/1979 


Requesting the Iranian Government to 


declare its stand towards the Algiers Accord 
in view of the statements made by Dr. Sadiq 


Tabtabal. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes (helicopters). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (five times). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


Reminding the Iranian Government to abide 


by the provisions of the preamble to the 
Algiers Accord of 1975 particularly regard- 
ing the application of strict observation 


along the borders to prevent acts of infiltra- 


tion and sabotage. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes (helicopters). 


Opening fire on Iraqi frontier posts 
(twice). 


Opening fire on Iraqi frontier posts. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes (three times). 


Hampering of merchant ships heading 
towards Iraqi Ports by private 
Iranian boats. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 
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5/1/38/6135 
27/6/1979 


5/1/24/6185 
28/6/1979 


5/1/24/6293 
2/7/1979 


5/1/24/6413 
4/7/1979 


5/1/13/6723 
16/7/1979 


9”? 


5/1/24/7251 
28/7/1979 


5/1/12/7369 
30/7/1979 


5/1/13/7795 
8/8/1979 


§/1/13/11231 
12/8/1979 


1979 


Serial Number and Date 
Number Date Nature of Violation of Protest 


5/1/1/11508 
16/8/1979 


5/1/13/11600 
20/8/1979 


25/7/1979 


An Iranian patrol fired at the Iraqi 
frontier guards. 


17/6/1979| Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane. 


1/7/1979 Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 


war planes. 


2/7/1979 Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 


war planes. 


5/1/13/11600 
20/8/1979 


99 


4/7/1979 Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 


war planes. 


7/7/1979 Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 


war planes. 


5/1/24/11834 
28/8/1979 


5/1/13/11871 
29/8/1979 


5/1/13/11892 
29/8/1979 


5/1/13/58866 
2/9/1979 


5/1/23/12372 
8/9/1979 


5/1/1/12357 
8/9/1979 


16/8/1979| Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane (twice). 


16/6/1979} Opening fire on Iraqi territories. 


29/7/1979; Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 


war planes. 


23/8/1979} Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 


war planes (helicopters) (twice). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes (helicopter) (twice). 


21/8/1979 | Attacking of a foreign tug, belonging to a 
Company working in Iraq, by private Iranian 


boats with an intent to commit robbery. 


30/8/1979 5/1/13/12416 


9/9/1979 


5/1/13/12446 
10/9/1979 


5/1/13/58949 
11/9/1979 


5/1/13/58950 
11/9/1979 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


25/8/1979 | Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane. 


2/9/1979 


Dropping a bomb shell inside Iraqi 
territories. 


16/7/1979 | Violation of Iraqi territorial waters by 
Iranian patrol boats and opening fire on 


an Iraqi outpost. 


16/8/1979 5/1/13/12538 


12/9/1979 


5/1/5/12601 
13/9/1979 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (three times). 


27 - 28/ 


, Opening fire on Iraqi frontiers. 
8/191979 


30 


1979 


~s Nature of Violation 


26/8/1979 


Number and Date 
of Protest 


Serial 
Number 


5/1/13/12586 
13/9/1979 


5/1/23/12695 
16/9/1979 


5/13/12727 
17/9/1979 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


31/8/1979| Firing flash bombs on the Iraqi frontiers. 


3/9/1979 Violation of Iraqi air space by a plane 
(helicopter) belonging to an Iranian Oil 


Company 


5/1/13/12789 
18/9/1979 


5/1/1/12847 
20/9/1979 


5/9/1979 Dropping bombs inside Iraqi territories. 


21/8/1979} Attacking of a Korean trawler, loaded with 
goods traveling from the sea to Basrah, by 
Iranian patrol boats, stealing of some of its 


load. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (helicopters). 


5/1/24/12929 
23/9/1979 


99 


5/9/1979 


7/9/1979 Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 


war planes (helicopters). 


5/1/13/12956 
24/9/1979 


5/1/24/13055 
27/9/1979 


5/1/5/13057 
27/9/1979 


10/9/1979 | Firing three bomb shells inside Iraqi 


territories. 


30/8/1979 | Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane. (twice). 


10/9/1979 | Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes and bombardment of Iraqi 


territories. 


5/1/5/13057 
27/9/1979 


5/1/13/59167 
6/10/1979 


Dropping bomb shells inside Iraqi 
territories. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 

war planes, and the kidnapping of four 
persons by one of them following its landing 
in the area (helicopter). 


5/1/13/59167 
6/10/1979 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories and the 
movement of one tank to take position 
inside Iraqi territories. 


5/1/13/59182 
7/10/1979 


99 


18/9/1979 | Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane (helicopter). 


19/9/1979 | Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 


war planes (three times). 


20/9/1979 5/1/24/59201 


9/10/1979 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian war 
planes, dropping flash bombs (three times). 
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1979 


Serial Number and Date 
Number Nature of Violation of Protest 


16/9/1979 


4/9/1979 


7/9/1979 


10/9/1979 


25/9/1979 


13/9/1979 


22/9/1979 


6/9/1979 


22/9/1979 


23/9/1979 


24/9/1979 


11/10/1979 


23/9/1979 


1/11/1979 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (twice). 


Opening fire on Iraqi posts and territories 
(three times). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane (twice). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes (helicopters). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian war 
planes, firing a rocket in a direction passing 
over Iraqi Gayyara village. 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (twice). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


Explosion of several bombs near Iraqi 
outposts. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


Violatiqn of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


The arrest of four of the employees of the 
Iraqi Consulate General in Khorramshahr, 
in front of the Consulate by the revolu- 
tionary guards. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian war 
planes, bombarding two villages. 


Intrusion of Iraqi Consulate General in 
Khorramshahr by revolutionary guards and 
stealing its diplomatic bag. 
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5/1/13/13902 
11/10/1979 


Db) 


5/1/24/13899 
11/10/1979 


5/1/24/13899 
11/10/1979 


5/1/24/13819 
11/10/1979 


5/1/24/13944 
13/10/1979 


5/1/22/13986 
14/10/1979 


99 


5/1/13/14231 
18/10/1979 


5/1/10/14237 
18/10/1979 


5/1/5/14565 
27/10/1979 


5/1/10/Extra- 
ordinary/14761 
2/11/1979 


Serial 7 
Number Nature of Violation 


3/11/1979 


11/10/1979 


2/10/1979 


11/10/1979 


13/10/1979 


15/10/1979 


23/9/1979 


24/9/1979 


25/9/1979 


26/9/1979 


28/9/1979 


30/7/1979 


27/10/1979 


1979 


Number and Date 
of Protest 


5§/1/10/Extra- 
ordinary/4790 
3/11/1979 


Launching an attack on the Iraqi Consulate 
in Khorramshahr, breaking the windows, 
lowering the Iraqi Flag and taking down 

the picture of H.E. the President, sealing 
the Consulate and detaining a diplomat with 
three employees. 


5/1/24/14834 
4/11/1979 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes, firing on one of the military 
units in the Balkha area. 


5/1/24/14833 
4/11/1979 


99 


Violation of Iraqi air space by one Iranian 
war plane (helicopter). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by one Iranian 
war plane (helicopter). 


5/1/24/14833 
4/11/1979 


99 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes (helicopters). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war plane (helicopter). 


5/1/10/14925 
6/11/1979 


Searching of the Iraqi Consulate General in 
Khorramshahr by the so-called revolutionary 
guards. 


5/1/10/14962 
7/11/1979 


5/1/24/15030 
8/11/1979 


Repeated assaults on Iraqi Consulates 
General in Khorramshahr and Kermanshah. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (twice). 


5/1/24/15030 
8/11/1979 


5/1/10/15089 
10/11/1979 


5/1/13/15241 
13/11/1979 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


Pasting posters hostile to Iraq on the walls 
of the Embassy and threatening the staff. 


Violation of the Thalweg Line in the Shatt- 
al-Arab by Iranian boats. 
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1979 


Serial Number and Date 
Number Nature of Violation of Protest 


100 


101 


102 


103 


104 


105 


106 


107 


108 
109 
110 
111 


112 


113 


114 


115 


6/11/1979 


15/11/1979 


9/11/1979 


25/11/1979 


8/10/1979 


10/10/1979 


11/10/1979 


13/9/1979 


16/10/1979 
17/10/1979 
18/10/1979 
21/10/1979 


23/10/1979 


25/10/1979 


26/10/1979 


28/10/1979 


Attacking the Iraqi Consulate General in 
Khorramshahr, beating up its staff and 
guards, replacing the pictures of H.E. the 
President with pictures of Khomeini, 
smashing windows and locks and opening 
bags containing records and files. Then on 
the same day proceeding to attack the 
residence of the Iraqi Consul, and opening 
fire on whoever was there. 


Threatening the Director of Iraqi Airways in 
Teheran with an attack on his office and 
taking control of it as well as threatening to 
kill all its employees. 


Attacking the Iraqi 14th of July School in 
Ahwaz, exposing it to inspection and bring- 
ing down the Iraqi Flag. 


Committing assault on the Iraqi Intifadha 
School in Khorramshahr. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane (helicopter). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (helicopters). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (helicopters) (twice). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes (helicopters.) 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories 


99 


99 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane (helicopter). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes (helicopters). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane (helicopter). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


Violation of Iraqi air place by two Iranian 
war planes. 
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5/1/10/15352 
15/11/1979 


5/1/13/15719 
25/11/1979 


5/1/13/15843 
27/11/1979 


5/1/13/15904 
28/11/1979 


5/1/24/15933 
29/11/1979 


5/1/24/15933 
29/11/1979 


99 


5/1/24/15933 
29/11/1979 


99 


1979 


Serial Number and Date 
Number Nature of Violation of Protest 


116 


117 


118 


119 


120 


121 
122 


123 


124 


125 


126 


127 


28/10/1979 


5/11/1979 


7/11/1979 


14/11/1979 


17/11/1979 


99 


13/11/1979 


22/11/1979 


29/11/1979 


3/12/1979 


20/11/1979 


Hindering foreign merchant ships sailing in 
the Shatt-al-Arab by private Iranian boats. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes, bombarding an Iraqi post. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane. 


Concerning the repeated assaults and pro- 
vocations committed against the Iraqi 
diplomatic and Consulate missions in Iran. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane (helicopter). 


Opening fire on Iraqi frontier posts. 


Deportation of four Iraqi teachers without 
granting them permission to take their per- 
sonal luggage with them and the detention 


of one of them. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 


war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (helicopters) (twice). 


Firing by Iranian shepherds on an 


Iraqi patrol. 
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5/1/1/15947 
29/11/1979 


5/1/24/16150 
5/12/1979 


5/1/24/16150 
5/12/1979 


5/1/13/16180 
5/12/1979 


5/1/24/16602 
16/12/1979 


5/1/40/16652 
17/12/1979 


5/1/24/17131 
26/12/1979 


5/1/13/59857 
29/12/1979 


LIST OF IRANIAN VIOLATIONS OF 
IRAQI TERRITORY AND AIR SPACE 


AND IRANIAN HOSTILE ACTS AGAINST IRAQ 


1980 


Serial Number and Date 
Number Nature of Violation of Protest 


15/1/1980 


5/12/1979 


17/1/1980 


26/1/1980 


12/1/1980 


18/1/1980 


21/2/1980 


4/1/1980 


5/1/1980 


15/1/1980 


3/2/1980 


Constructing an Iranian post positioned 
against Iraq, contrary to the border treaty. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


99 


9 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 


war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


Non-approval by Iran of the reopening 
of Iraqi schools, contrary to the 
agreements between the two countries. 


Attacking the person of H.E. the Ambas- 
sador of Iraq, maltreating and 

slandering him in the mass media of Iran. 
Subjecting Iraqi civil barges to chasing by 
Iranian naval boats in the Shatt-al-Arab. 
Subjecting Iraqi civil barge to chasing by 
Iranian naval boats in the Shatt-al-Arab. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane (helicopter) (three times). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


Bombardment of Al-Wand Refinery with 
60mm mortar machine guns. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane (helicopter). 


99 
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5/1/7/866 
21/1/1980 


5/1/13/921 
22/1/1980 


5/1/17/1068 
24/1/1980 


5/1/16/1488 
4/2/1980 


5/1/7/2158 
20/2/1980 


99 


5/1/13/2436 
28/2/1980 


5/1/13/4091 
11/3/1980 


11/3/1980 
5/1/13/4091 


5/1/13/4431 
19/3/1980 


1980 


Serial Number and Date 
Number Nature of Violation of Protest 


17/2/1980 


99 


24/3/1980 


7/4/1980 


14/4/1980 
16/4/1980 
17/4/1980 


18/4/1980 


21/4/1980 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane (helicopter). 
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Statement by Iranian President Bani 

Sadr on non-return of the three Arab 
islands, and that Arab Gulf States are con- 
nected to the U.S.A. and are not indepen- 
dent and that Iran intends to clear the Gulf 
of everything related to the U.S.A.: publish- 
ed in Al-Nahar Al-Arabi wal Dawili, 
24/3/80. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane (helicopter). 


99 


bP 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


Statements by high Iranian officials against 
Iraq and other Arab countries. 


Iranian aggressions on the Iraqi Embassy in 
Teheran and the two Iraqi Consulates in 
Khorramshahr and Kermanshah and Iraqi 
schools, institutions and the community 

in Iran. 


Sabotage acts committed by the agents of 
the Iranian regime with the participation of 
some of the staff of the Iranian Embassy. 
Throwing bombs, for example, in the cam- 
pus of Mustansiriyah University on 1/4/80 
and throwing bombs at the martyrs, funeral 
procession, in Baghdad, on 5/4/1980. 


The attempt on the life of the Minister of 
Culture and Information. 


The anti-Iraq statement by the Iranian Com- 
mander 

of the Land Forces on 7/4/80, 

(to the effect that Iraq is Persian). 
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5/1/13/4431 
19/3/1980 


9 


5/1/16/4894 
26/3/1980 


5/1/13/6459 
28/4/1980 


99 


99 


5/1/13/6459 
28/4/1980 


99 


5/1/13/6071 
21/4/1980 


5/1/16/6631 
3/5/1980 


99 


5/1/16/6631 
3/5/1980 


5/1/16/6631 
3/5/1980 


5/1/16/6631 
3/6/1980, 


1980 


Serial Number and Date 
Number Nature of Violation of Protest 


5/1/16/6631 
3/5/1980 


21/4/1980 


Statement of Qotob Zada on 8/4/80 that 
“Aden and Baghdad belong to Iran.” 


Statement by Khomeini that “Iran shall de- 
mand full sovereignty over Baghdad.” 


Provocation by Khomeini and his issuing an 
appeal to the Iraqi people to revolt and top- 
ple the Iraqi Regime. 


9/4/1980 Statement by Qotob Zada that his Govern- 
ment has decided to overthrow the Iraqi 


Government. 


24/3/1980 | Statement by Bani Sadr to the A/-Nahar 
Al-Arab and Wal Dawli magazines that Iran 
shall not return the Arab islands and that 


the Arab Gulf States are not independent. 


5/1/13/7295 
14/5/1980 


4/5/1980 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes. 


4/5/1980 
1/5/1980 
1/5/1980 
21/4/1980 


5/1/5/7423 
17/5/1980 


5/1/1/7386 
17/5/1980 


5/5/1/Extra- 
ordinary. 
19/5/1980 


99 


Illegal behaviour by the Iranian Border 
Commissioner. 


Opening fire on an Iraqi plane for 
date-palm pest control. 


Detention of an Iraqi diplomat and the 
car and driver of the Embassy in Teheran. 


Seizing the Embassy’s diplomatic mail, 
opening it, photographing its contents and 
stealing parts of it. 


5/1/13/7766 
22/5/1980 


5/1/13/8027 
27/5/1980 


12/5/1980 | Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane. 


13/5/1980 


13/5/1980 


5/1/7/8131 


Entry of Iranian armoured vehicles into 
29/5/1980 


Iraqi territories and kidnapping Contractor 
Hamdan Khalaf, his son and his partner. 
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1980 


Serial | 
Number Nature of Violation 


21/5/1980} Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane. 
15/5/1980 - 
17/5/1980 as 
16/5/1980 - 
18/5/1980 mi 
17/5/1980 ‘ 
19/5/1980 ‘i 
16/5/1980 " 
21/5/1980 - 
22/5/1980 e 
26/5/1980 ss 


4/6/1980 Opening fire on Iraqi outposts, Mendeli 


sector. 

5/6/1980 i 

6/6/1980 Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 

5/6/1980 zs 

10/6/1980 = 

1/6/1980 a 

2/6/1980 . 
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Number and Date 
of Protest | 


5/1/13/8233 
31/5/1980 


99 


5/1/13/8236 
31/5/1980 


5/1/13/8257 
1/6/1980 


99 


5/1/13/8617 
8/6/1980 


5/1/7/9012 
15/6/1980 


99 


5/1/7/9012 
15/6/1980 


5/1/13/9701 
26/6/1980 


1980 


Serial Number and Date 
Number Nature of Violation of Protest 


5/1/13/9701 
26/6/1980 


2/6/1980 Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane. 


3/6/1980 
4/6/1980 


99 


5/6/1980 


6/6/1980 
10/6/1980 
13/6/1980 
14/6/1980 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


~ 15/6/1980 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


6/7/1980 5/1/13/10353 


9/7/1980 


5/1/13/10014 
2/7/1980 


5/1/13/10016 
2/7/1980 


5/1/7/10177 
5/7/1980 


5/1/7/10426 
9/7/1980 


99 


28/6/1980 


29/6/1980 


2/7/1980 


6/7/1980 


99 99 


27/5/1980. 5/1/7/10499 


10/7/1980 


Assault on outposts and taking members 
of the border forces prisoner. 
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1980 


Serial Number and Date 
Number Nature of Violation of Protest 


27/5/1980 | Assault on outposts and taking members 5/1/7/10499 
of the border forces prisoner. 10/7/1980 
” Opening fire on Iraqi outposts. " 
31/5/1980 7 . 
1/6/1980 ” . 
2/6/1980 ‘ ” 
3/6/1080 ™ - 
4/6/1980 ea 7 
5/6/1980 : . 


11/4/1980 | Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane. 10/7/1980 
14/4/1980. i‘ - 
16/4/1980 | Violation of Iraqi arr space by two Iranian ’ 
war planes. 
? Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian a 
war plane. 
20/4/1980 = - 
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1980 


Serial Number and Date 
Number Nature of Violation of Protest 


128 


129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
134 
135 


136 
137 
138 


139 


140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
151 
152 


153 


154 


29/4/1980 | Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 5/1/7/10499 
war plane. 10/7/1980 
30/4/1980 
5/5/1980 
7/5/1980 
10/5/1980 | Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 
11/5/1980 i 
15/5/1980 | Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
planes (three times). 
” Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 
16/5/1980 
17/5/1980 
20/5/1980 
21/5/1980 
25/5/1980 
30/5/1980 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 
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Serial 
Number Nature of Violation 


1980 


Number and Date 
of Protest 


5/1/7/10499 
10/7/1980 


30/5/1980} Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 


war planes. 


31/5/1980 | Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane. 


99 


1/6/1980 


99 


3/6/1980 
6/6/1980 
7/6/1980 
5/7/1980 


5/1/7/10645 
14/7/1980 


Opening fire on Iraqi outposts. 


99 


4/7/1980 
5/7/1980 
14/6/1980 


99 


5/1/13/10777 
16/7/1980 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


16/6/1980 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane (twice). 


99 


18/6/1980 
26/6/1980 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (helicopters) (twice). 


29/6/1980 | Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane (helicopter). 


5/1/13/10937 
21/7/1980 


13/7/1980 | Bombardment of Iraqi territories and 


border units, Diyala sector. 


99 


14/7/1980 
15/7/1980 


Bombardment of Iraqi territories and 
border units (twice). 


5/1/7/11068 
23/7/1980 


99 


17/7/1980 | Bombardment of Iraqi territories and 


border units (twice). 


18/7/1980 | Bombardment of Iraqi territories and 


border units. 


5/1/7/11075 
23/7/1980 


9/7/1980 
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7/7/1980 


8/7/1880 


99 


9/7/1980 


15/7/1980: 


20/7/1980 


8/7/1980 


9/7/1980 
10/7/1980 


99 


12/7/1980 


99 


17/7/1980 
26/7/1980 


23/7/1980 


24/7/1980 


25/7/1980 
25/7/1980 


21/7/1980 


22/7/1980 


1980 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories. 
99 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories (three 
times). 


Bombardment of Iraqi territories and out- 
posts (three times). 


Opening fire on Iraqi outposts (five times). 


Opéning fire on Iraqi outposts (six times). 


99 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


9 


Opening fire on Iraqi outposts (eleven 
times). 


Opening fire on Iraqi outposts (twice). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes (helicopters). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane (helicopter). 


Opening fire on Iraqi outposts (twice). 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories and posts 
(four times). 


Opening fire on Al-Wand Refinery. 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories and out- 
posts (twice). 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories and out 
posts (three fimes). 


(twice). 


(five times). 


Serial Number and Date 
Number Nature of Violation of Protest 


5/1/7/10475 
10/7/1980 


99 


5/1/7/10659 
14/7/1980 


” 


5/1/7/10976 
22/7/1980 


5/1/7/11075 
23/7/1980 


5/1/13/11076 
23/7/1980 


5/1/13/11259 
28/7/1980 


9 


5/1/7/11260 
28/7/1980 


5/1/7/11349 
30/7/1980 


5/1/7/11353 
30/7/1980 


99 


1980 


Serial 
Number Nature of Violation 


17/7/1980 


Number and Date 
of Protest 


5/1/7/11459 
2/8/1980 


5/1/7/11657 
5/8/1980 


99 


Opening fire on Iraqi workers carrying 
stones to residential units by Iranian troops. 


31/7/1980 | Opening fire on Iraqi territories and 


outposts. 


99 


2/8/1980 
5/8/1980 


(three times). 


99 


5/1/7/12027 
11/8/1980 


(four times). 


6/8/1980 Opening fire on Iraqi frontiers and outposts 


(twice). 


7/8/1980 
8/8/1980 
9/8/1980 
31/7/1980 


(three times). 


5/1/7/12004 
11/8/1980 


9 


Opening fire on Iraqi frontiers and out- 
posts (four times). 


6/8/1980 


1178/1980 5/1/7/12302 


20/8/1980 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


27/7/1980 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories and out- 
posts (twice). 


5/1/7/12436 
23/8/1980 


28/7/1980 


99 


29/7/1980 (five times). 
Opening fire on Al-Wand Refinery. 
Opening fire on Mendeli sector. 


Opening fire on Naft Khana area. 


5/1/7/12436 
23/8/1980 


S/1/7/12411 
28/8/1980 


5/1/5/12572 
25/8/80 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories and 
outposts. 


Protesting continued Iranian shellings of 
oil installations and outposts. 


25/8/1980 | Requesting the Iranian authorities to abide 
by Article (2) of the Agreement between 
the two countries concerning Border 


Commissioners. 
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1980 


Serial 
Number Nature of Violation. 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories and 
outposts. 


Number and Date 
of Protest 


5/1/7/12569 
25/8/1980 


99 


99 


26/6/1980 
6/7/1980 


(twice). 


5/1/7/12569 
25/8/1980 


Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 
war plane. 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories and out- 
posts (twice). 


99 


7/7/1980 
8/7/1980 
27/7/1980 
9/8/1980 


(three times). 


9 


(three times). 


99 


(twice). 


Opening fire on Al-Wand and Naft Khana 
Refineries. 


10/8/1980 | Opening fire on Iraqi territories and out- 


posts (twice). 


16/8/1980 
20/8/1980 


23/8/1980 5/1/7/12692 


26/8/1980 


5/1/7/12693 
26/8/1980 


5/1/7/12910 
31/8/1980 


5/1/7/12912 
31/8/1980 


5/1/7/12911 
31/8/1980 


99 


21/8/1980 


(three times). 


99 


27/8/1980 (five times). 


99 


26/8/1980 (three times). 


31/8/1980 | Concerning the non-existence of goodwill 
on the part of the Iranian Commissioner in 
Sosenkard abide by the Agreement con- 


cluded between the two countries. 


30/8/1980 5/1/7/13108 


3/9/1980 


5/1/7/13075 
3/9/1980 


11/81/20/10447 
7/9/1980 


5/1/13/13198 
4/9/1980 


Opening fire on Iraqi outposts. 


99 


29/8/1980 (twice). 


Demanding the removal of occupation 
from Zain-al-Qaws. 


31/8/1980 | Violation of Iraqi air space by an Iranian 


war plane. 


46 


1980 


Serial Number and Date 
Number Nature of Violation of Protest 


239 


240 


241 


242 


243 


244 


245 


246 


247 


248 


249 


250 


251 


252 


253 


254 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories and out- 


posts (three times). 5/1/7/13298 


6/9/1980 


99 


1/9/1980 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (twice). 


1/9/1980 


Informing the Iranian Government of Iraq’s 
decision to displace the occupation of Zain- 
al-Qaws area. 


5/1/7/13433 
8/9/1980 


8/9/1980 


Exposing a civil transport plane (French) 


to fire from the Iranian side. 5/1/13/13435 


8/9/1980 


5/1/13/13435 
8/9/1980 


5/1/13/215 
10/9/1980 


2/8/1980 


Exposing a civil transport plane (British) 
to fire from the Iranian side. 


3/8/1980 


Informing the Iranian Government of the 
decision to displace the occupation of 
Maimak Basin between Mendeli and 
Badrah. 

Opening fire on Iraqi territories, outposts 
and towns (four times). 


10/9/1980 


5/1/7/13591 
10/9/1980 


4/9/1980 


5/9/1980 Opening fire on Iraqi territories, outposts 


and towns (four times). 


6/9/1980 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories, outposts 
and towns (four times). 


12-13/9 
/1980 


5/1/7/13616 
11/9/1980 


5/1/7/13616 
11/9/1980 


Continued firing on civil airplanes by 
Iranian troops. 


11/9/1980 | Informing the Iranian side of its encroach- 
ments on Iraqi land contrary to Algiers 
1975 Agreement and warning it against 


bombardment of Iraqi towns. 


5/1/7/13794 
14/9/1980 


7/9/1980 Opening fire on Iraqi territories, outposts 


and towns (three times). 


Violation by an Iranian war plane and its 
bombardment of Iraqi posts (helicopter). 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories, outposts 
and towns (six times). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian war 
planes and bombardment of Iraqi posts and 
towns (twice). 


5/1/7/14024 
17/9/1980 


17/9/1980 | Informing the Iranian Government of 


abrogation of Algiers Treaty of 1975. 
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1980 


Serial Number and Date 
Number Nature of Violation of Protest 


8/9/1980 


10/9/1980 


11/9/1980 
11/9/1980 


12/9/1980 


14/9/1980 
15/9/1980 


16/9/1980 


17/9/1980 


20/9/1980 


99 


21/9/1980 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


Opening fire on Iraqi outposts and 
territories. 


Opening fire on Iraqi oil installations. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes. 


The town of Mendeli attacked by Iranian 
war planes (three times). 


Opening fire on an Iraqi training ship in the 
Shatt-al-Arab by Iranian forces. 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories. 


99 


Opening fire on a patrol boat in Shatt-al- 
Arab. 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories (twice). 


Opening fire on oil wells in the Maisan sector. 


Violation of Iraqi territorial waters by an 
Iranian military boat. 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories. 


Opening fire on an Iraqi civil ship in the 
Shatt-al-Arab. 


Violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes (three times). 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories (Basrah 
sector). 


99 


Opening fire against Iraqi land patrol by 
Iranian ships (Basrah sector). 


Violation of Iraqi air space by two Iranian 
war planes. 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories by an 
Iranian military boat. 


Opening fire on a British ship by an Iranian 
boat. 
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Opening fire on oil installations in Khanaqeen. 


5/1/7/14874 
13/10/1980 


5/1/7/14874 
13/10/80 


99 


5/1/7/14874 
13/10/1980 


1980 


Serial Number and Date 
Number Nature of Violafion of Protest 


Opening fire on the Iraqi Port’s Control 
Tower by an Iranian boat. 


Opening fire on a Kuwaiti ship from 
the Abadan area. 


5/1/7/14874 
13/10/1980 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories (Basrah 
district). 


Opening fire on Iraqi territories from an 
Iranian military boat. 


Opening fire on on Iraqi digging machine 
in the Shatt-al-Arab. 


Opening fire on oil installations in Basrah 
district. 


Opening fire on an Iraqi barge in the 
Shatt-al-Arab. 

Opening fire on a Singapore ship by Iranian 
forces in the Shatt-al-Arab. 


Opening fire on an Iraqi ship by Iranian 
forces in the Shatt-al-Arab. 


Opening fire on the Iraqi Coastal Guard 
Command, Basrah sector, by Iranian forces. 


Opening fire on Mendeli town (several 
times). 


Opening fire on Khanaqeen town. 


Opening fire on Qorato town. 


Opening fire along the Shatt-al-Arab water- 
way to hinder navigation. 


99 


Opening fire on Mendeli town. 


5/1/6/15064 
23/10/1980 


23/9/1980 


Refuting Iranian allegations on the treat- 

ment of Iranian prisoners of war and pro- 
testing the maltreatment of Iraqi prisoners 
of war. 


7/1/4/15152 
30/10/1980 


30/10/1980} Informing the Iranian Government that the 
closure of the Hormuz Straits would mean 


expansion of the war zone. 
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TEXTS OF THE OFFICIAL NOTES 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighboring: 5/1/24/2089 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 4th March 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Iranian Embassy 
in Baghdad, and has the honour of informing it that the appropriate Iraqi 
authorities have stated the following: 


1. At 1030 hours on 23/2/1979, an Iranian Phantom plane penetrated the Carmic 
area and flew over Baban and Penjwin, then returned to Iranian air space in the 
direction of Benawa Souta. At 1035 hours it returned, once again, from the 
direction of Benawa Souta and flew over Penjwin, then it disappeared into Ira- 
nian air space in the direction of the Hilalawa. 


2. At 0850 hours on 24/2/1979, five Iranian Phantom planes, flying in formation 
proceeding from the direction of Jouman, penetrated Iraqi air space and flew 
over the area of Diana-Sar Hassan Bek-Sarbardi, at a low altitude, proceeded to 
the Kanirash area, then flew once again over the Diana area at a high altitude. 


The Ministry requests the Embassy to convey the aforesaid to the appropriate 
Iranian authorities in order to prevent such acts of encroachment and advise the 
Ministry of the result of the efforts of the esteemed Embassy. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Iranian Embassy, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/5441 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 10th June, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it that the ag- 
gressive demonstrations in Iran against Iraq have been repeated and there were 
demonstrations in front of the Embassy of the Republic of Iraq in Teheran and the 
other Iraqi institutions in Iran the last of which was the demonstration on 9/6/1979 
in front of the Embassy of the Republic of Iraq headed by one of the Iranian 
clergymen. The demonstrators shouted slogans against Iraq and carried placards on 
which there were provocative expressions. 

While the Government of the Republic of Iraq protests against these aggressive 
and provocative acts directed against Iraq it demands that they be ended because 
they violate the good neighbourliness which the two countries agreed to promote, 
and the competent authorities will be held responsible for any act that may be taken 
against the Embassy of the Republic of Iraq, its personnel and the other Iraqi institu- 
tions and their personnel. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/5661 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 14th June, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour of informing it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities advised it that at 1730 
hours on 31/5/1979, a helicopter proceeded from the direction of Khorramshahr 
town and flew over the Iraqi observation tower of Um al-Resas, and penetrated our 
air space from the way of Basrah-Fao, where it proceeded northwards then returned 
in a southern direction above the aforementioned way, and returned afterwards to 
the Iranian territories. Immediately after the disappearance of the helicopter, an Ira- 
nian reconnaissance Orion P.3F plane appeared in the air, and flew over Khorram- 
shahr, then proceeded to the Iraqi territories going the same path which was used by 
the aforesaid helicopter, but it went deeper in depth inside Iraqi air space; thence it 
returned southwards above the Basrah-Fao way. 

The Ministry requests that the above information be conveyed to the appropriate 
Iranian authorities and advise the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/5779 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 18th June, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour of informing it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities advised it of the follow- 
ing: 


At 1230 hours on 9th June, 1979, an armed Iranian helicopter penetrated the Ira- 
qi air space at a high altitude proceeding from the Mohammed and Hassan posts 
to the Al-Wihdah post, Haj Omran sub-district and Al-Risalah Post; then it 
entered the Iranian territories. 


The Ministry requests the above information be conveyed to the appropriate Ira- 
nian authorities to prevent penetration events and inform the Ministry of the result. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/5777 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 18th June, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, in Baghdad, and has the 
honour of informing it of the following: 


1. The appropriate Iraqi authorities have informed the Ministry that an Iranian 
Phantom plane penetrated Iraqi air space at 0715 hours on the morning of 
11/6/1979 from the direction of the Iraqi Hilalawa village proceeding to War- 
bawa camp. 


2. On 11/6/1979, before noon, an Iranian war plane penetrated Iraqi air space and 
surveyed some areas attached to the Shehrabazar sub-district, then it returned to 
the Iranian frontiers. 


3. On 12/6/1979, an Iranian war plane penetrated Iraqi air space and surveyed 
some areas of Mawit sub-district, then it headed towards the Iranian frontiers. 


The Ministry requests the above information be conveyed to the appropriate Ira- 
nian authorities in order that they may issue their instructions not to repeat the pene- 
tration by Iranian war planes of Iraqi air space and advise the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/5915 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 20th June, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour of informing it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities have stated the follow- 
ing: 


1. At 1710 hours on 13/6/1979, an Iranian combat plane penetrated Iraqi air space 
at a high altitude, and flew over Taweela town and the Iraqi Oyser post then it 
proceeded in the direction of the Iranian Nosod area. 


2. At 1410 hours on 14/6/1979, an Iranian combat plane penetrated Iraqi air space 
at a high altitude, passing over Taweela town and proceeding to the Iraqi Sarou- 
jak frontiers, Shehrabazar sub-district; then it flew at a very low altitude parallel 
to the Horamann Mountain boundary above the villages of Bani, Bonouk, 
Zayoun, Meri-Sur Amora and Bani Shar Yalanbi; then it passed over the borders 
in the direction of the Iranian territories and the Dezli area. 


3. At 1415 hours on 14/6/1979 in the afternoon, Iraqi air space was penetrated by 
two Iranian war planes, one of them was at a very high altitude and the other ata 
low altitude. Both flew over Taweela town in the direction of the Biyarah area. 
After three minutes of flying they turned back towards the direction of the Ira- 
nian territories. 


The Ministry requests the above information be conveyed to the appropriate Ira- 
nian authorities in order that they may issue their strict instructions to put an end to 
the penetration of Iranian war planes into Iraqi air space and advise the Ministry of 


the result. 
The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/5963 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 21st June, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour of informing it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities advised us of the 
following: 


1. At 0720 hours on 12/6/1979, two Iranian war planes violated Iraqi air space. 
They were proceeding from Iranian air space to the Maidan area, and returned 
afterwards, at 0730 hours to the border-line at a medium altitude. 


2. At0645 hours on 14/6/1979, two Iranian war planes were seen at a high altitude, 
coming from Mahran sub-district in the direction of borders, opposite the boun- 
dary posts in the sectors of al-Darraji and Sa’ad, along the mountainous range, 
causing noise, then they receded into the depth of the Iranian territories. 


3. At0850 hours on 16/4/1979, an Iranian helicopter was seen proceeding from the 
Iranian Mahran sub-district as it flew over the border-line until it reached the 
area over the Iranian Redha Abad post, and returned afterwards to the said sub- 
district. 


4. At 0900 hours on 16/6/1979, two Iranian war planes were seen proceeding from 
the Iranian territories along the borders; then they entered the Iraqi territories. 
‘At 1015 hours two other Iranian war planes were seen coming from Naft Shah, 
parallel with the border-line in the direction of Tenkau, then reentered the Ira- 
nian territories. 


The Ministry requests that the above information be conveyed to the appropriate 
Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their instructions to put an end to the 
cases of penetration of Iraqi air space. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/5961 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, Sth June, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour of informing it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities advised it of the follow- 
ing: 


1. At 2100 hours on 10th June, 1979 an Iranian helicopter violated our air space in 
the Sulaimaniya area. Its speed was 200 km/hr., and it was flying at an altitude 
of 2 kilometres. It remained within our air space for three minutes, then disap- 
peared southward of the Sulaimaniya area. 


2. At 0628 hours on 11th June, 1979, an Iranian fighter violated our air space in the 
area of Sulaimaniya east, at a speed of 700 km/hr. at an altitude of 6 kilometres. 
It went deep inside our air space for 30 kilometres, and three minutes, then 
returned to Iranian air space where it disappeared near the Iranian. town of 
Sanandjj. 


3. At 0715 hours on 11th June, 1979 an Iranian Phantom plane violated our fron- 
tiers in the direction of Penjwin and Chwarta, at a low altitude; then it proceed- 
ed towards the Iranian frontiers. 


The Ministry requests that the above-mentioned information be conveyed to the 
appropriate Iranian authorities in order to issue their instructions so that Iranian 
planes will not violate Iraqi air space, and advise us of the result. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/6039 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 24th June, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour of stating that at 1330 hours on 5/6/1979, Iraqi air space was violated by an 
Iranian war plane over the Tamrjeen area in the direction of Haj Omran - Rayat 
-Darband, then it went back in the same direction to inside the Iranian territories. 

The Ministry requests that the above information be conveyed to the appropriate 
Iranian authorities in order to issue their strict instructions to put an end to the viola- 
tion of Iraqi air space, and inform this Ministry. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/6135 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 27th June, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad. Referring to 
the meeting that took place on 21/6/1979 with the Chargé d’Affaires about the state- 
ment of Mr. Sadiq Tabtabai, the Political Assistant of the Iranian Ministry of In- 
terior, on 19/6/1980 that Iran does not adhere to the Algiers Accord of 1975. 

As there was no answer from the Embassy to our inquiry about this statement we 
have the honour to indicate that such statement had been repeated by Iranian of- 
ficials and that the Government of the Republic of Iraq would like to point out that 
abrogation of the Agreement of 1975 means the return of parts of Shatt-al-Arab that 
were held by Iran to Iraq. 

This Ministry kindly requests the Embassy to inform it of the attitude of the Pro- 
visional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran about the repeated statements 
of the Iranian officials, the last one of which was the declaration of the Political 
Assistant of the Iranian Minister of Interior about the Accord of 1975. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew the assurances of its 
highest consideration. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/6185 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 28th June, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities have advised the Ministry 
that Iranian planes violated Iraqi air space at the places and times mentioned 
hereunder: 


1. At 1200 hours on 3/6/1979, three planes violated Iraqi air space parallel to the 
border line in the Fairoz Khan area at a low altitude. 


2. At 1200 hours on 8/6/1979, two helicopters violated Iraqi air space alongside the 
boundary strip from the al-Risalah, Mohammed and Hassan posts area at a low 
altitude. 


3. At0700 hours on 11/6/1979 a fighter plane violated Iraqi air space in the area of 
Majma’ Seraqalat at a low altitude. 


4. At0740 hours on 12/6/1979 a fighter plane violated Iraqi air space in the area of 
Khormal and Biyara sub-district. 


5. At 0800 hours on 13/6/1979, two fighters violated Iraqi air space in the area of 
Mount Bazinan. 


6. At 1320 hours on 13/6/1979, a fighter plane violated Iraqi air space between the 
Iraqi Dhulm village and the Iranian Dazli. 


7. At 0630 hours on 13/6/1979, a fighter plane violated Iraqi air space in the area of 
Resha Kani in the direction of Basini. 


8. At 1000 hours on 13/6/1979 an Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space in 
the area of Benawa Souta. 


9, At 1720 hours on 13/6/1979, Iraqi air space was violated by three fighter planes 
in the area of Taweela. 


10. At 1545 hours on 14/6/1979, Iraqi air space was violated by a fighter plane in the 
areas of Marwa, Basini and Penjwin. 


11. At 1434 hours on 15/6/1979, Iraqi air space was violated by an Iranian war plane 
at a distance of 5 kilometres from the opposite side of Dokan Dam at an altitude 
of 4 kilometres and a speed of 700 km/hr. 


The Ministry avails itself of this occasion to refer to the many cases of recent 
violations of Iraqi air space, and requests to convey this information to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict instructions to put an 
end to the cases of air space violation and advise the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/6293 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 2nd July, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq presents its compliments 
to the Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 
Baghdad, and with reference to its Note No. 237/41-920 dated 14/6/1979, has the 
honour to state that this Ministry denies the contents of the above-mentioned Em- 
bassy’s Note and would like to remind the Provisional Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran of the preamble of the Algiers Accord which provides as follows: 


“In compliance with the principles of territorial sovereignty, borders’ integri- 
ty and non-interference in internal affairs,” the two high contracting parties 
decided to restore peace and mutual confidence along their common borders 
and, consequently, they commit themselves to exercise strict and active control 
on their borders in order to put a definite end to all acts of penetration which are 
of a terrorist nature, regardless of their origin. 


In addition, the Ministry would like to refer to the texts of Protocol relating to 
Security on the Borders between Iraq and Iran which was signed in Baghdad on 13th 
June, 1975, as well as the Protocol’s annex relating to security on the borders be- 
tween Iraq and Iran and the penetration points which stipulates that strict and active 
control should be exercised on these borders in order to put an end to the acts of in- 
filtration which are of a terrorist nature, and to establish close co-operation between 
the two countries for this purpose, and to prevent any illegal infiltration or passage 
through their common borders for the purpose of sabotage, insurrection or 
rebellion. 

The existence of the saboteurs near the Iraqi borders runs counter to the spirit 
and letter of Algiers Accord, as well as to the aforementioned Protocol. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/2/24/6413 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 4th July, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities advised it of the following: 


At 2230 hours on 8th June 1979, two Iranian helicopters flew over the border line 
in the Haj Omran area and at 2245 hours they proceeded towards the Iranian ter- 
ritories above Kodo mountain (Rawandouz 1/100000). 


The Ministry requests that the above information be conveyed to the appropriate 
Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their orders to prevent such en- 
croachments, and advise the Ministry of the result. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/6723 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 16th July, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities advised us of these acts of 
ageression on Iraqi territories as mentioned hereunder: 


1. At 1030 hours on 27/6/1979 saboteurs opened fire on the control post (9139) 
with light weapons, medium machineguns and 81mm. mortars, in the direction 
of those hills near the Iranian Biwa (9229) village. 


2. At 1815 hours on 25/6/1979, saboteurs opened fire on the outposts with 81mm. 
mortars, then they withdrew inside the Iranian territories. 


3. At 1900 hours on 25/6/1979, saboteurs opened fire on the outposts with 60mm. 
mortars, from inside the Iranian territories. Three Iranian vehicles were seen 
moving from the area of firing to the Iranian Khatimi Shaikhan (9245) village. 


The Ministry requests that the Embassy convey the aforementioned information 
to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict instruc- 
tions not to repeat these acts of aggression on Iraqi territories, and advise the 
Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/7251 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 28th July, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities stated the following: 


1. At 0900 hours on 22/6/1979, two Iranian Phantom war planes proceeded from 
the Iranian Ilam province towards the Iranian Mehran sub-district. 
At 0910 hours on the same day, the two planes violated Iraqi air space at a high 
altitude between the boundary posts of Al-Darraji and Al-Sadoor. 


2. At 0900 hours on 22/6/1979, two Iranian war planes were seen flying on the 
border line in the direction of the sector of the Al-Ziad boundary post, and 
returned afterwards to the Iranian territories. 


The Ministry requests that the above information be conveyed to the appropriate 
Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their orders to prevent such en- 
croachments and advise this Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/12/7369 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 30th July, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to advise it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities stated that some Iranian 
private boats follow and harass the commercial ships sailing to the Iraqi ports, and 
oblige the crews of those ships to sell them alcoholic beverages and cigarettes; then 
they steal some of the ships’ cargo. 

These events endanger the safety of the ships and their crews as well as the safety 
of the Iraqi ship pilots. Moreover, such events hinder the movements of ships. 

The Ministry requests that the Embassy convey the above information to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may take the necessary measures to 
deter these infiltrators and to prevent the Iranian private boats from coming near the 
ships. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/7795 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 8th August, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Provisional 
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to in- 
form it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities stated that, at 0920 hours on 
29/7/1979, two Iranian war planes came from the Iranian territories and flew over 
the al-Za’faraniyah hill-post belonging to the al-Shihabi Police post (Wasit sector). 

The Ministry requests that the Embassy convey the above to the appropriate Ira- 
nian authorities in order that they may issue their strict instructions to prevent repeti- 
tion of such encroachments on Iraqi air space, and advise the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/11232 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 12th August, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities advised the Ministry of the 
following: 


At 1010 hours on 1/8/1979, two Iranian war planes flew over the border line in 
the area lying between the New Hussein Post and the Qotaiba Police post, then 
returned to the Iranian territories in the direction of Qasr Shireen at 1015 hours. 


The Ministry requests the esteemed Embassy to convey the above to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict instructions to 
put an end to such encroachments of Iraqi air space. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/1/11508 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 16th August, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities stated that an Iranian 
patrol opened heavy fire on car No. 1305 belonging to the border’s guard. That was 
at 1730 hours on 25/7/1979, in the area lying between Ghazeel and Asyoud in Basrah 
province. 

The Ministry requests that the above information be conveyed to the appropriate 
Iranian authorities and not to repeat such acts. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 


69 


REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/11600 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 20th August, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities advised the Ministry that 
Iranian military aircraft committed the following violations at the dates and places 
mentioned hereunder: 


1. An Iranian military plane violated Iraqi air space to a distance of 16 kilometres at 
0907 hours on 17/6/1979 to the southeast of Amara. 


2. Iranian military planes committed similar violations during the period from Sun- 
day 1/7/1979 at 0800 hours up to Monday 2/7/1979 at 0800 hours, and along the 
Iraqi-Iranian border line, opposite Sulaimaniya and Bazargan - Al-Qurnah, and 
also on 2/7/1979 from 0800 hours up to 0800 hours on Tuesday, 3rd July, 1979 
opposite Khanaqeen. 


3. On 4/7/1979 from 0800 hours up to 0800 hours on Thursday Sth July, 1979, 
along the Iraqi-Iranian border line. opposite Al-Qurnah, Barzagan, Rayat and 
Haj Omran. 


4. On Saturday, 7/7/1979 from 0800 hours up to 0800 hours on Sunday, 8th July, 
1979, and along the Iraqi-Iranian border line opposite Al-Qurnah and Bazargan. 


This intense activity of the Iranian military planes near the Iranian border areas 
constitutes a provocative act which does not serve the development of friendly rela- 
tions and good neighbourliness between our two countries. 

The Ministry requests that the above information be conveyed to the appropriate 
Iranian authorities, and advise this Ministry. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/11834 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 28th August, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities advised it that an Iranian 
war plane violated Iraqi air space at 1500 hours on 16/8/1979 in Oyser area and flew 
over Taweela town which is attached to the Biyara sub-district and deviated from the 
road of the Iraqi Dezawor area at a high altitude. 

At 1700 hours on the same day, another war plane violated Iraqi air space in the 
same area and in an opposite direction of the first plane, and deviated from the Iraqi 
Oyser area. 

‘The Ministry requests that the above information be conveyed to the appropriate 
Iranian authorities to put an end to the violation acts, and to advise the Ministry of 
the results of those efforts in this regard. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/1187 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 29th August, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities advised the Ministry that 
fire was opened on an Iraqi vehicle by an Iranian ambush in the area lying between 
the Iranian Al-Kushk post and the Iraqi opposite post at 2030 hours in the evening of 
16th June 1979. Three flash bombs were shot, also, in the direction of the Iraqi ter- 
ritories in the same area. The Iraqi authorities notified the Border Commissioner of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran in Khorramshahr. 

The Ministry shall be obliged if the esteemed Embassy will convey this to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order to carry out an investigation and advise the 
Ministry of the results of its efforts in this regard. The Iraqi authorities stress that the 
aforesaid accident occurred at the specified time. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/11892 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 29th August, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the Iraqi authorities stated that at 0910 hours on 29/7/1979, 
two Iranian war planes violated Iraqi air space near the al-Halfaya border post in the 
northern direction. On arriving at the Al-Karamah border post, they proceeded 
towards the Iranian air space. 

The Ministry shall be obliged if the esteemed Embassy will convey the above to 
the appropriate Iranian authorities in order to arrange, from their side, for preven- 
ting such acts of encroachment on Iraqi air space. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/58866 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 2nd September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities advised the Ministry of the 
following: 

At 1225 hours on 23/8/1979, two Iranian helicopters flew over the area (9362) 
and proceeded to Basrah and hence to Iranian air space. At 1310 hours the two 
planes returned and flew over the area (0088) and proceeded to Khormal, then 
returned to Iranian air space. 

The Ministry requests that the Embassy convey the above to the appropriate Ira- 
nian authorities in order that they may issue their strict instructions to prevent such 
encroachments on Iraqi air space and advise the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/12372 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 8th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities advised it that, at 1125 
hours on 23/8/1979, two Iranian helicopters flew over Iraqi air space proceeding to 
Biyara, thence back into Iranian air space. At 1310 hours they returned and flew 
over Iraqi air space, proceeding to Khormal, and returned afterwards to the Iranian 
air space. 

The Ministry requests that the esteemed Embassy convey the above to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict instructions to 
prevent such encroachments on Iraqi air space, putting an end to them, and advise 
this Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/12357 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 8th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honour to in- 
form it that at 1400 hours on 21/8/1979 three Iranian private boats attacked a tug 
boat (Houandi), which was in the service of one of the companies in Iraq. The boats 
were proceeding from the sea to Basrah in the Borda area while attempting to steal 
the tug boat. The people who were on board the boats were carrying weapons, but 
they were repulsed by patrols of the Iraqi al-Wasiliyah Police Station who forced 
them to retreat. 

The Ministry shall be obliged if the esteemed Embassy will convey the above to 
the appropriate Iranian authorities in order to prevent such actions which endanger 
navigation in the Shatt-al-Arab and cause damage to the interests of the two coun- 
tries. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/12416 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 9th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities stated the following: 


At 1935 hours on 30/8/1979, Iraqi air space was violated by an Iranian war 
plane, at a low altitude, coming from the Biara sub-district, and flew twice over 
Taweela town within the Halabja sub-district. It returned then, back toward the 
Iranian air space via Taweela way and the Iranian Dezawor area. 


The Ministry requests that the esteemed Embassy convey the above to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict instructions to 
put an end to such encroachments on Iraqi air space, and advise the Ministry 


accordingly. 
The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/12446 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 10th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities advised the Ministry of the 
following: 


At 1450 hours on 25/8/1979 the Frontier Police Station of Al-Darraji, coor- 
dinates 99713 - Zarbatiya 1/100 000, saw an Iranian Phantom plane flying at the 
same line heading towards Ilam Province. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the esteemed Embassy com- 
municate the above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may 
issue their strict orders to put an end to these violations of Iraqi air space and inform 
the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/58949 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 11th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities pointed out that on 
2/9/1979 an artillery shell fell and exploded inside Iraqi lands over the Iranian fron- 
tier line in the Khobarashi area. 

The Ministry requests that the Embassy communicate the above to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their instructions to pre- 
vent such encroachments on Iraqi frontiers and inform the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 


79 


REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/58950 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 11th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqui authorities stated that one of the Iranian navy patrols violated Iraqi 
territorial waters at 2030 hours on 16/7/1979 and fired near the Iraqi outpost in that 
area. 

The Ministry requests the Embassy to communicate the above to the appropriate 
Iranian authorities to issue their instructions to prevent such encroachments on Iraqi 
territorial waters. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/12538 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 12th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Provisional 
Government of the Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad, and has the honour to in- 
form it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities pointed out the following: 


1. At 1110 hours on 16/8/1979 an Iranian military plane penetrated Iraqi air space 
and flew over the Khormal area (9406). It then proceeded in the direction of the 
Biyara area (0298) flying at a high altitude. 


2. At 1500 hours on 16/8/1979 an Iranian Phantom. plane carrying rockets under 
its wings penetrated Iraqi air space and flew over the Biyara area (0298) and the 
Taweela area (0790). It then returned to inside Iranian territory at a low altitude. 


3. At 1610 hours on 16/8/1979 two Iranian military planes penetrated Iraqi air 
space and flew over the Halabcha area (9892) for ten minutes. They then went 
back towards the Iranian frontier. 


The Ministry requests that the Embassy communicate the above to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities to issue their strict orders to prevent such violations of 
Iraqi air space and inform it accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/5/12601 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 13th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities informed it that fire was 
exchanged between members of the Iranian Shoshmi post and Iranian Kurdish 
armed men from the night of 27-28/8/1979 until morning. Exchange of fire took 
place on 28/8 using mortars directly on our frontiers. 

The Ministry requests that the Embassy communicate the above to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict orders to prevent 
such encroachments on the Iraqi frontiers and inform the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/12586 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 13th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities informed this Ministry that 
at 1000 hours on 26/8/1979 two Iranian Phantom planes were seen from co- 
ordinates (99719) flying over the Iraqi-Iranian border line coming from the Ilam pro- 
vince to the Mahran district. The planes then returned over the same line to the Ilam 
province. 

The Ministry requests that the Embassy communicate the above to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders to pre- 
vent such violations of Iraqi air space; and inform this Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/23/11695 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 16th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities notified it of the following: 


On 31/8/1979 two flash bombs were seen from the side opposite the Iranian 
Shoshmi outpost in the direction of the Iraqi Taweela town. This was followed 
by two artillery shells from the Iranian side in the direction of Wadi Olar near 
Taweela town which later exploded in the Taweela area. 


The Ministry requests that the Embassy communicate the above to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders to pre- 
vent such encroachments on the Iraqi frontiers and inform the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/12727 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 17th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities communicated the follow- 
ing: 


At 0635 hours on 3/9/1979 a helicopter of the Iranian Oil Company passed over 
the frontier on 21/7 at a low altitude near the frontier outpost of Ammash, then 
flew back in the direction of the Iranian Fakka area. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy communicate the 
above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict 
orders to put an end to these violations of Iraqi air space and inform the Ministry of 


the result. 
The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 


assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/12789 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 18th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities informed the Ministry that 
at 1730 hours on 5/9/1979 some shells passed over the Iraqi frontier and fell near 
Ourish mountain. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in Baghdad communicate the above to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities in order that they may issue strict orders to put an end to these en- 
croachments on Iraqi frontiers. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/12847 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 20th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the 
honour to inform it that on 21/8/1979 Iranian vessels attacked the Korean tug boat 
which was towing a barge loaded with a cargo heading from the Gulf to Basrah while 
it was passing through Bowarda wharf. This attack was a surprise attack and some 
of the Iranian crew jumped on board the towed barge and broke one of the boxes 
and grabbed some of its contents. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy communicate the 
above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their orders 
to prevent repetition of these acts in the Shatt-al-Arab waterway which may jeopar- 
dise the interests of both countries. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/12929 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 23rd September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities informed the Ministry of 
the following: 


1. At 1515 hours on 5/9/1979 three Iranian helicopters penetrated Iraqi air space 
flying over the Taweela sub-district, then headed towards the Biyara and Khor- 
mal areas. Then the helicopters went back to Iran at a medium altitude. 


2. At 1140 hours on 7/9/1979 an Iranian helicopter penetrated Iraqi air space flying 
over the Biyara sub-district, then it headed towards the Halabcha area and then 
towards the Taweela area and then back to Iran. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy communicate the 
above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict 
orders to prevent repetition in future and inform the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/3/12956 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 24th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the 
honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi authorities informed the Ministry of 
the following: 


At 1415 hours on 10/9/1979 three bombs were dropped inside the Taweela-Biara 
sub-district and another bomb was dropped on the telephone office of Taweela. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran communicate the above to the appropriate Iranian authorities so 
that they may issue their strict orders to put an end to these violations of Iraqi ter- 
ritorial integrity and inform the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/13055 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 27th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities notified the Ministry that at 1930 hours on 30/8/1979 an 
Iranian war plane flew over the Kipyar sub-district at a high altitude for five 
minutes. At 1945 hours on the same day the plane flew over Halabcha town, then it 
headed towards Iran. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy communicate the 
above to the Iranian appropriate authorities in order that they may issue their strict 
orders to put an end to such violations of Iraqi air space and inform the Ministry ac- 
cordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/5/13057 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 27th September, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy ~f the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it tha + ie ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated to it the following: 


1. On 10/9/1979 at 1410 hours, two Iranian war planes flew in the di. tion of the 
Souskan outpost and began strafing the area. Some shots fell near the outpost. 


2. On 10/9/1979 at 1630 hours, three bombs fells inside the Iraqi town of Taweela. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy communicate the 
above to the appropriate authorities in order that they may issue strict orders to pre- 
vent such violations in the future and inform this Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/59167 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 6th October, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that at 0825 
hours on 16/9/1979, four Iranian armed helicopters violated Iraqi air space. One of 
these helicopters landed at Sona village and kidnapped four persons and blew up two 
vehicles at Sona belonging to Iranian refugees while the other three helicopters were 
flying over the area. At 0845 hours the three helicopters returned to Iranian lands. 

At 0900 hours Iranian artillery shelled the Sona area until 0945 hours. An Ira- 
nian tank penetrated Iraqi territory and took up a position between Bench Mark No. 
2802/2739 and Bench Mark 3803/2313 in Square 2802. 

This Ministry requests that the Embassy communicate the above violations com- 
mitted by Iranian planes and regular forces against our frontiers and territory to the 
appropriate Iranian authorities in the interest of brotherly relations between the two 
countries. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/59182 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 7th October, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 


Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


l. 


At 1515 hours on 18/10/1979 an armed Iranian helicopter violated Iraqi air 
space. It flew over the Sona area at a high altitude for five minutes and went 
back inside Iranian territory in the direction of Shena which was strafed for ten 
minutes. 


At 0650 hours on 19/10/1979 two Iranian fighter planes, one flying at a high 
altitude and the other at medium altitude, violated the Iraqi air space. One of 
these fighters fired a rocket in Sona valley. It then retreated into Iranian ter- 
ritory. 


At 0855 hours on the same day, an unidentified plane passed over Isos Mountain 
in the direction of Karo, flying at a high altitude. 


At 0530 hours of the same day two Iranian armed planes of the Alouette type 
strafed the bench mark on the frontier for fifteen minutes. 


This Ministry requests that the Embassy communicate the above to the attention 


of the appropriate Iranian authorities. 


The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 


assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/59201 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 9th October, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and referring to its several notes on the viola- 
tions committed by Iranian planes against Iraqi air space, has the honour to inform 
the Embassy that the appropriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


1. At 2400 hours on 20/9/1979 an Iranian plane dropped flash bombs between the 
Murowy and Mask outposts. 


2. At 2400 hours on 20/9/1979 an Iranian fighter plane violated the area between 
Bani Binouk and Chwarta and dropped flash bombs. 


3. At 0850 hours on 20/9/1979 an Iranian helicopter violated Iraqi air space flying 
between Qasr Shireen and Kermanshah over the Iraqi outpost of Hadifa. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy communicate the 
above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict orders 
to put an end to such violations and encroachments of Iraqi air space and to prevent 
their repetition in the future and inform this Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/13902 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 11th October, 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


1. At 0825 hours on 16/9/1979 four Iranian helicopters violated Iraqi air space and 
flew over the Souta area of the Qalat Deza sector opposite the Iranian sub- 
district of Sardasht. They went back to Iranian air space at 0855 hours. 


2. At 0900 hours on 16/9/1979 Iranian artillery shelled the Souta area until 0945 
hours. 


3. At 0930 hours on 16/9/1979 an Iranian tank violated Iraqi territory in the 
Helsho area and took up position there. 


4. At 1525 hours on 16/9/1979 two Iranian armed helicopters violated the Iraqi air 
space and raided the Souta area. The raid lasted 15 minutes, then they went back 
to Iranian territory. Four civilians were injured. 


5. At 1600 hours on 16/9/1979, Iranian artillery shelled the Taweela area. 14 shells 
were dropped near the Suskan outpost south of Taweela. The shelling continued 
until 1620 hours of the same day. 


6. Iranian artillery started shelling at 0830 hours on 16/9/1979 the Iraqi outpost in 
the Haj Omram area until 1030 hours of the same day. 


While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs protests the Iranian violations, it requests 
that the Embassy communicate the above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in 
order that they may issue strict orders to put an end to these violations. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/13899 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 11th October 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


1. At 1930 hours on 4/9/1979 an Iranian war plane violated Iraqi air space from 
Dezli in the direction of Khormal and Halabcha. It then proceeded towards the 
Iranian frontiers. 


2. At 1150 hours on 7/9/1979 an Iranian helicopter violated Iraqi air space over the 
Kawera area for ten minutes. At 1200 hours the plane returned to Iranian ter- 
ritory in the direction of Howar village. 


3. At 1745 hours on 7/9/1979 an Iranian helicopter violated Iraqi air space over the 
Mawit area. It then went in the direction of Pasni, Chwarta and Penjwin and 
back into Iranian air space. 


4, At 1410 hours on 10/9/1979 two Iranian war planes flew over the Iraqi village of 
Shoshmi and strafed it. One of the planes flew in the direction of the Iraqi 
Souskan outpost and began firing machine guns. Some of the shots fell near the 
outpost. 


5. Asaresult of the Iranian artillery shelling on the frontier areas, three bombs fell 
inside Taweela town at 1630 hours on 10/9/1979. 


6. At 1700 hours on 10/9/1979 one of the Iranian helicopters fired a rocket in the 
direction of the Iraqi garrison at Gayyara. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests the Embassy to communicate the above 
to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict orders to put 
an end to these violations of Iraqi air space and to prevent future repetition, and in- 
form the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/13944 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 13th October 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


1. At 1020 hours on 25/9/1979 three Iranian Alouette planes violated Iraqi air 
space and strafed the area of Bench Marks 1714 and 2221. At 1035 hours the 
planes returned to Iranian air space. 


2. At 1030 hours of the same day an armed Iranian plane flying in the direction of 
north-south strafed the peaks of Hos and Akhera as well as the area of Bench 
Marks 2097 and 2708. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests the Embassy to communicate the above 
to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict orders to put 
an end to these violations of Iraqi air space and prevent future repetitions; and in- 
form the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/22/13986 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 14th October 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


1. At 1345 hours on 13/9/1979 two Iranian Phantoms violated Iraqi air space and 
fJew over the Iraqi frontier outpost of Al-Daraji and headed towards the Iranian 
territory from the Wasit province. 


2. At 1000 hours on 22/9/1979 two Iranian planes violated Iraqi air space at a low 
altitude and passed over the Yathrub outpost and headed towards the Qasr 
Shireen airport. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests the Embassy to communicate the above 
to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issure their strict in- 
structions to put an end to these violations and encroachments on the Iraqi air space 
which have been recently repeated many times, prevent their repetition in the future 
and inform this Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy ‘the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/14231 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 18th October 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


1. At 0740 hours on 24/9/1979 two Iranian planes violated Iraqi air space. They 
flew over the the Sadiq frontier outpost and then headed towards Qasr Shireen. 


2. At 1000 hours on 22/9/1979, two Iranian war planes flying at a very low altitude 
violated Iraqi air space. They flew over the Yathrub frontier outpost and then 
headed towards Qasr Shireen. 


3. At 1345 hours on 23/9/1979, two Iranian Phantom war planes violated Iraqi air 
space and flew over Al-Daraji frontier Police Post. 


4, At 0830 hours on 6/9/1979, several Iranian artillery shells exploded near Iraqi 
military units. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests the Embassy to communicate the above 
to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict orders in 
order to put an end to such violations of the Iraqi air space, and prevent repetition in 
the future; and inform the Ministry of the result. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 


99 


REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/10/14237 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 18th October 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic and has the honour to inform it that at 0800 hours on 
11/10/1979 the revolutionary guards in Khorramshahr, fully armed, detained 
employees of the Iraqi Consulate General in front of the Consulate premises. The 
employees are Sabih Shehab (Guard), Khairalla Hachim (Driver), Dawood Salman 
(Driver) and Saleh Mehdi (Farrash). The reason for their detention was on the 
pretext of driving their vehicle in a prohibited street. The guards searched the car and 
when they did not find anything, they forced the Consulate personnel to accompany 
them to the headquarters of the guards in order to check their identities and 
passports. On hearing of this incident, the Iraqi Consul called the Qaimaqam of 
Khorramshahr and asked for an explanation of this unacceptable act and for the 
reasoning behind detaining these Iraqi employees. He also protested this measure. 
Following contacts on the part of the Qaimaqam with the H.Q. of the guards, the 
Qaimaqam informed the Consul General that the four persons had been released and 
that they had been detained because they had passed through a prohibited way inside 
the city. 

While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs protests against this irresponsible act 
which runs counter to the principles of international law, in addition to the 
groundlessness of this pretext on the part of the revolutionary guards, it requests 
that the Embassy take measures to put an end to these violations and prevent their 
repetition in the future. The Ministry also would like to indicate that the above- 
mentioned employees did not pass through the aforesaid street and that such in- 
cidents were repeated twice in one single week following the storming of the Iraqi 
primary school of Intifadha in Khorramshahr and the searching of it. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/5/14565 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 27th October 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


Three Iranian planes violated Iraqi air space at 1130 hours on the morning of 
23/9/1979 and strafed Mashan Deshti and Karkasha villages in the sub-district 
of Siweh Yel. One of the Iranians (whose name could not be identified) from the 
Iranian village of Qaisela was killed in this raid. His body was taken by the 
villagers to his native village in Iran as there was no communication between the 
Qaimaqam of Shahr Bazar and the Iranian frontier Commissioner at Parah. 


Please communicate the above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order 
that they may issue strict orders to put an end to such violations and encroachments 
on the air space and to prevent their future recurrence; and inform this Ministry ac- 
cordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/10/14791 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 2nd November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic and has the honour to inform it that agressive acts against 
the Consulate General of the Republic of Iraq in Khorramshahr have recently been 
repeated despite all protests and notes submitted to the Iranian authorities, the last 
of which was when seven armed revolutionary guards of the Iranian authorities 
stormed into the above Consulate on 1/11/1979, attacked one of the Consulate 
guards and held the consular pouch. 

While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly protests what the so-called 
revolutionary guards did, which violates the provisions of the Vienna Convention 
and the principles of international law, it requests the return of the above-mentioned 
diplomatic pouch to the Iraqi Consul at Khorramshahr and it demands that these ag- 
gressors be punished, the repetition of such acts of aggression be prevented and an 
end be put to them. It also demands the protection of all Iraqi institutions and in- 
stallations in Iran. It likewise demands an explanation of this aggression and re- 
quests that the Ministry of Foreign Affairs be informed of the result. 

Awaiting a reply, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs avails itself of this opportunity 
to renew to the Embassy the assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/10/Extraordinary (14790) 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 3rd November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and further to this Ministry’s several notes and 
protests against the Iranian irresponsible conduct and aggression on the Embassy of 
the Republic of Iraq in Teheran, the Iraqi Consulate General in Khorramshahr and 
the Iraqi schools in Iran, ending with Note No. Neighbouring/5/1/10 dated 
2/11/1979 in which this Ministry protested the acts of aggression of the so-called 
revolutionary guards against our Consulate guards in Khorramshahr and the stealing 
of the Consulate diplomatic pouch, and has the honour to mention that instead of 
putting an end to such acts of aggression and punishing the aggressors, the Iranian 
authorities continued their acts of aggression. A number of the aforesaid guards 
took with them a group of demonstrators and attacked the Iraqi Consulate General 
in Khorramshahr, smashed the windows of the premises, tore the Iraqi Flag and the 
photo of the President of the Republic of Iraq, took one Iraqi diplomat and three 
other Consulate personnel with them, having closed the Consulate and prevented the 
other officials from entering it. 

While the Ministry strongly protests all these acts which violate the principles of 
international law and the provisions of the Vienna Convention, it considers the 
repetition of such violations on the part of the Iranian authorities as an act meant to 
worsen the relations between the two countries. This Ministry also requests an ex- 
planation of the intentions of the Iranian authorities regarding these encroachments 
on the Iraqi institutions in Iran and demands that an end be put to them and that the 
ageressors be punished, and that the Ministry be informed of the result. 

Awaiting a reply, the Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the 
Embassy the assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/14834 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 4th November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


1. At 1515 hours on 11/10/1979, three Iranian helicopters violated Iraqi air space 
and flew over the Biyara area (0198) at a medium altitude for 3 minutes in the 
direction of Taweela sub-district (0795). 


2. The above-mentioned helicopters opened fire on one of the Iraqi military units at 
the Balkha area and the outpost of Bench Mark No. 01821. They fired on two 
civilian vehicles along the Biyara-Taweela road near the Balkha village (0495) 
and Souskan (0693). This incident led to the death of the driver of one of the 
vehicles while three other occupants were injured. 


The Ministry requests the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran to com- 
municate the above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order to issue their strict 
orders and directives to put an end to these violations and encroachments, and 
punish the aggressors. It also demands that orders be given to the Iranian military 
units not to cross the frontier line, that appropriate compensation be paid for each 
person killed and injured, and that the Ministry be informed accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/14833 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 4th November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


1. At 0903 hours on 2/10/1979, an Iranian war plane violated Iraqi air space east of 
Teeb in the Kut Sector. It then went back in the direction of the Iranian frontier. 


2. At 1815 hours on 11/10/1979, an Iranian helicopter violated Iraqi air space over 
Biyara town in the Halabcha district for 3 minutes. It then went back in the 
direction of the Iranian frontier. 


3. At 1530 hours on 13/10/1979, two Iranian helicopters violated Iraqi air space 
over Taweela town for 5 minutes. They then went back in the direction of the 
Iranian frontier. 


4. At 1615 hours on 15/10/1979, an Iranian helicopter violated Iraqi air space over 
the Penjwin district and landed near the camp of the Iranian refugees. A cor- 
poral came out and asked whether the helicopter had landed in Iraqi or Iranian 
territory. When he knew that the territory in which the plane had landed was Ira- 
qi territory, the helicopter immediately took off in the direction of the Iraqi- 
Iranian frontier. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy communicate the 
above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict orders 
to put an end to these violations and to prevent future repetition, and to inform this 
Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/10/14925 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 6th November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and while reaffirming the contents of its two 
Notes Nos. Neighbouring/5/1/10 and Neighbouring/5/1/10/Extraordinary, dated 
2, 3/11/1979, it has the honour to point out that the Iraqi Consulate General in 
Khorramshahr was searched again, yesterday, by the so-called revolutionary guards. 
The Consul General of the Republic of Iraq in Khorramshahr contacted the Qaima- 
qam of Khorramshahr about this aggression and the latter informed him that the Ira- 
nian Foreign Ministry had stated that it was not in a position to provide protection to 
the Iraqi Consulate and its personnel and that it felt that the Iraqis ought to be con- 
fined to their homes. 

The Qaimaqam and the head of the so-called revolutionary guards asked the 
Consul General not to hoist the Iraqi Flag on the Consulate premises for four days 
until —as it termed it—the situation normalised. 

Today eight armed individuals stormed into the Consulate General in Kerman- 
shah and detained one of the diplomats and another adminstrative official. They 
damaged the furniture and the windows of the Consulate premises. 

While the Government of the Republic of Iraq strongly protests the recurrence 
of these acts of aggression which run counter to all the principles and norms of inter- 
national law and the Vienna Convention and the principles of good neighbourliness, 
it finds itself obliged to hold the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran respon- 
sible for these acts of aggression and requests that an end be put to them and the ag- 
gressors be punished. The Ministry requests further that an end be put to interfering 
in the Iraqi Consulates General in Khorramshahr and Kermanshah and the dif- 
ficulties placed in their way in order to enable them to perform their routine func- 
tions. The Ministry also requests the protection of the two Iraqi Consulates General 
in Khorramshahr and Kermanshah together with all other Iraqi institutions and in- 
stallations in Iran by providing them with immunity and security to their premises 
according to the norms of international law, and inform the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/10/14962 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 7th November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and further to its Note No. 861/14-930, dated 
3/11/1979 has the honour to inform it that this Ministry denies the contents of the 
Embassy’s Note and confirms the contents of the two Notes of the Ministry Nos. 
Neighbouring/5/1/10 and Neighbouring/5/1/10/Extraordinary dated 2, 3, Oc- 
tober, 1979 regarding the aggression committed against the Consulate General of 
Iraq in Khorramshahr by the so-called revolutionary guards who repeated their ag- 
gression many times. The Minstry confirms the contents of its Note No. Neighbour- 
ing/5/1/10/14925 dated 6/11/1979 on the repeated acts of aggression against the 
Consulates General of the Republic of Iraq in Khorramshahr and Kermanshah and 
their personnel in a manner confirming that all these acts of aggression were 
deliberate and were committed with the knowledge and direction of the Iranian 
authorities. Contrary to what is mentioned in the Embassy’s Note regarding pro- 
viding the premises of the Consulate General with guards to protect them, the 
Qaimaqam of Khorramshahr informed the Consul that the Iranian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs had informed him that it could not provide adequate protection for 
the Consulate General and its personnel. 

The allegation of the Embassy that the Iraqi Government maintains an ag- 
gressive attitude towards Iran is absolutely groundless. The contrary is true as the 
Government of Iraq has indicated time and again its sincere desire to establish nor- 
mal relations, even good relations, with the neighbouring country of Iran, but unfor- 
tunately this desire was not reciprocated by the Iranian Government which intends to 
worsen the relations between the two neighbouring countries, which are linked to 
each other by many ties and common interests. This is evidenced by the campaign 
launched by the Iranian mass media against Iraq and its leaders, the repeated acts of 
ageression committed by the Iranian authorities against the Embassy of Iraq in 
Teheran, the Consulates General in Khorramshahr and Kermanshah and the Iraqi 
schools in Iran, and the taking away by force of the diplomatic pouch which belong- 
ed to the Iraqi Consulate General in Khorramshahr as the Embassy admitted in its 
above-mentioned Note. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/15030 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 8th November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


1. At 2115 hours on 23/9/1979 an Iranian war plane flew over the Chwarta area 
and the Iraqi units tried to contact it by antenna but it did not respond. 


2. At 0740 hours on 24/9/1979 two Iranian planes violated Iraqi air space over the 
Al-Sadiq outpost and went back in the direction of Qasr Shireen. 


3. At 1020 hours on 25/9/1979, three Iranian Alouette-type armed planes violated 
the frontier line and bombarded the Bench Mark No. 17/14 for 15 minutes and 
then went back inside Iran. | 


At 1035 hours on the same day, another Alouette-type plane was seen heading 
from the north to the south and bombarded Hermin, the Akhera mountains and 
Bench Mark No. 2079 for 10 minutes. The planes then went back inside Iran. 


4. At 1200 hours on 26/9/1979 two Iranian planes violated Iraqi air space and flew 
over the Police Station of Yathrub and then went back inside Iran. 


5. At 1335 hours on 28/9/1979 an Iranian fighter violated Iraqi air space over 
Chwarta. 


6. At 1700 hours of the same day another Iranian plane violated Iraqi air space over 
the Qalat Deza area for 15 minutes. 


7. At 1130 hours on 30/9/1979 an Iranian Phantom plane violated Iraqi air space 
over the Hurriya outpost. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy communicate the 
above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict orders 
and directives to put an end to these encroachments and violations of Iraqi air space 
and prevent their repetition in the future, and inform this Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/10/15089 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 10th November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq presents its compliments 
to the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and further to its Notes, 
the last of which was Note No. 5/1/5/14962 dated 7/11/1979, has the honour to in- 
form it that on 27/10/1979 some agents affiliated with the so-called Islamic Action 
Organization hung photos, slogans and posters on the walls opposite the Chancellery 
of the Embassy of the Republic of Iraq in Teheran, and some of these agents 
threatened some of the personnel of the Embassy with knives, despite the policemen 
who were stationed in front of the Chancellery but who did not interfere whatsoever. 

The personnel of the Embassy immediately contacted the Minstry of Foreign Af- 
fairs which informed them that the Under-Secretary of the Ministry had been 
notified of the incident and that protection of the Embassy would be reinforced. But 
this measure has not been carried out. 

On the night of 28-29/10/1979 some people wrote abusive slogans about Iraq 
and the President of the Republic of Iraq and wrote some insulting slogans on the 
walls of the Iraqi Airways office in Teheran as well as on the wall of the Iraqi school 
in Teheran. 

While the Government of the Republic of Iraq strongly protests these violations 
which run counter to all principles of International Law, the Vienna Convention and 
good neighbourliness, it feels bound to hold the Government of the Islamic Republic 
of Iran responsible for all these violations and acts of aggression, and demands that 
it take measures to put an end to them, severely punish the aggressors, and stop in- 
terfering in Iraqi institutions and affairs in Iran, including their routine work. The 
Ministry also demands the provision of efficient protection to all these institutions 
and their personnel according to the international principles in this connection and 
that this Ministry be informed accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/12/15241 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 13th November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities indicated that small Iranian boats often pass through the 
Thalweg line of the Shatt-al-Arab and that there are five Iranian buoys on the Iraqi 
side of the Shatt-al-Arab directly opposite the Seeba sub-district. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy communicate the 
above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may take the 
necessary measures to put an end to the violations of the Thalweg line by the above- 
mentioned Iranian boats and remove the five Iranian bouys on the Iraqi side, and in- 
form this Ministry of the result. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/10/15352 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 15th November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and further to the Ministry’s several notes on 
the recurrent violations and encroachments committed by the so-called revolu- 
tionary guards against the Iraqi diplomatic mission and the two Consulates as well as 
Iraqi schools and institutions and their personnel in Iran, has the honour to add the 
following: 


At 0830 hours on 6/11/1979 a group of the so-called revolutionary guards at- 
tacked the Iraqi Consulate General in Khorramshahr after sealing off the whole 
area and preventing anybody from entering it. Fifteen Iranian individuals stormed 
into the Iraqi Consulate and began beating up the Consulate officials and guards 
inside, threatening to fire their weapons in case of any resistance or movement. 
They then locked the Consulate personnel up in one of the rooms and rampaged 
through all the sections of the Consulate; they hung photos of Khomeini instead 
of the President of the Republic of Iraq, broke the doors and tore the custodies 
and opened the pouches which contained files and records of the Iraqi communi- 
ty. From inside the Consulate building they contacted the Khomeini head- 
quarters and the Iranian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and informed them of what 
they had done. They typed a circular containing aggressive wording towards Iraq 
and the Iraqi Government on the Consulate typewriter. 


At the same time of the same day another group of the so-called revolutionary 
guards attacked the Iraqi Consul’s residence, broke the windows of the residence 
and fired their weapons at the Consul, his family and the Consul’s special driver 
Mr. Khairalla Hacham. As a result, the driver was shot in his abdomen. The 
Consul, his family and the bleeding driver took refuge at the Japanese Con- 
sulate. The latter telephoned the Qaimaqam of Khorramshahr and the town’s 
policemen and informed them of this aggression. However, no one came to stop 
this aggression. After a lapse of time the chief of the so-called revolutionary 
guards and his assistant came and took the Consul and his family together with 
the injured driver to the Khorramshahr sub-district office. On the same day the 
Iranian authorities took all the other Iraqi Consulate officials and their families 
and deported them, except two persons whom the Iranian authorities ordered to 
leave Iran within two days i.e., by 10/11/1979. Afterwards the Iranian 
authorities sealed up the Consulate buildings with red wax. 


Consequently the Ministry of Foreign Affairs regards what the Iranian 
authorities did as a violation of the provisions of the Vienna Convention on Con- 
sular Relations to which both Iraq and Iran are parties. We would like to mention 
here that Article 31 of this Convention prohibits any violation of the Consulate 
premises or entrance to them. Article 41 stipulates that to detain the Consular of- 
ficials or expose them to any restriction of personal liberties is forbidden. 

This Ministry also reaffirms that the Iranian authorities are duty-bound to pro- 
tect the Consular premises and Consulate personnel in accordance with the provi- 
sions of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes Against Inter- 
nationally Protected Persons, adopted by the General Assembly of the United Na- 
tions at session No. 2202 on 14/12/1974, and ratified by Iran and Iraq in 1978. This 
Convention stipulates that any member states shall punish any person committing 
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aggression against any person enjoying international immunity and shall protect 
their offices and their residences. The provisions of this convention provide that they 
shall take measures to protect them against any aggression on the part of any ag- 
gressor. 

Consequently the Government of the Republic of Iraq strongly protests these 
violations of the international norms and conventions which the Iranian Govern- 
ment adopted. The Iraqi Government also holds the Iranian Government responsi- 
ble for the consequences of all these violations committed against the Iraqi 
Consulate-General and its personnel in Khorramshahr which prevented them from 
carrying out their duties. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/15719 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 25th November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honour to inform it that an unidentified person 
telephoned the Director of the Iraqi Airways Office in Teheran on the morning of 
15/11/1979 at 1130 hours and stated that he was affiliated with the Islamic Action 
Organization and that this Organization would attack the Office and kill all the per- 
sonnel there. He also demanded to have the photo of the President of the Republic 
of Iraq taken away from the Office. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that efficient measures to protect the 
Iraqi institutions on Iranian territories against any aggression be taken, according to 
the principles of international law. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/15843 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 27th November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that at 0300 
hours on Friday, 9/11/1979 an armed group of the guards of the Islamic Revolution 
attacked the Iraqi 14th July School in Ahwaz and searched it, including the cabinets 
and offices. They also lowered the Iraqi flag and took the addresses of the teachers 
after detaining them until 1100 hours. The armed group claimed that the Govern- 
ment of Iraq had closed the Iranian school in Iraq. 

While this Ministry strongly protests this aggression on the part of the so-called 
members of the revolutionary guards, which is contrary to the simplest rules of inter- 
national law, it feels bound to hold the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
responsible for all these violations and requests that it put an end to them, and inflict 
severe punishment on the aggressors, as well as stop interfering in the routine affairs 
and work of the Iraqi institutions and establishments in Iran and putting obstacles in 
their way; it also demands the provision of efficient protection to them and their per- 
sonnel according to international law and that this Ministry be informed according- 
ly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/15904 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 28th November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and further to its several notes ending with 
Note No. 5/1/13/15843 dated 27/11/1979 concerning the repeated and continued 
provocations against the Iraqi institutions, establishments and personnel in Iran, it 
has the honour to inform the Embassy that the Iraqi Intifadha Primary School in 
Khorramshahr was attacked on 25/11/1979. The attackers tore the Iraqi flag which 
was flying over the Consulate building and wrote anti-Iraqi slogans on it. 

While this Ministry strongly protests this aggression which is contrary to norms 
of international law, it holds the Government of the Iranian Islamic Republic 
responsible for this aggression, demands that an end be put to such acts, that the ag- 
gressors be punished, that interference in the affairs of the Iraqi establishments and 
institutions in Iran be stopped and that they refrain from placing obstacles in the way 
of their functions. The Ministry also requests that necessary protection be provided 
for these establishments and their personnel in accordance with international prac- 
tice and inform the Ministry accordingly. 

While awaiting a reply, the Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to 
the Embassy the assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/15933 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 29th November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


1. At 1530 hours on 8/10/1979 an Iranian helicopter violated Iraqi air space, com- 
ing from the Sawsak Camp, and flew over the Halala, Penjwin and Kokhlan out- 
posts. 


2. At 1645 hours on 10/10/1979 three Iranian helicopters violated Iraqi air space 
and flew over the Taweela area. 


3. At 1815 hours on 11/10/1979 two Iranian planes violated Iraqi air space and flew 
over the Biyara and Halabcha districts for 5 minutes. 


4, At 1530 hours on 11/10/1979 five Iranian helicopters flew over the Biyara and 
Taweela areas. The planes strafed the frontier corridor around the town and 
Landrover car No. 1913 (Sulaimaniya) was hit while on its way in the main street 
opposite the Souskan outpost. The car’s driver, Mr. Naeb Haji was killed and a 
number of passengers were injured. 


5. At 1530 hours on 13/10/1979 two Iranian helicopters violated Iraqi air space, 
coming from the direction of Shoshmi, and flew over Taweela town. 


6. At 1520 hours on 16/10/1979 the Iranian artillery shelled the frontier corridor at 
the Dezawor area, using mortar bombs. 


7. At 1615 hours on 17/10/1979 the Iranian artillery shelled the frontier corridor at 
Shoshmi, using mortar bombs. Several bombs fell inside Iraqi territory. 


8. At 0900 hours on 18/10/1979 the Iranian artillery shelled the frontier corridor at 
Shoshmi using mortars and machine guns. Four bombs fell inside Iraqi territory. 


9. At 1630 hours on 21/10/1979 an Iranian helicopter violated Iraqi air space and 
flew over Taweela town. 


10. At 1600 hours on 23/10/1979 two Iranian helicopters violated the Iraqi air space 
and flew over Taweela town 


11. At 2020 hours on 25/10/1979, an Iranian Phantom jet violated Iraqi air space 
and flew over the district of Qalat Deza. 


12. At 2430 hours on 26/10/1979 an Iranian plane (type unidentified) violated Iraqi 
air space and flew over the town of Mawit. 


13. At 1630 hours on 28/10/1979, two Iranian helicopters violated Iraqi air space 
and flew over the Penjwin sub-district. 


While this Ministry protests the Iranian violations and acts of encroachment on 
the integrity of the Iraqi lands and air space, it requests the Embassy to communicate 
the foregoing to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their 
strong orders to put an end to them and prevent their future repetition, and to in- 
form this Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/1/15947 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 29th November 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and further to the Ministry’s Note No. 
5/1/1/7369 dated 30/7/1979 has the honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi 
authorities pointed out that the foreign merchant ships are being chased and harassed 
by the Iranian rapid private vessels while passing the Bowarda zone or during their 
berthing at the wharf. Some of the Iranian crew go on board the ships to buy alcholic 
beverages and cigarettes. These violations and acts of encroachment have increased 
and are now endangering and hampering navigation through the Shatt-al-Arab. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy communicate the 
above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict 
orders and prevent the repetition of these acts which endanger navigation in the 
Shatt-al-Arab and harm the interests of both countries. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/16150 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 5th December 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


1. At 1840 hours on 7/11/1979 an Iranian fighter plane penetrated Iraqi airspace 
over the Okirta area in the direction of the Shasho village. 


2. At 1500 hours on 5/11/1979, two Iranian helicopters penetrated Iraqi air space 
and bombarded the Iraqi frontier outpost of Benawa Souta. 


While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs protests these violations and acts of en- 
croachment committed by the Iranians against Iraqi air space and territories it re- 
quests that the Embassy communicate the above to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders to put an end to them and 
prevent their repetition in future. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/1618 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 5th December 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq presents its compliments 
to the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and in pursuance of its 
several memoranda about the repeated aggressions and provocations which the Iraqi 
diplomatic and consular missions, schools and other Iraqi institutions and employees 
in Iran are facing at the hands of the so-called the Revolutionary Guards contrary to 
diplomatic norms and moral criteria, the Ministry has the honour to state that these 
aggressions, whether they take the form of firing bullets or detaining employees of 
the Iraqi missions, institutions and establishments in Iran, indicate that the Iranian 
Government is either intentionally and deliberately carrying out these aggressive 
acts, or is unable to control security in its country, and is therefore unable to meet its 
international obligations in protecting the Iraqi employees in Iran. The repeated and 
continuous aggressions and provocations and the not putting an end to them by the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran is a matter which the Government of the 
Republic of Iraq cannot ignore. Hence it gives the Iranian Government one week’s 
time period to respond to what the Government of the Republic of Iraq had demand- 
ed in its aforesaid protest memoranda, namely to put an end to aggressive and pro- 
vocative acts once and for all, not repeating them in the future and ensuring the 
agreed-upon immunity for diplomats which is well known all over the world, or else 
the Government of the Republic of Iraq will be obliged to withdraw all its officials 
working in Iran until normal circumstances will prevail according to diplomatic 
norms and principles. The Iraqi Government holds the Government of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran responsible for all the results therein. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/16602 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 16th December 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


1. At 1000 hours on 14/11/1979 an Iranian helicopter violated Iraqi air space near 
the Al-Ghafiqi frontier outpost, flying in the direction of the Almas outpost. 


2. At 1630 hours on 17/11/1979 the Iranian side shelled the Souskan outpost by 
mortar for half an hour. 


While the Ministry protests the Iranian violations and encroachments on Iraqi 
lands and air space, it requests that the Embassy communicate the above to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict orders to prevent 
their repetition in the future and inform this Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/40/16652 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 17th December 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents it compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to point out that the Iranian 
authorities had deported four Iraqi teachers from Iran without allowing them to take 
their personal belongings. They also prohibited Mr. Abdul Wahab Abdul Razzak 
from leaving Iran. Mr. Mahmood Ibrahim, the Headmaster of the the Iraqi In- 
tifadha School was rearrested with other colleagues for investigation. 

The Ministry strongly protests these illegal practices which contradict all interna- 
tional norms, holds the Iranian Government responsible for these acts, and requests 
that an end be put to these acts and that the detainees be released and allowed to con- 
tinue their tasks in Iran and that the Ministry be informed of the results. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/24/17131 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 26th December 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities communicated the following: 


1. At 1308 hours on 13/10/1979 two Iranian planes violated Iraqi air space 10 
kilometres north-east of Amara. 


2. At 0800 hours on 22/10/1979 an Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space in 
the Nawsur area and flew over the Taweela sub-district and the Iraqi outpost of 
Souskan. 


3. At 0300 hours on 29/10/1979 an Iranian plane violated Iraqi air space at the 
Seeba area. 


4. At 1200 hours on 3/11/1979 two Iranian helicopters violated Iraqi air space in 
the direction of the Iraqi outpost of Kokhlan. 


5. At 1130 hours on 3/11/1979 two Iranian helicopters flew over Penjwin. 


While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs protests the encroachments and violations 
of Iraqi air space and territories, it requests that the Embassy communicate the 
above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict 
orders to put an end to such aggressive acts and prevent their repetition in future, 
and inform this Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/59857 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 29th December 1979 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that at 1000 
hours on 20/11/1979 a group of Iranian shepherds entered Iraqi territory, together 
with their sheep, between the two pillars Nos. 19/24 and 20/24. When the Iraqi 
patrol came near, one of the shepherds fired his gun and then ran with his compa- 
nions and sheep and reentered Iranian territory. The Iraqi Frontier Commissioner in 
the Ali Al-Gharbi sub-district notified the Iranian Commissioner at Dahlaran of the 
above by his letter No. 252 dated 4/12/1979. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy communicate the 
above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict 
orders to put an end to all such acts and inform the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/866 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 21st January 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to state that the Iranian 
side built a fortified outpost in the area of Naft-Ab, at a distance of about 2 km. to 
the north of the post of the Iranian Customs. As the existence of this post violates 
the treaty of International Frontiers and Good Neighbourliness of 1975, the Ministry 
requests that the esteemed Embassy approach the appropriate Iranian authorities in 
order to dismantle it, and is expecting its answer. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/921 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 22nd January, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities have communicated to it the following: 


1. On 5th December, 1979 an Iranian military helicopter penetrated Iraqi air space 
from the Eastern frontiers near the Majid Agha village. 


2. At 1100 hours on 19th December, 1979 an Iranian military plane penetrated Iraqi 
air space and flew over the Moussa Al-Kadhim frontier outpost; the same plane 
returned and penetrated the air space once again at 1120 hours on the same day. 


3. At 1430 hours on 21st December, 1979 two Iranian military planes flew over the 
Haran, Salaheddin, Qalat Lam and Shuhada outposts. 


4. At 0950 hours on 22nd December, 1979 two Iranian helicopters penetrated Iraqi 
air space half a kilometre from Chwarklaw. 


5. At 1630 hours on 30th December, 1979 an Iranian military plane penetrated Iraqi 
air space at a high altitude over the Dokan reservoir. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, while protesting the Iranian violations and en- 
croachments on Iraqi lands and air space, requests the Embassy to communicate the 
foregoing to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict 
orders to stop such acts and prevent their repetition in future and to inform this 
Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/17/1068 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 24th January 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to confirm its Note No. 
5/1/73517 dated 17/1/1980 on opening the Iraqi schools in Khorramshahr — the Ira- 
nian authorities claim that there is no justification for reopening them because the 
number of the students, who are the children of the teachers, does not exceed ten, 
according to the Note of the Embassy No. 1113 dated 5/1/1980. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs would like to clarify that in Khorramshahr there 
are 79 students at the Intifadha secondary school and 139 students at the Intifadha 
primary school and not 10 as the note of the Embassy mentions. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests communication of the above to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities regarding the aforesaid Iraqi schools, and that the 
Ministry be informed of the result. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/16/1488 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 4th February 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to refer it to the article 
published by the newspaper A/-Jumhuriya Al-Islamia on 26/1/1980 in which it at- 
tacked the Ambassador of the Republic of Iraq in Teheran and slandered him in a 
manner contrary to the position acknowledged by the international law and norms 
among countries’ ambassadors. It also points out that the newspaper Exclusive, 
published in Teheran, has repeated its attacks on the person of the Ambassador in 
the same style used by the A/-Jumhuriya Al-Islamia paper. 

The Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran did not take the necessary pro- 
cedures against the two newspapers, contrary to Article 29 of the Vienna Convention 
regarding diplomatic relations for the year 1961 which Iran joined in 1961. The Con- 
vention called for the accredited country to protect the diplomatic envoy and treat 
him decently and take the necessary measures to avoid any attack on him in person, 
or on his freedom or dignity. 

It also contradicts Article 2 of the Convention on prevention and punishment of 
crimes committed against the persons enjoying international protection, among 
them the diplomatic envoys, for the year 1973, which Iran had joined in 1978. The 
convention called on the accredited country to take the necessary procedures to 
punish those who attack diplomatic envoys. 

Because the Iranian authorities did not take the legal procedures against the two 
newspapers, as a result of their attack against the Ambassador of the Republic of 
Iraq in Teheran, the Government of the Republic of Iraq strongly protests this 
assault on the person of the Ambassador which might result in a physical assault on 
the Ambassador himself or the head-office of the Iraqi Mission in Teheran. It asks 
the Government of the Islamic Republic to adhere to the Convention provisions, and 
to take the legal procedures against the two newspapers and ensure complete protec- 
tion for the Ambassador, the other Iraqi estabiishments and their employees in 
Teheran and to inform it of the result of the Government’s procedures. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 


127 


REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/2158 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 20th February 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour of informing it that on 12, 
18/2/1980, the Iranian naval boats attacked the barges of the Iraqi River Transport 
Establishment which were carrying shipments of rice from Fao to the Basrah silo; it 
also attacked the two Screw Propellers Nos. 48 and 54, and the Iranian en- 
croachments on the merchant ships in Shatt-al-Arab are still continuing. 

This Ministry requests that the Embassy notify the appropriate Iranian 
authorities of the aforesaid acts in order to issue their orders and strict directives to 
stop these encroachments and inform the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/2436 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 28th February 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi 
authorities have notified it that at 1220 hours on 21/2/1980 an Iranian plane 
penetrated Iraqi air space heading from the Bawisa sub-district flying over Maidan- 
wil 94. It then headed towards the Derbendi Khan district and went back inside Iran. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests the Embassy to notify the foregoing to 
the appropriate Iranian authorities in order to issue its strict orders to stop these 
violations and to prevent their repetition in future and to notify the Ministry accord- 
ingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/4091 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 11th March 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to inform the Embassy 
that the Iraqi authorities concerned stated the following: 


1. At 1132 hours on 4/1/1980, an Iranian helicopter penetrated Iraqi air space and 
flew over the Khor Al-Amia port three times. 


2. At 1800 hours on 5/1/1980, an Iranian reconnaissance plane penetrated Iraqi air 
space and flew over the Fao port for four minutes, then it proceeded towards the 
Al-Bakr port, thence towards the Iranian coast. 


3. At 1250 hours on 3/2/1980, an Iranian helicopter penetrated Iraqi air space from 
the side of “Qasaba Taweela” and flew over the military outposts of the sector. 


4, At 2230 hours on 15/1/1980, the Iranian side shelled the Al-Wand Refinery with 
60mm. mortars. In the shelling area, 60mm. mortar bomb-shells were found. 


While the Ministry protests the above acts commited by the Iranian authorities, 
it requests the Embassy to convey to the appropriate Iranian authorities the above- 
mentioned information in order that they may issue strict orders and instructions to 
put an end to these encroachments and violations of Iraqi air space and territories, 
and to prevent their repetition in future, and to advise us of the result. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/4431 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 19th March 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it of the follow- 
ing: 


1. At 1250 hours on 3rd February, 1980, an Iranian helicopter penetrated Iraqi air 
space in the direction of the Iraqi village of Taweela. It then flew over the Biyara 
sub-district. At 1305 hours the helicopter returned in the direction of Hanna Kar- 
malah inside Iran. 


2. At 1220 hours on 16th February, 1980, an Iranian military plane penetrated Iraqi 
air space, coming from the Iranian Bawisa sub-district. It flew over the Maidan 
sub-district and then proceeded in the direction of the Derbendi Khan district. 


3. At 1155 hours on 17th February, 1980, an Iranian military transport plane, type 
C130, penetrated the Ziyadiya area. At 1050 hours on the same day an Iranian 
helicopter penetrated the Iraqi air space at the Kushik region at a depth of one 
kilometre. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, while protesting against these hostile acts, re- 
quests that the Iranian Embassy communicate the above events to the appropriate 
Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict instructions to stop such en- 
croachments on the Iraqi lands and air space and to prevent their repetition in 
future, informing this Ministry of the result. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/16/4894 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 26th March 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and wishes to refer to the statement made by 
Mr. Abul Hassan Bani Sadr, the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, published 
in the Al-Nahar Al-Arabi wal Dawili journal in its issue No. 151 dated 24th March, 
1980 in which he replied to two questions put to him by the reporter of this journal 
regarding the evacuation and returning of the three Arab islands, namely, Greater 
Tumb, Lesser Tumb and Abou Moussa, occupied by Iran since the days of the 
Shah’s regime. In this statement he said the following: 


“We leave them? Who is going to go to them? To whom do these islands belong? 
They belong to nobody. I will explain our attitude to you on the map. In the 
south over there, there are Abou Dhabi, Qatar, Oman, Dubai, Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia. In our own view these countries are linked to the United States; they are 
not independent countries. At the farthest end of the Gulf, there is the Hormuz 
Straits, across which oil passes. They are afraid of our revolution. If we allowed 
them to have these islands they would control these Straits, i.e. the United States 
would control these Straits. Shall we give such a ‘present’ to the United States? 
Had we all been independent countries around the Gulf, such a point would not 
have been raised, because such questions about islands of small area should not 
be raised among neighbours. We would return these islands to them.” [He add- 
ed] “Never, but on the contrary I intend to clear the Gulf of the American 
presence and everything linked to the United States.” 


The above-mentioned statement is considered a consecration of the illegal oc- 
cupation of territories belonging to independent and internationally recognised 
countries which are member states of the United Nations. This runs counter to the 
norms of international law and the provisions of the United Nations Charter which 
prohibit occupation by force do not create any binding legal consequences. 

This statement also ignores the independence of the countries of the region and 
constitutes a flagrant interference in their domestic affairs which violates the norms 
of the United Nations. Charter and the principles of good neighbourliness among 
countries. Furthermore, this statement is an embodiment of the expansionist ag- 
gressive intentions of Iran towards the Arab countries and expresses expansionist 
and covetous intentions which are similar to those of the Shah’s regime. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq strongly protests the 
aforesaid statement and would like to notify the Embassy that the Government of 
the Republic of Iraq warns the Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran of the 
grave consequences of the racial conceptions which induce the rulers in Iran to adopt 
such policies against which the peoples of the globe struggle. The Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Republic of Iraq will hold the Government of the Islamic Republic of 
Iran responsible for any harmful measures which may be taken by the latter. Iraq 
will strongly repel any acts resulting from these aggressive policies in order to 
safeguard the national rights and Arab territorial integrity. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/607 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 21st April, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honour to inform it that at 1119 hours on 10th 
April, 1980 an Iranian civil plane flying at an altitude 15 kms. and at a speed of 700 
kms/hr. changed its course from inside the Iranian lands and penetrated the Iraqi 
frontiers for a distance of 40 kms. above Chwarta, north of Sulaimaniya and Qalat 
Deza region until it disappeared inside the Turkish air space. 

This Ministry, while protesting the acts committed by the Iranian authorities, re- 
quests that the Embassy communicate the above to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities in order that they may issue strict instructions to put an end to these acts 
on the Iraqi lands and air space as well as prevent their repetition in future and to in- 
form this Ministry of the result. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/16/6631 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 3rd May 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq presents its compliments 
to the Diplomatic Missions in Iraq and has the honour to refer to the conduct and 
measures of the Iranian Government as well as the statements made by top officials 
in Iran directed against Iraq and the neighbouring Arab countries. 

The Iranian authorities committed many acts of aggression against the Embassy 
of the Republic of Iraq in Teheran and the two Iraqi Consulates in Khorramshahr 
and Kermanshah as well as the Iraqi schools, institutions and community in Iran. 

The agents of the Iranian regime committed terrorist acts in Iraq resulting in the 
death and injury of many innocent citizens, including a number of women and 
children. The most serious criminal acts in which a number of persons from the Ira- 
nian Embassy staff took part were when hand grenades were hurled on the campus 
of al-Mustansiriyah University at a students’ gathering on Ist April, 1980, when an 
attempt was made on the life of the Deputy Prime Minister, and later, when a 
number of bombs were hurled at the funeral procession for the martyrs of the 
previous incident, on Sth April, 1980, as well as an attempt on the life of the Minister 
of Culture and Information on 12th April, 1980. 

The officials of the Iranian regime are competing with each other in making 
statements against Iraq and the Arab Nation. The Iranian Commander of the Land 
Forces stated after a meeting on 7th April 1980, with Khomeini and Bani Sadr, the 
President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, that Iraq is a “part of Persia.” Iran’s 
Foreign Minister Qotob Zada stated, on 8th April, 1980, that “Aden and Baghdad 
belong to us.” Khomeini also said that Iran would demand the imposition of its 
sovereignty on Baghdad if it insisted on claiming the three Arab islands. Khomeini 
made an appeal to the Iraqi people and Armed Forces, instigating them to revolt and 
overthrow the Government of Iraq. Qotob Zada stated on 9th April, 1980 that his 
Government is resolved to overthrow the Iraqi Government. Prior to all these 
statements, Abul Hassan Bani Sadr, the President of the Iranian Republic, made a 
statement to the Al/-Nahar Al-Arabi wal Dawli journal which was published in its 
issue No. 151 on 24th March, 1980, in which he said that Iran would never evacuate 
or return the three Arab islands and that the Arab countries, Abou Dhabi, Qatar, 
Oman, Dubai, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are not independent countries in Iran’s opi- 
nion. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq wishes to enumerate to 
the Diplomatic Missions in Baghdad the Iranian attitudes and statements as follows: 


1. The policy pursued by the Iranian regime is a racist and expansionist policy in its 
essence, measures and objectives. 


2. The acts of aggression committed by the Iranian authorities against the Iraqi in- 
stitutions and community in Iran constitute a violation of international law 
which oblige all countries to protect diplomatic personnel and diplomatic mis- 
sions. 


3. The statements made by the Iranian rulers confirm Iran’s policy which aims at 
perpetuating its unlawful occupation of the three Arab islands (Greater Tumb, 
Lesser Tumb and Abou Moussa) in violation of the United Nations objectives 
and principles which call for the maintenance of international peace and securi- 
ty. These statements also constitute a direct threat to a group of United Nations 
member states, a flagrant disregard of their independence and an outrageous in- 
tervention in their internal affairs. 
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The Government of the Republic of Iraq has on several occasions, at the highest 
levels, expressed to the Iranian Government its goodwill and readiness to establish 
normal relations based on good neighbourliness and non-interference in each other’s 
internal affairs. However, the Iranian regime proved that it is determined to con- 
tinue its racist expansionist policy, disrupt peace and security in Iraq and other Arab 
Gulf States, claiming that it has the prerogative to export the so-called Islamic 
Revolution in Iran. 

The Government of Iraq while seeking to maintain its sovereignty, territorial in- 
tegrity, and security and to preserve pan-Arab sovereignty and interests, holds the 
Government of Iran responsible for its conduct as the consequences of such conduct 
will endanger international peace and security in the region. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew the assurances of its 
highest considerations. 


To: All Diplomatic Missions, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/7295 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 14th May 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi 
authorities reported the following: 


1. At 0600 hours on 4/5/1980, an Iranian military plane penetrated Iraqi air space 
for 4 kilometres close to border pillar No. 17/21 in the Maisan sector. 


2. On 4/5/1980, an Iranian military plane penetrated Iraqi air space at a low 
altitude between border pillars 2/18 and 17. The plane then returned to the Ira- 
nian lands near pillar No. 15 in the sector of Maisan Province. 


While this Ministry strongly protests the repeated provocations, it requests that 
the Embassy communicate them to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that 
they may issue their orders and instructions to put an end to the violation of the in- 
tegrity of Iraqi air space by the Iranian military planes in future. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/7294 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 14th May, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities indicated that at 0930 hours on 1/5/1980 an Iranian war 
plane violated the frontier line and penetrated Iraqi air space in Maisan Province sec- 
tor then went back to the Iranian air space. 

At 0935 hours of the same day an Iranian plane violated the Iraqi air space in the 
same sector then went back to the Iranian air space. 

While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs protests these violations, it requests that 
the Embassy communicate the above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order 
to issue their orders and directives to put an end to them in future, and inform the 
Ministry of the result. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/5/7423 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 17th May 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities informed the Ministry that the Iranian Commissioner at 
Somar requested the Iraqi outpost at Haran to hold a meeting with the Iraqi Com- 
missioner at Mendeli on 18/4/1980. As Clause (1) Article (10) of the Border Com- 
missioners Agreement signed between Iraq and Iran provides that the objective of 
any meeting should be specified beforehand, the Iranian Commissioner was asked in 
letter No. 165 dated 18/4/1980 to provide this information. The Iranian Commis- 
sioner replied in letter 152/13/511 dated 30/1/1359 (Persian Calendar) that the pro- 
posed meeting would be on frontier pillars and disputes. As discussing the frontier 
pillars does not fall within the competence of the Frontier Commissioners but within 
the competence of the mixed committee stipulated in Article (5) of the Protocol on 
the Redemarcation of Land Frontiers of 1975 as stipulated in Clause (9/a) Article (6) 
of the Border Commissioners Agreement, this was clarified to the Iranian Commis- 
sioner in letter No. 166 dated 20/4/1980 in which the Iranian side was asked to in- 
form the Iraqi Commissioner of the nature of the frontier questions mentioned in 
the above letter in order to prepare for such a meeting in an effective way in accor- 
dance with Clause (1) of Article (10) of the above-mentioned Agreement. But instead 
of doing this the Iranian Commissioner reported on 21/4/1980 to the border line at 
10 a.m. As there was no information on the subjects he wanted to discuss it was con- 
firmed that he should agree to hold this meeting after providing the required infor- 
mation mentioned in the above letter No. 169 dated 21/4/1980. However, the per- 
sonnel of Iranian Nawting outpost did not receive the above-mentioned letter. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs views this conduct as running counter to the 
Border Commissioners Agreement especially the provisions of Article (13) which 
stipulate that any letter should be received at any time, even on special holidays. 

The Ministry requests that the Embassy inform the appropriate Iranian 
authorities of the above in order to issue their orders to the Border Commissioner to 
adhere to the provisions of the Border Commissioners Agreement signed by the two 
countries, and to inform the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/1/7386 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 17th May 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honour to inform it that the appropriate Iraqi 
authorities stated that the Iranian authorities opened fire on an Iraqi plane when it 
was combating palm tree pests in the Atba and Kharnobia districts. It should be 
noted that the Iraqi authorities informed the Iranian authorities through the Iraqi 
Frontier Commissioner in Basrah as can be seen in the Ministry note No. 5/1/1/7898 
dated 30/4/1980 that the Iraqi agricultural organizations would carry out a cam- 
paign against palm tree pests in the Basrah province and that helicopters and other 
special planes would be used for this purpose. 

This Ministry protests these acts and requests that the Embassy communicate the 
foregoing to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order to put an end to such acts 
and prevent their repetition in future. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/ 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 19th May 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Islamic Republic 
of Iran and has the honour to point out that at 10 p.m. Teheran time on 19/5/1980, 
the Iranian official authorities arrested Mr. Abbass Hussein, Diplomat at the Iraqi 
Embassy in Teheran, and Mr. Jamil Uwaid, the driver of the car, and seized the Em- 
bassy’s car while they were delivering the Embassy’s diplomatic pouch to the plane. 

The diplomatic pouch was seized, opened and photographed by the Iranian of- 
ficial authorities and some of its contents were stolen, a matter which violates the in- 
ternational norms respected by all the countries during their diplomatic dealings 
under all circumstances. 

It also violates the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, of the year 
1961. 

While explaining the above-mentioned information to the Embassy, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs files the protest of the Iraqi Government against these violations 
which contradict international norms and agreements and holds the Iranian Govern- 
ment responsible for the results of such violations. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/7766 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 22nd May, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honour to inform it that at 0700 hours on 
12/5/1980 an Iranian military plane penetrated Iraqi air space at the Majnon area. 

The Ministry requests the Embassy to communicate the above the appropriate 
Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict orders and directives to put an 
end to such violations. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/8027 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 27th May 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it that an Iranian 
military plane penetrated, at 0910 hours on 13/5/1980, the Iraqi air space of the 
Basrah sector, in the Zaid area, at a distance of 500 metres, proceeding from the Ira- 
nian “Kushik” depression to the Iranian “Shalamja” post. In the same sector, and on 
the same day, at 0915 hours, an Iranian Phantom plane penetrated the Iraqi air space 
in the Al-Kharnobia area at a distance of 500 metres. It then returned to Iranian air 
space. At 0715 hours on the same day, an Iranian military plane flew at high altitude, 
proceeding from the boundary pillar 33/22 and along the boundary line of the 
Maisan sector. 

While the Ministry protests the aforesaid acts, it requests the Embassy to convey 
the foregoing information to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they 
may put an end to these encroachments and not repeat them in future. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/8131 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 29th May 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to point out that on 
26/5/1980 the Iranian authorities committed a new aggression on the sovereignty of 
the territories of the Republic of Iraq, thereby confirming their aggressive intentions 
against Iraq and its people. While the Contractor Hamdan Khalaf was working in 
the new Iraqi Port at Al-Aila, three Iranian armoured vehicles together with an in- 
fantry contingent coming from the Iranian Port of Anaiza ringed the work site and 
kidnapped the Contractor with his partner, his son and a group comprising non- 
commissioned officer Noori Abdul Hussein, corporals Kadhim Abbas, Kerim Abdul 
Sada and Hassan Jabur Salman and privates Ibrahim Debais and Kadhim Aliya, 
with their arms, and took them inside Iranian territories. While this Ministry strong- 
ly protests these provocative and aggressive acts committed by the Iranian 
authorities, it demands the immediate return of the kidnapped Iraqis, with their 
arms. The Iranian Government will be held solely responsible for this provocative 
act and other encroachments on the integrity of the Iraqi territories and is asked to 
put an end to them and to inform the Ministry accordingly. 

While the Ministry awaits the reply, it avails itself of this opportunity to renew 
the assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/8233 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 31st May, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities informed it of the following: 


1. At 0855 hours on 21/5/1980 an Iranian Mirage plane penetrated Iraqi air space 
at a distance of one kilometre from the Iranian village of Rasheda. 


2. At 0900 hours of the same day the same plane penetrated the Iraqi air space in 
the same area. 


While this Ministry protests what the Iranian authorities committed it requests 
that the Embassy communicate the violations to the appropriate Iranian authorities 
in order that they may issue strict orders to put an end to such violations of Iraqi air 
space and to prevent their repetition in future. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/8236 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 31st May 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities informed it of the following: 


1. At 0905 hours on 15/5/1980 an Iranian military plane penetrated, at low 
altitude, Iraqi air space in the Maisan sector from the southern side near border 
pillar No. 2-21 towards the north of the Iraqi territory. 


2. At 0840 hours on 17/5/1980 an Iranian military plane penetrated Iraqi air space 
at the Maisan sector in the direction of the north near the pillar No. 15 and head- 
ed towards the Iranian sub-district of Bsaiten. 


At 0900 hours of the same day an Iranian fighter plane penetrated Iraqi air space 
at the Maisan sector coming from the south near the two pillars Nos. 17, 18/2 
and headed to the north until the border pillar No. 3/21. At 0900 hours of the 
same day an Iranian fighter plane was seen over the border pillar No. 19/24 
heading towards the frontier outpost of Khazina. 


3. At 1120 hours on 16/5/1980 an Iranian war plane was seen heading towards and 
passing near the border pillar No. 49/22 at the Maisan sector, then it went back 
near the border pillar No. 2/23 at a low altitude. 


4. At 0915 hours on 18/5/1980 an Iranian war plane penetrated Iraqi air space at 
the Maisan sector over the border pillar No. 15/2 at a medium altitude. 


5. At 0945 hours on 17/5/1980 an Iranian Phantom plane penetrated Iraqi air 
space at the Wasit sector, then it headed towards the mountain range opposite 
the frontier outpost of the mountain, heading toward Mendeli. At 1110 on the 
same day, an Iranian war plane penetrated Iraqi air space at a high altitude and 
passed over our frontier outposts of Al-Shihabi, Ein Al-Abid and Tariq bin 
Ziyad and then went back to Iranian air space. 


6. At 0945 hours on 19/5/1980, an Iranian war plane (Phantom) headed towards 
the north on the frontier line and the Shihabi frontier post and the Zafran post in 
Wasit sector. 


7. At 0945 hours on 19/5/1980 an Iranian Phantom plane was seen coming from 
the mountain range opposite the Iranian outpost of Ridha Abad in the direction 
of the frontier line opposite our frontier (Al-Sadoor, Al-Daraji and Al-Jabal in 
the Wasit sector) flying at a high altitude, then it passed over the mountain range 
in the direction of Ilam province. 


While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly protests these provocations and 
aggressive acts, it requests that the Embassy communicate the above to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict orders to put an end 
to all these violations and prevent their repetition in the future and inform the 
Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/6/3/8257 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, Ist June 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honour to inform the Embassy that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities informed it of the following: 


1. At 0900 hours on 21/5/1980 an Iranian war plane penetrated Iraqi air space at a 
low altitude and then it went back to the Iranian air space through the Maisan 
sector. 


2. At0905 hours on 22/5/1980 an Iranian fighter plane penetrated Iraqi air space at 
a low altitude, flew towards the Al-Teeb sub-district and then went back through 
the same sector. 


While the Ministry protests what the Iranian authorities have committed, it re- 
quests the Embassy to convey the aforesaid information to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities so that they may issue their orders and strict directives to put an end to 
these violations of Iraqi air space and prevent their repetition in future and inform 
the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/8617 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 8th June 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities have communicated to us the following: 


1. At 0855 hours on 26/5/1980 a light Iranian reconnaissance plane penetrated Iraqi 
air space at Ras Al-Besha at Fao for 2 kilometres. It then went back to Iranian 
air space. 


2. At 1005 hours on the same day, an Iranian war plane penetrated Iraqi air space 
at Al-Shalha and passed over the Um Al-Resas Customs Post. It then went back 
to Iranian air space. 


3. At the Mendeli sector an Iranian war plane came from the Naft Shah district 
heading towards the East. 


4. On the same day at 0950 hours an Iranian military plane passed over the border 
pillar post No. 16, at a low altitude. It then went back to Iranian air space flying 
over border pillar No. 15. 


While this Ministry protests what the Iranian authorities have committed, it re- 
quests the Embassy to convey the above-mentioned information to the appropriate 
Iranian authorities in order to issue orders and strict directives so as to put an end to 
these violations of Iraqi air space and borders and prevent their repetition in the 
future and to inform the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/9012 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 15th June 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour in informing the Embassy 
that the appropriate Iraqi authorities have communicated to it the following: 


1. At 2100 hours on 4/6/1980 the Iranian forces opened mortar and machine-gun 
fire at the Iraqi frontier outposts of the Mendeli sector from the posts of Salman 
Kasta, Javid Shah and Sanwiya. 


2. At 0400 hours on 5/6/1980 the Iranian forces opened heavy weapons fire on Iraqi 
outposts in the Mendeli sector. 


3. At 0850 hours on 6/6/1980 an Iranian war plane penetrated Iraqi air space over 
the Zarbatiya district. 


4. On6/6/1980 an Iranian Phantom plane penetrated Iraqi air space over the Wasit 
sector. 


5. At 1037 hours on 5/6/1980 an Iranian fighter plane penetrated Iraqi air space at 
a low altitude at the Maisan sector near the frontier outposts Nos. 19/24 and 
18/24. The same plane returned and penetrated Iraqi air space at 1045 hours on 
5/6/1980 near the aforesaid frontier outposts and then returned to Iranian air 
space over the outpost No. 15/24. 


While this Ministry strongly protests these encroachments and violations, it 
demands that the Embassy convey the above information to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities in order that they may issue their orders and strict directives so as to put 
an end to the violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian war planes and the aggression on 


Iraqi territories in the future. 
The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 


assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Iranian Islamic Republic, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/9701 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 26th June 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 


Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to notify it that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities have pointed out the following: 


1, 


13. 


At 1500 hours on 10 June, 1980 an Iranian Phantom war plane violated Iraqi air 
space in the district of Wasit, coming from the Iranian district of Mahran, and 
headed towards the district of Mendeli. 


At 0925 hours on 1 June, 1980 an Iranian war plane violated Iraqi air space and 
passed over border post Nos. 5/21 and 4/21, then returned to Iranian air space at 
a low altitude. 


At 1635 hours on 2 June, 1980 an Iranian war plane violated Iraqi air space in the 
direction of border post No. 15, then headed northwards to the Iranian sub- 
district of Basiteen. 


At 1630 hours on 2 June, 1980, an Iranian war plane violated Iraqi air space over 
border post No. 36/22 and the Abou Gharab and Sharhani posts, then returned 
to Iranian air space. 


At 1015 hours on 2 June, 1980, an Iranian war plane violated Iraqi air space over 
border post Nos. 19/24 and 20/24, then returned to Iranian air space. 


At 1115 on 4 June, 1980, an Iranian war plane violated Iraqi air space over 
border post No. 15, then returned to Iranian air space at a low altitude. 


At 1650 hours on 4 June, 1980, an Iranian war plane violated Iraqi air space over 
border post Nos. 19/24 and 20/24, then returned to Iranian air space after hav- 
ing crossed above post No. 18/24 at a low altitude. 


At 1035 hours on 5 June, 1980, an Iranian war plane violated Iraqi air space near 
border post Nos. 19/24 and 18/24 at a low altitude, then proceeded over the Iraqi 
Jalat post, then returned to Iranian air space. At 1045 hours on the same day, the 
above plane re-violated Iraqi air space over the border posts mentioned above at 
a low altitude, then returned to Iranian air space over post No. 15/24. 


At 1835 hours on 5 June, 1980, an Iranian war plane was seen approaching Iraqi 
air space over border post No. 16/21 heading towards post No. 16/21 inside Iraqi 
air space at medium altitude. 


. At 0850 hours on 6 June, 1980, an Iranian war plane violated Iraqi air space over 


the Daraji border post within Iraqi territories, then returned to Iranian air space. 


. On 6 June, 1980, an Iranian Phantom war plane violated Iraqi air space over the 


Daraji border post within Iraqi territories, then returned to Iranian air space. 


. At 1500 hours on 10 June, 1980, an Iranian Phantom war plane violated Iraqi air 


space over the district of Wasit, coming from the Iranian district of Mahran, 
heading towards the district of Mendell. 


At 0950 hours on 13 June, 1980, an Iranian war plane was seen in the Iraqi air 
space within the district of Mendeli; another military aircraft was seen at the 
same time and within the same district. 
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14. At 0950 hours on 14 June, 1980, an Iranian plane violated Iraqi air space in the 
direction of the central border post, over the Zaid border post in the direction of 
the Baban border post. 


15. At 0850 hours on 15 June, 1980, an Iranian war plane penetrated the Iraqi air 
space over the Middle Post and passed over the Zaid Post towards Baban. 


16. At 0850 hours on 15 June, 1980, an Iranian war plane violated the Iraqi air space 
in the area between the Abasiya and Wadi Haran border posts, then headed 
towards the area of Mendeli and returned to Iranian air space in the direction of 
the Iranian district of Somar. 


The Ministry, while strongly protesting these acts of infringement and aggres- 
sion, requests that the Embassy notify the appropriate Iranian authorities to issue 
their strict orders and instructions to stop the violation of Iraqi air space by Iranian 
war planes and to put an end to the acts of aggression on Iraqi territories in the 


future. 
The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 


assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/10014 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 2nd July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that at 0843 
hours on 28 June, 1980, an Iranian fighter violated Iraqi air space 18 kilometres 
north-east of Basrah. 

The Ministry, while protesting these infringements, requests that the Embassy 
notify the appropriate Iranian authorities to put an end to these infringements and 
see to it. that they are not repeated in the future. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/10016 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 2nd July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that at 1245 
hours on June 29, 1980, an Iranian helicopter violated Iraqi air space near Shalam- 
jah in the Basrah sector for 7 kilometres. 

The Ministry, while protesting the actions committed by Iranian authorities, re- 
quests that the Embassy convey the above to the appropriate Iranian authorities so 
as to issue their strict orders to stop committing such violations on Iraqi air space 
and territory and see to it that they are not repeated in the future. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/10177 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 5th July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to notify it that at 2310 
hours on July 2, 1980, Iranian forces opened mortar fire (3 inch) on the Shuhada 
border post from the hills adjacent to the Iranian Hanjira post, then the artillery fire 
was so expanded as to come from four directions from the Iranian Khedher and 
Hanjira posts and the adjacent hills. At 1400 hours on July 3, 1980, the artillery fire 
stopped. 

The Ministry, while strongly protesting these acts of infringement and aggres- 
sion, requests that the Embassy convey the above to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities so that they may issue strict orders and instructions to stop violating Iraqi 
territories in the future. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/10353 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 8th July, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to notify it that at 2233 
hours on July 6, 1980, an Iranian military aircraft violated Iraqi air space northeast 
of Khanageen over the area of Mihran at a speed of 780 km/hr., and an altitude of 7 
kilometres, penetrating 10-15 kilometres. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, while strongly protesting these acts of infringe- 
ment and violation requests that the Embassy convey the above to the appropriate 
Iranian authorities so that they may issue strict orders and instructions to stop 
violating Iraqi territories in the future. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/10426 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 9th July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Foreign Ministry presents its compliments to the Embassy of the Islamic 
Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to point out the following: 


1. At 2030 hours, on 6 July, 1980, Iranian forces bombarded Iraqi border posts in 
the area of Tapa Rash. 


2. At 2045 hours, on 6 July, 1980, light and medium weapon fire was opened, from 
the Iranian post of Darband Jak, on the Miqdad and New Hussein posts; firing 
continued for half an hour. 


The Ministry, while strongly protesting these acts of infringement and aggression 
requests that the above be notified to the Iranian authorities concerned in order that 
they may issue their strict orders and instructions to stop violating Iraqi territories in 


the future. 
The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/10426 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 10th July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 


Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to point out that the ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities have notified the following: 


1. 


10. 


11. 


12. 


13; 


At 1520 hours on 27 May, 1980, an Iranian military vehicle approached the Qalat 
Yahodi post in Khanaqeen and the soldiers on board the vehicle threw a hand- 
grenade at one of the post personnel. At 1900 hours, six men of the Iraqi border 
forces and three civilians from the area of Aila post, at Maisan, were captured. 


At 2200 hours on 27 May, 1980, through to 2345 hours on the same day, Iranian 
artillery bombarded Iraqi posts in the Qorato district. 


At 2250 hours on 27 May, 1980, the Iranian side started artillery bombardment 
of the Qa’qa’ post in the district of Mendelli. 


At 2250 hours on 27 May, 1980, through to 0315 hours on 28 May, 1980, the Ira- 
nian forces opened artillery fire on the Obaida, Hammoud and Asima posts in 
the district of Mendeli. 


At 1930 hours on 29 May, 1980, Iranian artillery bombarded the Hammoud post 
and the surrounding areas in Mendeli. 


At 1920 hours through to 2000 hours on 29 May, 1980, Iranian artillery bom- 
barded the Moussa Bin Nosair post in Zarbatiya. 


At 1930 hours on 3 May, 1980, Iranian forces opened fire, using light arms and 
artillery, on the Taan, Mohammed Qassim, Sodour, Daraji and Moussa Bin 
Nosair posts in Zarbatiya. 


At 1120 hours through to 1330 hours on 3 May, 1980, Iranian forces bombarded 
Zarbatiya. 


At 1845 hours through to 1930 hours on 31 May, 1980, Iranian artillery bom- 
barded the Sadoor and Daraji posts in Zarbatiya. At 2045 hours through to 2115 
hours, the Iranian artillery bombarded the Moussa-al-Kadhum post in the area 
of Maidan. 


At 2215 hours on 31 May, 1980, Iranian artillery bombarded the Sadoor post in 
Zarbatiya; at 2245 hours on the same date, Iranian military artillery bombarded 
the Daraji post. 


At 0430 on 1 June, 1980, Iranian mortar fire was opened on the Sadoor post in 
Zarbatiya and at 0630 hours through to 0715 hours mortar fire was opened on 
the Daraji post in Zarbatiya. At 0700 hours, Iranian rockets were launched on 
the Moussa Bin Nosair post in Zarbatiya and at 0630 hours through to 1200 
hours Iranian forces bombarded the posts of Sadoor, Daraji, Moussa Bin 
Nosair, Mohammed-al-Qassim, Taan and the Ghazali village in Zarbatiya. 


At 2100 hours on 2 June, 1980, Iranian artillery bombarded the posts of 
Hudhaifa, Sadiq, and Yathrub in the Qorato district. 


At 0345 hours on 3 June, 1980, Iranian artillery bombarded the posts of Moussa 
Bin Nosair, Taan, Mohammed-al-Qassim, Arafat and the vicinities of Zar- 
batiya. 


156 


14. 


ay 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


Zi; 


Le. 


23. 


24. 


25. 


At 0500 hours on 3 June, 1980, Iranian forces bombarded the Miqdad post for 
two hours in the area of Khanageen. At 1300 hours Iranian artillery bombarded 
Munthiriya and the Quarantine in Khanaqeen. 


At 0900 hours through to 1500 hours on 3 June, 1980, Iranian artillery bombard- 
ed the posts of Yathrub, Qotaiba, Badr-al-Kubra Yaseen and Ghafiqi in the 
districts of Khanageen, Qorato and Maidan. 


At 0330 hours through to 0500 hours on 4 June, 1980, Iranian artillery bombard- 
ed the posts of Ali Sadiq, Hudhaifa, Ghafiqi, Yaseen, Miqdad, Hussein, and 
Zain-al-Qaws in the Khanaqeen and Qorato districts. 


At 1300 hours through to 1600 hours on 4 June, 1980, Iranian tanks and 
helicopters bombarded the Moussa-al-Kadhim post in Maidan district. 


At 1600 hours through to 2300 hours on 4 June, 1980, Iranian forces bombarded 
the posts of Yathrub, Sadiq and Hudhaifa in the Qorato district. 


At 0900 hours through to 1000 hours on 5 June, 1980, Iranian artillery bombard- 
ed the posts of Yathrub, Sadiq and Muthanna in the Qorato district. 


At 1100 hours through to 1730 hours on 5 June, 1980, Iranian artillery bombard- 
ed the posts of Yathrub, Sadiq and Muthanna in the Qorato district. 


At 1700 hours through to 1830 hours on 5 June, 1980, Iranian forces bombarded 
the posts of Ghafiqi and Munthiriya in the Khanaqeen district. 


At 1850 hours through to 1930 hours on 5 June, 1980, Iranian artillery bombard- 
ed the posts of Yathrub and Qotaiba in the Qorato district. 


At 2110 hours through to 2300 hours on 5 June, 1980, Iranian mortar artillery 
bombarded the posts of Hussein, Old and New, and Miqdad in the Qorato and 
Khanaqeen districts. 


At 1230 hours through to 1815 hours on 5 June, 1980, Iranian artillery bombard- 
ed the posts of Yathrub, Hudhaifa and Sadiq in the Qorato district. 


At 1500 hours through to 2000 hours on 7 June, 1980, Iranian forces bombarded 
the post of Aqaba Bin Nafea in the Qorato district. 


Air Space Violations 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space at 1237 hours on 11 April, 1980, 
in the area of Qurna, and penetrated 16 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space at 1535 hours on 11 April, 1980, 
in Qurna area, and penetrated 3 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space at 0820 hours on 14 April, 1980, 
in the area north-east of Ali Gharbi, and penetrated 5 kilometres. 


Two Iranian fighter planes violated Iraqi air space at 0932 hours on 16 April, 
1980, in the Ali Gharbi area, and penetrated 10 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space at 1036 hours on 16 April, 1980, 
southeast of Kut, and penetrated 62 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space at 1044 hours on 16 April, 1980, 
south of Ali Gharbi, and penetrated 30 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 20 April, 1980, over Khana- 
qeen, and penetrated 20 kilometres. 
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15. 


16. 


17. 


25. 


26. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 29 April, 1980, in the area of 
Chwarta, and penetrated 4 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 30 April, 1980, in the area of 
Chwarta, and penetrated 12 kilometres. 


. An Iranian helicopter violated Iraqi air space on 5 May, 1980, near Mendeli, and 


penetrated 25 kilometres. 


. An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space at 2315 hours on 5 May, 1980, in 


the area of Chwarta, and penetrated 45 kilometres. 


. An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 7 May, 1980, in the Qurna 


area, and penetrated 12 kilometres. 


. An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on.7 May, 1980, in Amara, and 


penetrated 7 kilometres. 


. An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space at 1049 hours on 7 May, 1980, in 


Qurna, and penetrated 10 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space at 1100 hours on 7 May, 1980, 
and penetrated 5 kilometres. On 10 May, 1980, another fighter penetrated two 
kilometres in the Amara area. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 10 May, 1980, in the Amara 
area, and penetrated 7.5 kilometres. On the same day, another Iranian fighter 
violated the Iraqi air space in the Qurna area and penetrated 15 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 11 May, 1980, in the area of 
Bazargan, and penetrated 25 kilometres. 


. An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space three times on 15 May, 1980, in 


the Qurna area, and penetrated 15 kilometres, 3 kilometres and 10 kilometres 
respectively. 


. An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 15 May, 1980, in the Amara 


area, and penetrated 5 kilometres. 


. An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 15 May, 1980, in Chwarta, 


and penetrated 45 kilometres. 


. An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space at 1000 hours on 16 May, 1980, 


in the Chwarta area, and penetrated 1.5 kilometres. At 1410 hours on the same 
date an Iranian fighter plane penetrated 7.50 kilometres. 


. An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space at 0844 hours on 17 May, 1980, 


in the Qurna area in the direction of Bazargan, and penetrated 7 kilometres. 


. An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space at 1038 hours on 17 May, 1980, 


in the Qurna area, and penetrated 7 kilometres. 


. An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 17 May, 1980, in the Qurna 


area, and penetrated 12 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 17 May, 1980, in the 
Bazargan area, and penetrated 12 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 20 May, 1980, and penetrated 
15 kilometres in the area of Chwarta. Another violation was committed in the 
same area at 0402 hours on 21 May, 1980, with a penetration of 15 kilometres. 
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28. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


a2 


33. 


34, 


35. 


36. 


37. 


38. 


39. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 21 May, 1980, near Khana- 
qeen, and penetrated 10 kilometres. 


An Iranian reconnaissance plane violated Iraqi air space at 1513 hours on 21 
May, 1980, northeast of Khanaqeen, and penetrated 10 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 25 May, 1980, in Chwarta 
area, and penetrated 5 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space at 1230 hours on 30 May, 1980. 
Another Phantom committed another violation at 1400 hours on the same day in 
Zarbatiya area. 


A number of Iranian fighter planes violated Iraqi air space in the Zarbatiya area 
at 1415 hours and 1830 hours. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space at 1210 hours on 30 May, 1980, 
in the area of Basrah, and penetrated 15 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 30 May, 1980, north of 
Khanageen, and penetrated 20 kilometres. 


Two Iranian fighter planes violated Iraqi air space on 30 May, 1980 and 
penetrated 10 and 20 kilometres into the area of Mendeli. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 31 May, 1980, in the area be- 
tween Mendeli and Kut, and penetrated 15 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 1 June, 1980, in the area op- 
posite Bazargan and Basrah, and penetrated 7 kilometres. 


An Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space on 3 June, 1980, opposite 
Mendeli, and penetrated 10 kilometres. 


An Iranian reconnaissance plane violated Iraqi air space on 6 June, 1980, op- 
posite Basrah, and penetrated 35 kilometres. 


An Iranian reconnaissance plane violated Iraqi air space on 7 June, 1980, in the 
Qurna area, and penetrated 4 kilometres. 


The Ministry, while protesting these acts of infringement and aggression, re- 


quests that the Embassy convey the above to the Iranian authorities concerned in 
order for them to issue strict orders and instructions to stop the acts of aggression 
and violation of Iraqi territories and air space in the future. 


The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 


assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/10475 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 10th July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the pleasure to point out the following: 


1. At 1900 hours on 7 July, 1980, Iranian artillery fire was opened from the Dar- 
band and Skipan posts of Iran on the Aqaba Bin Nafea and Nassir posts in Iraq. 


2. At 2000 hours on 7 July, 1980, Iranian mortar and artillery fire was opened on 
the Uhud post. Firing stopped at 0330 hours on 8 July, 1980. 


3. At 0400 hours on 8 July, 1980, Iranian tanks opened fire on the Abdul Rahman- 
al-Dakhil post; firing continued for 30 minutes. 


4. At 2200 hours on 7 July, 1980, Iranian artillery shelled the Moussa-al-Kadhum 
and Uhud posts; firing stopped at 2320 hours. 


This Ministry, while strongly protesting these acts of infringement and aggres- 
sion which have become recurrent in recent days, requests that the Embassy notify 
the above to the appropriate Iranian authorities so that they may issue their strict 
orders and instructions to stop aggression on Iraqi territory and put an ultimate end 
to them. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/10645 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 14th July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to point out that ap- 
propriate Iraqi authorities have stated the following: 


1. At 2116 hours on 5 July, 1980, Iranian forces opened intermittent mortar and 
machine gun fire on the Dha’if and Saad posts in Iraq from behind Shoshrin post 
in Iran. 


2. At 2000 hours on 4 July, 1980, the Iranian forces opened intermittent light 
machine gun fire on Iraqi lands; firing stopped at 2030 hours. 


3. At 0715 hours on 5 July, 1980, Iranian forces and infantry platoons opened fire 
on Iraqi border areas and firing continued until 1030 hours. 


The Ministry, while strongly protesting the acts of aggression and encroachment 
being repeatedly committed by the Iranian authorities against Iraqi territories and air 
space, requests that the Embassy convey the above to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities so that they may issue their strict orders and instructions to put an end to 
such acts in the future. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/10659 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 14th July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 


Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to point out the following: 


Ls 


At 0230 hours on 8 July, 1980, Iranian forces opened heavy artillery and medium 
machine gun fire from the Shorat 9197 post on the Iraqi border posts of Saad 
8997, Dha’if 9198 and al-Ein 8998. 


At 2300 hours on 8 July, 1980, Iranian artillery fire was opened on the area near 
the Qotaiba border post No. 480180 in Iraq. 


At 2330 hours on 8 July, 1980, Iranian forces opened mortar fire on the Yathrub 
border post No. 544236 in Iraq. 


At 2400 hours, Iranian forces opened artillery fire from the direction of Tapa 
Rash No. 6644 in a wave of sporadic shelling. At 0100 hours on 9 July, 1980, fir- 
ing was interrupted then resumed at 0230 hours by shelling the Iraqi Moussa-al- 
Kadhim post. 


The Ministry, while strongly protesting these infringements, requests that the 


Embassy convey the above to the appropriate Iranian authorities so as to stop these 
encroachments and see to it that they are not repeated in the future. 


The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 


assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/10777 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 16th July 1980 
Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to point out the following: 


1. At 0850 hours on 14 June, 1980, an Iranian (unspecified) aircraft violated Iraqi 
air space at the area of the Zaid border post. 


2. At 0915 hours on 16 June, 1980, an Iranian Phantom aircraft violated Iraqi air 
space over the Shalamja post. 


3. At 1015 hours on 16 June, 1980, an Iranian Phantom aircraft violated Iraqi air 
space over oil fields near the borders. 


4. At 0915 hours on 18 June, 1980, an Iranian Phantom reconnaisance aircraft 
violated Iraqi air space over the Kut Swadi border post. 


5. At 0845 hours an Iranian Phantom aircraft violated Iraqi air space over the Zaid 
border post. 


6. At 1220 hours on 26 June, 1980, an Iranian helicopter violated Iraqi air space 
over the Shalamja border post. 


7. At 1215 hours on 29 June, 1980, an Iranian helicopter violated Iraqi air space 
over the Shalamja and Kharonbiya border posts. 


The Ministry, while strongly protesting these acts of encroachment and aggres- 
sion, requests that the Embassy convey the above to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities so that they may issue their strict orders and instructions to stop the viola- 
tion of Iraqi territories and air space and see to it that they are not repeated in the 
future and advise the Ministry of the result. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/10937 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 21st July, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to point out the following: 


1. At 2300 hours, 13 July, 1980, Iranian forces opened light machine gun fire on 
Iraqi border forces in the Diyala district from border post No. 60 and the Babahi 
and Darkhur villages; firing stopped at 1000 hours. 


2. At 0430 hours on 14 July, 1980, Iranian heavy artillery mortar and medium and 
light machine gun forces opened fire on the Ein-al-Ghazal post from the Halala 
and Shahfat Mot posts; firing continued until 0845 hours on the same day. 


‘The Ministry, while strongly protesting these acts of aggression and infringe- 
ment, requests that the Embassy convey the above to the Iranian authorities con- 
cerned so that they may issue their strict orders and instructions to stop committing 
ageression and violating Iraqi territories, and see to it that such are not repeated in 
the future and advise the Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/10976 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 22nd July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Islamic Republic 
of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that at 1200 hours on 15/7/1980 
the Iranian forces bombarded the Al-Shuhada post using heavy 155mm. recoilless 
guns. On the same day the Iranian forces opened fire on the Ramadhan frontier out- 
post from the Zain-Al-Qaws post (55965) and the Tapa Kurd (5192) and Shaqra 
camp (5093). 

While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly protests all these acts of aggres- 
sion and violations, it requests that the Embassy communicate the above to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders to put an 
end to these violations and encroachments on the Iraqi territorial integrity and to 
prevent their repetition in future, and inform this Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/11068 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 23rd July, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


‘The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that at 1700 
hours on 17/7/1980 an Iraqi private truck was attacked, while it was on its way to 
the residential complex near the Fairoz Khan and Majid Salar areas, by light arms 
fire from inside the Iranian land in the area between the Iranian post of Qalat Be and 
the Iranian post of Mashkora. 

At 1745 hours of the same day the Iranian forces opened mortar and light arms 
fire on the Iraqi post of Yathrub. 

At 2130 hours firing stopped. 

At 2245 hours on 18/7/1980 the Iranian forces opened light arms fire on the 
Miadad post. 

While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs protests all these acts of aggression and 
violations, it requests that the Embassy communicate them to the appropriate Ira- 
nian authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders and instructions to put 
an end to these acts of aggression and encroachments on the Iraqi territorial integrity 
and to prevent their repetition in the future. This Ministry will hold the Iranian 
Government responsible for all consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/11075 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 23rd July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to point out that at 1700 
hours on 19 July, 1980, the Iranian Darband Jak post opened fire on the Old Hus- 
sein post. Firing continued until 2400 hours. 

At 0200 hours on 20 July, 1980, the Iranian side opened fire on the above post 
using various arms. Firing continued until 0245 hours. 

At 0600 hours on 20 July, 1980, artillery and mortor fire was opened by Iranian 
forces on the Yathrub border police station. Firing continued until 1900 hours. 

At 0630 hours the same day the Iranian forces opened artillery fire on the 
Qotaiba border police station from square 5319. 

The Ministry, while protesting these acts of aggression and infringement, re- 
quests that the Embassy communicate the above to the Iranian authorities concerned 
so that they may issue their strict orders and instructions to stop the acts of aggres- 
sion and violation against Iraqi territories and see to it that such acts are not repeated 
in the future; the Ministry is holding the Iranian Government responsible for the 
consequences of Iranian actions. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/11076 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 23rd July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to communicate the follow- 
ing: 


1. At 0023 hours on 10/7/1980, an Iranian fighter plane violated Iraqi air space 30 
kilometres south of Khanaqeen. 


2. At 0820 on 12/7/1980, an Iranian war plane violated Iraqi air space 10 
kilometres from Khanageen town. 


3. At 2330 hours on 8/7/1980, the Iranian forces opened heavy and medium fire on 
the Iraqi frontier outpost of Saad Dhaef and Al-Ein from the outposts of Shor 
Shirin. At 2300 hours on the same day the Iranian forces opened artillery fire on 
the area near the frontier outpost of Qotaiba. At 2330 hours the Iranian forces 
opened mortar fire on the frontier outpost of Yathrub. At 2400 hours the Iranian 
forces opened artillery fire on scattered places from the Tapa Rash district. Fir- 
ing stopped at 0100 hours and resumed at 0230 hours directed at the Moussa Al- 
Kadhim outpost. Some of these shells were phospherous and penetrating and 
continued until 0330 hours. 


4. At 0530 hours on 9/7/1980, the Iranian forces opened mortar fire from district 
No. (69557) on the camps of the Iraqi frontier forces at Bilola. At 0600 hours on 
the same day the Iranian tanks opened fire near Bawisa on Abdul Rahman-al- 
Dakhil. At 2015 hours the Iranian forces opened artillery fire from the Telko 
district on the Moussa Al-Kadhim outpost for 10 minutes. At 1800 hours on the 
same day, the Hittin outpost and the Burda Ali area were targets of Iranian 
sporadic medium artillery fire until 1930 hours. At 2045 hours the Iranian forces 
resumed firing from the Iranian Darband Jak outpost on the Old Al-Hussein 
outpost using mortar and light arms. At 2115 hours firing again was resumed on 
the Iraqi frontier outposts. 


5. At 0945 hours on 10/7/1980, the Iranian side opened tank and mortar fire from 
the Bawesa area on the Iraqi frontier units at the Jabal Bamo and Abdul- 
Rahman outposts. At 1000 hours on the same day the Iranian forces opened 
heavy artillery fire, supported by a war plane, from inside Iran on Khormal. At 
2215 hours some flash bombs were dropped on the area and then firing stopped. 
At 1650 hours on the same day the Iranian forces opened sporadic heavy artillery 
fire on the frontier outpost of Hittin. Firing came from behind the Zainan moun- 
tain range. At 1950 and 2350 hours the Iranian forces resumed mortar and ar- 
tillery fire on the Moussa Al-Kadim and Abdul Rahman AlI-Dakhil outposts until 
0300 hours on 11/7/1980. 


6. At 0430 hours on 12/7/1980 the Iranians opened artillery fire from the Iranian 
area of Telko on the Iraqi outposts of Moussa Al-Kadhim, Abdul Rahman AIl- 
Dakhil and the Chwarklaw area. At 0818 hours of the same day the Iranian tanks 
based at the Telko outpost opened fire on the Iraqi frontier units in the 
Chwarklaw area. At 1030 hours on the same day three Iranian tanks opened fire 
from the square (378502) on the Abdul Rahman Al-Dakhil outpost. At 1200 
hours the Iranian forces opened mortar fire on the shoulders of the Shlorder and 
Bilol mountains. At 2030 hours on the Iranian forces opened mortar and 
medium fire from the Iranian outpost of Jara on the Iraqi frontier outpost of 
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Hudhaifa until 2400 hours. At 2230 hours, the Iranian forces resumed firing on 
the new frontier outpost of Qotaiba and the old frontier outpost of Qotaiba. 
They used rockets and medium artillery. At 1330 hours on 12/7/1980, the Ira- 
nian forces shelled the Iragi frontier outposts and Qorato sub-districts. The 
bombs were dropped on various posts of the sub-district. Firing continued until 
1530 hours. At 1430 hours the Iranian forces opened artillery, tanks, mortar and 
light arms fire on the Ramadhan frontier police station. They also opened fire 
from various arms on the Iraqi frontier units at Zain-al-Qaws. At 2400 hours on 
the same day the Iranian forces concentrated their artillery fire, using light and 
medium arms fire, on the Iraqi frontier units at the police station of Yathrub. 


While this Ministry strongly protests all these violations and encroachments it re- 
quests that the Embassy communicate the above to the appropriate Iranian authori- 
ties in order that they may issue their strict orders and prevent any violation of the 
Iraqi air space and territories in the future and inform this Ministry accordingly. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/11259 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 28th July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that at 0530 
hours on 22/7/1980, two Iranian cobra helicopters violated Iraqi air space at the 
Penjwin sector and began firing on the refugee camp in this sector. At 0715 hours of 
the same day an Iranian cobra helicopter penetrated Iraqi air space and flew over 
Penjwin town for ten minutes. 

While this Ministry protests these encroachments and acts of aggression it re- 
quests that the Embassy communicate the above to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities in order that they may issue strict orders and instructions to put an end 
and prevent repetition of such acts in future. It should be noted that the Government 
of Iran will be held responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/11260 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 28th July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it of the follow- 
ing: 


1. At 0830 hours on 23/7/1980 Iranian heavy artillery shelled the Nasr post and the 
al-Wand refinery for two hours. 


2. At 1530 hours on 23/7/1980 the Iranian side opened fire using their light and 
medium arms on the Asifa and Qa’qa’ posts. Firing continued until 1710 hours 
on the same day. 


While this Ministry protests these acts of aggression and encroachments, it re- 
quests that the Embassy communicate the above to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities in order that they may issue strict orders and instructions to put an end to 
such acts of aggression and pentration of Iraqi lands and to prevent their repetition 
in future. The Iranian Government will be held responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/13349 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 30th July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it of the following: 


1. At 0830 hours on 24/7/1980 Iranian forces opened mortar and medium artillery 
fire on the Chwarklaw area. Sporadic firing continued until 1230 hours of the 
same day. 


2. At 1145 hours on 24/7/1980 Iranian forces opened mortar fire on the Abdul 
Rahman Al-Dakhil outpost. Firing continued until 1200 hours of the same day. 


3. At 1700 hours on 24/7/1980 Iranian forces opened medium artillery fire on the 
Chwarklaw area. Firing continued until 1745 hours of the same day. 


4. At 1840 hours on 24/7/1980 Iranian forces opened light and mortar fire on the 
Ali Mer border post from the hills opposite to the post. At 2000 hours firing 
stopped. 


5. At 0930 hours on 25/7/1980 Iranian forces shelled the Al-Wand Refinery. 


6. At 1000 hours on 25/7/1980 Iranian forces opened medium artillery fire on the 
Naft Khana area. 


7. At0930 hours on 25/7/1980 Iranian forces opened light fire on the Iraqi frontier 
outposts of Qa’qa’, Rabiat Asifa and Nasr. At 1130 hours firing stopped. 


While the Ministry protests these aggressions and encroachments, it requests that 
the Embassy communicate the above to the appropriate Iranian authorities to issue 
strict orders to put an end to such aggressive acts on Iraqi territorial integrity and 
prevent their repetition in future. It will hold the Iranian Government responsible 
for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/11353 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 30th July 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it of the follow- 
ing: 


1. At 0930 hours on 21/7/1980 Iranian forces opened mortar fire at the Police Sta- 
tion of Moussa-al-Kadhim and at the Abdul Rahman-al-Dakhil outpost. 


2. At 1000 hours on 21/7/1980 Iranian forces opened artillery fire on the 
Chwarklaw area. 


3. At 1130 hours on 21/7/1980 Iranian forces resumed artillery fire on the two out- 
posts of Moussa-al-Kadhim and Abdul Rahman-al-Dakhil. Firing continued un- 
til 1230 hours. 


4. At 0150 hours on 22/7/1980 Iranian forces opened sporadic artillery fire on the 
Iraqi observation post/the New Iraqi Rail. Firing continued until 0600 hours. 


5. At 0330 hours on 22/7/1980 Iranian forces opened mortar fire on Chwarklaw 
and opened artillery and mortar fire again at 1200 hours of the same day, on the 
Chwarklaw and Abdul Rahman-al-Dakhil outposts. Firing continued until 1500 
hours. 


While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly protests these acts of aggression 
and violations, it requests that the Embassy communicate the above to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders and 
directives to put an end to all these acts of aggression and violation of the Iraqi ter- 
ritorial integrity and prevent their repetition in the future, and it will hold the Iranian 
Government responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/11459 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 2nd August, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it that at 1020 
hours on 17/7, 1980 the Iranian forces opened fire from one of the Iranian outposts 
on Iraqi workers while they were on duty in the residential complex at Majid Salar 
village. 

The Ministry, while protesting these acts of aggression and encroachment, re- 
quests that the Embassy communicate the above information to the appropriate Ira- 
nian authorities in order that they may issue strict orders to put an end to such acts 
of aggression and prevent their repetition in future. It will hold the Iranian Govern- 
ment responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/11657 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 5th August 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic and has the honour to inform it of the following: 


1. At 1000 hours on 31/7/1980 Iranian forces opened fire on the Hadifa and 
Yathrub outposts in the Khanaqeen sector. Firing stopped at 1230 hours. 


2. At0930 hours on 2/8/1980 Iranian forces opened tank and heavy artillery fire on 
the Chwarklaw area and the Hadifa outpost. Firing stopped at 1045 hours. 


3. At 1600 hours on 2/8/1980 Iranian forces opened medium mortar and machine 
gun fire from Darband Jak and the neighbouring areas on the Miqdad, Al- 
Hussein, Hadifa and Yathrub outposts. Firing stopped at 1730 hours. 


4. At 1910 hours on 2/8/1980 Iranian forces opened artillery fire on the frontier 
outposts of Sadiq, Yathrub and Hadifa and the Chwarklaw area. Firing stopped 
at 1930 hours. 


The Ministry, while protesting these acts of aggression and encroachments, re- 
quests that the Embassy communicate the foregoing to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities so as to issue strict orders to put an end to these acts of aggression and en- 
croachments on the territorial integrity of Iraq and to prevent their repetition in 
future. It shall hold the Iranian Government responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/12027 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 11th August, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it of the follow- 
ing: 

1. At 1600 hours on 5/8/1980 Iranian forces opened heavy 155mm artillery fire on 
the Moussa Al-Kadhim outpost. 


At 1730 hours on the same day Iranian tanks and mortars opened fire on the 
above outpost. 


At 1800 hours firing stopped. 


2. At 1730 hours on 6/8/1980 Iranian forces opened artillery fire on Chwarklaw 
until 1850 hours. 


3. At 1800 hours on 6/8/1980 Iranian forces opened sporadic artillery fire on the 
Iraqi frontier units from Qasr Shireen and Bira Aziz. 


At 1930 hours firing stopped. 


4. At 1930 hours on 7/8/1980 Iranian forces opened artillery fire on the Al-Ahnaf 
frontier outpost until 2245 hours. 


5. At 2230 hours on 7/8/1980 Iranian forces opened tank and artillery fire on the 
Old Al-Hussein outpost. Firing stopped at 2335 hours. 


6. At 2315 hours on 8/8/1980 Iranian forces opened artillery fire on the New 
Qotaiba outpost and at 0115 hours on 9/8/1980 they stopped firing. 


7. At 2145 hours on 9/8/1980 Iranian forces opened mortar and light arms fire on 
the Moussa Al-Kadhim outpost and at 2200 hours they stopped firing. 


While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs protests these acts of aggression and viola- 
tion, it requests that the Embassy communicate the above to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities so that they may issue strict orders to put an end to such acts committed 
against Iraqi territorial integrity and to prevent their repetition in the future. It holds 
the Iranian Government responsible for all the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/12004 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 11th August 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to inform it of the following: 


1. At 0945 hours on 31/7/1980 Iranian forces opened tank and artillery fire on the 
Chwarklaw area. At 1200 hours firing stopped. 


2. At 1000 hours on 31/7/1980 Iranian forces opened medium artillery and mortar 
fire on the outpost of Abdul Rahman Al-Dakhil and the shoulder of Bamo 
Mountain. At 1230 hours firing stopped. 


3. At 1615 hours on 31/7/1980 Iranian forces opened heavy artillery fire on the 
Naft Khana oil installations and at 1630 hours the firing stopped. 


At 1630 hours on the same day, Iranian forces opened heavy artillery and mortar 
fire on the Al-Ghafiqi outpost which continued until 1930 hours. 


4, At0900 hours on 4/8/1980 Iranian forces opened tank and heavy artillery fire on 
the Ramadhan and Wa’d frontier outposts. At 0930 hours on the same day Ira- 
nian forces opened heavy artillery fire on the Otba bin-Ghazwan frontier out- 
post. 


5. At 1030 hours on 4/8/1980 Iranian forces opened artillery fire on the Old out- 
post of Al-Hussein and the policemen residential area at Munthiriya area. At 
1115 hours firing stopped. 


6. At 1200 hours on 4/8/1980 Iranian forces opened fire on the Chwarklaw area 
and the Badr outposts. At 1200 hours on the same day, Iranian forces opened ar- 
tillery fire on the Iraqi frontier forces in the Bawisa area. 


While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs protests these violations and en- 
croachments, it requests that the Embassy communicate the above information to 
the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict orders to put an 
end to these aggressive acts and prevent their repetition in the future. It shall hold the 
Iranian Government responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this.opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/12302 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 20th August 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad and has the honour to communicate the follow- 
ing: 


1. At 1529 hours on 11/8/1980 an Iranian war plane penetrated the Iraqi air space 
to a distance of 10 kilometres at the Basrah area. 


2. At 1810 hours on 6/8/1980 Iranian forces opened sporadic fire on the Hudhaifa 
frontier outpost. Firing continued until 1930 hours. 


3. At 1015 hours on 11/8/1980 Iranian forces opened mortar, heavy artillery and 
rocket fire on the Ghafiki and Zain-al-Qals outposts. Firing continued until 1230 
hours. 


While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs protests these violations, it requests that 
the Embassy communicate the above to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order 
that they may issue strict orders to stop these acts of aggression and violations 
against Iraq’s territorial integrity and air space and to prevent their repetition in the 
future, and it shall hold the Iranian Government responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/12411 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 21st August, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour of informing it that the Ira- 
nian armed forces shelled Iraqi oil installations and establishments and opened fire 
on the Iraqi border posts and villages. 

The Ministry strongly protests these encroachments and acts of aggression, and 
requests that the Embassy convey the foregoing information to the appropriate Ira- 
nian authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders and instructions to put 
an end to those encroachments and acts of aggression on the integrity of the Iraqi 
territories and installations, and not to repeat them in the future. The Government 
of Iran will be held responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/12436 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 23rd August, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it of the follow- 
ing: 


1. At 1800 hours on 27/7/1980, the Iranian armed forces opened fire at the Al- 
Sheib post. Firing continued until 1900 hours. 


2. At 1045 hours on 27/7/1980, the Iranian armed forces fired sporadically, using 
mortars and medium weapons, from inside the Iranian territories, at the area 
near the post of the Al-Halfaya boundaries. Firing continued up to 1230 hours of 
the same day. 


3. At 0755 hours on 28/7/1980, the Iranian armed forces resumed firing at the Al- 
Sheib post, and ceased firing at 1000 hours. 


4. At 0845 hours on 29/7/1980, the Iranian armed forces opened artillery fire on 
the hills of “Zain-al-Qaws”. At 0930 hours on the same day, the firing stopped, 
and the Iranian forces directed the fire of their artillery towards the Al-Wand 
Refinery. At 1030 hours firing stopped. 


5. At 0930 hours on 29/7/1980, Iranian forces opened sporadic artillery fire on the 
Mendeli sector. At 1400 hours the firing stopped. 


6. At 1000 hours on 29/7/1980, Iranian forces opened sporadic artillery fire on the 
Naft Khana area. At 1500 hours the firing stopped. 


7. At 1605 hours on 29/7/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their heavy ar- 
tillery and various other weapons on the posts of Qa’qa’, Al-Nasr and AIl- 
Somoud. Firing stopped at 0650 hours. 


8. At 1630 hours on 29/7/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from tanks and mor- 
tars on the hills of Bamo mountain. Firing stopped at 1700 hours. 


9. At 1700 hours on 29/7/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their medium 
artillery on the Abdul-Rahman Al-Dakhil post, and the firing stopped at 1830 
hours. 


10. At 1800 hours on 29/7/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their medium 
artillery sporadically on Chwarklaw area. Firing stopped at 2000 hours. 


11. At 2150 hours on 16/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from the Qalat Si 
post on the Al-Sadiq post and the Ali Mer outpost using light weapons. Firing 
stopped at 2230 hours. 


While the Ministry strongly protests these encroachments, it requests that the 
Embassy convey the above-mentioned information to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders and directives to put an end 
to the aggression on the integrity of Iraqi territory, and not to repeat such aggression 
in the future. The Iranian Government will be held responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/5/12572 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 25th August, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to confirm its Note No. 
5/1/5/12021 dated 11/8/1980 on the necessity of adherence by the Iranian side to 
the provisions of Article 3 of the Border Commissioners Agreement signed between 


Iraq and Iran. 
The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 


assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Provisional Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran, 
Baghdad. 


181 


REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/12569 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 25th August, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 


Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it of the following: 


L. 


13. 


14. 


At 2045 hours on 25/6/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their medium 
and heavy weapons supported by heavy artillery fire on the posts of al-Qa’qa’, al- 
Somoud, al-Nasr and al-Asifa. 


. At 1200 hours on 26/6/1980, the Iranian Dorah Aziz post fired at the Hadifa 


post and, using tanks, fired on the al-Somoud and al-Qa’qa’ posts. 


. At 2030 hours on 6/7/1980, the Iranian forces shelled our posts in the Taba Rash 


Zone. 


. At 2045 hours on 6/7/1980, fire was opened from the Iranian Darband Jak post 


on our al-Miqdad and New Hussein posts. 


. At 1900 hours on 7/7/1980, the Iranian artillery in the Iranian Darband and 


Eski-ban posts shelled our Aqaba Bin-Nafea and al-Nasr posts. 


. At 2000 hours on 7/7/1980, the Iranian forces shelled our Uhud post. Shelling 


was stopped at 0330 hours on 8/7/1980. At 2200 hours on 7/7/1980, the Iranian 
forces shelled our Moussa-al-Kadhim and Uhud posts. 


. At 0400 hours on 8/7/1980, the Iranian tanks shelled the Abdul-Rahman al- 


Dakhil Post for 30 minutes. 


. At 1800 hours on 27/7/1980, fire was opened on the al-Sheib post. Firing was 


resumed at 0755 hours. 


. At 2233 hours on 6/7/1980, an Iranian fighter plane penetrated Iraqi air space at 


a depth of 10-15 kilometres east of Khanaqeen, above the Maidan Zone. 


. At 0815 hours on 9/8/1980, the Iranian forces shelled the Al-Wand Refinery and 


Naft Khana. Shelling continued up to 1020 hours. 


. At 0730 hours on 10/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened artillery fire on the 


Chwarklaw, Shouldra and Bilola areas. At 0930 hours firing was stopped. 


. At 2000 hours on 10/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from light weapons, 


mortars and R.B.G. rockets/7 on the Yathrub sub-district. At 2200 hours firing 
was stopped. 


At 2130 hours on 16/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened mortar fire from the Ira- 
nian Abou Jamoussa area on the Al-Zoor area near the Al-Halfaya post. Firing 
was continued up to 2245 hours of the same day. 


At 2220 hours on 20/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire on the Al-Sadiq Post 
and the Ali Mer outpost, from mortars and machine guns. At 2230 hours firing 
was stopped. 
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The Ministry strongly protests these acts of agression and encroachments, and 
requests that the Embassy convey the above-mentioned information to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders and in- 
structions to put an end to the acts of aggression and encroachments on the integrity 
of Iraqi territories and air space, and not to repeat them in the future. The Govern- 
ment of Iran will be held responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/12692 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 26th August, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it that, at 1700 
hours on 23/8/1980, the Iranian armed forces opened medium artillery fire on the 
Chwarklaw area and the slopes of Bamo Mountain. At 1930 hours of the same day, 
the firing stopped. 

The Ministry strongly protests these acts aggression and encroachments. It re- 
quests that the Embassy convey the above-mentioned information to the appropriate 
Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders and instructions 
not to repeat them in the future. The Government of Iran will be held responsible for 
the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/12693 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 26th August 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it of the follow- 
ing: 


1. At 0330 hours on 21/8/1980, Iranian forces opened mortar fire on the Moussa- 
al-Kadhim post. Firing stopped at 0345 hours. At 1800 hours of the same day, 
fire was reopened on the same post by mortars, medium artillery and tanks. At 
1930 hours the firing stopped. 


2. At 1720 hours on 21/8/1980, Iranian forces opened light weapons fire on the al- 
Sharhani post (Al-Teeb/Maisan sector). Firing continued up to 1800 hours. 


The Ministry protests these encroachments and acts of aggression, and requests 
that the Embassy convey the above-mentioned information to the appropriate Ira- 
nian authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders and instructions to put 
an end to aggression on the integrity of Iraqi territories and not to repeat it in the 
future. The Government of Iran will be held responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/12910 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 31st August, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it of the follow- 
ing: 


1. At 0530 hours on 27/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their heavy ar- 
tillery and tanks on the Majid Qadir Agha zone and the Hudhaifa post. At 0930, 
hours, firing stopped. 


2. At 0800 hours on 27/8/1980, the Iranian forces shelled with heavy weapons and 
mortars, the following Iraqi border posts: The Old Hussein, Al-Miqdad, The 
New Qotaiba and Al-Ahnaf. At 0930 hours firing stopped. 


3. At 1025 hours on 27/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from heavy weapons 
and mortars on the Kamishla and Pabier villages. At 1200 hours firing stopped. 


4. At 0930 hours on 27/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened artillery fire on the 
Chwarklaw zone. At 1200 hours firing stopped. 


5. At 1815 hours on 27/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their heavy ar- 
tillery and tanks on the Yathrub border post. At 1930 hours firing stopped. 


While the Ministry strongly protests these encroachments and acts of aggression 
it requests that the Embassy convey the above-mentioned information to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue strict orders and instruc- 
tions to put an end to aggression on the integrity of the Iraqi territories, and not to 
repeat it in future. The Government of Iran will be held responsible for the conse- 
quences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/12913 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 31st August 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Islamic Republic 
of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it of the following: 


1. At 0945 hours on 26/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened medium artillery fire on 
the Iraqi boundary contingents neighbouring Chwarklaw, Grand Badr post and 
Abdul-Rahman al-Dakhil post. At 1020 hours firing stopped. 


2. At 1400 hours on 26/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their medium 
artillery on the Iraqi boundary contingents neighbouring Chwarklaw. At 1530 
hours firing stopped. 


3. At 1645 hours on 26/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened artillery fire on the Iraqi 
boundary contingents neighbouring Chwarklaw. At 1800 hours the firing 
stopped. 


While the Ministry strongly protests these acts of aggression and encroachments, 
it requests that the Embassy convey the above-mentioned information to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders and in- 
structions to put an end to the aggression and encroachment on the integrity of the 
Iraqi territories and not to repeat them in the future. The Government of Iran will be 
held responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic.Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 


187 


REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/12911 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 31st August 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it that the Ira- 
nian Border Commissioner in Sosunkird lacks the good will to abide by the truth and 
by the agreement concluded between the two countries, as the Iranian Acting Com- 
missioner in that area insisted on evading facts and denying the acts of aggression 
which occurred in broad day-light and which were repeated on 27-28/7/1980, not- 
withstanding the traces of shelling in the two zones of the Iraqi Al-Halfaya and Al- 
Sheib posts where five Iranian unexploded shells were found. Furthermore, his man- 
ner of replying is objectionable as shown in his comments written on the original let- 
ter from the Commissioner’s Office No. 660/2/77/401/263 of 12/5/1359 (Persian 
calendar), and his refusal to arrange a common survey to prove the fact of encroach- 
ment, as well as his refusal to draw up the proceedings of the meeting, in violation of 
Article 5 and Para. 2 of Article 10 of the agreement concluded between Iraq and Iran 
regarding the Border Commissioners. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/13108 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 3rd September, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it of the following: 


1. At 0700 hours on 30/8/1980, twenty Iranian armed persons came near the Iraqi 
border opposite the Qotaiba border post, and opened gun and mortar fire on the 
post. At 0800 hours firing stopped. 


2. At 2150 hours on 30/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their medium 
artillery, on the Chwarklaw zone. At 2300 hours firing stopped. 


While the Ministry strongly protests these encroachments and acts of aggression, 
it requests that the Embassy convey the above-mentioned information to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders and in- 
structions to put an end to aggression and encroachment on the integrity of the Iraqi 
territorites, and not to repeat them in the future. The Government of Iran will be 
held responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/13075 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 3rd September 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it of the following. 


1. At 0530 hours on 29/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their artillery 
and mortars on the observation points of Yathrub and Al-Sadiq posts. At 0930 
hours firing stopped. 


2. At 0700 hours on 29/8/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their artillery 
and mortars on the Al-Ahnaf boundary post. At 1045 hours firing stopped. 


While the Ministry strongly protests these encroachments, it requests that the 
Embassy convey the above-mentioned i::formation to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders and instructions to put an 
end to encroachment and aggression on the integrity of the Iraqi territories, and not 
to repeat them in future. The Government of Iran will be held responsible for the 
consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/13198 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 4th September 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it that, at 1200 
hours on 31/8/1980, an Iranian helicopter fired two rockets on the Majid Qadir 
Agha zone, then proceeded to Qasr Shireen. 

While the Ministry strongly protests these encroachments, it requests that the 
Embassy convey the above-mentioned information to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders and instructions to put an 
end to these encroachments and acts of aggression on the integrity of the Iraqi ter- 
ritories and air space, and not to repeat them in the future. The Government of Iran 
will be held responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/13298 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 6th September 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it of the follow- 
ing: 


1. At 0510 hours on 1/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their tanks, 
medium guns, bombers and light weapons on the Mu’awiniyah post. At 0630 fir- 
ing stopped. 


2. At 0700 hours on 1/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their heavy ar- 
tillery on Khanaqeen town and the surrounding area, and on the Al-Ghafiqi 
post. At 0740 hours firing stopped. 


3. At0810 hours on 1/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire on the Iraqi boundary 
posts, namely Al-Sadiq and Al-Ghafiqi. At 0910 hours firing stopped. 


4, At0700 hours on 1/9/1980, an Iranian plane penetrated the Iraqi air space of the 
Basrah-Amara sector to a distance of 10 kilometres. It came from Dezful air- 
port, and returned afterwards to the same airport. 


While the Ministry strongly protests these encroachments and acts of aggression 
it requests that the Embassy convey the above-mentioned information to the ap- 
propriate Iranian authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders and in- 
structions to put an end to these encroachments on the integrity of the Iraqi ter- 
ritories and air space, and not to repeat them in the future. The Government of Iran 
will be held responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/81/20/10447 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 7th September 1980 
Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq presents its compliments 
to the Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to 
inform it of the following: 

The Government of the Iraqi Republic has a proof that your Iranian military 
units have encroached, and still encroach on numerous areas of the Iraqi territory 
according to the International Frontier Line of the Republic of Iraq. To cite just one 
example, we mention Zain al-Qaws and other areas. This runs counter to the Treaty 
of International Frontiers and Good Neighbourliness concluded between the two 
countries in 1975, and to international law and custom and the relations of good 
neighbourliness. 

You are therefore requested to inform your Government to put an end to this en- 
croachment promptly, by withdrawing their military units from the violated areas. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/13433 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 8th September 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and with reference to its Note No. 
11/81/20/104407 dated 7/9/1980 states that the Iraqi armed forces, practicing the 
legitimate right of the Republic of Iraq to lawful self-defense, has been obliged to 
put an end to the Iranian occupation of “Zain-al-Qaws” area and to restore the oc- 
cupied Iraqi territories. The Government of the Iraqi Republic hopes that the Ira- 
nians would benefit from this event, and give back the rest of the Iraqi territories 
which Iran has encroached upon during previous periods, and as was agreed upon 
with Iraq under the Treaty of International Frontiers and Good Neighbourliness of 
1975. Thus, the two countries would avoid the possibilities of wider confrontation. 

The Ministry requests the esteemed Embassy to convey the aforesaid to its 
Government, and avails itself of this opportunity to renew the assurances of its 
highest consideration. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/13435 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 8th September 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it of the follow- 
ing: 


1. On 2/8/1980 an Iranian anti-aircraft gun opened fire on a French civil plane 
while it was passing through the Iraqi air space heading from Paris to Doha. 


2. At 2010 hours on 3/8/1980, an Iranian anti-aircraft gun opened fire on a civil 
plane “Boeing 747” B.O.A.C. while it was passing through the Iraqi air space 
over Basrah heading from London to Muscat at an altitude of 33,000 feet. 


While the Ministry strongly protests these encroachments, it requests that the 
Embassy convey the above-mentioned information to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities in order to put an end to these encroachments and acts of aggression on 
the Iraqi territories and air space, and not to repeat them in the future. The Govern- 
ment of Iran will be held responsible for the consequences. 

While expecting a reply the Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew the 
assurances of its highest consideration. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/215 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 10th September, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic or Iran in Baghdad, and further to its Note No. Neighbour- 
ing/5/1/7/13433 dated 8/9/1980, it wishes to state that the Iraqi armed forces, exer- 
cising the legitimate right to self-defence, has displaced the Iranian occupation forces 
from the area of Memick Basin between Mendeli and Badrah which belongs to the 
Republic of Iraq and which was encroached upon by Iran, contrary to the 
agreements concluded between the two countries. 

While the Republic of Iraq affirms the rights and regional sovereignty of Iraq, it 
hopes that the Government of Iran will give serious consideration to the question 
and abstain from resuming such measures which would, probably, cause a wider 
confrontation between the two countries. 

The Ministry requests that the Embassy convey the aforesaid to its Government; 
and it avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the assurances of its 
highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/13591 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 10th September 1980 
Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it of the follow- 
ing: 


1. At 0530 hours on 4/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their artillery on 
the Iraqi boundary post in the Sectors of Maidan and Qorato. At 0910 hours the 
firing stopped. At 1130 hours the Iranian forces resumed artillery fire on the Ira- 
qi boundary posts in the sectors of Qorato, Khanaqeen, Khanaqeen town, Naft 
Khana and al-Munthiriya. Firing on the Iraqi boundary posts in Qorato was 
stopped at 1200 hours of the same day, and on the Naft Khana and al- 
Munthiriya areas at 1600 hours and on Khanagqeen at 1700 hours of the same 
day. 


2. At 1845 hours on 4/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened their artillery fire on the 
Iraqi boundary posts in the sectors of Mendeli and Zarbatiya. At 2245 hours the 
firing stopped. 


3. At 1820 hours on 4/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire using mortars and ar- 
tillery, sporadically, on the Al-Shuhada (Martyrs) boundary post. At 1850 hours 
the firing stopped; but the Iranian forces reopened fire of artillery on the same 
post at 0830 hours on 5/9/1980. The firing stopped at 1140 hours of the same 
day. 


4. At 1850 hours on 5/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire on the Al-Shuhada 
(Martyrs) and al-Unaizi posts. At 1910 hours the firing stopped. 


5. At 1445 hours on 5/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their artillery on 
Zarbatiya town and the Iraqi boundary posts, namely, Mohammed al-Qassim, 
Hasan al-Askari, Arafat and Al-Taan. Firing continued up to 1930 hours. 


6. At 0930 hours on 5/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their artillery, 
mortars and medium machine guns on the Jalat post. Firing continued up to 
1530 hours. 


7. At 0610 hours on 6/9/1980, the Iranian side started sporadic firing by mortars, 
on the Inaiza post. At 1200 hours the firing stopped. 


At 0630 hours of the same day, the artillery of the Iranian forces fired, 
sporadically, on the al-Shuhada post. At 0930 hours the firing stopped. 


8. At 1050 hours on 6/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire from their artillery, 
sporadically, on the Al-Ein and Dha’if posts. At 1150 hours the firing stopped. 
At 1700 hours the Iranian forces repeated firing from their artillery, sporadical- 
ly, on the al-Shuhada post. At 1820 hours the firing stopped. 


While the Ministry strongly protests these encroachments and acts of aggression, 
it requests that the Embassy convey the aforesaid to the appropriate Iranian 
authorities in order that they may issue their strict orders and instructions to put an 
end to these encroachments on the integrity of the Iraqi territories, and not to repeat 
them in the future. The Government of Iran will be held responsible for the conse- 
quences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/13616 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 11th September 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 


Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honour to point out that: 


1. 


While watching the Iranian behavior and reaction we made several conclusions 
concerning this matter in the forefront of which is that owing to the confusion 
inside Iran and the defects of the machinery of the state and its miscalculations 
we say that the Iranian leadership may not be aware of the fact that Iran has real- 
ly encroached upon the Iraqi territories, thus violating international law and the 
conventions that were signed between the two countries including the Algiers 
Agreement of 1975. 


If the matter is true, then we advise the Iranian leadership to ask its responsible 
organs about the frontiers and agreements in order to be sure of what we have 
said and can therefore behave on the basis of knowlege and not illusions. 


The Iranian leadership should realize the fact that raiding the towns inhabited by 
civilians, as it did to the two Qadhas of Khanaqeen and Mendeli, is not an easy 
matter nor is it a political or a violent games which the Iranian officials enjoy 
now and then inside Iran. It should also be aware of the fact that such an act is a 
serious matter in the Iraqi view, a matter which must be avoided if you do not 
want the relations to deteriorate greatly or else you will be answerable for this to 
God, the Iranian peoples and the world public opinion. 


We have no covetous designs concerning on Iranian territories, thus if our 
military units partly encroached on Iranian territories, their acts should not be 
understood as an expansion at the expense of the Iranian territories but mainly as 
making arrangements in the territories for the safety of our units and defence ar- 
rangements in the Iraqi Zain-al-Qaws. 


The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew assurances of its highest 


considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/13794 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 14th September, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad, and has the honour to inform it of the follow- 
ing: 


1. At 1455 hours on 7/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened artillery and mortar fire 
on the Old Al-Hussein outpost and Khanaqeen town. At the same time, the Ira- 
nian helicopters hit the Qotaiba outpost. Firing continued for two hours. At 
0840 hours of the same day the Iranian artillery shelled Zarbatiya, Duhok and 
other Iraqi frontier outposts. Firing continued until 1840 hours. On the same day 
at 1615 hours the Iranian forces opened artillery, tank, mortar and medium arms 
fire on the frontier outposts of Ghazali, Rasheda and Zarbatiya town. Firing 
continued until 1840 hours. 


2. At 0630 hours on 8/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened artillery fire on the Iraqi 
frontier outposts in the Khanageen sector. Firing went on for a long time. At 
1125 and 1135 hours of the same day two Iranian planes hit Mendeli town and 
other Iraqi frontier outposts in the Mendeli sector. Firing stopped at 1140 hours. 
At 1140 hours of the same day, Iranian planes hit Khanaqeen town and other 
Iraqi frontier outposts at Mendeli sector. The incident was repeated several times 
on the same day. At 1300 hours of the same day the Iranian forces using artillery 
and mortar fire shelled the Jalat border post in the Amara sector. Firing stopped 
at 1830 hours. At 1500 hours of the same day, the Iranian forces opened artillery 
fire on the eastern side of Bamo Mountain. Firing stopped at 1535 hours. At 
1530 hours the Iranian forces opened artillery fire on the Naft Khana area and 
Iraqi frontier outposts. 


3. At 1600 hours on 8/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire on Chwarklaw area. 
Firing stopped at 1645 hours. At 1830 hours of the same day the Iranian forces 
opened artillery fire on the Iraqi frontier outpost in the Mendeli sector. 


While the Ministry strongly protests these acts of agression and encroachments, 
it requests that the Embassy communieate the above the the appropriate Iranian 
authorities in order that they may issue strict orders to stop such acts of aggression 
and encroachments on Iraq’s territory and air space and prevent their repetition in 
the future. It will hold the Government of Iran responible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/14024 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 17th September, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and has the honour to inform it that due to the violations, 
committed by the Islamic Republic of Iran, of the components of the all-out settle- 
ment embodied in the Algiers Agreement concluded between Iraq and Iran on March 
6, 1975 and because of its continuous interference in the internal affairs of the 
Republic of Iraq and its sheltering, from the very first days of the collapse of the 
Shah’s regime, the elements aggressive to Iraq, and the infringement on Iraq’s inter- 
nal security and encroaching on the relations of good neighbourliness and its viola- 
tion of the Iraqi territories and refusal to restore them to Iraq, the Republic of Iraq 
has been obliged to exercise its legitimate right to defend its sovereignty and ter- 
ritorial integrity by recovering these territories by force. Due to the overt and covert 
conduct contained in the Iranian statements and actions taken by the Iranian 
authorities which reflect their non-abidance by the aforesaid Agreement, the 
Government of the Republic of Iraq has, therefore, decided to consider null and 
void: the Algiers Agreement concluded between the two countries on March 6, 1975, 
the Treaty of International Frontiers and Good Neighbourliness concluded between 
the Government of the Republic of Iraq and the Imperial Government of Iran, and 
the three annexed Protocols along with their Annexes signed in Baghdad on June 13, 
1975 which were based.on the aforesaid Agreement, and the four Accords annexed 
to the aforesaid Treaty along with their Annexes signed in Baghdad on December 26, 
1975, along with the Exchange of Letters together with the Joint Proceedings after 
the government of the Islamic Republic of Iran has violated all of them, both verbal- 
ly and de facto. The annulment of the foregoing legal instruments is in compliance 
with Para. (4) of the Algiers Agreement and Article (4) of the above-mentioned 
Treaty. 

The Government of the Republic of Iraq calls upon the authorities of the 
Government of the Islamic Republic of Iran to accept the new status and conduct 
itself in a wise and rational manner vis-a-vis the exercise of Iraqi legitimate rights 
over all its land and water territories in Shatt-al-Arab as the legal status now prevail- 
ing is similar to that preceeding the annulment of the Algiers Agreement of 1975. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy inform the Govern- 
ment of the Islamic Republic of Iran of the aforesaid and avails itself of this oppor- 
tunity to renew to the Embassy the assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/13/14041 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 17th September, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran in Baghdad, and wishes to inform it that the Iranian forces 
are still firing on civil planes using the civil aviation line passing from the Arab Gulf 
to Basrah. By way of example fire was opened on the night of 12/13 September. 

While the Ministry strongly protests against these encroachments and acts of ag- 
gression which run counter to the norms of international law, it requests that the 
Embassy convey the aforesaid to the appropriate Iranian authorities in order that 
they may issue their strict orders and instructions to put an end to the encroachment 
on air space, and not to repeat it in the future. The Government of Iran will be held 
responsible for the consequences. 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/7/14874 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 13th October 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran and, pursuant to its Note No. 5/1/7/13794 dated 
14/9/1980 and in order to give added proof of the acts of aggression and en- 
croachments on Iraqi territory and air space on 8/9/1980 as contained in Para. (2) of 
the above Note, wishes to inform the Embassy that at 0900 hours on 8/9/1980, two 
Iranian Phantom planes flew at a low altitude over Mendeli for ten minutes. 

The Ministry also wishes to indicate below the vioations to which the Republic of 
Iraq was exposed from 10/9/1980 to 22/9/1980: 


1. At 2200 hours on 10/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened artillery fire on the 
Maidan-Qorato highway. 


2. At0745 hours on 11/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened artillery fire on the oil in- 
stallations at Naft Khana. 


At 2312 hours on the same day, Iranian fighter planes flew over the Mendeli 
district. 


3. At 1445, 1730 and 1830 hours the Iranian planes raided the Mendeli district. 


4. At 1100 hours on 12/9/1980, the Iranian forces opened fire on the Ibn Majid 
training vessel while it was passing by Um-al-Ressas isle. 


5. At 0845 hours on 14/9/1980 Iranian forces shelled the Um-al-Ressas tower and a 
nearby lighthouse. 


6. At 1500 hours on 15/9/1980 Iranian aircraft’ raided the oil installations at Naft 
Khana. 


7. At 1020 hours on 15/9/1980 the Iranian forces opened heavy fire on Um-al- 
Ressas isle and at 1230 hours on the same day the Iranian forces opened mortar 
fire on the patrol boats under the command of the coastal guards on the inland 
waters in the Abou Filoos sub-district and on the common borders (Basrah sec- 
tor). At 1830 hours of the same day the Iranian forces shelled the oil installations 
at Naft Khana (Khanaqeen sector). 


8. At 0300 hours on 16/9/1980 the Iranian forces opened artillery fire on Um-al- 
Ressas isle (Basrah sector). At 1450 hours of the same day the Iranian forces 
fired 18 shells on the suburbs of Mendeli town near the residential area of border 
officers (Mendeli sector). At 1000 hours of the same day the Iranian forces open- 
ed fire on oil well No. 504 and the degassing station at Abou Gharab (Maisan 
sector). 


9. At 1400 hours on 17/9/1980 an Iranian civil boat carrying military and civilian 
men approached the Al-Makhrak tower and proceeded along the river. Then it 
headed towards Abadan. The Iranians were carrying cameras with them. At 1605 
hours of the same day the Iranian forces opened artillery fire on the Bawareen 
bridge. At 1720 hours on the same day the Iranian forces opened artillery fire on 
an Iraqi ship in the Baljaniya area while cruising from Basrah to Fao (Basrah 
sector). 
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10. 


11. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


At 0300 hours on 18/9/1980 five Iranian planes flew over Ras Al-Besha and Fao. 
At 1945 hours on the same day anti-aircraft fire was opened in the Abadan area 
on an unidentified civil plane. At 2200 hours on the same day the Iranian forces 
opened medium machine gun fire on Seeba (Basrah sector). 


At 0530 hours on 19/9/1980 an Iranian aircraft flew over Iraqi boats at the 
mouth of Khor Abdulla and vanished, then it came back at 0540 hours and 
vanished again. At 0605 hours of the same day an Iranian plane flew over al- 
Bakr port and headed to Bobian Island then disappeared at 0630 hours. At 1205 
hours of the same day, the Iranian forces shelled the Um-al-Ressas area (Basrah 
sector). 


At 1200 hours on 20/9/1980 the Iranian forces opened artillery fire in the direc- 
tion of the course of the Iraqi boats near the Um-al-Ressas area. At 1400 hours 
on the same day an Iranian ship Jran Badr passed by the Wasiliyah area in the 
direction of the Gulf hoisting the Iranian flag, guided by an Iranian pilot. At 
1430 hours of the same day an Argentinian ship Rio Jauser passed by the 
Wasiliyah area hoisting the Iranian flag, guided by an Iranian pilot and escorted 
by two Iranian boats. At 1715 hours of the same day the Iranian merchant ship 
Iran Badr opened fire from the light arms carried by the ship in the direction of 
the Iraqi naval patrols (Basrah Sector). 


At 0730 hours on 21/9/1980 two Iranian helicopters flew over Fao and Um Qasr. 
At 0815 hours of the same day an Iranian boat came near the Ziyadiya area and 
opened fire and then withdrew, proceeding in the direction of Fao. At 0835 
hours of the same day the British ship Oriental Star came under Iranian patrol 
fire in the Ziyadiya area when she was on her way to Basrah. 


At the same hour of the same day the control tower of the Iraqi Port came under 
the fire of an Iranian patrol boat at the Wasiliyah area (Bashrah sector). 


At 0900 hours on 21/9/1980 the Kuwait vessel A/-Ferdaniya, which was hoisting 
the Iraqi flag, came under fire from Iranian arms in the Abadan area. At 0930 
hours of the same day the Iranian forces opened medium and heavy artillery fire 
on the Um-Al-Ressas tower No. (2). At 0930 hours of the same day an Iranian 
boat came near the Seeba area and opened fire. At 1015 hours the Iranian forces 
opened fire from their heavy and medium arms on the Iraqi dredger, Sinai, near 
Um-al-Ressas isle. At 1415 hours the Iranian forces shelled the degassing station 
at Fakka-al-Shamali. At 1235 hours the Iranian forces opened fire on a private 
barge called Hind opposite Wasiliyah. At 1330 hours the Iranian forces opened 
fire from their light arms on a Singapore ship Lucille which was hoisting the Iraqi 
flag cruising towards Basrah, and it was lightly hit in 50 places. At 1425 hours the 
Iraqi crane belonging to the River Transport came under the fire of the Iranian 
forces near the Wasiliyah area. At 1430 hours the Iranian forces opened heavy 
and medium artillery fire on the headquarters of the Iraqi Coastal Patrol Com- 
mand (Basrah sector). 


At 1700 hours on 21/9/1980 the Iranian forces opened heavy fire on Mendeli. At 
1940 hours the Iranian forces bombarded Mendeli town many times and the 
bombardment continued until 2000 hours. At 1930 hours the Iranian forces 
heavily shelled Khanaqeen and the shelling continued for 90 minutes. At 2000 
hours the Iranian forces shelled the Qorato area heavily and the shelling con- 
tinued until 2030 hours. At 1015 hours on 22/9/1980 the Iranian artillery pound- 
ed the suburbs of Mendeli town heavily (Mendeli sector). At the same time some 
Iranian units opened sporadic fire all along Shatt-al-Arab to hamper navigation. 
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While the Ministry of Foreign Affairs requests that the Embassy communicate 
the above to the appropriate Iranian authorities, it would like to reaffirm that it 
holds the Iranian Government responsible for all consequences of the above viola- 


tions. 
The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 


assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/26/15064 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 23rd October, 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and with reference to the Embassy’s Note No. 
1116 dated 15/10/1980, wishes to inform the Embassy that all the allegations men- 
tioned in the Note of the Embassy are invalid. The appropriate Iraqi authorities gave 
permission to the International Red Cross mission to visit the Iranian prisoners of 
war in order to get acquainted with the conditions of their life. The delegation also 
met with prisoners of war individually and also visited the wounded who are 
hospitalized and took personal letters from some of them to their families. The mis- 
sion lauded the humanitarian care given to the prisoners of war and indicated that 
their report will contain these facts so that the appropriate Iranian authorities 
together with the Islamic Republic of Iran may get acquainted with the view point of 
International Red Cross in this respect. 

Consequently the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Iraq refuses the 
protest contained in the above-mentioned note of the Embassy due to its 
groundlessness. On this occasion the information at the disposal of the appropriate 
Iraqi authorities confirms the bad and inhuman treatment of the Iraqi prisoners of 
war which runs counter to the principles of the Geneva Convention regarding 
prisoners of war and to the principles of Islam and humanitarian values. | 

The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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REPUBLIC OF IRAQ No. Neighbouring: 5/1/4/15954 
MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS Baghdad, 30th October 1980 


Second International Dept. 


The Ministry of Foreign Affairs presents its compliments to the Embassy of the 
Iranian Islamic Republic in Baghdad and has the honour to refer to its Note No. 
1132 dated 23/10/1980 and would like to point out the following: 


1. It is well known to the international community that the Straits of Hormuz is in- 
ternational and all the waterways in these Straits fall within the Omani territorial 
waters. Iran has no right to dominate these Straits as that runs counter to the 
principles of international law, and any aggression against any merchant ships 
within these waterways constitutes an aggression against a Gulf Arab country 
i.e., the Oman Sultanate, as it is a violation of the rights of other countries. 


2. Any aggression on a third country due to the above on the part of the Iranian 
authorities means expanding the war area and covering some other countries ac- 
cording to which there will be special considerations. 


The Ministry avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embassy the 
assurances of its highest considerations. 


To: The Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Baghdad. 
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ANNEX I 


HISTORIC SPEECH DELIVERED BY 
PRESIDENT SADDAM HUSSEIN AT THE 
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ON SEPTEMBER 17, 1980 
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THE TEXT OF THE HISTORIC ADDRESS OF 
PRESIDENT SADDAM HUSSEIN 
AT THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 
ON SEPTEMBER 17, 1980 


In the Name of God the Merciful, the Compassionate. 
Dear Brothers, Members of the National Assembly! 


In accordance with the decision of the Revolutionary Command Council, we 
have called you to this extraordinary session to acquaint you with very crucial issues 
concerning the homeland and the nation, reflecting thus the belief of the Leadership 
of the Party and Revolution in your effective role in reinforcing the national will and 
defending the rights of the people and sovereignty of the homeland. This step also 
affirms the democratic practice that we are proud of, and expresses the solid rela- 
tionship between the masses on one hand and the Revolution and the leading national 
institutions on the other. 


Dear Brothers! 


Our national and pan-Arab issues and questions are not separate from our na- 
tional and pan-Arab history, both ancient and modern. Hence we should study our 
history and derive essential lessons from it, in order to get acquainted with the pre- 
sent basic facts. 

Over the past ages, colonial powers used all available means to devitalise the 
Arab Nation and subjugate it to the hegemony of others and to exploit its territories 
and resources. 

The most serious act committed against the Arab Nation in modern times by the 
British and the French colonialists and by the American and all other imperialists 
was the creation of the Zionist entity under well-known historical circumstances with 
the aim of maintaining the fragmentation of the Arab Nation, and debilitating it so 
that the task of exploiting and dominating it may be lightened. 

After the creation of the Zionist entity in occupied Palestine, certain interests, 
covetous intentions and policies of its own started to take shape, some of which met 
with those of imperialism on a wide scale, while others maintained their own par- 
ticularity. 

Since its foundation, the Zionist entity has not been protected only by world im- 
perialism. International Zionists, whose dangerous influence extends widely over 
many countries, serve this entity and render to it all means of power and smooth the 
way for its aggressive and expansionist designs against the Arab Nation. 

This entity is not a frontline outpost for imperialism only, but also for the racist 
world of Zionism with all its covetous designs and aggressive and expansionist in- 
terests in this vitally important region. 

‘Throughout the last three decades of its existence, the Zionist entity has achieved 
its task in backing the fragmentation of the Arab homeland and devitalising the 
Arab Nation’s capabilities of advancement and progress. This entity committed, 
whenever it had the opportunity, aggressive and expansionist acts against Arab ter- 
ritories. 

The enlightened vanguards of the Nation, which follow with great concern and 
full consciousness the designs of world Zionism, have now become well aware that 
imperialist and Zionist forces are no longer satisifed with having fragmented the 
Arab Nation earlier this century, but have started refragmenting the Arab countries 
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in such a manner as to prevent that anyone part or two united parts adjacent to the 
Zionist entity, with each constituting a strategic support to the other, should be 
capable of posing a threat to the Zionist entity or be able to check its expansionist 
and covetous designs against the Arab homeland. 

Iraq is in the forefront of those countries which have become a target for this 
vicious imperialist-zionist machination. It was placed as a target for various 
geographical, political, economic, and historical reasons. It was also singled out 
because of the combative nature of its people and their role in defending, throughout 
the ages, the dignity and sovereignty of the Arab Nation on one hand, and because 
of its capacity for advancement and progress when appropriate requisites are 
available, on the other. 

Imperialists and Zionists strove to fragment the Iraqi people by stirring up con- 
tradictions between local-national particularities and the country’s pan-Arab affilia- 
tion—that is by instigating chauvinistic isolationist trends during various periods in 
its modern history. They sought to create conflict between Iraqis’ affiliation to 
religions and communities, and their affiliation to the homeland and the Nation. 

Prior to the Revolution of July 17, 1968, Iraq had been made ready for division. 
World imperialist and Zionist forces had applied various malicious means to divide 
Iraq into small inconsiderable entities which, if they had been set up (God forbid), 
would have been incapable of safeguarding freedom, independence and honour, and 
would have prevented Iraq from carrying out effectively and earnestly its duty in 
defence of the Nation’s sovereignty and dignity, in recovering its rights and in con- 
tributing to its humanitarian message. They would have obstructed Iraq’s path of 
struggle against the Zionist entity with its extensions and with the imperialist powers 
backing it up and rendering it all means of sustenance. 

Although we realise that the Iraqi people were born and had struggled valiantly 
against all forms of conspiracies and Imperialist-zionist machinations before the 
July Revolution, yet historical facts give evidence that without this Revolution, with 
the successes it scored in enhancing national unity and carrying out the task of 
national construction in various fields, the dismemberment of Iraq would have been 
highly probable because of the conditions of weakness, disintegration and penetra- 
tion by Imperialist-zionist forces and espionage networks that it had been suffering 
from before the Revolution. ; | 

Within the framework of this design, these forces endeavoured, before the incep- 
tion of the Revolution and after its inception in particular, to supply the reactionary 
puppet leadership in northern Iraq with huge quantities of modern weapons and 
great finicial aid, rendering to these puppets the power to pose, at the time, a serious 
threat to Iraq’s integrity, its future, and its national and pan-Arab mission. 

Actually, Iran carried out this direct role of helping the puppet leadership, with 
the support and encouragement of American imperialism and world Zionism, which 
had mobilised for this plan all their military, material informational and political 
resources and their advanced intelligence machinery. 

With the help of its virtuous sons from all ethnic and religious communities, Iraq 
waged a valiant battle against this puppet gang and those who are behind them. 

Inspired by the honour of Iraq, the duty of defending the integrity of the 
homeland by the glories and mission of the Arab Nation, the Iraqi Army performed 
its task, valiantly offering the dearest sacrifices of courage and steadfastness. 

Our people offered all sacrifices needed in the battle which lasted twelve months 
—that is, from March 1974 to March 1975. The casualties of the Iraqi Army in that 
battle exceeded 16 thousand martyrs and wounded soldiers while the total figure of 
the casualties of the people in general was more than 60 thousand martyrs killed and 
wounded. 
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Despite the valiant performance of our Army in fighting the puppets and those 
who have been backed up by the American-zionist and Iranian forces and despite the 
high morale of our men, it was impossible to ignore the material and objective re- 
quirements of the battle. Those requirements are sometimes of supreme significance 
in determining a great many of the political and military outcomes. 

The main problems in our fighting against the turmoil of the collaborators was 
the continuity of the flow of arms, and ammunition in particular, in a way matching 
at least the unlimited quantities of arms, ammunition and supplies put at the disposal 
of these collaborators on behalf of American imperialism and Zionism. 

The situation reached a serious phase, for the Iranian regime amassed all the best 
modern and most effective weapons against our valiant forces to the extent that it 
put forces in actual action to fight our forces directly. Iranian forces carried out 
manoeuvres, movements and deployment along our eastern borders for the purpose 
of engaging our army on different fronts, thus strengthening the military situation of 
the collaborating gang. This attitude was aimed at defeating our army or reducing its 
capability to face any suspect insurgency when our army became short of ammuni- 
tion and its provisions ran out. Hence the Imperialist-zionist conspiracy of 
dismembering, weakening, and liquidating its pan-Arab role could be implemented. 

The question reached a very crucial point when our supplies and essential am- 
munition began to run out and three heavy shells were all that remained for the Air 
Force. 

We know quite well that arms sales today, at advanced levels in particular, are 
not subject to purely commercial considerations. They are often subject to merely 
political considerations and the strategy of the country of origin of arms. 

The armament of our army depends mainly on the Soviet Union, which supplied 
us with sophisticated arms during the last few years; but that was the fact then, dur- 
ing our struggle and fight against the collaborating gangs in the north of the 
homeland. We blame no one and make no justification in disclosing this historical 
fact. We rather want to disclose a historical fact and lay responsibility in its full con- 
text. We hid the fact of the acute shortage in our ammunition then and kept this in- 
formation in a very limited circle at the Leadership’s level. We did this, so that the 
secret would not leak out to the enemy who would make use of it, escalating their 
conspiracies and aggressions, and that the morale of our forces, who were fighting 
valiantly and honourably with all other available types of arms, would be kept high. 
But this fact has its significant reflection on our political decision-making in the con- 
flict existing then between us and Iran. 

This is one aspect of the question, the other is the conditions of the battle Iraq 
participated in, during the October War of 1973 against the Zionist enemy. The war 
broke out with the Zionist entity without Iraq being informed, and without giving it 
time enough for the preparation of the armed forces. Iraq, nevertheless, had to take 
part in the fight, and the decision was made in keeping with Iraq’s stand and its pan- 
Arab responsibilities, regardless of the motives and nature of those who planned for 
it and of Iraq’s relations with the regimes participating in the war. 

Iraqi forces were, at the time, deployed along the eastern front in full preparedness 
for any Iranian aggression on the national soil. In order to provide proper conditions 
for moving the Iraqi forces to the battle with the Zionist enemy, the Revolutionary 
Command Council issued a statement on October 7, 1973 in which it reaffirmed 
Iraq’s readiness to settle the problems with Iran peacefully. So, Iraq sent its striking 
forces to Syria where they had the honour of taking an effective role in protecting 
Damascus from falling and checking the Zionist advance over the Syrian soil. 

Issuing that statement implies, from the realistic point of view, Iraq’s readiness 
to consider the claims of Iran in Shatt-al-Arab. When the late President Boume- 
dienne approached Iraq and Iran in 1975 suggesting that direct negotiations be held 
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between the two sides in Algiers on questions of dispute, we accepted the initiative, 
considering it as an opportunity to safeguard Iraq’s security, national integrity, and 
its army’s safety. 

On this basis, the Leadership of the Party and State decided to accept negotia- 
tions with Iran and accepted the Thalweg Line as a border line in the Shatt-al-Arab 
area, in return for Iran’s evacuation of Iraqi territories previously usurped, in viola- 
tion of the Constantinople protocols of 1913 and the supplementary proceedings of 
the 1914 meetings of Border Commissioners for the demarcation of borders between 
the two countries. These territories include Zain al-Qaws and the Saif Sa’ad area, 
liberated just a few days ago by our armed forces. Iran was also to refrain from 
extending military and other types of aid to the collaborating gang in the northern 
part of the country. On these bases the negotiations with Iran were held and so the 
accord of March 6, 1975 was signed. 

The agreement was, at the time, an event of significance. Immediately following 
its announcement, the collaborators collapsed and surrendered. The army gained 
152 thousand pieces of arms; although the Iranians took back large quantities of 
arms during the two-week period given them to withdraw, they were obliged to leave 
behind great quantities of weapons and ammunition which were taken by our forces. 

The Algiers Accord was, at the time, a daring, wise, patriotic and national deci- 
sion. Courage is expressed not only by the capable use of gun and sword on the 
frontline of battle with the enemy whether in defense or attack. Courage could be ex- 
pressed also by the courageous political decision, at the leadership level, to defend 
the people and the nation and safeguard sovereignty. This is true, especially when 
these aims cannot be attained by the edge of the sword and gun alone. 

In the light of those circumstances, the decision saved Iraq from serious dangers 
which were threatening Iraq’s integrity, security and its prospects in the future. It of- 
fered our people an opportunity to carry on its Revolution and the process of con- 
struction and progress to attain higher levels of power, progress and prosperity, a 
matter which keeps up Iraq’s honour and sovereignty and renders the powerful and 
strong Iraqis at the disposal of the Arab Nation and its glorious mission. 

Such a decision, however, was not a surrender to bitter realities, despite the fact 
that realities were bitter and serious. Rather it was a sort of mastering of realities ina 
capable act of leadership that was balanced between all calculations of conditions 
and resources. 

The March Accord was an outcome of the prevailing circumstances. Our people 
understood that Accord well and considered it, under those circumstances, as a great 
victory. Hence, they received it with great joy. 

Although our army was valiantly fighting the traitors and dealing telling blows to 
them it was unaware of the shortage in vital ammunition; it received the Accord with 
great joy, because it grasped its implications with regard to the country’s integrity 
and future, and appreciated the objective conditions of the Accord. 

Following the signing of the Accord, negotiation and contacts were held with a 
view to enforcing its clauses especially those concerning demarcation, fixing border 
pillars and other technicalities. Three basic protocols were signed on the bases of the 
Accord, namely: the protocol of delineation of river borders, the protocol of 
redemarcation of land borders and the protocol on the borders’ security. 

The Iranian side benefited at an early stage from the protocol of delineation of 
the river borders in Shatt-al-Arab, whereas additional time was normally required 
for the implementation of the protocol of land borders. The measures of returning 
to Iraq these territories were delayed owing to the conditions of the former Iranian 
regime in 1979 and 1980. The new regime assumed office while our territories were 
still under the other party’s control. We appreciated, at the time, the new regime’s 
need for some time to honour its commitments under the Accord. But since the first 
day of the assumption of power by this ruling group in Iran, we noticed, on their 
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part, an aggressive stand and a breach of good neighbourly relations. They also 
started to announce subsequently their non-adherence to the March Accord. At a 
very early stage, the ruling clique in Iran violated an essential clause of the Accord 
when they called back the leading individuals of the collaborators from America to 
Iran. The puppet Barazani and some of his sons were ready to go back to Iran and 
resume their aggressive activities against Iraq; but he died there in the country of his 
American masters. His sons and the heads of the collaborating insurgency came to 
Iran using it, with the explicit support of the ruling authorities in Iran, as a spring- 
board for threatening the security of Iraq and its national security. 

The Iranian rulers’ attitude, since assuming office, has confirmed their violation 
of the relations of good neighbourliness and their non-commitment to the clauses of 
the March Accord. They, therefore, fully bear the legal and de facto responsibility of 
rendering this Accord null and avoid. 

This Accord, despite the difficult conditions besetting Iraq at the time when it 
was signed, was based on balanced factors, the breach of any of which is a breach of 
the entire Accord. 

Since the rulers of Iran have violated this accord from the very beginning of their 
assumption of power through unmasked and deliberate interference in the domestic 
affairs of Iraq and through supporting and arming, exactly as the Shah did, the 
American-zionist-backed collaborating insurgents and because of refusing to return 
the Iraqi territories obliging us to liberate them by force—for these reasons, I here 
announce before you that the Accord of March 6, 1975 is terminated on our part 
too. (The Revolutionary Command Council issued a decree to this effect). 


Therefore, the legal relationship in Shatt-al-Arab must return as it had been 
prior to March 6, 1975. This river must have its Iraqi-Arab identity restored as it was 
throughout history in name and in reality with all the disposal rights emanating from 
full sovereignty over the river. Iraq proved through its relations with the world at 
large, that it respects all its commitments, and that it cannot accept any threat, ag- 
gression or encroachment on its sovereignty and dignity. The people and the army of 
Iraq are ready to fight courageous battles, however great the sacrifices may be, in 
order to safeguard honour and sovereignty. 

We took this historic decision to recover full sovereignty on our lands and 
waters, and we shall act with power and with capability against anyone who tries to 
challenge this legitimate decision. 

We affirm to you, as we did before, that we seek good neighbourly relations with 
neighbouring countries, including Iran; that Iraq has no designs on Iranian ter- 
ritories and that we did not have any intention to wage war against Iran or expand 
the area of conflict beyond defending our rights and sovereignty. 

We declare to those in Iran who have been blinded by vanity and urged by 
suspect motives and to all those imperialists, zionists and opportunists behind them, 
we say that they have to learn recent lessons when our valiant army wrested the areas 
of Zain-al-Qaws and Saif Sa’ad together with our border outposts in a manner suited 
to courageous and faithful men. We want them to respond to the voice of right and 
reason which calls for maintaining good neighbourly relations with Iraq and the 
Arab Nation, and to relinquish every inch of territory they usurped from Iraq and 
the Arab Nation. Only by this may they serve their people and prove that they are 
revolutionaries, not agents of imperialist and zionist forces and backward racists 
harbouring hatred and enmity to the Arab Nation and seeking to incite dissension 
among its ranks to fragment and devitalise it, thus implementing the Zionist designs 
or being consequently in line with it. 

We say before you, the Arab Nation and the world at large, that we have expos- 
ed the false guise under which this ruling clique assumed office in Iran. This clique 
utilised religion in a false manner to expand at the expense of Arab sovereignty and 
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Arab higher interests. The ruling clique in Iran created feuds and divisions amidst 
the Nation notwithstanding the difficult circumstances through which the Arab Na- 
tion is passing and its struggle against Zionist aggression and imperialist powers. 

The false mask of the religious cause is merely a cover to Persian racialism and 
deep-rooted hatred of the Arabs. This mask is utilised by the Iranian clique to incite 
trends of chauvinism, hatred and schism among the peoples of the region, thus serv- 
ing world Zionism whether consciously or unconsciously. 

There are some quarters, driven by many motives which we would not mention 
now, who say: “Khomeini is different from the Shah; why are you treating him like 
this?” Our answer is that we have hoped sincerely that Khomeini would be different 
from the Shah, with regard to our patriotic and rational causes and to the occupa- 
tion of Arab territories in particular. We gave him time enough to prove whether he 
was really different from the Shah. But he, together with those who are in office in 
Iran, proved that they are not different from the Shah in their expansionist designs 
and ambitions and their racial attitude towards the Arabs. Contrary to justice, they 
cling to all territories which the Shah had usurped from Iraq including the Arab 
islands of Greater Tumb, Lesser Tumb and Abou Moussa. They even repeated those 
expansion claims that the Shah gave up under the pressure of the Arab will. As 
regards Iraq, they refused even to return the territories that the Shah agreed to return 
according to the clauses of the Accord of 1975. 

When we talk sorrowfully about the racism of the Iranian regime and its ag- 
gressive attitudes, we do not forget to mention with appreciation the stands of the 
good among the Iranian peoples including the Persians. We harbour feelings of sym- 
pathy for them; we want to establish friendly relations with them and wish them 
salvation from the plight they are undergoing now. 

We warmly greet our brothers, the Arabs of Ahwaz who are suffering oppressive 
conditions under the Khomeini regime more than they suffered under the Shah’s 
regime. We hail the honest fighting Kurds in Iran and all friendly Iranian peoples, 
assuring them all that we do not harbour any designs on any single inch of their land, 
and that we only harbour sympathy and friendliness for them. 

We hope that our neighbour Iran will be free and independent and play a 
positive role in the region, within the Non-Alignment Movement, and within the 
people’s struggle for freedom, independence and progress. We assure the world that 
Iraq, which had been managing navigation affairs in Shatt-al-Arab prior to March 6, 
1975 in conformity with full rights of sovereignty, had shown genuine capability, 
efficiency and a high sense of responsibility in achieving this task and is today even 
more capable of performing its duties in this respect. We hope that all parties con- 
cerned, including the Iranian side, will respect the sovereignty of Iraq over Shatt-al- 
Arab and conduct themselves accordingly. 

A comrade asked me at a Party meeting about the potential reserve we maintain 
for facing the suspicious racist enmity shown by the new regime in Iran; I told him 
that the Leadership has habituated the Iraqi people to having always some potential 
reserve to use in historic crucial times. But I tell you and all Iraqis and the honest 
Arab Nation that the main reserve, whether potential or not, with which we surprised 
the machinations of the puppets in Iran who are incited by rotten mentalities and 
racialist motives and with which we will face all aggressive imperialist-zionist and 
racist designs is the great Iraqi people. It is our people who are characterised by 
seriousness and endowed with unlimited preparedness for sacrifice, and who strongly 
adhere to their legitimate rights and draw inspiration from their great historical 
heritage, the heritage of the great Islamic message, and from the history of the great 
Arab Nation and the glories of the great Iraq. 

This reserve is our valiant Iraqi Army which is endowed with the same spirit and 
lives up to the principles of the Revolution and follows the examples set in the bright 
history of the Arab Nation and that of glorious Iraq. 
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The potential reserve is you and all valiant Iraqis, officers and soldiers of the 
army, and all citizens, both male and female, old and young. It is the honest spirit of 
the Arabs who struggle against aggression, usurpation, exploitation and servitude 
wherever they are, those who strongly refuse to yield to the hateful Persian occupa- 
tion just as they strongly refuse, courageously and forcefully, the vicious Zionist 
occupation of Palestine and other Arab territories. 

I extend to you a cordial greeting and thank you for convening this extraordinary 
session. I am quite confident that our great people who carried its patriotic and 
national responsibility throughout the ages of history with courage, efficiency and 
capability, will carry on along this path, and will enhance its effective positive role in 
this region and at the international level, with the help of Almighty God’s. 

Iraq will remain a solid and steadfast bastion in the face of usurpers and 
aggressors, and will remain forever a centre of support for all forces of good, pro- 
gress, and freedom all over the world. 

Peace be with you! 
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TEXT OF PRESIDENT SADDAM HUSSEIN’S 
HISTORIC SPEECH ON 28th SEPTEMBER, 1980 


In the name of Allah the Merciful, the Compassionate 
Great people of Iraq! 

Masses of the glorious Arab Nation! 

Our valiant Army! 


I extend to you the greeting of honour, truth and trust, the greeting of the 
patriotic and national Arab struggle. 

At the National Assembly on the 17th of this month, I explained to you the deci- 
sion of the Leadership, the decision of the people, to restore our rights and absolute 
sovereignty over our land and waters. 

In the statement in which we declared the annulment of the 1975 Agreement, for 
the legitimate and realistic reasons explained at the time, we called upon the rulers of 
Iran to respond to the voice of right and reason to preserve the relations of good 
neighbourliness with Iraq and the Arab Nation and to give up every single inch of 
land they had usurped from Iraq and the Arab Nation. 

We affirmed to the whole world that Iraq had no intention whatsoever to launch 
a war on Iran or expand the scope of conflict with it beyond the limit of defending 
our rights and our sovereignty. 

We also affirmed that Iraq, which had proved through its relations with the 
world at large its readiness to honour all its commitments, would in no way accept 
any form of aggression or violation of its sovereignty and diginity. The people of 
Iraq and the Army of Iraq are always fully prepared to fight valiantly to safeguard 
honour and sovereignty, regardless of the sacrifices. 

We also told the Iranian authorities that Iraq had taken its historic decision to 
restore its full sovereignty on its land and waters, and that it would deal forcefully 
and capably with any one who challenged this legitimate decision. 

However, the rulers in Iran did not respond to these calls and did not deal with 
the situation in the spirit of one who is anxious to spare blood and attain a just and 
trustworthy settlement for both sides. 

They behaved in a manner full of arrogance, grudge, aggression, and irrespon- 
sibilty towards their people and towards the security and safety of the area. They in- 
terpreted our positive and tolerant appeals as a phenomenon of weakness, or fear of 
confrontation, rather than a demonstration of strength, capability, a sense of 
responsibility and concern for peace. 

Instead of seeking a peaceful settlement, those who coersively control the fate of 
the Iranian people confronted us with an insistence on denying our rights and launch- 
ing war and aggression. Thus, they pushed the Iranian Army to catastrophe by their 
Own vicious will. 

As the appropriate Iraqi authorities began to implement the measures to extend 
our sovereignty over Shatt-al-Arab, measures which were totally peaceful in nature, 
the Iranian authorities opened fire against Iraqi and foreign vessels passing through 
this waterway. They also attacked our civilian targets and economic installations in 
the Shatt-al-Arab area and the city of Basrah. 

This behaviour meant the stoppage of international navigation in Shatt-al-Arab 
and the severance of the vital artery of the Iraqi economy. Iran has a coastal line ex- 
tending over hundreds of kilometres along the Gulf, whereas Iraq has only very 
limited outlets, the most important of which is the Shatt-al-Arab waterway. 
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This decision of the Iranian authorities meant war; it was followed by closing the 
air space between Iran and other countries in the region. This attitude meant, with 
all clarity, the preparation to launch war, beginning with an air raid on Iraq. Their 
heavy deployments on the front and the confirmed information we had acquired 
before and during the battle, provided irrefutable evidence that the Iranian 
authorities had been planning to launch war on Iraq. 

Iraq’s attitude has been characterised by a sense of responsibility because it 
believes in honest and just principles. It is extremely concerned with the need to 
avoid bloodshed and to maintain security and stability in this region, in view of its 
considerable significance to the vital and legitimate interests of the world. 

Iraq, however, cannot remain indifferent to repeated aggression on the part of 
the irresponsible authorities in Iran who thirst for blood, destruction and ruin with 
no thought for the security of their own country and the fate of their own people, let 
alone the security of the world. 

In defence of Iraq’s sovereignty and vital interests, strong measures were in- 
evitable to repulse the foolish, backward and grudging aggressors. The Iraqi sword, 
the Arab sword, the sword of Ali, Khalid, Saad and Qa’qa’ had to be unsheathed to 
crack down upon the malevolent clique and teach it a new historic lesson, thus reviv- 
ing the glories of Qadissiya which had smashed the arrogance of Khosrau and raised 
the banners of Islam high everywhere in the area, and eliminated all aspects of 
atheism, aggression and ignorance. 

As we have acted in Zain al-Qaws and Saif Saad, we did not take the enemy by 
surprise, although surprise is a legitimate act of war to confront aggression. On the 
contrary, we behaved in-‘such a manner as to reflect high ethics and a strict sense of 
resposibility. We warned the enemy before we dealt our blow. Having realised that 
our warning had gone unheeded, we issued our orders to our valiant army to en- 
counter this clique, the heirs of Khosrau, the Magians of the 20th Century, and in- 
flict defeat on their ranks. This has been accomplished by your armed forces. 

Our forces encountered the enemy, just as Ali Bin Abi Talib had done, when he 
had unsheathed his sword against the pagans in the immortal battles of Islam. 
Within a few hours of the beginning of the battle on the land, air and sea, the noble 
Iraqi army was pushing ahead, guided by the spirit, mission, and great history of the 
Nation to revive in faith, courage, and capability the battles of Badr, Qadissiya, 
Yamouk and Hittin. 

Our victorious Air Force raided the bases of the Magian Persian clique and in- 
flicted heavy losses on them. On the sea, our valiant naval forces encountered the 
enemy’s naval forces, of which it had always boasted great power and a long arm, 
pretending that it was invincible. Our naval forces paralysed the enemy’s mobility 
and inflicted telling defeat on its ranks. 

On land, our valiant infantry forces marched towards the targets assigned for 
them, performing these tasks, within few days from the 22nd of September up to this 
date, valiantly, efficiently, promptly and.with utmost capability. 

Our forces are now stationed in the target areas assigned for them in Qasr- 
Shireen, Mehran, and Sarbil Zahab; they are now in the land of Ahwaz, in the city of 
Muhamara, Dezful and a number of other towns on the battle front. 

The Almighty God has taught us in His Holy Book the meanings of honour, 
gallantry, and tolerance. Among the most eminent attributes of the Arabs is 
“forgiveness when capable.” The Almighty says in the Holy Quran “when they tend 
to peace then you should tend to it.” These are the ethics on which we have been 
brought up, the principles of our Party and the great July Revolution. 

However, the malevolent ruling clique in Teheran has not tended to peace, and is 
still beating the torn-off drums of war. But we, the grandsons of Ali, Hussein, 
Khalid and Saad are proving to them, as we did 14 centuries ago, that we are not 
war-mongers but are advocates of justice and holders of a mission. 
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.Therefore, from a standpoint of victory over the malevolent clique in Teheran, 
the descendants of Khosrau and Rustam, we declare before you and the whole world 
that Iraq is prepared to accept a ceasefire should the other side abide by this sincere 
call on the path to the recognition of our legitimate rights. We are also prepared to 
negotiate with the Iranian side directly, through a third party or any international 
organisation which we respect and trust, to reach a fair and honest solution ensuring 
our rights and sovereignty. 

Weare not of the sort whose heads are so turned by power and the temptation of 
victory that we impose illegitimate conditions on others. No, we would not do so 
even though they are aggressors and ill-intentioned. We do not impose illegitimate 
conditions and have no voracious designs; we establish clearcut noble principles of 
justice, benevolence and peace to the peoples of Iran, the countries of the region, the 
Arab Nation, and the world as a whole. 

What we demand is that the Iranian Government should explicitly recognise, 
both de facto and de jure, the historical and legitimate rights of Iraq over its land 
and waters; adhere to the policy of good neighbourliness; abandon its racist, ag- 
gressive and expansionist tendencies; give up its vicious attempts to interfere in the 
internal affairs of countries in the region; return every single inch of land it had 
usurped from the Homeland, view its rights and those of the Arabs and Iraqis on this 
basis, and respect international laws and conventions. 

As we Said in the past, we do not consider Iran and the Iranian people as enemies 
to Iraq and the Arab Nation. We hoped always to live with them peacefully as 
friends and neighbours. However, the Iranian people have not so far been lucky in 
getting a sincere and rational government that understands this benevolent policy. 
They have been plagued by rulers having no other preoccupation than expansion, ag- 
gression, threats and recalcitrance. 

We hope that the Iranian people will pass through this time of trial which is a 
result of the domination of this evil clique which has brought these catastrophes 
upon Iran and upon the Iranian army. 

We also hope that circumstances will permit us and the Iranian people to live 
under conditions of friendship, good neighbourliness and mutal respect. 

These are the principles we establish while calling for peace and avoiding blood- 
shed. 

We also call upon the Iranian Government to end its occupation of the three 
Arab Islands in the Arab Gulf, namely, Abou Moussa, and the Greater and Lesser 
Tumbs, which the Shah occupied by force, and which the present ruling clique con- 
tinues to occupy until today. 

While we confirm our preparedness to cease all forms of hostilities, should the 
other party abide therewith according to the above concepts, we warn that our 
triumphant, valiant forces will retaliate, from a position of strength and capability, 
against any attempt by the Iranian authorities to continue their aggression and 
military operations. 

We assure the Iranian people that we did not intend to commit aggression upon 
their rights, or to maintain avaricious designs on their territories or to insult them 
and the Iranian army. We had to fight because of the acts committed by the 
treacherous clique which is coercively dominating Iran. We have willingly accepted 
the challenge to defend our sovereignty, rights, and dignity, as well as the usurped 
rights of our Nation. Our objective is to reach a formula governing the relations be- 
tween Irag and the Arab Nation on the one hand, and Iran on the other, ensuring for 
each side its rights, sovereignty, security, and dignity. 

The malevolant, ignorant and conceited clique of heretics, coercively sub- 
jugating the Iranian people, should be held responsible for the war, as they have in- 
volved the Iranian people and army in this lost battle. 
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Should this clique, which has been blinded by arrogance and which is afraid now 
of the prospect of losing its shaky position, turn down our sincere appeal to accept a 
ceasefire, then they would prove clearly, once again, that they are jeopardizing the 
security, sovereignty, and rights of Iran, denying the legitimate rights of Iraq and the 
Arab Nation, and refusing, as before, to coexist with them on the basis of the honest 
principles we have referred to. 

Given this situation, the Iranian people should shoulder their responsibility and 
take the initiative to get rid of this clique. The Iraqi people and leadership join hands 
with the Iranian people in getting rid of the tragedies that have been inflicted upon 
them and the evils that have destroyed their lives, so that all can lead a free and 
dignified life with their neighbours. 

We proudly greet the Arab people in Arabistan, the Kurdish people in Kurdistan 
of Iran, our friends the peace-loving Persians, and all the friendly people of Iran. 


Brothers, 


Our area has been living for several years under conditions of threat, aggression, 
instability and under the fear of crises and explosive situations. The previous Iranian 
regime had assumed a serious aggressive role in the region. Induced by world im- 
perialism and zionism, it had carried out the role of the so-called Gulf Policeman. It 
was engaged in the building up of much larger military forces than Iran could afford 
and would need for its normal national requirements. The previous regime had been 
implanting agents in the countries of the region. It embarked upon treating these 
countries with arrogance and threats. It had resorted to force against Iraq and the 
Arab nation, thus occupying the three Arab Islands in the Gulf with a view to con- 
trolling navigation and placing them in the service of its aggressive ambitions and im- 
perialist schemes. We resisted these policies and stands with utmost courage and 
resolute will. We rejected this attitude in dealing with the region’s affairs and called 
for adherence to the principles of full independence and cooperation among its 
countries, and urged that the ambitions and roles prescribed by the imperialist circles 
be abandoned. 


When the new regime assumed office, we hoped that it would depart from these 
aggressive policies and vicious attitudes. However, shortly afterwards, the regime 
began to behave exactly as the previous one, although it camouflaged such policy 
with false claims. Certain parties have been propagating such claims for certain op- 
portunist or tactical purposes to achieve certain benefits which are not in line with 
the supreme pan-Arab interests. 

The new rulers have upheld the Shah’s allegations of the “Persianism” of the 
Gulf and therefore the occupation of the three islands. They have even gone so far as 
to claim that “Iraq and other parts of the region are Persian.” They have revived the 
Shah’s expansionist claims on Bahrain and moved the Persian communities in the 
Arab Gulf region to create disturbances and turmoil in preparation for devouring 
them one after another. 

The region has been living for a number of years under these circumstances, 
which were exploited by the covetous world powers who aimed at interference in the 
affairs of the area, establishing military bases in it and dominating its resources to 
secure their interests, based on aggressions and exploitation. Both of the previous 
and present Iranian regimes bear the main responsibility for creating these condi- 
tions which have posed a threat to the independence and sovereignty of the countries 
of the region, jeopardised their peace and security, hampered legitimate interna- 
tional interests and opened the doors for imperialist intervention. 

The battle which we have waged against the Iranian regime was originally a bat- 
tle in defence of the honour, sovereignty, constant historical rights, and legitimate 
vital interests of our country. At the same time, it has been a decisive battle for the 
Arabism of the Gulf, for deterring the expansionist Persian ambitions, and for the 
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Gulf’s total independence away from the interference of world powers. It has been a 
battle to ensure security and stability in the Gulf and to provide an opportunity for 
its natural development in accord with the free options of its peoples, free from any 
form of foreign intervention or ambitions. 

We call upon the sister Arab countries in the region to benefit from victory in 
this battle which has been led by Iraq on behalf of the Arab Nation and the citizens 
of the Gulf. We call upon them to use it in consolidating their independence, remov- 
ing any form of foreign influence on their territories and putting an end to foreign 
infiltration which has been aiming at changing their national identity. 

We also call upon them to embark upon solidarity and collective activity in keep- 
ing with the pan-Arab principles we have specified in our National Declaration of 
February 8, 1980. These principles are the real guarantee of sovereignty and security 
in this region and all over the Arab homeland. All other policies and attempts are but 
camouflages to cover the encroachment upon the independence of Arab Gulf coun- 
tries, and the placing of Gulf inlets and waterways in the service of imperialism and 
the forces of evil. 

We warn any foreign country against attempting to exploit the situation so as to 
interfere in the affairs of the region. We declare that the countries of the area are 
capable of safeguarding their own security, as well as ensuring the freedom of 
navigation in its waterways and securing the legitimate interests of all countries of 
the world. 

We hope that the Iranian regime can benefit from this lesson so as to cooperate 
honestly with the countries of the region, in line with this sound independent trend. 
By this, it will secure legitimate Iranian interests, ensure its security and stability, and 
rid Iran of the policies of aggression and adventure which have only brought losses 
and calamities upon its peoples. 

When the battle broke out between us and the Iranian regime, it was only natural 
that many countries in the world were concerned about the possible developments of 
the conflict. We have taken the initiative to contact a great number of countries to 
explain our attitude and specify our objectives. We have emphasised our good inten- 
tions and rejected the policy of force and the coveting of the territories of others. 
The larger part of the international community has understood our fair and balanc- 
ed attitude. We appreciate this responsible attitude on their part. We also appreciate 
the initiatives of the Islamic and friendly countries, as well as the regional organisa- 
tions, in calling for a ceasefire and for resorting to dialogue and negotiations to solve 
the problems and settle the conflict on fair bases. 

We have adopted positive and responsible attsitudes towards all these initiatives. 
We stress that Iraq will spare no effort to render these initiative successful so as to 
reach a peaceful settlement of the conflict on the basis of the just principles we have 
referred to. 


Brothers, 
Masses of the glorious Arab Nation. 


When Iraq launched this honourable and courageous battle it proceeded from a 
staunch belief in defending the sovereignty, honour and rights of the Arab Nation. 
Iraq’s land and waters are part of the Arab sovereignty and honour, and Iraq is the 
eastern flank of the Arab homeland. Hence, any threat to Iraq’s sovereignty poses a 
threat to Arab sovereignty as a whole. He who usurps a part of the Arab homeland 
in the east, in the west, in its depth, or in any part, is an enemy that should be repell- 
ed, so as to liberate the land from his grip, with no differentiation between one 
usurper and another. 
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Certain circles “who are diseased in their hearts”,* have tried to distort Iraq’s at- 
titude in the battle. Those circles are known for their lax national values, coexisting 
with opportunism, living under corrupt circumstances and using sovereignty and the 
supreme national interests as trump cards in their cheap contests within their borders 
and their attempts to realise trivial benefits. They have tried to distort Iraq’s attitude 
in this battle, and have tried to put the Arab victim and foreign aggressor on an 
equal footing through false and unfounded pretexts and justifications that are alien 
to Arab National values. We should like to tell those elements: “You represent 
neither the Arab Nation nor its glorious history and its great determination to 
achieve liberation and emancipation. You do not represent its honour, glory, and 
gallantry; you do not represent the Arab masses, because the Arab masses side with 
right, honour, and gallantry, not with the opportunists, the cowards or those who 
trade the interests of the nation.” 

Some of the Arab officials have sided with us in a valiant Arab manner. But 
some have adopted disgraceful attitudes, while others have preferred to keep silent. 
While we appreciate, with great pride, the attitudes of those who have sided with 
their brothers in the battle of honour and liberation, we do not blame those who kept 
silent but leave the evaluation of their attitudes to the Arab masses in their countries. 

We should like to declare before you and before the Arab Nation that we have 
turned down some attempts by certain Arab officials for a so-called mediation be- 
tween us and Iran. We did not do that because we have no respect or esteem for 
them, nor out of arragance. We rejected these attempts because we believe that when 
the sovereignty of an Arab country is violated by whatever foreign party, and when 
Arab blood is shed in defence of Arab honour and sovereignty, no Arab should 
undertake an attitude of mediator. Should he fail to support his brother in the battle, 
then he should at least keep silent although this is far below minimal expectations. 


Brothers, 


In our speech on 17th September, we told you and the honourable citizens of the 
Arab Nation that the great Iraqi people are the basic reserve, both potential and ac- 
tive, by which we have surprised the schemes of the suspect agents in Iran, and by 
which we are bound to encounter all the hostile imperialist, zionist and racist 
schemes. This is the people with its high morale, unlimited willingness to sacrifice, its 
fervent adherence to its legitimate rights and its abidance by the inspiration of the 
great heritage and history of great Iraq. It is the valiant Iraqi Army which proceeds 
from this high morale, guided by the revolutionary principles in the battles of life 
which it has been waging for the glory of its Nation and the history of the dignity of 
Iraq. 

The potential and active reserve is the people, all the brave, honourable Iraqi of- 
ficers and soldiers in the army, all the citizens— men, women, old and young. It is 
the honest spirit of the Arabs who are fighting against aggression, usurpation, 
exploitation and tutelage; those who are rejecting surrender to the vicious Persian 
occupation, as they reject and resist fiercely and valiantly the treacherous Zionist oc- 
cupation of Palestine and other Arab territories. 


Brothers, 

This is the reserve with which we have confronted the enemies; it has been a reserve 
overflowing with energy and great potentialities. When the battle broke out, and 
throughout the glorious battles of heroism, our courageous fighters on land, air and 
sea, proved to be the valiant citizens of Iraq, the blessed citizens of the Arab Nation. 
They have proved to be the offspring of those great leaders who had destroyed 
blasphemy and raised the banner of the mission high — grandsons of Ali, Omar, Hus- 
sein, Khalid, Saad and Qa’qa’. 


*The Holy Quran - The Cow, ayah (10). 
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Our valiant men in the armed forces, fought bravely and valiantly, and proved to 
be capable and efficient in upholding the honour of the battle and the banner of vic- 
tory. Suffice it for our pride to see the zionist enemy unable to conceal its fear and 
shock at the strength and capability of the Iraqi Army. The zionist enemy has thus 
sent forth cries of warning and horror, declaring its readiness to stretch a hand to 
save the Magian Persian enemy from defeat. Despite the vicious behaviour of the 
zionist enemy and its attempts to exploit the situation, Iraq, fortified by its powerful 
and valiant army, has achieved a splendid victory and will achieve the decisive 
triumph, God willing. 

This is a great honour for the army of Iraq which we have prepared, and will 
prepare, with God’s support, to liberate Palestine. For those who fought at Zain-al- 
Qaws, Saif Saad, Muhamara and Ahwaz, have been paving the road to Jerusalem, 
Ramalla, Hebron and Jaffa. 

Comrades in principles and arms, courageous officers and soldiers, may God 
give you support! May God bless you in your capability, and may God’s mercy be 
bestowed upon those martyrs who passed away in the battle of honour and dignity! 
They are, as termed in the Holy Book of God, not dead but living under the blessing 
of God. 

They will be remembered by our people with pride and admiration; their bright 
names will be blazing stars and laurels of glory; their holy blood will herald a new 
dawn for the Arab Nation, illuminating the path to the liberation of Palestine and all 
the occupied territories of the Arab Nation. 

Greetings to our brave soldiers on land, to our courageous airmen, to our valiant 
men on the sea. Thank them all, for having raised the heaa of their country high, the 
head of their Nation high, for having lived up to their commitments and performed 
their tasks commendably. 

No doubt the souls of Ali Bin Abi Talib, the Farouq, Saad Bin Abi Waqqas and 
Qa’qa’ are with you shadowing the sky of the battle and feeling proud at the ac- 
complishment of their grandsons in defending right and good. These souls have been 
blessing your victories and imploring the Almighty to help you in realising absolute 
triumph. 

During the battle, the masses of our people proved to be capable of shouldering 
great responsibilities and discharging serious tasks with a great self-restraint and effi- 
ciency and a resolute will to carry out their duties. 

Thanks to the men who rendered services to the battle in all walks of life. 

Thanks to the valiant men who provided the requirements of civil defence at a 
good level of performance. 

Thanks to the units of the Popular Army, the auxiliary force of the great Army, 
deployed all over the territory of Iraq to perform the duties assigned to them with ut- 
most courage and capability. 

Thanks to the courageous Iraqi women who participated in the battle, being real 
sisters to the fighters in the battlefield. 

Thanks to them as they applaud the fighters during air raids and deal with the 
raging battle as if it were an entertainment. 

Thanks to the children whose eyes are accustomed to the exploits of battles and 
heroism, for tommorow they will be prepared to defend the principles of honour, 
like their brothers, fathers, and mothers. 

Tomorrow they will fight on the land of Palestine and other occupied Arab ter- 
ritories. 

Thanks to the poets, writers, and artists who sang for the battle and whose words 
and tunes have had the force of shattering bombs. 

Thanks to the noble citizens of the Arab nation for siding with their brothers 
who were engaged in the liberation of the Homeland, thus, marking a prelude to the 
real epoch of Palestinian liberation. 
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Thanks to them as they have proved, despite the campaigns of distortion and 
fabrication by certain parties, that they are aware of the grand pan-Arab truth and 
of the real road to liberation. 

Praise be to God for having supported our victory over our enemies, the 
renegades, the offspring of Khosrau and Rustam, although our road is still long and 
the tasks in store for us involve no fewer sacrifices than those that we have so far en- 
countered in the battle now underway against the racist Persian regime. 

Praise be to God for having helped us to restore bright aspects of the glories of 
Qadissiya. 

Praise be to God for supporting our triumphant march for the liberation of the 
usurped Arab territories, notably the dear land of Palestine. 

Peace be with you! 
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ANNEX III 


THE MESSAGE OF PRESIDENT SADDAM HUSSEIN 
TO DR. KURT WALDHEIM, SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
THE U.N. ON 29th SEPTEMBER 1980 
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H.E. Dr. Kurt Waldheim 
Secretary General of the United Nations, 
New York. 


I received your letter dated 28th September, 1980 and on this occasion I wish to reaf- 
firm to you that shortly before the Security Council meeting on 28/9/1980, I an- 
nounced, in an official speech relayed on Iraqi radio and TV, the readiness of Iraq to 
observe an immediate ceasefire between Iran and Iraq providing that the other side 
abides by the ceasefire and resorts to direct negotiations or negotiations through a 
third party, or an international organisation or party we respect and trust, with a 
view to achieving a just and honourable solution ensuring our rights and sovereignty. 

Our decision is fully in line with the spirit of Resolution No. 479 taken by the 
Security Council later on at its meeting No. 2248 on 28/9/1980. Hence it is only 
natural that we accept the aforesaid resolution of the Security Council, and we 
declare that we are ready to abide by it on condition that the Iranian side abides by 
it. We hope that the Security Council will take the appropriate measures to urge the 
Iranian side to abide by this Resolution. 

On this occasion, the Government of the Republic of Iraq wishes to express its 
appreciation of the efforts exerted personally by you and by the Security Council for 
the sake of maintaining security and stability in our region, in a manner serving the 
aims of humanity for a just peace. 


Saddam Hussein 
President of the Republic of Iraq 
29th September, 1980 
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MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OF 
IRAQ BEFORE THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY OF THE 
UNITED NATIONS 
October 3, 1980. 


226 


On behalf of the Iraqi delegation, I should like to express to you, Mr. President, our 
congratulations on your election to the Presidency of the thirty-fifth session of the 
General Assembly. I am convinced that thanks to your wisdom and great com- 
petence, this session will achieve fruitful and constructive results. 

I should also like to express our thanks and appreciation to your predecessor, 
Ambassador Salim Ahmed Salim, who carried out his duties with excellent ability 
and competence during the last session, as well as during the ensuing emergency 
special sessions. 

Iraq has been one of the staunchest adherents of the policy of non-alignment, 
which is based on the principles of sovereignty and non-interference in internal af- 
fairs, respect for the national sovereignty of all States and the preservation of inter- 
national peace and security in the world. In addition, our foreign policy does not 
tolerate any interference in the independence of Iraq and the Arab countries, or in 
our sovereignty, territorial integrity and interal affairs in any form, from any side or 
on any pretext whatsoever. In adhering to these principles in its non-aligned foreign 
policy, Iraq proceeds from a profound need and a long national and pan-Arab ex- 
perience in this regard. 

Any disequilibrium in the bases of balance in State relations would certainly lead 
to impairing the rights and sovereignty of one side in favour of another. In order to 
avoid this phenomenon, which has often led to tension and crisis, it is imperative to 
found international cooperation of rules that aim at the achievement of joint in- 
terests within the framework of international affairs. That is particularly true in the 
case of neighbouring States because the goegraphical reality imposes upon them a 
policy of good-neighbouriness. 

In its relations with Iran, Iraq has adhered firmly to that policy, which is based 
on a number of realities that arise from the historical and religious ties between the 
people of Iraq and the Iranian peoples. Our policy was and still is favourable to any 
factor that strengthens the relations between the two countries, avoids the outbreak 
of crisis and takes account of common interests. In this connection, while Iraq has 
fully understood its international responsibility, at the same time it has not lost sight 
of its national sovereignty and pan-Arab duties as a part of the Arab Nation. 

The relations of Iraq and Iran have reached a grave crisis because of the policies 
of successive regimes in Iran which have considered Iraq and the Arab homeland, 
particularly the Arab Gulf area, as a sphere for domination. The said policies have 
been expressed in different forms appropriate to the particular exigencies of the 
time. During the rule of the Shah, arrogance, aggression, territorial expansion at the 
expense of others and attempts to harm Iraq’s national sovereignty and the inalien- 
able rights of the Arab Nation were a constant pattern. Iraq and the Arab Nation 
were regarded as a sphere of influence for the expansionist plans of Iranian interests. 
That policy has been followed throughout history by the State of Persia against its 
neighbours. 

When the revolution of 17 July 1968 took place in Iraq, Iraqi-Iranian relations 
experienced two rival pheonomena. On the one hand, the Shah of Iran was being 
prepared, with great assistance from the West and in particular from the United 
States of America, to play the role of policeman in the region. On the other hand, 
the new regime in Iraq was struggling to build up a new society and for the consolida- 
tion of national independence. Thus the Iranian regime found its policy of exerting 
pressure on others met with resistance from Iraq and it was consequently necessary 
to destabilize Iraq. This began with a propaganda campaign in various forms, which 
was escalated to a political crisis coupled with a consistent and continuous policy of 
interference in the internal affairs of Iraq, whether through the exportation of plots 
or the backing of rebellion. 
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The Shah at first began to consolidate Iran’s territorial encroachments upon 
Iraq’s land frontiers. Iranian border posts were pushed forward inside Iraqi territory 
and roads were opened between them in such a way as to include large areas of Iraqi 
lands inside Iran. All that was done with the support of military forces in order to 
impose those encroachments by force. Then the Shah began to demand changes in 
the frontiers in Shatt-al-Arab, contrary to the legal situation then prevailing. When 
that demand was met by Iraq’s refusal, the Shah unilaterally terminated the Boun- 
dary Treaty of 1937. 

Then in order to achieve his political aims and territorial demands, the Shah 
began to exert military pressure, directly and indirectly, thus abandoning the tradi- 
tional means he had followed in the past to achieve his ambitions. He thought that 
by military means he could ensure the achievement of his expansionist aims and am- 
bitions. 

So Iran committed its armed aggression against some Iraqi border areas in cen- 
tral and southern Iraq in 1974, regarding which Iraq brought a complaint against 
Iran before the Security Council. 

A more dangerous step was exemplified by the broad cooperation which the 
Shah initiated with the reactionary secessionist rebellion in northern Iraq. He began 
to exercise a direct role in the field in order to dismember Iraq. The Shah’s support 
for the secessionist rebellion was limitless. He provided the reactionary leadership of 
the rebellion with huge quantities of modern and sophisticated armaments and put at 
its disposal all his material, military, political and media facilities, including the ser- 
vices of his advanced intelligence apparatus. In that respect, the Shah was like Israel, 
whose Prime Minister declared on 29 September 1980, as reported in The New York 
Times of the following day, that it had provided Barazani with weapons, equipment 
and instructors and provided the rebels with training from 1965 to 1975. 

Iraq, with its devoted sons from all sects, religions and national minorities, 
fought a vicious conflict against the agent clique and those who stood behind it. We 
were inspired by the honour of Iraq and the duty to defend the unity of the 
homeland. Our people made all the sacrifices required by the battle. The military 
situation reached a dangerous point when the Shah advanced his military forces on 
numerous occasions to fight directly against our forces on various fronts with a view 
to supporting the military position of the agent rebellion. 

The situation reached a more dangerous level in relation to Iraq’s capability 
when we were surprised by the October war of 1973, in which Iraq had inevitably to 
participate in consonance with its pan-Arab position and responsibilities. 

In 1975, however, when the late President of Algeria, Houari Boumedienne, 
took the initiative of communicating with Iraq and Iran and suggesting direct 
negotiations between them in Algiers regarding all their differences, Iraq agreed to 
that initiative in the interests of preserving Iraq’s security and national unity. Those 
negotiations met with success and resulted in the conclusion, in Algiers on 6 March 
1975, of an agreement which represented a settlement. The political and juridical 
aspects were balanced in the agreement in a manner that made the impairment of any 
element thereof a violation of the said balance and a reason for the total failure of 
the agreement. That was explicitly provided in paragraph 4 of the agreement. 

What follows logically from the agreement is that in implementing it the two par- 
ties should have achieved the balanced gains that they had agreed upon. But what 
happened in fact was that Iran achieved a direct and instant gain as soon as the 
Algiers agreement entered into force. Iran’s position in Shatt-al-Arab became that of 
a partner in sovereignty over a large part of the river on the basis of the new delimita- 
tion of the frontier line therein on the basis of the Thalweg. As against that, Iran 
agreed to give up the Iraqi lands which it had previously encroached upon and to 
stop its support for the secessionist Barazani. 
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Then, the new regime in Iran came to power. Iraq was that event as a welcome 
sign, because it ended a regime whose policies were based on aggression and in- 
terference in the internal affairs of others and in particular of Iraq and the Arab 
homeland. Iraq presented through its President its felicitations to the Iranian 
peoples, hoping for wide opportunities for the new republican regime in the 
maintenance of Iran’s role in the sei vice of peace and justice in the world and the 
forging of the strongest relations of friendship and neighbourliness with the Arab 
countries in general and with Iraq in particular. When the new regime in Iran an- 
nounced its willingness to have Iran join the Non-Aligned Movement, Iraq was the 
first country to bless that move and declared its welcome to and support for Iran’s 
application to the membership of the Movement. 

Iraq pursued all possible avenues with genuine goodwill to establish relations 
with the new regime in Iran, with a view to achieving fruitful cooperation in all 
fields. Iraq expressed this sincere intention through Iraqi official statements and 
through diplomatic channels. 

But the actual state of affairs indicated that the sincere effort that Iraq was mak- 
ing was met by contrary intentions which did not preserve the basis that permitted 
the two countries to establish good and fruitful relations. 

Moreover, the relations between the two countries were marred by an intentional 
act on the part of the new authorities in Iraq which aimed at the disruption of the ex- 
isting relations between the two countries and which dangerously aggravated the 
situation. It was later established that the new regime in Iran had been harbouring 
those contrary intentions since the first days of its assumption to power. 

The Iranian regime recalled to Iran from the United States the leaders of the 
rebel faction of Barazani, his sons and followers. After the death of Barazani, his 
sons and followers returned to Iran, where they were granted refuge, assistance and 
permission to use Iranian territory as a base of operations for threatening Iraq and 
interfering with its internal security and national integrity. Moreover, the Iranian 
Government has never ceased harming the good-neighbourly relations between the 
two countries. It facilitated acts of infiltration of a subversive nature. In many Iraqi 
towns acts of murder, sabotage and poisoning of water and fishery resources were 
committed with the support of the Iranian Government. The situation was not 
limited to such activity. The Iranian acts went further to instigate trouble, sectarian 
and religious dessension and the commission of acts of plunder in the border areas 
by groups of so-called “revolutionary guards”. It is worth emphasizing that the 
Government of Iraq addressed numerous diplomatic notes to the Iranian Govern- 
ment through its Embassy in Baghdad. In those notes all the Iranian violations 
regarding the matters I have mentioned were clearly stated. In order to give an idea 
of the number of those violations, we have distributed to the delegations of Member 
States a brief account of a sample of the violations and a map indicating Iranian en- 
croachments on our land frontiers. Frontiers that were demarcated clearly and 
drawn jointly on the new maps by the two parties, and re-demarcated on the land by 
building anew the old frontier pillars of 1913, which number 126 and the new addi- 
tional pillars, which number 593, established in 1975. 

We shall also distribute a detailed study with maps on the development of the 
Iraqi-Iranian frontiers since 1520. What I should like to mention now as an example 
is that for the period of June to September 1980 the number of Iranian violations 
and military actions across the Iraqi frontiers against populated cities and villages, 
roads and border posts has reached 187. 

On September 4, 1980 a dangerous turning point in the chain of those violations 
occurred. The Iranian military forces used American-made heavy artillery of 175 
mm. calibre to bombard the towns of Khanaqgeen and Mendeli, causing thereby 


229 


severe loss of life and damage to property. It is worth mentioning that that concen- 
trated savage bombardment was carried out from the area of Zain Al-Qals which is 
situated between frontier pillars 46 and 51 deep inside Iraq’s territory. 

At noon on 7 September 1980, savage bombardment was again laid down in the 
same manner. In our turn we called the Charge d’Affaires of the Iranian Embassy in 
Baghdad to the Foreign Ministry on that date and delivered a note to him. In it we 
stated that the Iranian military units had encroached upon numerous areas of Iraqi 
territory as was the case in inter-Alia Zain-al-Qals, and that the said encroachments 
had continued, contrary to the Frontiers Treaty of 1975 between the two countries. 
We requested him to convey to his Government that it should immediately end those 
encroachments. But the Iranian forces continued their bombardments until nightfall 
of that day. 

On the following day, 8 September 1980, the Iranian Charge d’Affaires was 
again called in to the Foreign Ministry and we handed him another note. In that note 
we stated the Iraqi military forces, in the exercise of our legitimate right to self- 
defence, were forced to end the Iranian occupation of Zain-al-Qals and regain the 
occupied Iraqi territories. 

In the note the Government of the Republic of Iraq also expressed its hope that 
the Iranians would learn from that event and give back the Iraqi lands which Iran 
had encroached upon in previous times, as was agreed upon in the 1975 treaty hence 
avoiding the possibility of wider confrontation between the two countries. But the 
following days witnessed concentrated military activities by the Iranian military 
forces inside the Iraqi territories that had been encroached upon. My Government 
found it necessary once again to call in the Iranian Charge d’Affaires to the Foreign 
Ministry in September 1980. He was handed a detailed note this time stating the 
following points. 

First, from our observation of Iranian conduct and reactions, we have reached 
various conclusions the first of which is that, because of the confusion in Iran and 
the disordered structure and information sources of the Iranian State, the Iranian 
leadership might not be aware of the fact that Iran had encroached upon Iraqi ter- 
ritories in contravention of international law and past agreements between the two 
countries, including the Algiers Agreement of 1975. If this is so, we advise the Ira- 
nian leadership to ask the Iranian authorities responsible for matters of frontiers and 
agreements in order to ascertain our point of view and henceforth to base its action 
on knowledge rather than myth. 

Secondly, the Iranian leadership should realize that striking at cities populated 
by civilians, as it did in bombarding Khanaqeen and Mendeli, is neither a simple 
matter nor a game of violence of the sort with which the Iranian officials entertain 
themselves at times inside Iran. Striking at Iraqi cities is considered a grave matter 
which should be avoided by Iran, if it does not wish relations between the two coun- 
tries to deteriorate dangerously. The rulers of Iran alone will bear the responsibility 
for those aggressive actions before God, the Iranian peoples and world public opinion. 

Thirdly, Iraq has no ambition with regard to Iranian territories. 

But all these diplomatic notes fell on deaf ears, as we received no response to them. 
In view of the continual Iranian violations of the Algiers Agreement of 1975 and the 
insistence upon the justification for those violations, which was made clear by the 
announcements of official Iranian circles to the effect that the said Agreement was 
suspect, that it did not meet Iran’s interests and that Iran did not consider itself 
bound by it, it was established by the Government that the Iranian Government had 
violated the elements of the comprehensive settlement contained in the Algiers 
Agreement and that it had terminated it. Consequently, the Government of the 
Republic of Iraq decided to consider the said Agreement and those following and 
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based upon it as terminated on the part of Iraq after Iran had terminated them by 
word and deed. This was done in accordance with paragraph (4) of the Algiers 
Agreement and article (4) of the Treaty of International Frontiers and Good 
Neighbourliness of 1975, which was based on the said Agreement. On that occasion 
Iraq called upon the Iranian authorities to accept the new situation and act rationally 
and wisely in view of the exercise by Iraq of its legitimate rights and full sovereignty 
in all its land territories and fluvial territory in Shatt-al-Arab, as was the case before 
the Algiers Agreement. 

The Government of the Republic of Iraq was forced to take the measures I have 
just indicated since the ruling authorities in Iran persisted in gravely violating their 
international obligations. Having exhausted all the peaceful means of persuading 
Iran to heed its obligations, my Government was left with only one choice, namely, 
the exercise of self-defence for the purpose of restoring Iraq’s sovereignty over the 
totality of its territory. And despite the fact that my Government has declared 
through its highest officials that it did not wish to have any war with Iran, that it did 
not aim to extend the conflict beyond the limits of the restoration of Iraq’s legitimate 
rights of territorial sovereignty, and that Iraq did not have any territorial ambitions 
in Iran, yet the Iranian Government escalated the conflict. It began as from 19 
September to bombard with heavy artillery and bomber planes densely populated 
areas in Iraq, vital economic establishments, Iraqi and foreign incoming and outgo- 
ing vessels in Shatt-al-Arab and the navigational channels in the said river, as well as 
its approaches in the Arab Gulf. 

In the face of these savage acts my Government issued a statement warning the 
ruling authorities in Iran of the consequences of the escalation and the in- 
discriminate strikes which they had committed, putting the full responsibility upon 
the said authorities. My Government also explained in that statement that the acts 
committed by Iran made it necessary to direct preventive strikes against Iranian 
military targets inside Iran with a view to protecting the safety, security and vital in- 
terests of Iraq. Thus, once again, Iraq was forced to exercise its right to preventive 
self-defence in accordance with international law, in order to repel aggression. 

The existing Iraqi-Iranian armed conflict on which the eyes of the whole world 
are focused represents, as I have shown, an indissociable component of an establish- 
ed Iranian policy. That policy has been practiced by different Iranian Governments 
throughout history, irrespective of their declared intentions, against Iraq and the 
Arab Nation. What I have shown the General Assembly of the developments that led 
to this conflict is fully corroborated by the statements of the various Iranian of- 
ficials. We have already had occasion to reply to those statements in our letters, 
which have been distributed as documents of the General Assembly and the Security 
Council under the symbols A/35/201 and 14/35/404. If the ruling authorities in Iran 
do not really intend to expand at the expense of Arab national interests and if they 
honestly stand for the defense of those interests against the Zionist enemy, then we 
are entitled to wonder about the reasons for their retention of three Arab Islands, 
Abou Moussa, the Greater Tumb and the Lesser Tumb, which Iran occupied in the 
time of the Shah. 


In addition, if the Iranian Government really intends to cooperate fruitfully with 
its neighbours through the establishment of friendly and good neighbourly relations, 
then why has it not fulfilled its obligations towards Iraq and the Arab Nation, when 
all in the Arab world gave their blessing to the Iranian revolution when it occurred? 

Iraq would like to emphasize from this rostrum a number of points previously 
declared by us on numerous occasions. First, Iraq is not responsible for the armed 
conflict with Iran to which past events have led; rather, it is the ruling authorities in 
Iran that bear the full responsibility. Secondly, Iraq is defending its legitimate right 
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to sovereignty, honour and dignity, and is ready to make all the necessary sacrifices 
to defend those rights. Thirdly, Iran must realize that we shall not sacrifice the rights 
and interests of Iraq and the Arab Nation as a whole. We shall oppose any attempt 
to interfere in our internal affairs, sovereignty and pan-Arab interests. Fourthly, 
Iraq realizes fully the importance of preserving international peace and security and 
world economic interests, in particular those relating to the flow of oil. We shall do 
all we can to prevent the ruling authorities in Iran from adversely affecting those in- 
terests. Fifthly, Iraq has expressed recently in the Security Council and through 
President Saddam Hussein in his letter addressed to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations on 29 September 1980 (S/14203) its readiness to halt the hostilities 
immediately if the other side gives a similar undertaking and to resort to negotia- 
tions, directly or through a third party or an international body or organization, in 
order to find an equitable and honourable solution. Moreover, Iraq expressed, as 
stated again by President Saddam Hussein through President Mohammed Zia-ul- 
Haq of Pakistan during the meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Islamic States held in 
New York on 1 October 1980, it readiness to declare a cease-fire unilaterally from 5 
to 8 October 1980 in order to create the best conditions for the noble efforts aimed at 
stopping bloodshed, achieving peace and stressing the humanitarian and legitimate 
content of Iraqi and Arab rights. 

Finally, I should like to end my statement by quoting what the President of our 
Republic said in his comprehensive speech on 27 September 1980. 


We are not of those who are tempted by power and who lose their senses in 
victory and impose illegitimate conditions on others, even if they are aggressors 
with evil intentions, nor do we have any ambitions. We establish clear and noble 
principles; the principles of right, goodness and peace before the Iranian 
peoples, the countries of the region, the Arab nation and the world as a whole. 
What we demand is the clear, legal and actual recognition by the Iranian Govern- 
ment of Iraq’s historic and legitimate rights over its lands and waters, the 
adherence by it to the policy of good-neighbourliness, the renunciation of its 
racist, aggressive and expansionist attitudes and its evil attempts to interfere in 
the internal affairs of the countries of the region and to return of every inch of 
the homeland which it has usurped. The Iranian Government should look upon 
its rights as well as those of the Arabs and Iraqis, on these bases and it should 
respect international law and custom, as well as international covenants. 
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Mr. President, allow me first to extend to you and the other members of the Council 
my sincere thanks for having given me the opportunity to participate in this meeting. 

As one of the founding members of the United Nations, Iraq has strongly 
adhered in its international relations to the purposes, principles and rules of the 
Charter of the United Nations. As we are a member of the non-aligned movement, 
the principles of non-alignment constitute the cornerstone of our foreign policy. We 
have not only dedicated ourselves to those principles but also translated them into 
action in our international relations. Whether in our region or in the world area, our 
policy has always been the preservation of international peace and security, as well as 
the avoidance of world economic catastrophe. But this policy absolutely rejects any 
form of interference from any quarter, irrespective of its pretext. Hence, we cannot 
agree to any attempt or action to interfere in the internal affairs of our country con- 
trary to the legally established norms of State conduct. 

Having said that, permit me to state that the problem with which the Council is 
seized should be looked upon in its proper perspective. Otherwise: we are liable to 
overlook some of its important dimensions and consequently no viable solution 
would be likely to emerge. The problem is neither new nor simple. It goes back over 
460 years of history. It is not a mere border problem or a minor conflict over naviga- 
tional rights. It is much wider than that. Historically it is established that, since 1520, 
18 treaties have been concluded by the “Persian State” with its western neighbours on 
its relations therewith, including the question of borders, only to be terminated by 
the said State, whether by word or by deed. We are neighbours of Iran and have 
shared with the Iranian peoples cultural, religious and humanitarian ties. We have 
for some time been convinced that the policies and actions of the successive regimes 
in Iran are clearly those of territorial expansionism. I shall not bother the Council 
with a detailed historical account. I need only recall one fact of very recent history. 
All of us witnessed the visions of power and domination of the Shah, which were not 
confined to the Arab Gulf area but extended also to the Indian Ocean and beyond. 
And today we all know that President Bani-Sadr of Iran has declared that between 
Moslem countries there are no borders. That is not meant to indicate a policy of free 
and open relations among Islamic States, because the Iranian Government claims 
that many Islamic countries belong to Iran—countries such as Bahrain, Yemen and 
Oman—and even the capital of my country. 

The Iranian Government and its representatives claim that since the Islamic 
Republic was established in Iran my Government has adopted a hostile attitude 
towards the new regime. That allegation is utterly baseless. Khomeini was given 
refuge in Iraq for about 15 years, and he was given full-scale moral and material sup- 
port for over seven years. Iraq welcomed the new regime from the very early days, in 
every sense. 

On 5 April 1979 the President of the Republic of Iraq addressed to Khomeini a 
telegram of congratulations on the occasion of the declaration of the Islamic 
Republic. In that telegram our President expressed, on behalf of the people and 
Government of Iraq and on his own behalf, “sincerest congratulations” to Khomeini 
and the 

neighbourly and friendly peoples of Iran, hoping that the new republican regime 

will open wider opportunities to serve the friendly Iranian peoples in a manner 

that promotes Iran’s role in the service of peace and justice in the world and 
forges the strongest relations of friendship with the Arab countries in general 
and Iraq in particular. 

To that telegram we received two answers from Khomeini—a nice one, through 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and another one published by the Pars News Agency 
and some newspapers between 19 and 21 April 1979, expressing an entirely different 
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attitude in a hostile tone and with improper language. So we pursued the matter 
through diplomatic channels to seek clarification. We were told by the Prime 
Minister Bazargan and Foreign Minister Yazdi that the former telegram was the of- 
ficial one and that an investigation would be carried out to find out how the second 
version appeared. We considered the matter settled, although the outcome of that in- 
vestigation was not communicated to us and we did not see any official correction in 
the Iranian press later on. 

Despite that unhappy incident we continued our official contacts. My Govern- 
ment addressed to the Bazargan Government a note in which it expressed its earnest 
intention to establish the closest fraternal ties and cooperative relations with 
neighbouring peoples and countries, especially with Iran, on the basis of respect for 
severeignty, non-interference in internal affairs and respect for the legitimate aspira- 
tions of peoples in accordance with principles they have chosen of their own free 
will. 

The note also expressed the view that Iraq had a special view on relations bet- 
ween the people of Iraq and the neighbouring peoples of Iran and Turkey, for those 
peoples were not merely neighbours but brothers with which the Arab Nation in 
general and the Iraqi people in particular were related by old Islamic ties and a com- 
mon history stretching over hundreds of years. In addition, the people of Iraq, 
which had struggled for years against colonial domination, corrupt monarchy and 
exploitation, had achieved their victory through the revolution of 17 July 1968 led by 
the Arab Ba’ath Socialist Party. Hence the people of Iraq looked with sympathy 
upon and supported the struggle waged by the friendly and neighbourly Iranian 
peoples for freedom, justice and progress. It felt joy and pride when the Iranian peo- 
ple achieved victory in those respects. In the same tone, in the note similar satisfac- 
tion was expressed regarding the statements and positions of Prime Minister 
Bazargan which emphasized the Islamic character of some of the popular trends in 
Iran, because such had been the principled and practical position of the Arab Ba’ath 
Socialist Party. Such a trend was.considered by Iraq an important positive transfor- 
mation in the region which would contribute to promoting its independence and 
development. Finally, the note went on to express Iraq’s sincere hope for prosperity 
for the friendly and neighbourly Iranian people and for strong relations of fruitful 
cooperation between Iraq and Iran of a kind that would promote common bonds, 
serving the mutual interests of both countries and strengthening freedom, peace and 
stability in the region. 

Later on my Government extended an invitation to Prime Minister Bazargan to 
visit Iraq and discuss bilateral relations and bases for mutual cooperation. The same 
invitation was renewed by the Iraqi Vice-President of the Revolutionary Command 
Council during the month of Ramadan —in July and August 1979—in a telegram on 
the religious occasion. I should say for the record that Mr. Bazargan was also 
cooperative and tried to strengthen relations between the two countries. 

Even after our relations became tense, the President of the Republic of Iraq, in 
two meetings with Mr. Yazdi in Havana last year, clearly expressed his willingness to 
meet with the Iranian leaders at the highest level to resolve our differences peaceful- 
ly. I reaffirmed the same thing to Mr. Yazdi when I met with him last year here at the 
United Nations. Minister Yazdi said that they would consider the matter in 
Teheran — but nothing happened. 

Now let us ask: what was the outcome of all those efforts— which surely cannot 
by any criterion be considered to be hostile? 

Prime Minister Bazargan resigned, and with him went Foreign Minister Yazdi. 
So the arena was left free for Khomeini and his followers. At that time, Khomeini 
reached the point of unmasking the true intentions of his Islamic revolution, by 
deciding to export it to Iraq and the Arab Gulf region. Under his auspices, and with 
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his blessings, a meeting was held at Qum of the leaders of the reactionary and sec- 
tarian al-Da’wa Party —which means the “Call Party”. The decision was reached to 
overthrow our Government through subversion, sabotage and terrorism by the so- 
called Joundi el Imam —that is the Imam’s Soldiers, meaning the militants of the al- 
Da’wa Party. The idea was that after enough terror had reigned in Iraq to destabilize 
its Government, then a popular uprising would bring it down. Here Khomeini was 
obviously thinking that what he had achieved in Iran could be secured in Iraq as 
well. 

The task of the so-called Joundi el Imam —the Imam’s Soldiers — was carried out 
by Iranian infiltraters and residents in Iraq as well as by first-generation Iraqi of Ira- 
nian origin. We witnessed all over our country, and particularly in the central and 
southern parts, acts of sabotage and terrorism of mounting magnitude. Such acts 
were committed at al-Thawra and Khadhumain in Baghdad, and in cities like Ker- 
bala, Najaf, Amarah, Basrah and Naserriyah. They consisted of hurling explosive 
materials on the masses during religous and national occasions, throwing nitric acid 
in the faces of people attending prayers at mosques, poisoning food and water 
prepared for the pilgrims to the holy shrines in Kerbala, Najaf and Khadhumain, 
and the like. At al-Thawra in Baghdad—a heavily populated working-class 
quarter —the terrorist attack claimed many lives, and a number of Iranian terrorists 
were caught. The Iranian Ambassador, Mr. Doa’i, met with me personally later to 
plead for the release of the terrorists, and we responded positively. 

All those acts were directed from Qum, as daily instructions were issued to 
al-Da’wa agents through Khomeini’s broadcasting stations from Teheran, Qasr 
Shirin, Ahwaz, Abadan and Kurdistan. Those stations also issued instructions to 
manufacture local bombs for use in killing innocent citizens. The Iraqi security 
forces seized considerable amounts of money, arms, bombs, poisons and explosive 
materials in the hideouts of the said criminal group. 


The most cruel terrorist act was the throwing of bombs at a huge student gather- 
ing at the Mustansiriyah University in Baghdad on 1 April 1980, where an attempt 
was made to assassinate Mr. Tariq Aziz, a member of the Revolutionary Command 
Council and Deputy Prime Minister. During that terrorist act lives were lost, and 
many persons were injured. Similarly, bombs were thrown from the Iranian school 
at Waziriya Street on the funeral procession of those innocent persons who had been 
murdered in the previous incident, on 5 April 1980, in which some Iranian diplomats 
took part. In addition, an attempt was made on 12 April 1980 on the life of the 
Minister of Culture and Information, in front of his Ministry. 

In all those incidents, Iranians were caught who fit the description of Joundi el 
Imam, which I mentioned earlier. 

We reacted to those acts of terrorism by expelling Iranian residents from our 
country. Our action was prompted by reasons of internal security, as no State in the 
world could be expected to condone acts against its internal security by foreigners 
residing within it. 

It is worth noting that, parallel with the acts I have just described, the Barazani 
followers — now harboured in and supported by Iran— began to commit similar acts 
of terrorism in the northern part of our country. In addition, the Khomeini 
authorities began to prevent the return of Iraqi Kurds from Iran to Iraq, and to 
persecute any remnants of families— when some members of families had succeeded 
in returning to their homeland. All those acts were accompanied by a formidable 
public media propaganda campaign unprecedented in its fanatical and sectarian 
religious overtones. Iraq, in fact, was not alone in witnessing such acts. Similar ac- 
tions were attempted in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the United Arab 
Emirates. 
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Khomeini’s scheme through the so-called Islamic revolution was to destabilize 
the region through inciting religious sectarian strife. We in Iraq refuse such a 
Medieval ideology. Our concept is secular, and we do not mix together affairs of 
State and religion. Revolutions cannot be imposed from the outside against the free 
will of the people. We are bound to stand against Khomeini’s theories and practices, 
in defence of our security, well-being and independence. 

The Khomeini authorities accuse us of fomenting civil strife in Iran amongst the 
national minorities. Those authorities have lost sight of the fact that the Arabs, 
Kurds, Turkomans and Baluchi, and the other national minorities in Iran, con- 
tributed to the national struggle which brought the downfall of the Shah. It was 
natural, therefore, that those minorities expected the so-called Islamic revolution to 
grant them their national rights. Iraq has nothing to do with their renewed struggle 
to achieve their national aspirations. Why should we? What inherent hostility could 
we possibly have had towards Iran or the Iranian peoples, or Khomeini’s for that 
matter, had it not been for the most dangerous of all forms of interference in our in- 
ternal affairs? 

Iraq has placed before the Council, in document S/9323, dated 11 July 1969, 
some historical facts and details regarding the legal status of the Iraqi-Iranian border 
up to 1969. That document will be brought up to date and presented to the Council 
in order to show that the policy of territorial expansion is a cardinal policy of suc- 
cessive Iranian Governments. That policy has always followed the same pattern: 
first, an Iranian allegation; then, a denial of legal obligations, to be followed by a 
new legal instrument designed to secure a territorial gain for Iran; then the same se- 
quence repeating itself. 

The Algiers Agreement of 6 March 1975 was no exception to that pattern. The 
political situation in our region-during the period prior to that date witnessed the 
emergence of the Shah in Iran as the policeman of the region. The expansionist plans 
and pretentions of the Shah were met by us with a firm adherence to sovereignty, full 
independence and non-interference in the internal affairs of State. Neither 
ideologically nor pragmatically did we fit into the picture; hence the reactionary 
rebellion of Barazani was adopted as the means for a solution. 

The idea was to disrupt our national unity in order to overcome our resistance. 
The Shah provided huge quantities of sophisticated armaments to Barazani. The Ira- 
nian army gave important logistical support to the rebellion. Israel for its part armed 
and trained Kurdish rebels under Barazani from 1965 to 1975, and also provided 
them with instructors. This was reported by The New York Times of 29 September 
1980, which published a report on the disclosure of what it termed as the “tightly 
suppressed secret” by Menachem Begin on the date just mentioned. The report in- 
dicates that the Israeli assistance started under Eshkol and grew under Golda Meir 
and Rabin and that the last Israeli instructor left when Barazani was evacuated in 
1975. While our people were valiantly fighting against the rebellion a new factor 
emerged in relation to the balance of the military situation, namely the October 1973 
war. With a view to creating the appropriate conditions that would enable us to par- 
ticipate in the battle together with our Arab brethren, my Government decided to 
seek a political settlement with Iran through peaceful means. Consequently, when 
the- late President of Algeria, Houari Boumedienne, offered to mediate, we ac- 
cepted. 

Against that political background the Algiers Agreement was negotiated and 
concluded in the form of a package deal. It had both political and juridical aspects. 
The spirit of the Agreement was that the parties decided “in all sincerity” to conclude 
it with a view to reaching “a final and permanent solution to <ll the problems existing 
between their two countries”, and that the arrangements agreed upon were “in ap- 
plication of the principles of territorial integrity and inviolability of borders and 
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non-interference in internal affairs.” The elements of the package deal were the 
definitive demarcation of land frontiers on the basis of legal agreements between the 
two countries; the delimitation of water frontiers in the Shatt-al-Arab according to 
the Thalweg line; the restoration of security and mutual trust along the common 
boundaries and the committment to exercise a strict and effective control over them 
with a view to putting an end to all acts of infiltration of a subversive character, no 
matter where they originated. The most fundamental obligation which the two par- 
ties assumed and which indicated the package deal nature of the Agreement was 
paragraph (4) thereof, in which the parties considered the three elements just men- 
tioned as “integral elements of a comprehensive solution and, hence, any impairment 
of any of their components shall naturally be contrary to the spirit of the 
Agreement.” 

In order to translate those arrangements into more concrete instruments a joint 
Iraqi-Iranian Ministerial Commission was established in which Algeria participated 
and a Treaty of International Frontiers and Good-Neighbourliness, along with three 
Protocols and Annexes, were signed in Baghdad on 13 June 1975. In that connection 
it is worth noting that article (4) of the Treaty on International Frontiers and Good- 
Neighbourliness explicitly consecrated the package deal nature of the Algiers Agree- 
ment. 

Upon the coming into force of the Frontiers Treaty Iran acquired sovereignty 
over half of the Shatt-al-Arab, hence securing an early advantage. In return Iraq did 
not receive the land areas that Iran had trespassed on contrary to its international 
obligations. This was the situation when the Shah was toppled from power. Upon 
the installation of the new regime in Teheran, the Government of Iraq saw fit to 
allow the new Government a period of grace before pressing for the completion of 
the process of the return of areas belonging to Iraq. 

Notwithstanding Iraq’s positive attitude towards the changes in Iran, Teheran’s 
new rulers soon revealed their enmity towards Iraq through their official pro- 
nouncements and information media. They began to display Iran’s renewed inten- 
tions of territorial ambitions and aggressive expansionism. 

I should like to quote here a few examples of the scores of statements made by 
high-ranking Iranian officials and directed against Iraq and the Arab countries. 

On 21 March 1980, in a statement delivered by Khomeini’s son, on behalf of his 
father, he declared that: 


We must do our utmost to export our revolution to other parts of the world 
and renounce the concept of keeping the revolution within our own boundaries. 


On 3 April 1980, Ghotbzadeh, then the Foreign Minister of Iran, declared that 
Aden and Baghdad belonged to Iran. On 9 April he further added that his Govern- 
ment had decided to overthrow the Iraqi Government. Bani Sadr, the President of 
Iran, in an interview with A/l-Nahar Al-Arabi wal Dawili, in its issue 151 of 24 March 
1980, stated that Iran would not evacuate nor return the three Arab islands it had oc- 
cupied by force in 1971 and that the Arab States of the United Arab Emirates, 
Qatar, Oman, Kuwait and Saudi Arabia were not independent States. 


Khomeini was quoted in the Jumhuri Islami dated 19 April 1980 as saying that 
“the Iraqi people should liberate itself from the claws of the enemy; it is the duty of 
the Iraqi people and army to turn against this un-Islamic party in Iraq.” In an inter- 
view with Radio Monte Carlo on 30 April Ghotbzadeh denied the Arabs the right to 
reclaim the three islands of Abou Mussa and Lesser Tumbs in the Arabian Gulf, 
because he said, all the countries around the Gulf are historically part of Iranian ter- 
ritory. In an interview in the A/ Khaleej newspaper of 1 May Ghotbzadeh was asked 
whether he did not consider Khomeini’s statement to the effect that if Iraq continued 
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in its policies he, Khomeini, would go to Baghdad to liberate the Iraqi people as in- 
terference in the internal affairs of Iraq. Ghotbzadeh replied: 


This could not be considered as interference in Iraq’s affairs since we con- 
sider the Islamic nation as one, and the Imam (Khomeini) is a religious leader; he 
is thus a leader for the Iraqi people and all Islamic peoples; as he feels responsi- 
ble for Iran, so he feels responsibility towards Iraq. 


In addition, the present Iranian Government committed another grave violation 
of the Algiers Agreement. While the said Agreement enjoined Iran to restore security 
and trust along its common boundaries with Iraq, and to exercise strict and effective 
control for the purpose of putting an end to all infiltrations of a subversive 
character, the Iranian Government openly violated this fundamental obligation. It 
brought over and offered refuge in Iran to the remnants of the former rebels against 
Iraq, namely, the sons of Barazani and his followers. 

With the explicit support of the ruling authorities in Iran, those groups used Ira- 
nian territory as a base for threatening and interfering in the internal security and na- 
tional integrity of Iraq. Repeated Iraqi demands for the return of Iraqi lands were 
not only frustrated but also met by new territorial claims, as I have indicated. 

Unlike the Ayatollah Khomeini, Iraq still has faith in this International 
Organization. Iraq has, in fact, twice brought complaints against Iran before this 
Council. The first was in 1971 when Iran occupied by force the three strategic Arab 
islands in the Arabian Gulf, and that complaint was brought on behalf of the 
Sheikhdom of Ras al-Khaima. It is sad to have to state that the failure of the Security 
Council to effect Iranian withdrawal from the occupied islands served to encourage 
the Shah and his successors to pursue their dream of establishing Persian hegemony 
over the whole of the Arabian Gulf. 

Iraq’s second complaint before this Council was made in 1974 after Iranian acts 
of aggression committed across the same borders as are the cause of the present 
conflict. Again United Nations mediation failed to stop Iranian expansionist ambi- 
tions and Iran engaged, as I have already stated, in blatant military interference in 
northern Iraq. 

The prelude to the present conflict was not limited to what I have mentioned so 
far. There were not less than 57 violations of Iraqi air space by Iranian military air- 
craft between the period 23 February 1979 to 28 May 1980. In addition to the 
repeated Iranian artillery fire at Iraqi territories and border police posts, there were 
more than 15 intensive Iranian bombardments between 26 August 1979 and 3 June 
1980. Most of the bombardments originated from the Iraqi lands withheld by Iran, 
namely, Zain-al-Qals, Saif Saad and Maimak. Iraqi and foreign vessels navigating 
the Shatt-al-Arab were often subjected to attacks by Iran. All those incidents and 
violations were the subject of numerous official notes delivered to the Iranian 
Foreign Ministry and the Iranian Embassy in Baghdad, to which no Iranian replies 
were received. 

Declarations were made in Official circles in Iran that Iran no longer considered 
itself bound by the Algiers Agreement. On 19 June 1979 Mr. Sadiq Tabtabai, the 
political assistant to the Iranian Ministry of the Interior, said that Iran did not imple- 
ment the Algiers Agreement. In a statement broadcast by Iran’s television network 
on 15 Septeinber 1980 General Falahi, Deputy Joint Chief of Staff of the Iranian Ar- 
my, said that Iran did not recognize the Algiers Agreement and that the areas of 
Zain-al-Qals and Saif Saad were Iranian, as was Shatt-al-Arab. The latest statement 
was that of President Bani-Sadr himself. He was reported by Teheran Radio on 17 
September 1980 to have said the following to the French news agency: 


On the political plane, Iran has not fulfilled the Algiers Agreement signed 
with Iraq in 1975 . . . . The Shah’s regime itself did not fulfill it. 
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All our persistent efforts through diplomatic and political channels to persuade 
Iran to fulfill its obligations were in vain. Consequently we were left with no choice 
but to reassert our rights under international law by taking possession of our lands. 
In response to the intention of the Iranian Government, which it had made clear by 
word and deed, to terminate the Algiers Agreement of 6 March 1975, my Govern- 
ment decided to consider the said Agreement as terminated on the grounds of the 
provisions of paragraph (4) thereof, to which I referred earlier. 

In announcing that decision we strongly emphasized that we had no territorial 
ambitions in Iran. Furthermore, we openly declared that we had no intention what- 
soever of waging war on Iran or extending the scope of the conflict beyond the limits 
of defending our sovereignty and legitimate rights. 

The response of the Government of Iran to this legitimate position was to 
escalate the situation to total war through indiscriminately hostile acts involving the 
use of force against Iraqi and foreign vessels in Shatt-al-Arab. Iran started bombing 
civilian centres and economic establishments inside our country. Consequently, my 
Government was left with no choice but to direct preventive strikes against military 
targets in Iran. There was, to borrow from a well-known case, “a necessity of self- 
defence, instant, overwhelming, leaving no choice of means and no moment of 
deliberations” (The Caroline, 1837). In taking those actions my Government clearly 
and openly declared that Iranian civilian targets would not be the object of military 
strikes unless Iran continued to strike at such targets in Iraq. Thus, our actions in- 
volve “nothing unreasonable or excessive, since the act justified by the necessity of 
self-defence must be limited by that necessity and kept clearly within it” (ibid). 

Iraq does not stand for war, nor does it believe in the use of force in interna- 
tional relations. Iraq, as its record proves, and particularly in its frontier relations 
with Iran, has always adhered strictly and honourably to the letter and the spirit of 
its international commitments. But at the same time Iraq does not accept any form 
of threat or aggression against its sovereignty and dignity and we are ready to make 
all the sacrifices necessary for the preservation of our legitimate rights and vital in- 
terests. 

Concern has been expressed regarding the repercussions of the recent events on 
the world economic interests which might be adversely affected. Let me point out at 
once that Iraq is keen to protect within the limits of its ability the economic interests 
of other nations. Any attempt to widen the character and scope of our problem with 
Iran would endanger the situation. Such an attitude would invite futher foreign in- 
tervention in our part of the world, which we earnestly want to keep outside the 
sphere of influence and rivalry of the big Powers, in the interest of international 
peace and security and world economic prosperity. 

It is well known to the Council and the International community as a whole that 
Iraq has responded favourably and positively to the various appeals addressed to it 
and the efforts made to stop the fighting and move towards a peaceful settlement of 
the present conflict. We have co-operated with the Security Council from the outset 
and have participated in its deliberations. Our response to this Council’s resolution 
479 (1980) of 28 September 1980 was prompt and positive; our President informed 
the Secretary-General on 29 September 1980 that 


We naturally accept the above-mentioned resolution . . . and declare our 
readiness to abide by it if the Iranian side does likewise. (S/14203, annex) 


and that 


We hope that the Security Council will take the necessary measures to urge the 
Iranian side to abide by that resolution. (ibid) 
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Iran officially rejected the call of the Council. Moreover, in response to the 
goodwill mission undertaken by the President of Pakistan and Secretary-General of 
the Islamic Conference, we offered a unilateral cease-fire from 5 to 8 October, which 
actually went into effect at dawn on 5 October. Iran’s response was a large-scale at- 
tack on land and sea and in the air. 

I should like finally to reaffirm before the Council that Iraq does not stand for 
the use of force in international relations. We firmly believe in the peaceful settle- 
ment of disputes. We fully realize that as a developing country we need to utilize all 
our energies and resources for social and economic development. But at the same 
time we cannot remain idle in the face of any encroachment upon our legitimate 
sovereign rights in the totality of our territories, or upon our security, peace and 
well-being. 
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ANNEX VI 


TEXT OF THE NOTE DISTRIBUTED IN 
THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE OF 
FOREIGN MINISTERS HELD IN 
ISLAMABAD IN MAY 1980 
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TEXT OF THE DOCUMENT CIRCULATED 
TO THE MINISTERS OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
AT THE MEETING OF THE ISLAMIC CONFERENCE 
HELD IN ISLAMABAD IN MAY, 1980 


As soon as the new Iranian regime came into power, Iraq hastened to express its 
rejoicing in that success and to address to the new Iranian government a note in 
which it expressed the presistent policy of the Government of Iraq consisting in the 
establishment of the closest fraternal ties and cooperative relations with the peoples 
and countries adjoining Iraq on the basis of respect for sovereignty, non-interference 
in internal affairs and respect for the legitimate aspirations of the peoples in accor- 
dance with the principles chosen by them through their own free will. Iraq also takes 
a special view of the relations with the Iranian people. They are a fraternal people 
linked with the Arab people in general and the Iraqi people in particular by old ties 
of Islam and the relations of common history. These links should serve as a source of 
strength for positive relations in modern times between Iran and Iraq and the rest of 
the Arab countries. Furthermore, Iraq views with sympathy and support the struggle 
waged by the friendly and neighbourly Iranian people for the sake of freedom, 
justice and progress and feels happy and proud when the Iranian people achieve vic- 
tory in their struggle. Iraq had the best intentions for the Iranian people, and looked 
forward to the establishment between Iraq and new Iran of close relations of fruitful 
cooperation in the mutual interests of the two countries and in promotion of 
freedom, just peace and stability in the region. This was in pursuit of Iraq’s princi- 
pled policy of supporting the peoples struggling for their freedom and independence 
and of backing all liberation movements in the world. Iraq was a refuge for most of 
the religious and political leaders opposing the Shah’s regime during his reign. 

It was noticed, however, that ever since the first days of the new Iranian regime, 
there was an intent on the part of the Iranian press and the official Iranian mass 
media to offend Iraq. Iraq’s reaction was patience and self-restraint since it realized 
the circumstances through which Iran was passing and appreciated that there were 
those who sought to fish in troubled wafers and bring harm to the relations between 
the two neighbouring countries. However, Iraq’s restraint alone failed to stop those 
offences. They increased and intensified with the passage of time. Iraq called the at- 
tention of the official Iranian authorities through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the Embassy of the Republic of Iraq in Teheran to these irresponsible acts and 
their dire effects on the relations between our two countries in the long term. Iraq 
received no satisfactory and convincing reply from the Iranian authorities. 

Iraq preferred and still prefers positive relations with Iran in accordance with the 
well-known principles of its revolution. Iran, however, showed continuously that it 
harboured ill-will and planned intentionally to offend Iraq. This confirms the view 
of some observers and analysts that some elements inside the new Iranian regime 
were designed basically and from the outset to make the Iranian regime more capable 
than the deposed Shah of Iran to do harm to the Arabs and particularly to Iraq. The 
choice of Iraq as the first target of attack by the Iranian regime is not purely acciden- 
tal. This choice was designed a long time ago and it is interrelated in its objectives 
and methods with foreign states hostile to Arabism and Islam. 

The first to show open enmity at various levels was the new Iranian regime and 
the Khomeini current. Ever since its coming to power in Iran, it has been committing 
ageressive and provocative acts against the Republic of Iraq. 
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The good intentions of the Republic of Iraq were clearly manifested in the pan- 
Arab Declaration announced by Mr. Saddam Hussein, the President of the Republic 
of Iraq, on 8th February, 1980 in which he called upon the Arab nation and its coun- 
tries to apply the principle of the inadmissibility of the use of armed forces in 
disputes arising between them and the nations and states bordering on the Arab 
homeland except in case of defense of sovereignty and self-defense against the 
threats encroaching upon the security of the Arab countries and their essential 
interests. 

The conduct and practices of the Iranian government and the statements and 
threats at the highest levels have proved that Iran is conducting itself in the same way 
as the Shah’s regime. It is pursuing the same expansionist and racist policy. It is 
clinging to the three Arab islands in the Arab Gulf occupied by the Shah’s regime in 
collusion with the imperialist and colonialist forces in violation of international law 
and international practice. It is interfering in the internal affairs of the other states 
through attempting the export to them what it alleges to be the [slamic revolution 
and threatening them with the use of force. These statements and acts constitute a 
direct threat to a group of member states of the United Nations and the Non- 
Alignment Movement, a flagrant flouting of their independence and a blatant in- 
terference in their internal affairs. 

The following are samples of the conduct and practices of the Iranian govern- 
ment and of the statements by the highest Iranian officials directed against Iraq and 
the neighbouring Arab countries, and of the acts of aggression committed by the Ira- 
nian authorities against the Embassy of the Republic of Iraq in Teheran, the two Ira- 
qi Consulates in Khorramshahr and Kermanshah, the Iraqi schools and other institu- 
tions and the Iraqi community in Iran, and of the terrorist acts in Iraq which led to 
the killing and wounding of many innocent people including children and women. 
One of the salient criminal acts in which some of the officials of the Iranian Embassy 
participated was the throwing of bombs at students gathering on the campus of 
Mustansiriyah University on 1/4/1980 which included an attempt on the life of H.E. 
the Deputy Prime Minister, then, on 5/4/1980, the throwing of bombs at the funeral 
of the martyrs of the Mustansiriyah incident and then the attempt on the life of the 
Minister of Culture and Information on 12/4/1980. 


Specimen of the recent statements made by the 
Iranian Officials against Iraq and the Arab countries 


1. Khomeini said in a speech delivered by his son on his behalf on 21/3/1980. “We 
should exert our best endeavours to export our revolution to other parts of the 
world and give up the idea of confining the revolution within our borders.” 


2. The statements made by Abul Hassan Bani Sadr, President of the Republic of 
Iran, to the A/-Nahar Al-Arabi wal Dawli Magazine in its issue No. 151 dated 
24/3/1980 in which he said that Iran will not evacuate or return the three Arab 
islands and that the Arab countries (Abou Dhabi, Qatar, Oman, Dubai, Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia) are not independent insofar as Iran is concerned. 


3. After meeting Khomeini and Bani Sadr on 7/4/1980, the Commander of the Ira- 
nian Land Forces said that Iraq is “Persian.” 


4. Iran’s Foreign Minister, Qotob Zada stated on 8/4/1980 in Iran that “Aden and 
Baghdad” belong to us. 


5. Khomeini indicated that Iran will demand the imposition of her sovereignty over 
Baghdad if Iraq persists in claiming the three Arab islands. Khomeini called on 
the Iraqi people and members of the Iraqi Armed Forces, urging them to revolt 
and topple the regime in Iraq. 
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10. 


On 9/4/1980, Qotob Zada stated that his government has decided to overthrow 
the Iraqi Government. 


Sadiq Rohani—the conservative wing of clergymen—stated on 18/4/1980 that 
“Iran may claim Bahrain again if Iraq continues to claim the three islands in the 
Gulf, namely the Greater and Lesser Tumbs, and Abou Moussa,” which were oc- 
cupied by the Iranian army in the year 1971. Rohani added that the Shah’s parlia- 
ment which relinquished claiming Bahrain in the year 1970 was an illegal parlia- 
ment. 


The Jumhury Islami newspaper issued in Teheran on 19/4/1980 published some 
of Khomeini’s statements in which he said, “The Iraqi people have to liberate 
themselves from the claws of the enemies and it is the duty of the Iraqi people 
and army to revolt against this non-Islamic Party in Iraq.” 


The Riyadh Broadcasting Station stated the following on 19/4/1980: 


President of the Iranian regime, Abul Hassan Bani Sadr, has affirmed Iran’s 
insistence on retaining the three Islands seized by the deposed Shah’s regime 
in the year 1971 in the Gulf area, namely, Greater Tumb, Lesser Tumb and 
Abou Moussa. He said “this question is neither an Iranian nor an Arab one. 
For us this question is part of the overall unification of the Islamic World.” 


On the morning of 18/4/1980, at his meeting with the representatives of the Na- 
tional Mobilization Committee, Khomeini said that “the Iraqi Government is not 
a Government and Iraq has no Parliament. There are however, a number of 
military officers who are doing what is to their own liking. They have no relation 
or connection with the people. They are just time-worn elements. Saddam Hus- 
sein is doing the planning now and he says many things. He said, ‘We are 
Arabs.’” Khomeini added “all the Islamic peoples should know the meaning of 
this statement. It means that we do not want Islam. I have the following to say to 
those who speak in Arab terms. The Arabs themselves have tried at a certain time 
to stand against Islam. These people want us to revive the Ummayad era. They 
want to return to that pre-Islamic era so that the forces in existence would be 
merely Arab and without any trace of Islam. These poeple do not believe in 
Islam. The Arab people know that the late Ayatollah Muhsin al-Hakim gave his 
religious opinion to the effect that the political party of these people is a 
blasphemous party and he said they are atheists. Thus they are an atheist group 
according to the religious opinion of Ayatollah al-Hakim. If the Arab people 
want to work for God and Islam, they should oppose them.” He asked: “Will the 
Iraqi army whose elements are Shi’ite and Sunni Moslems rise up and espouse the 
cause of Arabism against Islam?” He added: “Islam includes Arabs and non- 
Arabs. The Iraqi Ba’ath fights Islam, and the noble Iraqi people should get rid of 
the claws of these fingers. Just as the Iranan army realized that the deposed Shah 
was against Islam and therefore joined the people and contributed to the Islamic 
revolution, the Iraqi army should rise up. The war which the Ba’ath wants to kin- 
dle is a war against Islam. Would the Iraqi army consent to fight Islam or to 
direct its bayonets against the Quran? These bayonets are directed against 
Quran. 

“The Iraqi people and the Iraqi army are duty-bound to abandon this non- 
Islamic party as well as this non-Islamic clique. Just as the Iranian army joined 
their people, you, the Iraqi army are required to join the Iraqi people. You are 
responsible to God and you have no reason to fight the Iraqi people and Islamic 
Iran. This war is against Islam and against the Quran. This war which is imposed 
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on you is against the Prophet Muhammed. Will the Iraqi army agree to fight the 
Quran and Prophet Muhammed? Today, Iran is the country of Prophet 
Muhammed. Its revolution is Islamic. Its government is Islamic and its laws are 
Islamic. We want to establish an Islamic state. We want to bring together the 
Arabs, Persians, Turks and all other nationalities under the banner of Islam. 
Why do the tribes of Iraq keep silent when they see this Ba’athist clique 
assassinating the youths of Iraq group after group in jails. Why does the Iraqi ar- 
my keep silent and support those people against Islam and the Quran? Is the Ira- 
qi army unaware that it is fighting by the side of heresy and in war against Islam? 
Is this army ignorant of the consequences of this act or of the fact that should it 
attack Iran, the latter will crush it and the Iranian army will march on Baghdad 
to support the Iraqi people and to topple the government there? But the Iranian 
army works for Islam.” 


In a statement broadcast by the Iranian Radio on 23/4/1980, Qotob Zada stress- 
ed that the Iranian people should help the Iraqi people who are suffering from 
oppression by the criminal regime in Iraq. Qotob Zada promised that he will not 
feel at ease until the fall of Saddam Hussein’s regime. 


On 23/4/1980, Khomeini issued a statement in which he said: “The Iranian 
peoples, particularly, the noble Iraqi people, the tribes of Tigris and Euphrates, 
and the zealous youths of Universities and other dear youths in Iraq are passing 
through these great calamities befalling Islam without taking notice. They are 
permitting the cursed Ba’ath Party to assassinate their proud values one after the 
other. What is more surprising is that the Iraqi army and the entire regular forces 
are but a tool in the hands of these criminals and help them to destroy Islam and 
the Holy Quran. 


“I am hopeless about the senior military commanders, but I am not hopeless 
about the officers and men, what I want them to do is to revolt like heros and 
crush the foundations of oppression, as was the case in Iran, or to escape from 
their camps and garrisons and not tolerate the disgrace of the oppression by the 
Ba’ath Party. I am not hopeless about the workers and officials of the usurper 
Ba’ath Government and I hope that they will join hands with the Iraqi people to 
remove this disgrace in Iraq. May the Almighty fold the carpet of oppression of 
those criminals:” 

On the morning of 23/4/1980 a statement by Muhammed al-Shirazi said: 


We call upon the entire Moslem nation in the west and east of the globe to 
perform their religious duty of resisting this tyrannical Ba’athist clique by all 
forms of resistance until it falls: 


First: Joining the armed Islamic groups which are receiving military training. 


Second: Distributing leaflets, delivering speeches, printing books, using all 
mass media, and writing slogans on walls and employing other methods to 
expose these traitors and to expose their connections with world colonialism 
and Zionism. 


Third: Arming the Iraqi people with all kinds of heavy and light weapons in 
order to enable them to rise up in the face of the traitorous tyrants affiliated 
to Aflag (and his clique). Those who are able to pay money for the purchase 
of weapons for the Islamic Mujahidin in Iraq should do so even from the 
share of the Imam. The noble Iraqis should make weapons for themselves to 
the best of their ability. 
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13. 


14. 


Fourth: Boycotting everything related closely or remotely to the Ba’ath. The 
Ba’ath is approaching its downfall and has become frenzied. It does not 
shrink from any crime or dastardly act as has been witnessed by all. 


On 28/4/1980, Khomeini sent a letter to Bani Sadr, head of the Iranian regime, 
in which he said: “All international organisations, groups and commissions were 
established by the will of the strong in order to dominate the weak and suck the 
blood of the deprived people in the world. We have seen the extent of their 
schemings on the pretext of rescuing the spies. The government of the Iraqi 
Ba’ath has been for a long time, upon U.S. instructions, committing acts of ag- 
gression on Iran. Not once did we hear any objections from these organisations 
and committees.” 


At a press conference held by Qotob Zada on 28/4/1980 at the headquarters of 
the Supreme Shi’ite Islamic Council in the district of al-Hazimiya in Beirut said: 
“We believe that the Iraqi regime is a ‘criminal’ regime committing crimes against 
the Iraqi people and we support the Iraqi people in their bid to get rid of this 
criminal regime. If the Iraqi President Saddam Hussein is not already in hell, he 
will be there soon.” Asked whether the two neighbouring countries are heading 
for war, he replied “it is not a war until now but this might happen.” 


According to Monte Carlo Radio on 30/4/1980, Qotob Zada denied that the 
Arabs have a claim to the Islands Greater Tumb, Lesser Tumb and Abou 
Moussa in the Gulf as all the Gulf states are historically part of the Iranian ter- 
ritories. 


On 1/5/1980, Qotob Zada, the Foreign Minister of the Iranian regime, held a 
press conference in Abou Dhabi during his visit to a number of Arab countries. 
Asked about the ownership of the three Arab islands, occupied by Iran since 
1971, he said: “We consider that every part of the Islamic land belongs to all 
Muslims and that the land of Islam is owned by God.” He then said, “We do not 
accept the aggressive nationalism practised by certain aggressors such as the Iraqi 
Ba’ath. We hear a lot of fuss about who owns these islands, I believe that these 
things have no aim other than destroying us particularly—by those calling 
themselves Arabs while they are in reality pointing their knives at the backs of 
the Arabs. We say that the Iraqi Government is still in collusion with the Israeli 
government and has been since 1975. They are agents of imperialism and zionism 
and they create disputes among our brothers here” (he means in the Arab Gulf 
region). Asked about the possibility of mediation between Iran and Iraq, he said 
“there is no mediation or dialogue with this criminal regime. It should be 
eliminated, and it is the Iraqi people who want to topple their government.” 
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15. Ina press interview with al-Khalij on 1/5/1980 Bani Sadr was asked the follow- 
ing question: Don’t you think that Khomeini’s statement that “if Iraq continues 
its course with the Iraqi people and its attacks on Iran, he will march on Baghdad 
to liberate the Iraqi people” is an interference in Iraqi affairs? Bani Sadr replied, 
“This is not interference in Iraq’s affairs since we consider the Islamic nation is 
one nation and the Imam is a religious leader for us, as well as for the Iraqi peo- 
ple and all the Islamic people. Just as he feels responsible towards Iran, he also 
feels responsible towards Iraq. When the intervention is in favour of the Iranian 
people against the Iraqi people, then this is to be considered as intervention in 
the internal affairs.” 


One: The Iranian military violated the Iraqi air space at various altitudes on the 
following days: 
23/2/79, 24/2/79, 31/5/79, 3/6/79, 8/6/79, 9/6/79, 10/6/79, 11/6/79, 
12/6/79, 13/6/79, 14/6/79, 16/6/79, 16/8/79, 30/8/79, 4/9/79, 7/9/79, 
20/9/79, 23/9/79, 24/9/79, 25/9/79, 26/9/79, 28/9/79, 30/9/79, 2/10/79, 
8/10/79, 10/10/79, 11/10/79, 13/10/79, 15/10/79, 5/11/79, 7/11/79, 5/12/79, 
19/12/79, 21/12/79, 23/12/79, 30/12/79, 4/1/80, 5/1/80, 3/2/80, 16/2/80, 
17/2/80, 21/2/80, 11/4/80, 14/4/80, 16/4/80, 17/4/80, 18/4/80, 22/4/80, 
30/4/80. 


Two: The Iranian military forces and police posts committed repeated acts of ag- 
gression against Iraqi territory through bombardment and shelling on the 
following days: 

26/8/79, 7/9/79, 10/9/79, 16/10/79, 17/10/79, 18/10/79, 1/4/80, 5/4/80, 
6/4/80, 8/4/80, 9/4/80, 11/4/80, 20/4/80, 21/4/80. 


Three: The Iranian authorities committed acts of harassment and aggression against 
Iraqi and foreign vessels and boats passing through the Shatt-al-Arab on the 
following days: 

14/4/79, 8/5/79, 9/5/79, 24/5/79, 25/5/79, 27/5/79, 11/6/79, 25/6/79, 
26/6/79, 29/6/79, 21/8/79. 


On 11/10/1979, the so-called revolutionary guards attacked four employees of 
the Iraqi Consulate General in Khorramshahr. They were detained. Later they were 
released after the intervention .of the Consulate. 

On 26/10/1979, a demonstration hostile to Iraq was organized in the town of 
Khorramshahr. It was led by some clergymen and Iranian policemen. The 
demonstration headed for the Iraqi Consulate General in Khorramshahr. Slogans 
were shouted against Iraq and H.E. the President of the Republic. On 1/11/1979 
seven armed members of the revolutionary guards of the Iranian regime broke into 
the Iraqi Consulate General in Khorramshahr. They attacked one of the guards of 
the Consulate and stole the diplomatic mail of the Consulate. 

On 7/11/1979, an armed group of the so-called revolutionary guards attacked 
the Consulate General in Khorramshahr. They occupied the building and stole its 
contents. They also attacked the residence of the Consul General. During the attack 
they fired at the personnel of the Embassy. As a result the driver of the Embassy was 
wounded. 

On 6/11/1979, eight persons attacked the Iraqi Consulate General in Kerman- 
shah and occupied it. They searched the Consulate, ransacked its contents and 
treated its officials roughly. 
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Attacks by the Iranian authorities against Iraqi schools in Iran 


On 8/10/1979 three members of the revolutionary guards attacked the Iraqi 
school in Khorramshahr and searched the pupils and teachers. On 3/11/1979 the 
revolutionary guards sealed off the Iraqi schools in Khorramshahr and closed them. 
The Headmaster of the Iraqi Secondary School there was detained. 

On 17/12/1979, the Iranian authorities deported to Iraq four Iraqi teachers who 
been working working in the Iraqi schools in Khorramshahr without allowing them 
to take their personal effects with them. Two other Iraqi teachers were detained for 
questioning. 

On 9/6/1979, a demonstration was organized before the Iraqi Embassy. It was 
led by an Iranian clergyman. The demonstrators shouted slogans hostile to Iraq. 
They carried banners with provocative slogans. 

On the night of 27/10/1979, a number of persons affiliated with the Islamic 
labour organization pasted photographs, slogans and posters on the walls of the Ira- 
qi Embassy. They carried knives and threatened the personnel of the Embassy. 
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MESSAGE OF DR SA’ADOUN HAMMADI 
FOREIGN MINISTER OF THE REPUBLIC OF IRAQ 
TO DR. FIDEL CASTRO 
CHAIRMAN OF THE SIXTH NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT 
DATED 2nd APRIL 1980 
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Baghdad, 2nd April, 1980 


Excellency, 


You are doubtless aware of the role played by the delegation of the Republic of Iraq 
in support of the admission of Iran as a member of the Non-Alignment Movement 
during the Sixth Summit Conference of the Movement convened in Havana 
(September 1979) after the recent change that took place in Iran. Iraq’s support 
emanated from its belief that Iran, following the change taking place in it, would li- 
quidate the vestiges of the expansionist and racist policies pursued by the Shahin- 
shahi regime, contribute to the strengthening of the Non-Alignment Movement, 
enhance its unity and active role in international relations, and promote the spirit of 
cooperation among the member states of the Movement, in consensus with the prin- 
ciples, objectives and resolutions of the Movement. The actions and practices of the 
Iranian Government, and the statements made by Iranian officials at the highest 
level, however, proved otherwise. Iran is still acting in the same manner as the 
previous regime. It is still pursuing the same expansionist and racist policies, the 
seizure of the lands by force and the issuing of threats. The perpetuates its il- 
legitimate occupation of the three Arab islands in the Arab Gulf (Greater Tumb, 
Lesser Tumb and Abou Moussa), interferes in the internal affairs of other states, 
and threatens the use of force against member states of the Movement. This runs 
counter to the principles and objectives of the Non-Alignment Movement. 

It may be appropriate to refer in this connection to the statement made by Abul 
Hassan Bani Sadr, the President of the Republic of Iran, to the periodical called Al- 
Nahar Al-Arabi wal Al-Dawli, published by the periodical in its number 151 dated 
24th March, 1980, to the effect that Iran would not evacuate nor return the three 
Arab Gulf Islands, which it had occupied by force in 1971 and that the Arab States 
of the United Arab Emirates (Abou Dhabi, Qatar, Oman, Dubai, Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia) were not independent states, as far as Iran is concerned. 


Mr. President, 


I feel confident that you will agree with me that the above statement constitutes a 
direct threat against and a flagrant interference in the internal affairs of a group of 
member states of the Movement. This undoubtedly creates an atmosphere of tension 
among the member states of the Movement, leads to disturbing security and peace in 
the area, stirs up conflicts among the member states of the Movement, and conse- 
quently satisfies the objectives of the enemies of the Movement which aim at 
weakening its unity. 

This indicates that Iran has begun to lose sight of the conditions of membership 
in the Non-Alignment Movement in view of its non-abidance by the principles of the 
Movement which call for non-interference in internal affairs, refraining from the 
threat of the use of force, and respect for the sovereignty and independence of other 
states. 

The Government of the Republic of Iraq would like to place on record its non- 
recognition of the illegitimate occupation by Iran of the three Arab islands (Greater 
Tumb, Lesser Tumb and Abou Moussa) and all the results that may ensue from such 
occupation, and demands the immediate withdrawal of Iran from these islands. 

I shall be grateful, Excellency, if you will kindly circulate this letter to the 
member states of the Non-Alignment Movement as an official document of the 
Movement. 
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Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration, along 
with my heartfelt greetings. 


Dr. Sa’adoun Hammadi 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Iraq. 


His Excellency, 

Dr. Fidel Castro Ruz, 

President of the Sixth Conference of the 
Non-Aligned Heads of State and Government, 
Havana. 
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TO DR. KURT WALDHEIM 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE U.N. 
2nd APRIL 1980 
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Republic of Iraq 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Office of the Minister 


H.E. Dr. Kurt Waldheim, 
Secretary General of 
The United Nations. 


I would like to refer to the statements of Abul Hassan Bani Sadr, the President of 
the Republic of Iran, to the Arab and International “Al-Nahar” Journal, published 
in its issue No. 151 dated 24th March, 1980 which states that Iran will neither 
evacuate nor restore the three Arab islands and that the Arab countries (Abou 
Dhabi, Qatar, Oman, Dubai, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia) are not independent as far as 
Iran is concerned. 

The above-mentioned statements confirm the policy of Iran which aims at the 
perpetuation of the illegitimate occupation of the three Arab islands (the Greater 
Tumb, the Lesser Tumb and Abou Moussa). As well as ignoring the independence of 
these countries the statements constitute a direct threat to and a flagrant interference 
in the internal affairs of a group of member states of the United Nations Organisa- 
tion. This creates an atmosphere of tension and leads to provoking conflicts and 
disturbing world peace and security in the area. It runs counter to the objectives of 
the United Nations Charter which are aimed at preserving world peace and security. 

The Government of the Republic of Iraq would like to stress its non-recognition 
of the illegitimate occupation by Iran of the three Arab islands (The Greater Tumb, 
the Lesser Tumb and Abou Moussa) and all the consequences relating from this il- 
legimate occupation. It also requests that Iran withdraw from the three islands im- 
mediately and desist from pursuing an aggressive and expansionist policy, issuing 
threats, and interfering in the internal affairs of the Arab Gulf countries. It further 
requests that Iran respect the independence and sovereignty of those countries in 
conformity with the Charter and aims of the United Nations and in the interest of 
maintaining the peace and security of the area. 

I shall be grateful if you will kindly circulate this letter to the member states of 
the Security Council and the General Assembly as an official document. 

With best compliments. 


Dr. Sa’adoun Hammadi 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Iraq. 


Baghdad, 2nd April, 1980. 
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16th May, 1980 


Mr. Adam Kojo, 
Secretary General of 
The Organisation of African Unity (OAU). 


I would like to put before you, and through you before the members of your es- 
teemed Organisation, the following information regarding the statements and 
behaviour of the Iranian Government and officials which prove that Iran is still pur- 
suing the same path and the same racist expansionist policy pursued and practised by 
the deposed Shah’s regime. The Iranian Government is still occupying the three Arab 
islands which the Shah occupied by force, in violation of international law and all in- 
ternational customs. Furthermore, it interferes in the internal affairs of other coun- 
tries in an attempt to export the so-called Iranian Revolution and threatens to resort 
to using force. 

We would like to refer to the statements made by Abul Hassan Bani Sadr, the 
Iranian President, on 24/3/1980 to the Al-Nahar Arab and International Journal to 
the effect that Iran will never evacuate or return the three Arab islands and that the 
Arab countries, namely Abou Dhabi, Qatar, Oman, Dubai, Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia, are not independent countries according to Iran. 

Furthermore, the Commander of the Iranian infantry forces stated, after a 
meeting he held with Khomeini and Bani Sadr on 7/4/1980, that Iraq is Persian ter- 
ritory. Qotob Zada, the Iranian Foreign Minister, stated on 9/4/1980 that “Aden 
and Baghdad belong to us.” 

Al-Khomeini has stated that Iran will demand the exercise of its sovereignty over 
Baghdad, if Iraq insists upon demanding the Arab islands. Moreover, Khomeini ad- 
dressed an appeal to the Iraqi people and the Iraqi armed forces urging them to 
revolt and topple the Government of Iraq. On 9/4/1980, Qotob Zada, the Iranian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs announced that his government had decided to over- 
throw the Government of Iraq. 

In addition, the Iranian authorities have committed many acts of aggression 
against the Iraqi Embassy in Teheran and the two Iraqi Consulates in Khorramshahr 
and Kermanshah, well as as against the Iraqi schools, institutions and communities 
in Teheran. The Government of Iran has made attempts on the lives of Iraqi of- 
ficials, and has committed many terrorist acts causing many casualties, some fatal, 
among whom were innocent people including women and children. 

These aggressive Iranian actions constitute a flagrant violation of international 
law and international custom, and the United Nations Charter, as well as the prin- 
ciples and objectives of the Non-Alignment Movement, in which Iraq was one of the 
first supporters of admitting Iran to membership. 

The Government of the Republic of Iraq had hoped that the new regime of Iran 
would clear away the remnants of the racist and expansionist policies which the Shah 
pursued and would devote its efforts to solving the problems of the Iranian peoples; 
and on many occasions, the Iraqi Republic has expressed, to the Government of Iran 
at the highest levels, its good intentions and readiness to establish strong relations 
based on good neighbourliness and non-interference in internal affairs, but the Ira- 
nian Government has given evidence by its behaviour that it is resolved to play the 
same role as the deposed Shah’s regime —a matter which threatens Arab sovereignty 
and interests, and increases the tension and conflict in the area. It has given a pretext 
to imperialist countries, the United States, in particular, for military intervention in 
the area. 
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While the Government of the Republic of Iraq will endeavor to protect its 
sovereignty and territorial integrity, maintain its security, and protect the sovereign- 
ty and national interests of the Arab Nation, it holds the Iranian Government 
responsible for the acts that would jeopardise world peace and security. 

I should be grateful if you would kindly circulate the contents of this document 
to the members of your organisation. 

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 


Dr. Sa’adoun Hammadi 
Minister of Foreign Affairs 
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ANNEX X 


NOTE DISTRIBUTED BY 
THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF IRAQ 
ON 14/9/1980 
to: 
— UN SECRETARY GENERAL, NEW YORK 


— PRESIDENT FIDEL CASTRO, CHAIRMAN OF THE 
SIXTH NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT CONFERENCE 


— CONFERENCE OF ISLAMIC ORGANISATIONS, JEDDAH 
— THE ARAB LEAGUE, TUNIS 

— THE AFRICAN UNITY ORGANISATION, DAKKAR 

— THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY, BRUSSELS 

— THE ASEAN ORGANISATION, DJAKARTA 


— THE ORGANISATION OF AMERICAN STATES, 
WASHINGTON 
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IRAQI—IRANIAN RELATIONS IN 
DOCUMENTS 


Below is the text of the Note which the Iraqi Foreign Ministry addressed on 
September 14 1980 to the following international bodies: 


1. U.N. Secretary General, New York, for distribution as an official document of 
the General Assembly and the Security Council. 


2. President Fidel Castro, Havana, Chairman of the Sixth Conference of the Heads 
of States and Governments of Non-Aligned Countries. 


The Conference of Islamic Organisations, Jeddah. 
The Arab League, Tunis. 

The African Unity Organisation, Dakkar. 

The European Community, Brussels. 

ASEAN Organisation, Djakarta. 


The Organisation of American States, Washington. 


2. tt a 


Upon the instructions of my Government, I have the honour to inform you of 
the following: 


Since the deterioration of the relations between Iraq and Iran, there have been 
incidents on the borders, carried out by the Iranian forces, such as aggression against 
personnel, infiltration and sabotage, and Iraq has rebuffed them. 

These limited and local incidents continued until the day of August 4 1980 when 
the situation of the borders developed and the Iranian forces began to use the 
American-made 175mm heavy artillery in bombing civil targets and large, populated 
towns. The Iranian forces have bombed the two towns of Khanaqeen and Mendeli — 
consequently the Iraqi forces were forced to rebuff this aggression by bombing the 
two Iranian towns of Qasr Shireen and Mahran. In addition to bombing the two Ira- 
qi towns, the Iranian forces have encroached upon the area of Zain-al-Qals, which is 
an Iraqi border area, according to the agreement in force between the two countries 
as affirmed by the Treaty of Inernational Frontiers and Good Neighbourliness 1975, 
which was concluded after the Algiers Agreement was signed on March 6th, 1975. 

We would like to confirm that Iraq, while seeking peace and stability in the area, 
will rebuff any encroachment or armed aggression on its territories or citizens accor- 
ding to the legal right of self-defense, acknowledged by international law. Iraq 
sincerely hopes that the Iranian authorities will refrain from escalating tensions bet- 
ween the two countries and will stop violating their international commitments. 

Please notify the member states of your Organisation of the content of this note, 
together with the text of the statement of the Foreign Minister of the Republic of 
Iraq. 

The text of the said statement is shown below: 


The following is the text of the statement made by Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Dr. Sa’adoon Hammadi, to the Iraqi News Agency concerning the situation of the 
Iraqi-Iranian borders: 
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The Iraqi-Iranian borders had been demarcated according to the Constantinople 
Protocol of 1913 and the proceedings of the meeting of the Turkish and Persian 
Border Commissioners of 1914. According to these documents, the borders were 
defined and demarcated between the two countries with one hundred twenty five 
border pillars. Iran, during various periods, had seized border areas belonging to 
Iraq, pushing its border posts inside Iraq’s territories, utilising Iraq’s internal 
problems and the weakness of its successive governments. The crisis reached its 
peak under the Shah’s rule, until the Algiers agreement of March 1975, wherein 
agreement was reached to redemarcate land borders on the basis of the Constan- 
tinople Protocol and proceedings of Border Commissioners. Both sides began to 
redemarcate their borders and the old border pillars were re-established while 
593 new pillars were fixed all along the border line in between the old pillars, 
with the object of clarifying the border so as to do away with any doubts. The 
border area was surveyed and border lines were marked on new, modern maps. 
All this had actually been carried out, covering all political, legal, and technical 
aspects, and the Treaty of International Frontiers and Good Neighbourliness 
was signed in Baghdad on June 13 1975, as well as the protocol on redemarcating 
the land borders between the two countries. 

The agreements were ratified by the two countries, and the ratification in- 
struments were exchanged in Teheran on June 22 1976. 

Consequently, on paper, Iraq regained areas of border territories on which 
Iran had been trespassing, and only the handing and taking over process re- 
mained. When the revolution erupted in Iran, the Government of Iraq deemed it 
appropriate to give the new Iranian regime some time to reorganize its conditions 
as would enable it to complete the handing and taking over process. However, 
the said territories were not handed over to the Iraqi side. On the contrary, with 
the elapse of time, aggressive and expansionist intentions showed up on the part 
of Iranian officials. Expansionist policies aiming at Iraqi and Arab territories 
surfaced. 

The Revolutionary Government of Iraq, which took up the task of defending 
the Homeland and protecting the country’s vital interests, found itself in an 
unacceptable position resulting from this encroachment and decided to put an 
end to it. 

On the September 7 1980, the Foreign Ministry handed a written note to the 
Iranian Charge d’Affaires in Baghdad explaining the encroachment carried out 
by the Iranian forces on these territories, including the area of Zain-al-Qals, 
demanding its evacuation according to the Agreement of 1975 and the Protocol 
of redemarcation of the said land borders in order to prevent the deterioration of 
relations between the two countries. The Iraqi Government,however, did not 
receive any response and as the Iranian Government did not respond to the Iraqi 
demands, the Iraqi forces advanced to drive the Iranian troops from the area. 

On the 8th of the current month, we handed the Iranian Charge d’Affaires 
another note explaining that Iraqi forces were impelled, because of the Iranian 
attitude, to carry out their duties in driving the Iranian forces from Zain-al-Qals, 
hoping that the Iranian Government would avoid further exacerbation of the 
crisis between the two countries and would evacuate the territories which had 
been encroached upon by the Iranian forces. 

Being keen on avoiding more complication, we explained, on the same day, 
to the Iranian Charge d’Affaires that the Iranian officials may not have the 
necessary information about the Algiers Agreement. In addition to that, they 
may not have been informed of the real situation in the Iraqi territories en- 
croached upon by the Iranian troops because of the internal situation in Iran 
itself. 
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We advised the Iranian officials to consult their appropriate authorities and 
seek information on all this, to avoid indulging in any mistakes. 

The Foreign Ministry did not receive any answer from the Iranian Govern- 
ment concerning its note and explanation. 

Iraq is definitely not intending to embark on an all-out clash between the two 
countries or to make the situation more complex. In addition to that, the Iraqi 
Government is keen on maintaining peace in this part of the world, but it is 
determined, on the other hand, to defend the Arab homeland and put an end to 
the Iranian encroachments on the border areas. 

The Iraqi Government would also like to explain to the Iranian officials that 
by carrying out such aggressive, expansionist acts against Iraq, they are exposing 
their armed forces to our fire for no reason whatsoever. Iraq does not want any 
and does not covet any of the Iranian territories, but is certainly determined to 
prevent encroachments on its own national soil. 

The Iranian officials are called upon to think thoroughly before indulging in 
adventures and to free themselves from prejudice. The engagement of the armed 
forces in such a situation might not be far from the game of internal conflict, 
enabling the guard forces to lay hands on the power in Iran. 

We call upon the Iranian peoples, the Arab peoples in Arabistan, the Kurd- 
ish people and all sincere, honourable citizens to be on the alert to avoid the 
grave consequences resulting from continued encroachments on Iraqi territory 
which are being carried out by the Iranian officials. 


Baghdad, September 14 1980 
Dr. Sa’adoun Hammadi 
Foreign Minister 
The Republic of Iraq 
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ANNEX XI 


MESSAGE DELIVERED ON 
21 SEPTEMBER 1980 


To: 
— UN Secretary General, New York 


— President Castro, Chairman of the Sixth Non-Aligned 
Summit Conference 


— Conference of Islamic Organisations Jeddah 

— Chedli Klibi, Arab League Secretary General, Tunis 
— European Community, Brussels 

— Current Chairman of the African Unity Organisation 
— ASEAN, Djakarta 

— Organisation of American States, Washington 
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TRAQI-IRANIAN RELATIONS 
IN DOCUMENTS 


— Dr. Kurt Waldheim, Secretary General of the United Nations, New York. 
— Mr. Al-Chedli Al-Klibi, the Secretary General of the Arab League, Tunis. 
— The Conference of Islamic Organisations, Jeddah. 

— The ASEAN Organisation, Djakarta. 


— Dr. Fidel Castro, the Chairman of the Sixth Conference of the Heads of States 
and Governments of the Non-Aligned Countries. 


— The European Community, Brussels. 
— The Chairman of the Current Session of the African Unity Organisation 
— Organisation of American States, Washington. 


Below is the text of the letter which the Iraqi Foreign Minister, Dr. Sa’adoun 
Hammadi, addressed to the above-mentioned, on 21 September 1980: 


You are no doubt aware that Iraq and Iran, through the mediation of 
Algeria, and following lengthy discussions conducted in the presence of the late 
Algerian President Houari Boumedienne, concluded on 6 March 1975 an agree- 
ment concerning the relations between the two countries. In that agreement the 
two parties decided, in all sincerity, with a view to reaching a final and perma- 
nent solution to all the problems existing between them, and in compliance with 
the principles of territorial integrity, inviolability of borders, and non-interfer- 
ence in internal affairs, to achieve the following: 


1. To bring about a definite demarcation of their land frontiers on the basis of 
the Protocol of Constantinople, 1913, and the proceedings of the meeting of 
Border Commissioners, 1914. 


2. To demarcate their water frontiers according to the Thalweg Line. 


3. Accordingly, the two parties will restore security and mutual trust along their 
common boundaries and hence will commit themselves to exercising a strict 
and effective control over their common boundaries, with a view to putting 
an end to all acts of infiltration of a subversive character, regardless of their 
origin. 


4. The two parties also agree to consider the arrangements referred to above as 
integral elements of a comprehensive solution. Hence, any impairment of 
any of their components shall naturally be in violation of the spirit of the 
Algiers Agreement. 


In addition, the two parties decided to restore the traditional relations of 
good neighbourliness and friendship, particularly by the elimination of all 
negative factors in their relations; the continuous exchange of views on questions 
of mutual interest, and the development of mutual cooperation. 

The two parties officially declared that the area should be kept safe from any 
outside interference. They also agreed that the Ministers of Foreign Affairs 
should meet to make the necessary arrangements for the establishment of a Joint 
Iraqi-Iranian Commission to implement the decisions taken by mutual agree- 
ment. 
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It was also agreed that Algeria should be invited to the meetings of the said 
Joint Commission. As a result of the Iraqi-Iranian negotations, which were con- 
ducted in the presence of and with the participation of the Algerian delegation, 
an international treaty on boundaries and good neighbourliness, as well as three 
protocols and annexes, as signed in Baghdad on 13 June 1975, all relating to the 
first three paragraphs of the Algiers Agreement indicated above. 

On 26 December 1975, four other agreements were signed in Baghdad con- 
cerning the Boundary Commissioners, the rules of navigation in Shatt-al-Arab, 
the utilization of frontier waterways, grazing, exchange of letters and the ar- 
rangements concerning other joint meetings on technical matters. 

It is worthy to note that Article 4 of the above-mentioned Treaty of Interna- 
tional Frontiers and Good Neighbourliness explicitly reiterates the provisions of 
Paragraph 4 of the Algiers Agreement as it includes the following: 


The contracting parties affirm that the provisions of the three protocols, 
and their annexes, mentioned in Articles 1, 2 and 3 of the Treaty and attach- 
ed to it, forming an inseparable part thereof, are final and permanent terms 
which cannot be violated on any ground whatsoever, and shall constitute in- 
separable components of a comprehensive settlement. Therefore, any viola- 
tion of any constituent element of this comprehensive settlement runs con- 
trary to the spirit of the Algiers Agreement. 


The first point to take account of in this regard is that, at an early stage, Iran 
took advantage of the said Algiers Agreement and Treaty of International Fron- 
tiers, benefitting from the Protocol on the demarcation of the river frontiers in 
the Shatt-al-Arab while procrastinating on discharging its obligations under the 
Protocol on the redemarcation of the land frontiers to the extent of delaying the 
implementation of measures for the restoration of Iraqi territories which it had 
encroached upon and retained under its control. For its part, the Iraqi Govern- 
ment took into consideration the fact that the new regime in Iran needed some 
time before it could honour its obligations under the Agreement. However, no 
sooner had the new regime assumed power than it began to violate these obliga- 
tions and it has continued to do so ever since. 

While the Algiers Agreement has provided for non-interference in internal 
affairs, the ruling authorities in Iran have adopted a policy of continuous in- 
terference in the internal affairs of the Republic of Iraq. I have already given a 
detailed description of this policy, which runs counter to Iran’s obligations under 
the Algiers Agreement, in a letter addressed to you and circulated as an Official 
U.N. document. 

On the other hand, while the Algiers Agreement enjoined Iran to restore 
security and trust along its common boundaries with Iraq and to exercise 
rigorous control for the purpose of putting an end to all infiltrations of a subver- 
sive nature, the new regime violated this fundamental provision, after assuming 
power, when it sheltered and offered refuge to the leaders of the insurgency 
(against Iraq) namely, the sons of the agent Barazani, his followers and others 
who have used Iranian territory, with the explicit support of the ruling 
authorities in Iran, as a base for threatening the national integrity of Iraq and in- 
terfering in its internal security. The Iranian Government itself has never ceased. 
harming the good neighbourly relations between the two countries by commit- 
ting acts of infiltration and sabotage, by instigating trouble and dissension, and 
by committing acts of plunder, especially in the frontier areas—contrary to the 
spirit of the Algiers Agreement. The Iranian Government has violated other pro- 
visions of said Agreement by its repeated encroachments on Iraqi territories, as 
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indicated above, by its refusal to return these territories to Iraq in spite of 
repeated Iraqi demands to this effect, as well as by launching new territorial 
claims including even the Capital of Iraq, and indeed Iraq as a whole (sic). It is 
no wonder that the Iraqi Government now finds itself obliged to exercise its 
legitimate right to defend its sovereignty and territorial integrity and to recover 
its territories by force, as the Iranian Government has confounded all of the 
legally recognized ways to resolve the issues emanating from its neglected obliga- 
tions. Furthermore, the Iranian Government, as was made clear by the declara- 
tions and actions of its officials, has never hesitated, either overtly or covertly, to 
affirm that it no longer considers itself bound by the Algiers Agreement. 


All this constitutes a flagrant violation of Paragraph 4 of the Algiers Agree- 
ment and of the Treaty on International Frontiers and Good Neighbourliness 
concluded between the two countries in 1975. 

Iran has, therefore, renounced its international obligations under the Agree- 
ment and the Treaty, thus rendering both null and void. 

Consequently, the legal relationship governing the Iraqi-Iranian boundaries, 
especially in the Shatt-al-Arab, should go back to its status before 6 March 1975 
and this river shall again be as it has always been throughout history, an Iraqi 
river, subject to the full control and sovereignty of Iraq. 

In this connection, the Iraqi Government wishes to declare that it has always 
proved, in its relations with all the countries of the world, that it faithfully abides 
by all its obligations. It has also proved that it cannot accept any threat, aggres- 
sion or violation of its sovereignty and dignity, and that it is willing to make the 
highest sacrifice in order to preserve its legitimate rights. 

The Government of the Republic of Iraq also wishes to affirm on this occas- 
sion, as it has done in the past, that it looks forward to maintaining good rela- 
tions with all its neighbouring States, specifically including Iran, and that it has 
no intention, whatsoever, of waging war on Iran or extending the scope of the 
dispute beyond the limits of defending its legitimate rights. 

Hence the Iraqi Government considers the Algiers Agreement and the Treaty 
of International Frontiers and Good Neighbourliness with all its Protocols, An- 
nexes, and related Agreements, to be null and void. 

The Iraqi Government sincerely hopes that the Iranian Government will ac- 
cept the new situation and will act in the light of reason and wisdom with regard 
to the exercise by Iraq of its legitimate rights on all its lands and water territory in 
Shatt-al-Arab. 


Dr. Sa’adoun Hammadi 
Minister of Foreign Affairs. 


21 September 1980 
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ANNEX XII 


APPENDIX I 


Treaty of Erzeroum 
31 May 1847 
With the Explanatory Note of 
14 April 1847 


APPENDIX IT “A” 


Protocol Relating to the Delimitation of 
Turco-Persian Boundaries, 
Signed in Constantinople on 
4 November 1913 
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MINISTRY FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, BAGHDAD 


29 November 1934. 


The Secretary General 


of the League of Nations, 
Geneva, 


Sir, 


I have the honour to inform you that for some time past, and partcularly during 
the last two years, great anxiety has been caused to the Royal Iraqi Government by 


persistent disregard and violation of the Iraqi-Persian boundary by official agents of 
the Imperial Persian Government. 


2. The boundary between Iraq and Persia is derived from the Treaty of 
Erzerum of 1847 (Appendix I), and a Protocol signed at Constantinople on the 4th 
November, 1913, by the Grand Vizier and Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Ot- 
toman Empire and the Ambassador of Persia, on behalf of the two parties, and by 
the Ambassadors of Great Britain and Russia, on behalf of their respective countries 
in the capacity of Mediating Powers. Section V of the Protocol specifically laid 
down that as soon as any part of the frontier had been delimited by the Delimitation 
Commission to the set up in accordance with Section II, that part should be held to 
have been finally fixed and should not be open either to subsequent examination or 
to revision. The delimitation of the frontier on the ground provided for in Section IT 
was carried out by this Commission in the year 1914, A print containing the Protocol 
of 1913 and the Proceedings of the Commission of 1914 is attached as Appendix II. 


3. In spite of the legal position as outlined above, the Imperial Persian Govern- 
ment have consistently disregarded and violated the boundary so established. A sum- 
mary of some the more flagrant acts of aggression, with copies of the relevant cor- 
respondence, is attached (A ppendix III). As will be seen from this correspondence, 
the Imperial Persian Government attempt to justify their conduct on the ground that 
they do not recognise the validity of the boundary and do not consider themselves 


bound by the arrangements by which it was determined. This view the Royal Iraqi 
Government are unable to accept. 


4. The Royal Iraqi Government has hitherto been loth to formulate publicly a 
complaint against a neighbour and fellow-member of the League of Nations. It has 
left nothing undone in its endeavour to settle the matters at issue directly with the 
Imperial Persian Government. As will be seen from the correspondence, the 
numerous conciliatory proposals which it has made, whether for the investigation by 
joint commissions of particular problems affected by the precise alignment of the 
boundary, or for the general examination of all causes of inconvenience to either 
side arising from that alignment, with a view to eliminating the inconveniences by 
appropriate administrative arrangements, have been consistently rejected or ignored. 


5. The continuance of the state of affairs described in the preceding paragraphs 
cannot fail to disturb the good understanding between Iraq and Persia which Iraq so 
earnestly desires. With great regret, therefore, the Royal Iraqi Government sees no 
alternative but to bring the circumstances to the attention of the Council under Arti- 
cle ll, paragraph 2, of the Covenant. 


6. I have.the honour, accordingly, to request that you will be so good as to 


cause this matter to be placed on the agenda for consideration by the Council at its 
next session. 
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7. A copy of this letter with the appendices is being communicated 
simultaneously to the Imperial Persian Government. 


I have the Honour to be, 
Sir, 
Your Obedient Servant. 
NOURY SAID, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


APPENDIX II 
TREATY OF ERZERUM OF MAY 3lst 1847. 
[Translation of Mr. Redhouse and M. Moukhine.] 
ARTICLE 1. 


The two Mussulman Powers waive the totality of their existing pecuniary claims 
on one another, provided always that nothing in this arrangement shall affect the 
provisions made for the settlement of the claims to which Article 4 relates. 


ARTICLE 2. 


The Persian Government undertakes to cede to the Ottoman Government all the 
lowlands — that is to say, the land in the western part of the province of Zohab; and 
the Ottoman Government undertakes to cede to the Persian Government the eastern 
— that is to say, all the mountainous — part of the said province, including the 
Kirind Valley. 

The Persian Government abandons all claim to the city and province of 
Suleimani, and formally undertakes not to interfere with or infringe the sovereign 
rights of the Ottoman Government over the said province. 

The Ottoman Government formally recognises the unrestricted sovereignty of 
the Persian Government over the city and port of Muhammara, the island of Khizr, 
the anchorage, and the land on the eastern bank — that is to say, the left bank — of 
the Shatt-al-Arab, which are in the possession of the tribes recognised as belonging 
to Persia. Further, Persian vessels shall have the right to navigate freely without let 
or hindrance on the Shatt-al-Arab from the mouth of the same to the point of con- 
tact of the frontiers of the two Parties. 


ARTICLE 3 


The two Contracting Parties, having by the present Treaty waived their other ter- 
ritorial claims, undertake forthwith to appoint commissioners and engineers as their 
respective representatives for the purpose of determining the frontiers between the 
two States in conformity with the preceding article. 


ARTICLE 4 


Both Parties are agreed as to the appointment forthwith, by both Parties, of 
commissioners for the purpose of adjudicating and making a fair settlement in all 
cases of damage suffered by either Party since the acceptance of the friendly pro- 
posals drawn up and communicated by the two Mediating Great Powers in the month 
of Jemaziyyu-’l-evvel, 1261, together with all questions of pasturage dues since the 
year in which the arrears in the payment of the latter began. 
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ARTICLE 5 


The Ottoman Government undertakes that the fugitive Persian Princes shall 
reside at Brussa, and shall not be permitted to leave that place or maintain secret 
relations with Persia. The two High Contracting Powers further undertake that all 
the other refugees shall be handed over in conformity with the earlier Treaty of 
Erzerum. 


ARTICLE 6 


Persian merchants shall pay the Customs dues on their goods, in kind or in cash, 
according to the current present value of such goods, in the manner specified in the 
article relating to trade in the Treaty of Erzerum concluded in 1238'. No additional 
charge whatsoever shall be levied over and-above the amounts fixed in the said Treaty. 


ARTICLE 7 


The Ottoman Government undertakes to accord the requisite privileges to enable 
Persian pilgrims, in accordance with the former treaties, to visit the Holy Places in the 
Ottoman dominions in complete safety and without vexatious treatment of any kind. 
Further, the Ottoman Government, being desirous of strengthening and consolidating 
the bonds of friendship and concord which should subsist between the two Mussul- 
man Powers and between their respective subjects, undertakes to adopt such measures 
as may be most appropriate to ensure the participation, not only of Persian pilgrims, 
but of all other Persian subjects, in all the said privileges in the Ottoman dominions, 
in such manner as to protect them from any sort of injustice, molestation, or incivili- 
ty, whether in respect of their commercial activities or in any other respect. 

Furthermore, the Ottoman Government undertakes to recognise Consuls to be 
appointed by the Persian Government in places in the Ottoman dominions where their 
presence may be required on account of commercial interests, or for the protection 
of Persian merchants and other Persian subjects, save only in Mecca the Revered and 
Medina the Resplendent, and to respect in the case of the said Consuls all the privi- 
leges due in virtue of their official character and accorded to Consuls of other friend- 
ly Powers. 

The Persian Government, for its part, undertakes to accord reciprocity of treat- 
ment in every respect to Consuls to be appointed by the Ottoman Government in 
places in Persia in which the latter may consider the appointment of Consuls to be 
necessary, as also to Ottoman merchants and other Ottoman subjects visiting Persia. 


ARTICLE 8 


The two High Contracting Mussulman Powers undertake to adopt and enforce 
the measures necessary to prevent and punish theft and brigandage on the part of the 
tribes and peoples settled on the frontier, to which end they will quarter troops in 
suitable localities. They further undertake to do their duty in respect of all forms of 
aggressive acts, such as pillage, robbery, or murder, which may occur in their respec- 
tive territories. 

Contested tribes the suzerainty over which is not known shall be left free by the 
two High Contracting Powers to choose once for all and specify the localities which 
they will henceforward always inhabit. Tribes the suzerainty over which is known 
shall be compelled to come within the territory of the State to which they belong. 


1 A.H. 1238 = A.D. 1823. 
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ARTICLE 9 


All points or articles of previous treaties, and especially of the Treaty concluded 
at Erzerum in 12381, which are not specifically amended or annulled by the present 
Treaty, are hereby reaffirmed in respect of any and all of their provisions, as if they 
were reproduced in their entirety in the present Treaty. 

The two High Contracting Powers agree that, when the texts of this Treaty have 
been exchanged, they will accept and sign the same, and that the ratifications there- 
of shall be exchanged within the space of two months, or earlier. 


APPENDIX ITI 


[Translation.] 


PROTOCOL SIGNED AT CONSTANTINOPLE ON 
NOVEMBER 4th (17th) 1913. 


The undersigned: His Excellency Sir Louis Mallet, Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of His Britannic Majesty to His Majesty the Sultan; His Ex- 
cellency Mirza Mahmud Khan Kajar ‘Ahd-i-Shamus Saltaneh, Ambassador Extraor- 
dinary and Plenipotentiary of His Majesty of Shah of Persia to His Majesty the 
Sultan; His Excellency M. Michel de Giers, Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni- 
potentiary of His Majesty the Emperor of Russia to His Majesty the Sultan; His 
Highness Prince Said Halim Pasha, Grand Vizier and Minister for Foreign Affairs 
of the Ottoman Empire; have met for the purpose of recording in the present Pro- 
tocol the Agreement concluded between their respective Governments with regard to 
the Turco-Persian boundary. 

They began by recapitulating the progress, up to date, of the negotiations recently 
instituted among them. 

The Joint Commission provided for in Article 1 of the Protocol signed at Teheran 
between the Imperial Ottoman Embassy and the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
with a view to determining the bases for the negotiations relating to the delimitation 
of the Turco-Persian boundary held eighteen meetings, the first on March 12th (25th) 
and the last on August 9th (22nd), 1912. 

On August 9th (22nd), 1912, the Imperial Russian Embassy at Constantinople 
addressed to the Sublime Porte, under No. 264, a note stating that “the Imperial 
Government consders that too much emphasis cannot be laid on the necessity of put- 
ting into effect without delay the explicit stipulations of the Treaty of Erzerum, 
which are tantamount to the restoration of the status quo of 1848”. 

The Imperial Embassy at the same time forwarded to the Imperial Ottoman 
Government a memorandum showing in detail the frontier-line in conformity with 
the stipulations of the treaties in force. 

The Imperial Ottoman Government replied to this communication by a note 
dated March 18th (31st), 1913, No. 30469/47. It stated that “the Sublime Porte, being 
anxious to comply with the desire expressed by the Imperial Russian Government by 
eliminating any cause of difference in its cordial relations with the latter, and 
wishing, further, to demonstrate to the Persian Government its entire good faith in 
regard to the dispute existing on the subject between the two countries, has decided 
to accept the line mentioned in the aforesaid note and memorandum of the Ambass- 
ador of His Majesty the Emperor of Russia for the delimitation of the northern part 
of the Turco-Persian frontier from Serdar Bulak to Bane — that is to say, down to 
the 36th parallel of latitude”. 
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Nevertheless, the Imperial Ottoman Government suggested a number of modifi- 
cations in the line proposed in the memorandum annexed to the note of the Imperial 
Russian Embassy dated August 9th (22nd), 1912, No. 264. 

The Imperial Ottoman Government also appended to its note “an explanatory 
note on the situation of the Zohab boundaries and the arrangement that it would be 
able to accept in order to reach a final and equitable understanding with the Persian 
Government on that part of the frontier”. 

The Imperial Russian Embassy replied by a note dated March 28th (April 10th), 
1913, No. 78. It noted the statement “by which the Imperial Ottoman Government 
recognises as a principle for the delimitation of the Ararat-Bane section the exact 
sense of Article 3 of the Treaty of 1848, known as the Treaty of Erzerum, as set forth 
in the note of August 9th (22nd), 1912, No. 264”. As regards the modifications pro- 
posed by the Sublime Porte, the Imperial Embassy stated (with a reservation on the 
question of Egri-chai) that it could not sufficiently emphasise the necessity of making 
no change in the line established in its note of August 9th (22nd), 1912. 

As regards the question of Zohab, the Imperial Russian Embassy, while reserving 
the right to submit its detailed observations concerning that frontier, expressed “its 
opinion on the whole of the Ottoman draft, which does not seem to it to guarantee 
sufficiently, for the future, the maintenance of order and peace on the frontiers”. 

On April 20th (May 3rd), 1913, the Russian and British Embassies addressed an 
identic note-to His Highness Prince Said Halim Pasha, accompanied by a memoran- 
dum summarising their point of view regarding the delimitation of Zohab and the 
regions situate south of that district. 

This exchange of notes was followed by conversations between Their Excellencies 
M. de Giers and Sir Gerard Lowther, of the one part, and His Late Highness Mahmud 
Shefket Pasha, of the other part. The result of these conversations was recorded in 
an aide-mémoire presented by His Excellency the Russian Ambassador to His 
Highness the Grand Vizier on June 6th, 1913, and in note from the Sublime Porte 
addressed on June 26th (July 9th) 1913, No. 34553/95, to the Russian Embassy, and 
on July 12th, 1913, to the British Embassy. 

On July 29th, 1913, a “declaration” was signed in London by Sir Edward Grey 
and His Highness Ibrahim Hakky Pasha concerning the demarcation of the southern 
boundary between Persia and Turkey. 

The Imperial Russian Embassy then proceeded to recapitulate the principles of 
delimitation established in the correspondence concerning the Turco-Persian boun- 
dary. It addressed to the Sublime Porte a note dated August Sth (18th) 1913, No. 
166. An identic note was addressed to the Sublime Porte by the British Embassy on 
the same date. 

The Sublime Porte replied to these communications by identic notes dated 
September 23rd, 1913, No. 37063/113. 

As a result of the subsequent negotiations, the four plenipotentiaries of Great 
Britain, Persia, Russia and Turkey, agreed on the following provisions: 


I. 


It is agreed that the boundary between Persia and Turkey shall be defined as 
follows: 

The boundary in the north shall start from boundary-mark No. XXXVII on the 
Turco-Russian frontier, situate close to Serdar Bulak, on the crest between Little and 
Great Ararat. It shall then drop southwards by way of the ridges, leaving on the Per- 
sian side the valley of Dambat, Sarnvtch, and the water system of Yarym-Kaya, 
which rises to the south ‘of mount Ayubeg. The boundary shall then leave Bulak- 
bashi, in Persia, and shall continue to follow the highest ridge, the southern extremi- 
ty of which is situate at about 44° 22’ longitude and 39° 28’ latitude. Then, skirting 
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the west side of the marsh which extends to the west of Yarym-Kaya, the boundary 
shall cross the Sary-Su stream, pass between the villages of Girde-baran (Turkish) 
and Bazyrgan (Persian), and, ascending to the ridge to the west of Bazyrgan, follow 
the watershed formed by the Saranli, Zenduli, Gir-Kelime, Kanly-baba, Geduki- 
Khasineh, and Deveji ridges. 

After Deveji, the line shall cross the valley of Egri-chai at the place to be designa- 
tedby the Delimitation Commission in conformity with the status quo, leaving the 
villages of Nado and Nifto in Persia. 

The ownership of the village of Kyzyl-Kaya (Bellasor) shall be established after 
an examination of the geographical situation of the village, the western side of the 
watershed in that region being allocated to Turkey, and the eastern side to Persia. 

Should the final boundary line leave outside Ottoman territory a section of the 
road which passes close to Kyzyl-Kaya and connects the district of Bayazid with the 
province of Van, it is understood that the Persian Government shall give free passage 
over this section of the road to the Imperial Ottoman Posts and to travellers and 
goods, other than military troops and convoys. 

The frontier shall then ascend to the ridges forming the watershed: Kyzyl-Ziaret 
Sarychimene, Dumanlu, Kara-burga, the hill between the reservoirs of Ayry-chai 
(Persian) and of Jelli-g6l (Turkish), Avdal-dashi, Reshkan, the hill between 
Akhurek and Tavin Bevra-begzadan, Gevri-Mahine,, Khydyr-baba, Avristan. 

As regards Kotur, the Protocol of July 15th (28th), 1880, known as the Protol of 
Sary-Kamiche, shall be applied in such a way that the village of Kevlik shall remain 
in Turkey, and the villages of Bilejik, Razi, Gharatil (Haratil), the two Jelliks, and 
Panamerik shall remain in Persia. 

The frontier following the Mir-Omar ridge shall ascend the mountain of Surava, 
and leaving Khanyga on the Turkish side, shall pass by way of the watershed formed 
by the pass of Borush-Khuran, the mountain of Haravil, Beleko, Shinetal, Sardul, 
Gulamli, Kepper, Bergabend, Peri-Khan, Iskander, Avene, and Kotul. The valley of 
Bajirga shall remain in Turkey, and the villages of Sartyk and Sero in Persia, and the 
frontier shall pass from the southern extremity of Kotur over the ridge rising to the 
west of the Persian village of Behik, and, following the peaks of Seri-Baydost, shall 
join the crest of Mount Zont. 

From Mount Zont the frontier shall follow continuously the watershed between 
the Persian districts of Tergever, Desht, and Mergever, and the Turkish sanjak of 
Hakkiari — that is to say, the crests of Shiveh-Shishali, Chil-Chovri, Chel-Berdir, 
Kuna-Koter, Kazi-beg, Avukh, Mai-Helaneh, the mountains to the west of Binar 
and Delamper; then, leaving on the Persian side the basin emptying by way of Ushnu 
into the lake of Urumiya, including the sources of the Gadyr river known as Abi- 
seri-gadyr (the valley of which is situated to the south of Delamper and to the east of 
Mount Girdeh), it shall reach the pass of Keleh-Shin. 

To the south of Keleh-Shin the frontier shall leave on the Persian side the reser- 
voir of Lavene, including the valley of Chumi-Geli (situate to the east of Zerdegel 
and to the south-west of Spi-rez), and on the Turkish side the waters of Revnaduz, 
and shall pass by the following peaks and passes: Siah-Kuh, Zerdeh-Gel, Boz, Bar- 
zin, Ser-shiva, Kevi-Khoja-Ibrahim. Thence the .frontier shall continue to follow 
towards the south the main chain of Kandil, leaving on the Persian side the basins of 
the affluents of Kialu on the right side: the streams Purdanan Khydyrava and 
Talkhatan. 

It is understood that the Turkish tribes which are in the habit of spending the 
summer in the said valleys at the Gadyr and Lavene springs shall still have the use of 
their pastures under the same conditions as in the past. 
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Having reached the summit of Seri-Kele-Kelin, the line shall pass over Zinvi- 
Jasusan and the pass of Bamin, and shall cross the Vezne river near the Purde- 
Berdan bridge. The Delimitation Commission will have to decide as to the future of 
the village of Shenieh, on the basis of the general principle of the status quo. 

After Purde-Berdan, the frontier shall ascend over the chains of Foka-baba-kyr, 
Berde-spian, Berde-Abul-Fath and the pass of Kaniresh. It shall then follow the 
watershed formed by Lagav-Ghird, Donleri, the pass of Khan-Ahmed, and the 
southern extremity of Tepe-Salos. The frontier will thus pass between the villages of 
Kandol (Turkish) and Kesh-keshiva and Mazynava (Persian), and reach the course 
of the Kialu river (the Little Zab). 

After joining the course of the Kialu river, the frontier shall follow it upstream, 
leaving on the Persian side the right bank (the Alani-ajem) and on the Turkish side 
the left bank of that river. On reching the mouth of the Khileh-resh river (an affluent 
of the Kialu on the left side), the frontier shall follow the course of that river 
upstream, leaving on the Persian side the villages of Alot, Kivero, etc., and on the 
Turkish side the district of Alani-Mavont. At the south-western extremity of Mount 
Balu, the frontier shall leave the course of the Khileh-resh river, and, ascending over 
the north-west extremity of the Surkew chain, extending to the south of the Khileh- 
resh river, shall pass over the Surkew ridge, leaving the districts of Siwel and Shive- 
Kel on the Turkish side. 

On reaching the astronomical point of Surkew almost at latitude 35° 49’, the 
frontier shall pass in the direction of the village of Champar-aw, the future of which 
shall be decided by the Delimitation Commssion on the basis of the accepted princi- 
ple of the status quo. The line shall then ascend over the chain of mountains which 
form the frontier between the Persian district of Baneh and the Turkish district of 
Kyzyieja; Galash, Berdi-Kechel, Pusht-Hangajal, Du-bera, Parajal, and Spi-Kana, 
after which it shall reach the pass of Now-Khuvan. Thence, still following the water- 
shed, the frontier shall turn southwards and then westwards, passing by way of the 
summits of Vul-Guza, Pushti-Shehidan, Hazar-Mal, Bali-Keder, Keleh-Melaik, and 
Kuhi-Koce-resha, separating the Turkish district of Teretul from the Perstan district 
of Merivan. 

From there, the frontier shall follow the course of the Khalil-Abad brook down- 
stream as far as its confluence with the Chami-Kyzylja, and then this last-named 
river upstream as far as the mouth of its left affluent flowing from the village of 
Bnava-Suta; it shall follow this Bnava-Suta brook upstream and, by way of the 
passes of Keli-Naveh-Sar and Keli-Piran, shall reach the pass of Surene, known, it 
appears, by the name of Chigan (or Chakan). 

The main chain of Avroman, extending in the direction north-west — south-east, 
shall then form the frontier between Persia and the Ottoman district of Shehrisor. 
On reaching the peak of Kemadjar (south-east of Kala-Selm and north-west of Sheri- 
Avroman), the frontier shall continue to follow the main ridge as far as its ramifica- 
tion on the western side, rising to the north of the valley of Dere-Vuli, leaving the 
villages of Khan-Germela and Nowsud on the Persian side. For the remainder of the 
frontier as far as Sirvan, the Commission shall — by way of exception — delimit the 
ground, taking into consideration such changes as may have occurred there between 
the year 1848 and the year 1905. 

South of Sirvan, the frontier shall begin close to the mouth of the Chami- 
Zimkan, shall pass by way of the Beyzel (Bezel) mountain, and shall descend to the 
Chemi-Zerishk watercourse. Next, following the watershed between this last-named 
watercourse and the river which, rising in the Bend-Bemo, bears, according to the 
identic map, the name of Pushti-Gherav (Arkhevendu), it shall ascend to the sumit 
of Bend-Bemo. 
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After following the ridge of Bamu (Bemo), the frontier, on reaching the defile of 
Derbendi-Dehul (Derbendi-Hur), shall follow the course of the Zengeneh (Abbasan) 
river as far as the point nearest to the summit of the Shevaldir (astronomical point) 
and situate below the village of Mamyshan. It shall ascend this summit and shall next 
pass by way of the crests of the hills forming a watershed between the plains of 
Tileku and Serkaleh, then by way of the chains of Khuli-Baghan, Jebel-Ali-Beg, 
Bender-Chok-Chermik, Sengler, and Asengueran, as far as the point in the Tengi- 
Hammam defile situate opposite the northern extremity of the Karawiz mountains. 

Thence the frontier shall follow the course of the river Kuretu as far as the village 
of that name. The future of the village of Kuretu shall be decided by the Delimitation 
Commission on the basis of the nationality of its inhabitants. Thence the frontier 
shall pass by way of the road between the villages of Kuretu and Kush-Kurrek, then 
along the crests of Mounts Kishka and Ak-Dag, and then, leaving Kala-Sebzi in Per- 
sia, it shall turn southwards as far as the Ottoman post of Kanibez. Thence it shall 
follow the course of the Elvend river upstream as far as the point a quarter of an 
hour’s distance downstream from its confluence with the Gilan watercourse; from 
that point it shall continue as far as the Naft-Su, skirting the Ab-Bakhshan in accor- 
dance with the line agreed upon with the late Mahmud Shefket Pasha and shown 
roughly on the map annexed to the note of the Imperial Russian Embassy dated 
August Sth (18th), 1913, and leaving Naft-Mukataasy to Turkey. Thence, the 
frontier-line, following the Naft-Deressi, on reaching the point where the Kassri- 
Shirin road cuts that waterway, shall continue along the mountains of Varbulend, 
Koherigh-Keleshuvan, and Jebel-Gerebi (the extension of the Jebeli-Hamrinach in). 

The Delimitation Commission shall draw up a special agreement for the distribu- 
tion of the Gengir (Sumar) waters between the parties concerned. 

The part of the frontier between Mendeli and the northern point of the line in- 
dicated in the declaration made in London on July 29th (Shuaib) between Hakky 
Pasha and Sir E. Grey not having yet been discussed in detail, the undersigned leave 
the establishment of that part of the frontier to the Delimitation Commission. _ 

As regards delimitation from the region of Hawizeh as far as the sea, the 
frontier-line shall start from the place called Umm-Shir, where the Khor-el-Duvel 
divides from the Khor-el-Azem. Umm-Shir is situate east of the junction of the 
Khor-el-Muhaisin with the Khor-el-Azem, nine miles north-west of Bisaitin, a place 
situate at latitude 31° 43’ 29”. From Umm-Shir, the line shall turn south-westwards 
as far as longitude 45° at the southern extremity of a small lake known also by the 
name of Azem and situate in the Khor-el-Azem some distance north-west of Shuaib. 
From this point the line shall continue to the south along the marsh as far as latitude 
31°, which it shall follow directly eastwards as far as a point north-east of Kushk-i- 
Basra, so as to leave this place in Ottoman territory. From this point the line shall go 
southwards as far as the Khaiian canal at a point between the Nahr-Diaiji and the 
Nahr-Abu’1-Arabid; it shall follow the medium filum aquoe of the Khaiyin canal as 
far as the point where the latter joins the Shatt-al-Arab, at the mouth of the Nahr- 
Nazaileh. From this point the frontier shall follow the course of the Shatt-al-Arab as 
far as the sea, leaving under Ottoman sovereignty the river and all the islands 
therein, subject to the following conditions and exceptions: 


(a) The following shall belong to Persia: (1) the island of Muhalla and the 
two islands situate between the latter and the left bank of the Shatt-al-Arab (Per- 
sian bank of Abadan); (2) the four islands between Shetait and Maawiyeh and 
the two islands opposite Mankuhi which are both dependencies of the island of 
Abadan; (3) any small islands now existing or that may be formed which are con- 
nected at low water with the island of Abadan or with Persian terra firma below 
Nahr-Nazaileh. 
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(b) The modern port and anchorage of Muhammara, above and below the 
junction of the river Karun with the Shatt-al-Arab, shall remain within Persian 
jurisdiction in conformity with the Treaty of Erzerum; the Ottoman right of 
usage of this part of the river shall not, however, be affected thereby, not shall 
Persian jurisdiction extend to the parts of the river outside the anchorage. 


(c) No change shall be made in the existing rights, usages and customs as 
regards fishing on the Persian bank of the Shatt-al-Arab, the word “bank” in- 
cluding also the lands connected with the coast at low water. 


(d) Ottoman jurisdiction shall not extend over the parts of the Persian coast 
that may be temporarily covered by water at high tide or by other accidental 
causes. Persian jurisdiction, on its side, shall not. be exercised over lands that 
may be temporarily or accidentally uncovered when the water is below the nor- 
mal low-water level. 


(e) The Sheik of Mohammara shall continue to enjoy in conformity with the 
Ottoman laws his rights of ownership in Ottoman territory. 


The frontier-line established in the declaration is shown in red on the map annex- 
ed hereto. ! 

The parts of the frontier not detailed in the above-mentioned frontier-line shall 
be established on the basis of the principle of the status quo, in conformity with the 
stipulations of Article 3 of the Treaty of Erzerum. 


II. 


The frontier-line shall be delimited on the spot by a Delimitation Commission, 
consisting of commissioners of the four Governments. 

Each Government shall be represented on this Commission by a commissioner 
and a deputy commissioner. The latter shall take the commissioner’s place on the 
Commission in case of need. 


III. 


The Delimitation Commission, in the performance of the task devolving upon it, 
shall comply: 


(1) With the provisions of the present Protocol; 


(2) With the Rules of Procedure of the Delimitation Commission annexed 
(Annex (A))? to the present Protocol. 


IV. 


In the event of a divergence of opinion in the Commission as to the boundary- 
line of any part of the frontier, the Ottoman and Persian commissioners shall submit 
a written statement of their respective points of view within forty-eight hours to the 
Russian and British commissioners, who shall hold a private meeting and shall give a 
decision on the questions in dispute and communicate their decision to their Ot- 
toman and Persian colleagues. This decision shall be inserted in the Minutes of the 
plenary meeting and shall be recognised as binding on all four Governments. 


V. 


As soon as part of the frontier has been delimited, such part shall be regarded as 
finally fixed and shall not be liable to subsequent examination or revision. 


' Note by the Secretariat. — This map was not annexed to the memorandum from the Persian Government. 
2 For the text of the Rules of Procedures, see page 
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VI. 


As the work of delimitation proceeds, the Ottoman and Persian Governments 
shall have the right to establish posts on the frontier. 


Vil. 


It is understood that the concession granted by the Convention of May 28th, 
1901 (9 sefer, 1319, of the hegira), by the Government of His Imperial Majesty the 
Shah of Persia to William Knox D’Arcy and now being worked, in conformity with 
the provisions of Article 9 of the said Convention, by the Anglo-Persian Oil Com- 
pany (Limited), having its registered office at Winchester House, London (the said 
Convention being referred to hereunder as “the Convention” in the Annex (B) to the 
present Protocol), shall remain in full and unrestricted force throughout the ter- 
ritories transferred by Persia to Turkey in virtue of the provisions of the present Pro- 
tocol and of Annex (B) thereto. 


VII. 


The Ottoman and Persian Governments will distribute among the officials on 
the frontier a sufficient number of copies of the delimitation map drawn up by the 
Commission, together with copies of translations of the statement provided for in 
Article XV of the Commission’s Rules of Procedure. It is understood, however, that 
the French text alone shall be regarded as authentic. 


(Signed) LOUIS MALLET. 
EHTECHAMOS-SALTANEH MAHMUD. 
MICHEL DE GIERS. 

SAID HALIM. 


APPENDIX IV 


EXPLANATORY NOTE RELATIVE TO CERTAIN STIPULATIONS IN THE 
PROPOSED TREATY OF ERZERUM, ADDRESSED BY THE BRITISH AND 
RUSSIAN AMBASSADORS AT CONSTANTINOPLE TO THE OTTOMAN 
GOVERNMENT ON APRIL 26th 1847. 


The undersigned, representing the Mediating Courts of Great Britain and 
Russia, have had the honour to receive the identic note, with annex, which His Ex- 
cellency ’Alt Effendi, Minister for Foreign Affairs, was pleased to address to them 
on the 11th instant, relating to the Turco-Persian negotiations. 

The undersigned are highly gratified to note from the communication in ques- 
tion His Excellency’s statement, on behalf of the Sublime Porte, of the decision to 
issue instructions forthwith to the Ottoman Plenipotentiary at Erzerum to sign the 
articles of the Treaty with the Court of Persia unamended, according to the text 
drawn up by the Commissioners of the two Mediating Courts, as submitted for the 
acceptance of the Governments concerned by their plenipotentiaries at Erzerum, 
subject to explanations by the representatives of the said Courts at Constantinople to 
the Sublime Porte on certain points which the latter does not consider sufficiently 
clear. 

The points on which the Sublime Porte requires explanations are as follows: 


1. The Sublime Porte presumes that the clause of Article 2 of the draft Treaty 
ceding the city, port, and anchorage of Muhammara, and the island of Khizr, to Per- 
sia, cannot include either the territory of the Sublime Porte comprised! outside the 
city or the other ports of the Sublime Porte situate in these parts. 


1 The word “situate” (situées) is used instead of “comprised” (comprises) in the extract communicated to the 
Persian Envoy in January 1848. 
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The Sublime Porte is also concerned to know whether, under the terms of 
another part of the same article relating to tribes which, while actually belonging to 
Persia, may happen to be divided, one half being settled in Ottoman territory and 
the other half in Persian territory, it follows that those parts of the tribes which are 
in Turkey will also become subject to Persia, and the territory in their possession will 
accordingly also be ceded to Persia; and whether Persia will ever be entitled at some 
future date to dispute with the Porte the right to the possession of such territory. 


2. The Sublime Porte is concerned to know whether, under the existing terms of 
Articles 1 and 4, the Persian Government is entitled to include the pecuniary com- 
pensations as between the two Governments which it had entirely renounced, in the 
category of individual claims. The Porte understands these claims to apply solely to 
certain pasturage dues and to losses incurred by the respective subjects of the two 
Governments as a result of the activities of brigands and the like. 

The Sublime Porte further asks whether the Persian Government’s assent will be 
obtained on the question of fortifications added to Article 2, as also in respect of the 
passages regarding reciprocity which were omitted in Article 7 of the Commissioner’s 
draft. 


The undersigned Representatives, being anxious and bound to dispel the uncer- 
tainties of the Sublime Porte on all the above questions, hereby declare as follows: 


Ad 1. The anchorage of Muhammara is the part situated opposite the city 
of Muhamara in the Haffar Canal, and this definition is not susceptible of any 
other interpretation. 

The undersigned Representatives are further in agreement with the Ottoman 
Minister in the view that, in ceding to Persia in the region in question the city, 
port and anchorage of Muhammara and the island of Khizr, the Sublime Porte is 
not ceding any other territory or any other ports there may be in this region. 

The undersigned Representatives further declare that Persia will not be en- 
titled on any pretext whatsoever to put forward claims in regard to the regions 
situate on the right bank of the Shatt-al-Arab, or to the territory on the left bank 
belonging to Turkey, even where Persian tribes or parts of such tribes are 
established on the said bank or in the said territory. 


Ad 2. As regards the Sublime Porte’s apprehension that Articles 1 and 4 of 
the draft Treaty may be irregularly interpreted in such a way as to give rise to the 
revival by the Persian Government of the Pecuniary claims as between the two 
Governments, the undersigned Representatives hereby declare that, inasmuch as 
it is explicitly stipulated in Articles 1 and 4 of the draft Treaty that all claims of 
this kind from whatever source are, and are to continue to be, waived, there can 
be no resumption of the discussions on the matter in any case, and that only the 
claims of individuals will be entitled to satisfaction by the two Parties respective- 
ly; and, further, that the examination and validity of such individual claims will 
be subject, as agreed, to a special commission to be appointed ad hoc and that 
the decision as to what claims are to be regarded as individual claims will also 
have to be referred to this commission. 


In reply to the two subsidiary questions raised at the conclusion of His Excellen- 
cy ’Ali Effendi’s note, the undersigned Representatives believe that they are justified 
in stating that the Persian Government will readily agree to the insertion in Article 7 
of the clauses with regard to reciprocity of treatment to be observed by both Govern- 
ments in the mutual interest of their respective subjects, pilgrims and Consular 
Agents. As regards the question of fortifications, they can only express their per- 
sonal opinion that a reciprocal undertaking on the part of the two Mussulman 
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Governments not to fortify the banks of the Shatt-al-Arab would constitute one 
more guarantee of the maintenance of peaceful relations between the two countries, 
well calculated powerfully to cement the bonds of good will which it is the object of 
the Treaty in question to establish. 

The undersigned Representatives are accordingly entirely prepared to support 
the fulfillment of the wishes of the Sublime Porte on this point through the inter- 
mediary of their colleagues in Teheran; and they have reason to hope that their 
representations in this connection will not be without effect. 

At the same time, the undersigned Representatives are of opinion that the signa- 
ture of the Treaty might without inconvenience take place without waiting for the 
issue of the negotiations on the special point in question, as to which there would be 
no difficulty in appending subsequently an additional clause to the Treaty. 


The undersigned, etc. 
OUSTINOF, 
Pera, April 14th (26th), 1847. H. WELLESLEY. 


APPENDIX V 


REPLY OF THE OTTOMAN GOVERNMENT TO THE BRITISH AND 
RUSSIAN AMBASSADORS AT CONSTANTINOPLE. 


I am in receipt of Your Excellencies’ collective official note of April 14th (26th) 
last in reply to my official note to Your Excellencies asking for certain explanations 
on the subject of the Persian Treaty. 

Your Excellencies’ note states in regard to the territories and tribes to which Arti- 
cle 2 of the draft Treaty relates that, although the Sublime Porte agrees in this article 
to the retention by Persia of the city and port of Muhammara, the anchorage op- 
posite the city in the Haffar Canal and the island of Khizr, the Sublime Porte does 
not thereby cede any other port or territory in this region; and, further, that the Per- 
sian Government will not be entitled to put forward any claim to proprietary rights 
either in respect of the regions situate on the right bank of the Shatt-al-Arab or in 
respect of the regions belonging to the Sublime Porte on the left bank, even where a 
Persian tribe or part of such tribe is established in such regions; futher, that the 
claims as between the two Governments which are waived in their totality by both 
Governments under Article 1 will not be included in the category of individual claims 
to which Article 4 relates; and, further, that you have good grounds for hoping that 
the Court of Persia will readily agree to the insertion of the clause embodying the 
principle of reciprocity which was omitted in Article 7. 

The Sublime Porte is satisfied with the above official explanations and 
assurances; and His Majesty the Sultan, having complete confidence in the two 
Mediating Courts and in their Representatives, has ordered in the exercise of His 
Sovereign Will that instructions should be issued to His Excellency Enver Effendi, 
Plenipotentiary of the Sublime Porte at Erzerum, to sign the draft Treaty submitted 
by the Commissioners of the two Mediating Courts without amendment, on the 
understanding that the Court of Persia will accept the assurances which have been 
given by the Representatives of the two Mediating Courts to the effect that it will 
raise no claim going counter to those assurances, and on the further understanding 
that, in the event of any such claim being raised, the Treaty will be deemed to be null 
and void. 

It is for the purpose of bringing all the above considerations to Your Excellen- 
cies’ notice that this official note has been drawn up and is communicated to you. 


(L.S.) ES-SSAID MEHMED EMIN ’ALI. 
Jemaziyyu-l-evvel 29th, 1263. 
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APPENDIX VI 


NOTE FROM MIRZA MAHOMED ’ALI KHAN TO THE RUSSIAN AND 
BRITISH AMBASSADORS, DATED JANUARY 14th/3Ist, 1848. 


I hereby declare to Your Excellency that, in virtue of the mission with which I am 
entrusted by my Government for the exchange of ratifications of the Treaty of 
Erzerum, I concur entirely with the explanations given to the Porte by the represen- 
tatives of the two Mediating Powers with reference to the three first points of Your 
Excellency’s communication. I further declare with reference to the fourth point of 
the same communication that I have no objection to the insertion in Article 7 of the 
passages in regard to reciprocity of treatment to be observed by the two Governments 
in relation to their respective subjects, pilgrims and Consular Agents, and further 
that, in the matter of the fortifications, His Majesty the Shah agrees, that so long as 
Turkey refrains from the construction of fortifications on the right bank of the 
Shatt-al-Arab opposite Persian territory, Persia will for her part refrain from such 
constructions of the left bank, possession of which is assured to her under the provi- 
sions of the Treaty. 

In faith whereof I have signed these presents and sealed them with my seal. 


(Signed) MAHOMED. ’ALI. 
Pera, Sefer 23rd, 1264, corresponding to January 19th (31st), 1848. 
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ANNEX XIII 


FRONTIER TREATY 
Between 
The Kingdom of IRAQ and 
the Empire of IRAN 
With the Annexed Protocol Signed on 
4th July, 1937 in Teheran 
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FRONTIER TREATY 
BETWEEN THE KINGDOM OF IRAQ 
AND THE EMPIRE OF IRAN 


HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF IRAQ, of the one part 

HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY THE SHAHINSHAH OF IRAN of the other part, 
Sincerely desirous of consolidating the bonds of brotherly friendship and good 

understanding between the two States, and in order to settle definitely the frontier 

question between their two countries, have decided to conclude the present Treaty 

and for this purpose have appointed as their Plenipotentiaries: 


HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF IRAQ: 
His Excellency DR. NAJI AL-ASIL, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY THE SHAHINSHAH OF IRAN: 
His Excellency ENAYATOLLAH SAMIY, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 


who, having exchanged their full powers, found in good and due form, have agreed 
on the following: 


ARTICLE (1) 


The High Contracting Parties agree that the following documents, with the ex- 
ception of the modification specified in Article 2 of the present Treaty, are con- 
sidered valid and that They are bound to observe them: 


(a) The Protocol relating to the Turko-Persian Delimitation signed at Constantino- 
ple on November 4, 1913; 


(b) The Proceedings of the Commission of Delimitation of the Frontier of 1914. 


Having regard to the provisions of this Article and with the exception of the pro- 
visions made in the next following Article, the boundary line between the two States 
is that defined and traced by the above-mentioned Commission. 


ARTICLE (2) 


The boundary line on reaching the furthest point of Shoteit island (approximate- 
ly latitude 30° 17’ 25” North, longitude 48° 19’ 28” East) rejoins, in a line drawn 
perpendicularly to the low-water mark, the thalweg of Shatt-al-Arab and follows it 
as far as a point situated opposite the existing jetty No. 1 of Abadan (approximately 
latitude 30° 20’ 8.4” North, longitude 48° 16’ 13” East). From this point the boundary 
line rejoins the line of low-water and follows the tracing of the frontier as described 
in the Proceedings of 1914. 


ARTICLE (3) 


‘Immediately after the signature of the present treaty the High Contracting Parties 
shall appoint a Commission for the purpose of erecting frontier pillars, the location 
of which has been fixed by the Commission mentioned in paragraph (b) of Article 1 
of the present treaty and of fixing additional pillars, which it considers useful to 
erect. 

The composition of the Commission and the program of its work shall be fixed 
by a special arrangement between the two High Contracting Parties. 
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ARTICLE (4) 


The following provisions shall apply to the Shatt-al-Arab from the point where 
the land frontier of the two States descends into the said river as far as the open sea: 


(a) The Shatt-al-Arab shall remain open to merchant ships of all countries equally. 
All dues levied shall be in the nature of payment for services rendered and in- 
tended solely to cover, in an equitable manner, the expenses of maintaining the 
navigability, and improving the navigable channel and the approach, of the 
Shatt-al-Arab from the seaward side, or to meet expenditures incurred in the in- 
terest of navigation. The said dues shall be calculated on the basis of the official 
tonnage of ships or their draught, or both together. 


(b) The Shatt-al-Arab shall remain open to the passage of war ships and other 
vessels belonging to the two High Contracting Parties used for non-commercial 
purposes. 


(c) The fact that in the Shatt-al-Arab the boundary line sometimes follows the low- 
water mark and sometimes the thalweg or the medium filum aquae does not pre- 
judice in any way the two High Contracting Parties’ right of user in the whole 
course of the river. 


ARTICLE (5) 


The two High Contracting Parties, having a common interest in the navigation 
of the Shatt-al-Arab as defined in Article 4 of the present Treaty, undertake to con- 
clude a convention concerning the maintenance and improvement of the navigable 
channel, dredging, pilotage, dues to be levied, sanitary measures, measures to be 
taken for the prevention of smuggling, and all other matters relating to navigation in 
the Shatt-al-Arab as defined in Article 4 of the present Treaty. 


ARTICLE (6) 


The present treaty shall be ratified and the instruments of ratification shall be ex- 
changed at Baghdad as soon as possible. It shall come into force as from the day 
when this exchange takes place. 

In witness whereof the Plenipotentiaries of the two High Contracting Parties 
have signed the present Treaty. 

DONE at Teheran, in Arabic, Persian and French, of which, in case of dif- 
ference, the French text shall prevail, the fourth day of July, one thousand nine hun- 
dred and thirty-seven. 


(Signed) NAJI AL-ASIL. 


(Signed) SAMIY. 
PROTOCOL 


At the time of proceeding to the signing of the Treaty concerning the 
delimitation of the boundaries between Iraq and Iran, the two High 
Contracting Parties have agreed as follows: 


I 


The geographical coordinates shown approximately in Article 2 of the above- 
mentioned Treaty shall be definitely fixed by a Commission of experts composed of 
an equal number of members nominated by each of the High Contracting Parties. 

The geographical coordinates so determined definitely within the limits fixed in 
the above-mentioned Article shall be recorded in a proces-verbal which, after having 
been signed by the members of the above-mentioned Commission, shall be an in- 
tegral part of the Boundary Treaty. 
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II 


The High Contracting Parties undertake to conclude the convention mentioned 
in Article 5 of the Treaty in the course of one year from the entry into force of the 
Treaty. 

If, notwithstanding the efforts exerted by Them, this convention is not conclud- 
ed in the course of the year, this period may be extended by common agreement of 
the High Contracting Parties. 

The Imperial Government of Iran agrees that during the period of one year men- 
tioned in the first paragraph of this article and during the extension of this period, if 
this extension takes place, the Royal Government of Iraq shall undertake on the 
bases now in force all matters which are to be dealt with by this Convention. The 
Royal Government of Iraq shall, by means of biannual communications, keep the 
Imperial Government of Iran informed of the works carried out, the dues levied, the 
expenses incurred and of all other measures taken. 


Il 


The authorisation given by one of the High Contracting Parties to a war ship or 
other public vessel used for non-commercial purposes belonging to a third State to 
enter ports belonging to the said High Contracting Party and situated on the Shatt- 
al-Arab shall be regarded as having been given by the other High Contracting Party 
in order that such vessel may make use of its waters when passing through the Shatt- 
al-Arab. 

Nevertheless, that High Contracting Party who has given such an authorisation 
must inform the other Party thereof immediately. 


IV 


It is understood that subject to the rights of Iran in Shatt-al-Arab, nothing in this 
Treaty prejudices the rights of Iraq and its obligations undertaken towards the 
British Government regarding the Shatt-al-Arab in accordance with Article 4 of the 
Treaty dated June 30 1930, and paragraph 7 of its Annexure, signed on the same 
day. 


V 


The present Protocol shall be ratified at the same time as the Treaty concerning 
the delimitation of the frontiers of which it shall form, as an Annexure, an integral 
part. It shall come into force at the same time as this Treaty. 

The present Protocol is made in Arabic, Persian and French. In case of dif- 
ference the French text shall prevail. 


DONE at Teheran in duplicate, on the fourth day of July, one thousand nine 
hundred and thirty-seven. 


(Signed) NAJI AL-ASIL. 
(Signed) SAMIY. 
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ANNEX NO. 14 


ALGIERS DECLARATION 6th MARCH 1975 
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ANNEX XIV 
ALGIERS DECLARATION 6th MARCH 1975 
JOINT COMMUNIQUE BETWEEN IRAQ AND IRAN 


During the meeting in Algiers of the Summit Conference of the Member Coun- 
tries of OPEC and on the intiative of President BOUMEDIENNE, His Majesty the 
SHAHINSHAH of Iran and H. E. SADDAM HUSSEIN, Vice President of the 
Revolutionary Command Council of Iraq, held two meetings and had lengthy 
discussions on the subject of relations between the two countries. 

These meetings, which took place in the presence of President BOUME- 
DIENNE, were marked by great frankness and a sincere wish on both sides to reach 
a final and permanent solution to all the problems existing between the two coun- 
tries. 

In application of the principles of territorial integrity, the inviolability of borders 
and non-interference in internal affairs, the two contractual parties have decided: 
To effect a definitive demarcation of their land frontiers on the basis of the Pro- 
tocol of Constantinople, 1913, and the procés-verbaux of the Delimitation of 
Frontiers Commission of 1914. 

To delimit their fluvial frontiers according to the Thalweg Line. 

Accordingly, the two parties will restore security and mutual trust along their 

common boundaries, and hence will commit themselves to exercising a strict and 

effective control over their common boundaries with a view to putting a defintive 
end to all acts of infiltration of a subversive character no matter where they 
originate from. 

4. The two parties also agreed to consider the arrangements referred to above as in- 
tegral elements of the comprehensive solution. Hence any impairment of any of 
their components shall naturally be contrary to the spirit of the Algiers agree- 
ment. 

The two parties will remain in permanent touch with President BOUME- 
DIENNE who will offer, in case of need, the fraternal assistance of Algeria to imple- 
ment the decisions which have been taken. 

The parties have decided to reestablish traditional ties of good neighbourliness 
and friendship, particularly by the elimination of all negative factors in their rela- 
tions, the continuous exchange of views on questions of mutual interest and the 
development of mutual cooperation. 

The two parties solemnly declare that the area should be kept free from any out- 
side interference. 

The Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Iran and Iraq met in the presence of the 
Algerian Foreign Minister on 15 March 1975 in Teheran to fix the details of work for 
the Joint Iraqi-Iranian Commission created to implement the decisions reached 
above by mutual agreement. 

In accordance with the wishes of both parties, Algeria will be invited to all the 
meetings of the Joint Iraqi-Iranian Commission. 

The Joint Commission will draw up its timetable and work-plan so as to meet, in 
case of need, alternatively in Baghdad and Teheran. 

His Majesty the SHAHINSHAH has accepted with pleasure the invitation which 
has been conveyed to him, on behalf of H.E. President AHMED HASSAN EL- 
BAKR, to make an Official visit to Iraq; the date of this visit will be fixed by mutual 
agreement. 

Furthermore, H.E. SADDAM HUSSEIN has agreed to make an Official visit to 
Iran on a date to be agreed between the two parties. 

His Majesty the SHANINSHAH and H.E. Vice President SADDAM HUSSEIN 
wish to thank particularly and warmly President HOUARI BOUMEDIENNE who, 
acting from fraternal and disinterested motives, has facilitated the establishment of 
direct contacts between the leaders of the two countries and, as a result, has con- 
tributed to the establishment of a new era in relations between Iran and Iraq in the 
higher interest of the future of the region concerned. 


Algiers, 6 March 1975 


WN 
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ANNEX XV 


TREATY ON INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARIES 
AND GOOD NEIGHBOURLINESS 
BETWEEN 
IRAQ AND IRAN SIGNED ON 
June 13, 1975 
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[Translation — Traduction] 
TREATY CONCERNING THE STATE FRONTIER AND 
NEIGHBOURLY RELATIONS BETWEEN IRAN AND IRAQ 


His Imperial Majesty the Shahinshah of Iran, 
His Excellency the President of the Republic of Iraq, 


Considering the sincere desire of the two Parties as expressed in the Algiers 
Agreement of 6 March 1975, to achieve a final and lasting solution to all the pro- 
blems pending between the two countries, 


Considering that the two Parties have carried out the definitive redemarcation of 
their land frontier on the basis of the Constantinople Protocol of 1913 and the 
minutes of the meetings of the Frontier Delimitation Commission of 1914 and have 
delimited their river frontier along the thalweg, 


Considering their desire to restore security and mutual trust throughout the 
length of their common frontier, 


Considering the ties of geographical proximity, history, religion, culture and 
civilization which bind the peoples of Iran and Iraq, 


Desirous of strengthening their bonds of friendship and good neighbourliness, 
expanding their economic and cultural relations and promoting exchanges and 
human relations between their peoples on the basis of the principles of territorial in- 
tegrity, the inviolability of frontiers and non-interference in internal affairs, 


Resolved to work towards the introduction of a new era in friendly relations bet- 
ween Iran and Iraq based on full respect for the national independence and sovereign 
equality of States, 


Convinced that they are helping thereby to implement the principles and achieve 
the purposes and objectives of the Charter of the United Nations, 


Have decided to conclude this Treaty and have appointed as their pleni- 
potentiaries: 


His Imperial Majesty the Shahinshah of Iran: 
His Excellency Abbas Ali Khalatbary, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Iran. 


His Excellency the President of the Republic of Iraq: 
His Excellency Saadoun Hamadi, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Iraq. 


Who, having exchanged their full powers, found to be in good and due form, 
have agreed as follows: 


ARTICLE 1 


The High Contracting Parties confirm that the State land frontier between Iraq 
and Iran shall be that which has been redemarcated on the basis of and in accordance 
with the provisions of the Protocol concerning the redemarcation of the land fron- 
tier, and the annexes thereto, attached to this Treaty. 
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ARTICLE 2 


The High Contracting Parties confirm that the State frontier in the Shatt Al 
Arab shall be that which has been delimited on the basis of and in accordance with 
the provisions of the Protocol concerning the delimitation of the river frontier, and 
the annexes thereto, attached to this Treaty. 


ARTICLE 3 


The High Contracting Parties undertake to exercise strict and effective perma- 
nent control over the frontier in order to put an end to any infiltration of a subver- 
sive nature from any source, on the basis of and in accordance with the provisions of 
the Protocol concerning frontier security, and the annex thereto, attached to this 
Treaty. 


ARTICLE 4 


The High Contracting Parties confirm that the provisions of the three Protocols, 
and the annexes. thereto, referred to in articles 1, 2 and 3 above and attached to this 
Treaty as an integral part thereof shall be final and permanent. They shall not be in- 
fringed under any circumstances and shall constitute the indivisible elements of an 
over-all settlement. Accordingly, a breach of any of the components of this over-all 
settlement shall clearly be incompatible with the spirit of the Algiers Agreement. 


ARTICLE 5 


In keeping with the inviolability of the frontiers of the two States and strict 
respect for their territorial integrity, the High contracting Parties confirm that the 
course of their land and river frontiers shall be inviolable, permanent and final. 


ARTICLE 6 


1. In the event of a dispute regarding the interpretation or implementation of 
this Treaty, the three Protocols or the annexes thereto, any solution to such a dispute 
shall strictly respect the course of the Iraqi-Iranian frontier referred to in articles 1 
and 2 above, and shall take into account the need to maintain security on the Iraqi- 
Iranian frontier in accordance with article 3 above. 


2. Such disputes shall be resolved in the first instance by the High Contracting 
Parties, by means of direct bilateral negotiations to by held within two months after 
the date on which one of the Parties so requested. 


3. Ifno agreement is reached, the High Contracting Parties shall have recourse, 
within a three-month period, to the good offices of a friendly third State. 


4. Should one of the two Parties refuse to have recourse to good offices or 
should the good offices procedure fail, the dispute shall be settled by arbitration 
within a period of not more than one month after the date of such refusal or failure. 


5. Should the High Contracting Parties disagree as to the arbitration pro- 
cedure, one of the High Contracting Parties may have recourse, within 15 days after 
such disagreement was recorded, to a court of arbitration. 


With a view to establishing such a court of arbitration each of the High Contrac- 
ting Parties shall, in respect of each dispute to be resolved appoint one of its 
nationals as arbitrators and the two arbitrators shall choose an umpire. Should the 
High Contracting Parties fail to appoint their arbitrators within one month after the 
date on which one of the Parties received a request for arbitration from the other 
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Party, or should the arbitrators fail to reach agreement on the choice of the umpire 
before that time-limit expires, the High Contracting Party which requested arbitra- 
tion shall be entitled to request the President of the International Court of Justice to 
appoint the arbitrators or the umpire, in accordance with the procedures of the Per- 
manent Court of Arbitration. 


6. The decision of the court of arbitration shall be binding on and enforceable 
by the High Contracting Parties. 
7. The High Contracting Parties shall each defray half the costs of arbitration. 
ARTICLE 7 


This Treaty, the three Protocols and the annexes thereto shall by registered in ac- 
cordance with Article 102 of the Charter of the United Nations. 


ARTICLE 8 


This Treaty, the three Protocols and the annexes thereto shall be ratified by each 
of the High Contracting Parties in accordance with its domestic law. 


This Treaty, the three Protocols and the annexes thereto shall enter into force on 
the date of the exchange of the instruments of ratification in Teheran. 


IN WITNESS WHEREOF the Plenipotentiaries of the High Contracting Parties 
have signed this Treaty, the three Protocols and the annexes thereto. 


DONE at Baghdad, on 13 June 1975. 


(Signed) (Signed) 
Abbas Ali Khalatbary Saadoun Hamadi 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Iran Minister for Foreign Affairs of Iraq 


This Treaty, the three Protocols and the annexes thereto were signed in the 
presence of His Excellency Abdel-Aziz Bouteflika, Member of the Council of the 
Revolution and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Algeria 


(Signed) 


PROTOCOL CONCERNING THE DELIMITATION OF THE 
RIVER FRONTIER BETWEEN IRAN AND IRAQ 


Pursuant to the decisions taken in the Algiers communiqué of 6 March 1975, 
The two Contracting Parties have agreed as follows: 
ARTICLE 1 


The two Contracting Parties hereby declare and recognize that the State river 
frontier between Iran and Iraq in the Shatt Al Arab has been delimited along the 
thalweg by the Mixed Iraqi-Iranian-Algerian Committee on the basis of the follow- 
ing: 


1. The Teheran Protocol of 17 March 1975; 


2. The record of the Meeting of Ministers for Foreign Affairs, signed at 
Baghdad on 20 April 1975, approving, inter alia, the record of the Committee to 
Delimit the River Frontier, signed on 16 April 1975 on board the Iraqi ship E/ 
Thawra in the Shatt Al Arab; 
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3. Common hydrographic charts, which have been verified on the spot and cor- 
rected and on which the geographical co-ordinates of the 1975 frontier crossing 
points have been indicated; these charts have been signed by the hydrographic ex- 
perts of the Mixed Technical Commission and countersigned by the heads of the Ira- 
nian, Iraqi and Algerian delegations to the Committee. The said charts, listed 
hereinafter, are annexed to this Protocol and form an integral part thereof: 


Chart No. 1: Entrance to the Shatt Al Arab, No. 3842, published by the British 


Admiralty; 

Chart No. 2: Inner Bar to Kabda Point, No. 3843, published by the British 
Admiralty; 

Chart No. 3: Kabda Point to Abadan, No. 3844, published by the British 
Admiralty; 


Chart No. 4: Abadan to Jazirat Ummat Tuwaylah, No. 3845, published by the 
British Admiralty. 


ARTICLE 2 


1. The frontier line in the Shatt Al Arab shall follow the thalweg, 1.e., the me- 
dian line of the main navigable channel at the lowest navigable level, starting from 
the point at which the land frontier between Iran and Iraq enters the Shatt Al Arab 
and continuing to the sea. 


2. The frontier line, as defined in paragraph 1 above, shall vary with changes 
brought about by natural causes in the main navigable channel. The frontier line 
shall not be affected by other changes unless the two Contracting Parties conclude a 
special agreement to that effect. 


3. The occurrence of any of the changes referred to in paragraph 2 above shall 
be attested jointly by the competent technical authorities of the two Contracting 
Parties. 


4. Any change in the bed of the Shatt Al Arab brought about by natural causes 
which would involve a change in the national character of the two States’ respective 
territory or of landed property, constructions, or technical or other installations 
shall not change the course of the frontier line, which shall continue to follow the 
thalweg in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 1 above. 


5. Unless an agreement is reached between the two Contracting Parties concer- 
ning the transfer of the frontier line to the new bed, the water shall be re-directed at 
the joint expense of both Parties to the bed existing in 1975-as marked on the four 
common charts listed in article 1, paragraph 3, above—should one of the Parties so 
request within two years after the date on which the occurrence of the change was at- 
tested by either of the two Parties. Until such time, both Parties shall retain their 
previous rights of navigation and of use over the water of the new bed. 


ARTICLE 3 


1. The river frontier between Iran and Iraq in the Shatt Al Arab, as defined in 
article 2 above, is represented by the relevant line drawn on the common charts refer- 
red to in article 1, paragraph 3, above. 


2. The two Contracting Parties have agreed to consider that the river frontier 
shall end at the straight line connecting the two banks of the Shatt Al Arab, at its 
mouth, at the astronomical lowest low-water mark. This straight line has been in- 
dicated on the common hydrographic charts referred to in article 1, paragraph 3, 
above. 
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ARTICLE 4 


The frontier line as defined in articles 1, 2 and 3 of this Protocol shall also divide 
vertically the air space and the subsoil. 


ARTICLE 5 


With a view to eliminating any source of controversy, the two Contracting Par- 
ties shall establish a Mixed Iraqi-Iranian Commission to settle, within two months, 
any questions concerning the status of landed property, constructions, or technical 
or other installations, the national character of which may be affected by the 
delimitation of the Iranian-Iraqi river frontier, either through repurchase or com- 
pensation or any other suitable arrangement. 


ARTICLE 6 


Since the task of surveying the Shatt Al Arab has been completed and the com- 
mon hydrographic chart referred to in article 1, paragraph 3, above has been drawn 
up, the two Contracting Parties have agreed that a new survey of the Shatt Al Arab 
shall be carried out jointly, once every 10 years, with effect from the date of 
signature of this Protocol. However, each of the two Parties shall have the right to 
request new surveys, to be carried out jointly, before the expiry of the 10-year 
period. 


The two Contracting Parties shall each defray half the cost of such surveys. 


ARTICLE 7 


1. Merchant vessels, State vessels and warships of the two Contracting Parties 
shall enjoy freedom of navigation in the Shatt Al Arab and in any part of the 
navigable channels in the territorial sea which lead to the mouth of the Shatt Al 
Arab, irrespective of the line delimiting the territorial sea of each of the two 
countries. 


2. Vessels of third countries used for purposes of trade shall enjoy freedom of 
navigation, on an equal and non-discriminatory basis, in the Shatt Al Arab and in 
any part of the navigable channels in the territorial sea which lead to the mouth of 
the Shatt Al Arab, irrespective of the line delimiting the territorial sea of each of the 
two countries. 


3. Either of the two Contracting Parties may authorize foreign warships visiting 
its ports to enter the Shatt Al Arab, provided such vessels do not belong to a country 
in a state of belligerency, armed conflict or war with either of the two Contracting 
Parties and provided the other Party is so notified no less that 72 hours in advance. 


4. The two Contracting Parties shall in every case refrain from authorizing the 
entry to the Shatt Al Arab of merchant vessels belonging to a country in a state of 
belligerency, armed conflict or war with either of the two Parties. 


ARTICLE 8 


1. Rules governing navigation in the Shatt Al Arab shall be drawn up by a mix- 
ed Iranian-Iraqi Commission, in accordance with the principle of equal rights of 
navigation for both States. 


2. The two Contracting Parties shall establish a Commission to draw up rules 
governing the prevention and control of pollution in the Shatt Al Arab. 


2. The two Contracting Parties undertake to conclude subsequent agreements 
on the questions referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 of this article. 
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ARTICLE 9 


The two Contracting Parties recognize that the Shatt Al Arab is primarily an in- 
ternational waterway, and undertake to refrain from any operation that might 
hinder navigation in the Shatt Al Arab or in any part of those navigable channels in 
the territorial sea of either of the two countries that lead to the mouth of the Shatt Al 
Arab. 


DONE at Baghdad, on 13 June 1975. 


(Signed) (Signed) 
Abbas Ali Khalatbary Saadoun Hamadi 
Minister for Foreign Affairs of Iran Minister for Foreign Affairs of Iraq 


Signed in the presence of His Excellency Abdel-Aziz Bouteflika, Member of the 
Council Revolution and Minister for Foreign Affairs of Algeria 


(Signed) 
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ANNEX XVI 


COMPLETE TEXT 
OF THE PRESS CONFERENCE 
HELD ON NOVEMBER 10 1980 
BY 


H. E. SADDAM HUSSEIN 
President of the Republic of Iraq 
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QUESTION: Do you believe, Your Excellency, that the war has lasted longer than 
Iraq had expected? How can you meet the requirements of a long war of attrition? 
Has the Soviet Union fulfilled its obligation under the Treaty of Friendship and 
Cooperation with Iraq? Has France implemented its contracts with Iraq? What are 
the results of the visit to Moscow and Paris by the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Tariq 
Aziz, and what are the aims of the visit? 

(Questions submitted by the French Press Agency; the Daily Telegraph of 
London; the Middle East of London; the British Broadcasting Corporation; The 
New York Times; The Washington Post; Ar-Raya of Qatar; the Daily Press of 
Austria; Radio Monte Carlo; the Jordanian News Agency; Ar-Riadh of Saudi 
Arabia; the National Daily of the Netherlands; the correspondent of the Voice of 
America; the Sunday Telegraph; Ad-Dustour of Jordan; Al-Watan Al-Arabi 
magazine; the Swiss News Agency; the Associated Press; Ad-Dustour magazine, and 
Le Point of France.) 


THE PRESIDENT: I welcome our Arab brothers, our friends, and all 
those who want to know the true state of affairs, in its human and 
other aspects. With regard to the war and whether we believe that it 
has lasted longer or shorter than expected, it is certain that you want 
to know—perhaps among other things—a basic point, namely, 
whether Iraq will be able to maintain its military victory if the war 
continues for long, and whether or not Iraq will be able to achieve the 
political results which will preserve its sovereignty and diginity, and 
strengthen the sovereignty, dignity and security of the Arabs. In reply, 
I should like to recall that, in modern times, the Arabs have been in- 
volved in many battles and wars, in all cases against their will, includ- 
ing the present war with Iran which started on September 4 this year 
and in which the Arab side is Iraq. 

The wars which the Arabs fought against the enemies of the Arab 
Nation, particularly or primarily the Zionist entity, were full of bitter 
experiences, but they give rise to some proud memories as well. Any 
intelligent Arab—and I mean one endowed with the kind of in- 
telligence that qualifies him to be or permits him to say that he is a 
responsible person with first line responsibilities, ought to make it his 
business to study the experiences of the Arabs in modern times in 
order to draw therefrom the lessons which will give him guidance in 
the battles in which he is engaged. The men of Iraq are in the forefront 
of the men whose duty it is to study the history of their nation, both 
ancient and modern. They must draw fruitful lessons from that 
history and reflect upon its every turn. Those Arabs who used to 
criticize their own people for the negative aspects of their wars with 
the Zionist entity must bear these aspects in mind when faced with a 
decision to confront an arrogant enemy who has forced them to go to 
war, and they should keep those lessons in view. 

Therefore, in describing the circumstances that confront the 
Arabs, I cannot speak as an Iraqi only, apart from any offense com- 
mited by one or another of those who have an Arab nationality now or 
in the future. Thus we consider the experience of Egypt in its war 
against the Tripartite Aggression of 1956 as our own. We also con- 
sider the Arab experience in the 1967 war, involving Syria, Jordan and 
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Egypt, as our own. And we consider the Arab war of 1973 against the 
Zionist entity, in which the Arabs were represented by Syria and Egypt 
in the geographical front-line, assisted by Iraq with its well-known 
military weight, as our own. In all these wars, there are fruitful 
lessons, both in their positive and negative aspects. Therefore, to 
say —as was Said in the past—that the enemy was expected from the 
east but it came from the west or that it was expected from the north 
but it came from the south, cannot be a justification for us today if we 
failed to achieve victory in our battle against our new enemy. 
Likewise, to say that the enemy was not expected to be able to 
mobilize its reserves in less than a week but it mobilized them in five 
days cannot be an excuse for us now if we failed to make precise 
calculations. Now it is being said that we expected our reserves to meet 
our needs for two months but the war has extended for four months 
and, therefore, our calculations proved to be inaccurate; this again 
cannot be an excuse for not achieving victory in our present battle 
with the new enemy, nor can it be an excuse for failing to make ac- 
curate calculations. 

Accordingly, we would like to tell you in all frankness and honesty 
that we are satisfied with our calculations in respect of our new enemy 
who has imposed upon us this war which we have accepted with 
honour. Our calculations are still correct. Moreover, the positive 
elements which have emerged in our favour on the Arab, international 
and Iraqi levels, in all their technical and non-technical facets, have 
proved to be far better than what we had calculated on paper when we 
took the decision on confrontation. You may say that this statement 
could be inaccurate because you may have heard similar statements 
from other parties; but let me put a question to you: what time in par- 
ticular do you have in mind? Two months have passed since the start 
of the war. This makes it the longest war in the history of modern war- 
fare between two states since the end of World War II, with the excep- 
tion of wars of liberation. The latter have a different significance and 
are waged in different conditions. For two months now, we have been 
fighting the arsenal which the United States of America and other 
states had tried to provide with all the sophisticated achievements of 
science and technology to serve all defensive fortifications. It includes 
the military plans stored in the vaults of Iran today, and all the exper- 
tise of CENTO before the fall of the Shah. We have been fighting 
them for two months, and for two months we have been consolidating 
our military positions and making further advancement. You may say 
the operation is being too slow—at first you said it was too fast (I 
mean some of you, not all of you). Yes, too fast, and that the Iraqis 
had rushed into action without proper calculations as to the state of 
their own lines of communication or the defense arrangements which 
the enemy would take. Then you, or some of you, began to criticize 
us, contending that we had been too slow. There were those who said 
that this was because we were following Soviet doctrine, and others 
who said we were following Western doctrine, and others still who 
said we were following Oriental doctrine. As a matter of fact, 
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brethren, we have been following Iraqi-Arab doctrine. We have been 
drawing on our experience and on all the lessons learnt by the Arabs. 
All the Arabs deserve credit for the results we have achieved. Even 
those who are behaving badly today may have contributed technically 
to these results by forcing us to make more precise calculations. Of 
course, we were not surprised to see the bad; it was the good, or some 
of the good who came as a surprise to us. Their numbers, both on the 
Arab and international levels, turned out to be far greater than what 
we had expected. When faced with a certain situation, this coun- 
try —its men, its organizations, its people, its leadership, its responsi- 
ble officials at all levels —has always made its calculations by prepar- 
ing for the worst possibilities. 

The same quarters had expected that we would fail when the 
Declaration of March 1970 was issued; but we did not fail. They 
thought that we had taken a huge risk and that Iraq would 
disintegrate; but Iraq’s unity has grown even stronger. They predicted 
that we would fail in our nationalization of the petroleum industry 
and said that we had embarked upon a miscalculated venture; but we 
have succeeded. They built high hopes on a conflict between what they 
termed the civilians and the military; but their hopes have not been 
realized. They expected that we would fail in our war against the 
pockets of retrogression in 1974, which had lasted for twelve months; 
but we won and their calculations were proved wrong. Similar expec- 
tations were promoted by the very same quarters during the first week 
or five days of the war, and that before receiving instructions from the 
centre — particularly under the influence of the Zionist machinery, the 
Zionist entity and the Zionist institutions. We were fully aware of this 
and-we said as much at the Command Headquarters. We said that the 
calm prevailing in the mass media in that earlier stage was due only to 
the fact that those quarters had been taken by surprise. Once they 
received instructions from the centre, the Zionists in particular and all 
those who do not wish to see Iraq win the war or the Arab Nation rise, 
would start to sow the seeds of doubt. We said that the tune would 
change, and it did. Now I am not speaking about those of you who ask 
questions. On the contrary, we are always grateful for those who ask 
questions because inquiries, requests for clarification and discussion 
are indispensable ways and means for knowing the truth. But we are 
not pleased with those who know the truth yet deviate or keep away 
from it or refrain from telling it. Try to visit the Abadan-Muhammar, 
Muhammara-Al Ahwaz and Muhammara-Dizful sectors: you will see 
dozens of kilometers of newly paved roads. These roads have been 
built by Iraq, not by the Iraqi military authorities but rather by the 
Iraqi civilian services behind the Army lines. That is because here in 
Iraq every one fights in his own way: the engineer, the military officer, 
the soldier, the People’s Army, the shovel driver, the tractor driver. 
The farmer fights on his land; and the artist, the writer, the man of let- 
ters, the journalist, each and every one of them fights from his posi- 
tion. And the children of Iraq whom you see performing civilian 
defence duties. . . they share a great part of the credit of waging the 
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battle. You will see these dozens of kilometers of roads built behind 
the Army lines. You will see that they have been built with an eye to 
winter conditions, to the possible changes in the waters of the Ad-Daz 
Dam whether by human will or the action of nature, to the fluctua- 
tions in the Karkha River, again whether by human will or through 
natural changes, and to rainfall in winter. 

The war broke out on September 4, 1979. It was started by the 
Iranian enemy against our people and against our country. September 
is not a winter month. Yet, only one week or ten days after September 
22—the day on which our land forces marched into Iranian territory 
and the hostilities assumed large-scale dimensions— work started on 
the building of roads, on earthworks and on linking the paved roads 
to the administrative centres of the Iraqi Army which was fighting in 
Dizful, Al-Ahwaz, Muhammara, Abadan, Qasr Shireen, Mehran and 
other areas. Had we not built the roads, you would have said: look at 
those countries of the third world, they never make calculations like 
the big powers or like those who are well-versed in science, who have a 
full grasp of it and who know how to use it. You might have said this 
about the Arabs. I am sure the Zionist entity and other Zionist circles 
would be saying: Just look at those Arabs! They have not accounted 
for the winter season, the Ad-Daz Dam and other Iranian rivers whose 
condition could change through the action of nature or by human ef- 
fort. Perhaps now that we are telling you that we have built roads, you 
will conclude that the Iraqis are determined not to leave those lands. I 
would like to tell you, however, that we are always guided in our ac- 
tions by this holy tradition: “work for your life in this world as if you 
are going to live forever, and work for the hereafter as if you are going 
to die tomorrow.” Accordingly, our mothers and our children would 
not forgive us if we were to say: “we are sorry, we did not think of 
winter and we cannot predict the changes of nature.” 

Consequently, with the help of God, we shall always remain true 
to the trust that the Iraqi people have placed in our ability to make ac- 
curate calculations and to conduct our affairs wisely. On this basis, let 
me tell you that no matter how long the war will last, we will be equal 
to it, although I must emphasize here that we wish it had never oc- 
cured. This wish is not motivated by fear (that must be clear by now) 
nor by weakness (this too, is now clear) but by the fact that we take a 
responsible attitude towards the affairs of our country, the interests of 
the Arab Nation and the interests of mankind in this sensitive part of 
the world. Whenever we act in the national interest, we can never ex- 
clude from our calculations the interests of the Arab Nation as a 
whole and the interests and security of humanity. We, therefore, want 
stability for this region. We had sought by all means to keep it away 
from armed conflicts, having the Arab Gulf area especially in 
mind —an area which is so sensitive to world interests, both those of 
developed and those of third world countries. Unfortunately, we have 
not been able to do so, as conflict cannot be decided by our will alone. 
To keep the region free of conflict, it was necessary that our will and 
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that of the Iranians should agree on seeking the same objective; but 
this was not the case. Iran’s was a sinister, irresponsible will, full of ar- 
rogance and conceit. The Iranians imagined that it was possible for 
them to make servants of the Arabs of the Gulf who would be ready to 
do their bidding simply because Iran is bigger in size than the states 
and principalities of the Gulf. They seem to have forgotten that Iraq is 
there, or they may even have imagined that they could make Iraq, too, 
a servant of theirs, a small and lowly follower. This was also how they 
concieved their relations with the rest of the Arab countries. 

They forgot that the will of the Arab man has been resurrected 
anew, at least in this land. Iraq alone can repel this evil danger coming 
from Iran. Yet, Iraq does not stand alone. Good will towards us ap- 
peared on all sides among the Arabs. I will tell you frankly—and I 
hope that none will be upset or annoyed by my saying so—that this 
came as a surprise to us. I hope you do not think—given this 
statement —that anyone has sent troops to fight on our side. No, we 
have not requested that and nobody has done so: not that there is 
anything wrong with it; otherwise, how can we justify the Iraqi army 
fighting side by side with the Syrian army, if there is something wrong 
with an Arab standing by another Arab against a foreigner who is 
jeopardizing the security, sovereignty, honour, dignity and interests of 
the Arabs? It is not that we want to dispense with Arab assistance 
because we think there is anything wrong or inadmissible in it; but 
rather it is that the efforts of the Iraqis are enough to withstand this 
accursed foreigner. We have the ability to do it on our own; and it is 
enough for us to have the honour of conducting the battle on behalf of 
all the Arabs. An Iraqi individual equals ten of the enemy, perhaps 
more; otherwise, how can we explain the victory of 13 million people 
over a people three times their number? It is because they uphold the 
honour and carry out the mission of their nation. Therefore, I say that 
every Arab, wherever he may be, shares credit in the results of this 
battle, and not the Iraqis alone who have had the honour of fighting 
the enemy. 

The history of the Arab Nation has been a basic motivating force 
for us all in achieving victory. Regardless of all its negative aspects, 
the present state of our nation, if examined responsibly, would be 
found to contain such incentives as have helped us to achieve victory 
in our battles against the Persian regime, this arrogant, even suspect 
regime (all its sloganeering notwithstanding). Thus, in reply to this 
question, I would state that whether the war lasts for a longer or a 
shorter time, we shall continue to be satisfied with our calculations 
and we shall continue to be able to deal with the variables in the same 
spirit that inspired us from the very first day we accepted and joined 
the battle. , 

As to whether the Soviet Union has fulfilled its obligations, 
whether France has implemented its contracts, and what the results of 
the visit to Moscow and Paris by Mr. Tariq Aziz are, I would say that 
our relations with the world are classified into levels and degrees. The 
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world is divided into sectors, and our relations with it are of various 
degrees. Thus we have relations with some who, in the context of in- 
ternational relations are called friends; with others, we have normal 
relations; and there are those who might be called opponents or 
enemies. France and the Soviet Union fall into the first category. With 
them we maintain broad relations in the military, political, economic 
and cultural fields. There is nothing in the Friendship and Coopera- 
tion Treaty which we have with the Soviet Union that requires us to 
defend the Soviet Union when it has a conflict with a foreign power, 
Or requires it to defend us when we have a conflict with a foreign 
power. Similarly, it is not part of our friendship with France that we 
should do thus and so on its behalf or that it should do thus and so on 
our behalf. 


QUESTION: Your Excellency said in your latest speech before the National Assem- 
bly that you were ready to withdraw your troops from Iranian territory as soon as 
Iran recognized Iraqi rights, adding that the prolongation of the war would entail ad- 
ditional rights to Iraq, over and above its rights before the war. Would you be kind 
enough to give a detailed account of those additional rights? 

(Questions submitted by the Agence France Presse; Radio Monte Carlo; The 
United News Agency of India; As-Siyasa of Kuwait; Al-Watan Al-Arabi magazine; 
Ad-Dustour magazine; the Swiss News Agency; Haute Parole of the Netherlands; 
Al-Arab of London; Al-Jazira of Saudi Arabia; Al-Jomhour Al-Jadid of Lebanon; 
Al-Thawra of Yemen; A/-Yaqza of Kuwait; Brandt Zeitung of Switzerland; and 
Salzburger Nachrichten of Austria.) 


THE PRESIDENT: I wonder what you would want us to tell you in 
detail about the additional rights. The world has witnessed many wars 
the political consequences of which, in some of their aspects, could 
serve as a guideline. One of the results of World War II, for example, 
is that those who cause a war must bear some of its consequences. So, 
how about those to whom you say: “Here is your land; we have de- 
feated you militarily, and we ask you to take your land back in return 
for the recognition of the rights of the Arabs and Iraqis as established 
in agreements and on the basis of the principle of the non-use of force 
against the sovereignty of others”, and they say in reply that they do 
not want to have it back! What can we do for them? Should we go to 
kiss the head of Khomeini? As long as we are fighting, we consider 
this land as falling within the arrangements needed for our defense 
and necessary to the maintenance of our security. Not all of the land 
may be necessary and, for that matter, we may find, as the war con- 
tinues, that we may need to add to it or to relinquish part of it. In all 
cases, however, the Iranian enemy must realize that a longer war en- 
tails additional rights, not only according to our own views but also 
according to the views of the world as a whole. What are these addi- 
tional rights? They will emerge in the course of future battles. They 
will become clearer within a year, or within six months, or two or 
three years from now. In other words, by the end of the war, they will 
become fully clear. But it is certain that those men who sacrifice their 
lives must have additional rights. 
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QUESTION: Is it true that Iraq did not commit all its forces to the war against Iran? 
Is it true that the strength of the Iranian Army took Iraq by surprise so that it had to 
alter its strategy for the battle from a quick to a slow war? What is your opinion on 
the types of armament used by the two sides and on the morale of the troops of the 
two countries? 

(Questions submitted by the Daily Telegraph of London; the Arbeiter- 
Zeitung and Die Press of Austria; Ar-Raya of Qatar; Al-Jazira of Saudi Arabia; A/- 
Watan Al-Arabi magazine; Al-Dustour magazine; the Jordanian News Agency; and 
Al-Dustour of Jordan.) 


THE PRESIDENT: I have no desire to talk negatively of the morale 
of Iranian fighters. I do not want to offend those of them who may be 
good, some of whom—whatever their relative number—may have 
been forced into the war and are fighting Iraq against their will. 
Morale, however, is governed by various considerations, foremost 
among which is: to what extent does the fighter believe in the justice of 
his cause. Secondly, to what extent does the fighter trust that the 
leadership under which he serves will not allow his blood to be spilled 
except in dire necessity and then only in defense of a cause which is 
more precious than blood, namely, honour, sovereignty and the rights 
of the homeland and the nation. Further, to what extent does the 
fighter trust the wisdom and ability of his leadership. Next to these, 
there are some other factors of a secondary nature. As we had ex- 
pected, and as is clear now, the Iraqis enjoy high morale and have 
deep faith. The gap between them and the leadership is very small, if it 
exists at all, in the sense that contact is maintained within and between 
the various levels of the hierarchy. 

The question of morale—which side enjoys a_ better 
morale—needs no complex calculations. Now, after two months of 
fighting, the results indicate clearly who has the better morale. What 
we can say unhesitatingly is that the Iraqis—women and children, 
young and old, men and women—of all sectors and professions are 
willing to fight until they achieve the required results, now that we 
have been forced to go to war. 


QUESTION: What is your opinion, Your Excellency, on the types of weapons used 
by the two states? 


THE PRESIDENT: The weapons we have are of good quality; so are 
the Iranian weapons. Both are good because both are supplied by the 
two most advanced countries in the world. Our weapons come 
primarily from the Soviet Union, while Iranian weapons come 
primarily from the United States. 

I do not want to talk about the quantity of weapons which we or 
the Iranians have because this is an unimportant point. What is impor- 
tant is that the weapons we have are sufficient for our purposes and 
have helped us to achieve whatever results we wanted to achieve. What 
we continue to have will be sufficient for us to carry on in the manner 
we have indicated. 
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These weapons are as effective as the hands of the men who use 
them. Weapons as such have no power of their own: they derive their 
power from the minds and blood of men and the skill of their hands 
and dexterity of their fingers. That is why we can say that the weapons 
in the hands of the Iraqis have done an excellent job. 


QUESTION: The war has not been limited to strikes at military targets. What is the 
extent of the damage which the war has inflicted on the Iraqi economy? When will 
Iraq be able to resume its national development plan? When will it resume the expor- 
tation of its oil? Are the Iraqi losses in the economic field larger than those of Iran? 
(Questions submitted by the Daily Telegraph of Britain; the Associated 
Press; Ar-Raya of Qatar; the Japanese Broadcasting Corporation; Die Presse of 
Austria; the Wall Street Journal of the United States; A/-Akhbar of Jordan; Ad- 
Dustour of Jordan; the Jordanian News Agency and Ad-Dustour magazine). 


THE PRESIDENT: We have already said what I am going to repeat 
now: Did the Allied Powers in World War II against the Nazis, con- 
fine themselves to strikes at military targets alone, namely, troops and 


military equipment? Did they not also bomb the facilities, installa- 
tions and services supporting the armed forces? It goes without saying 
that the scope of the facilities and services which become targets of at- 
tack could be extended or reduced as dictated by best judgment in 
light of the progress of hostilities, the stages reached, and the prevail- 
ing circumstances. Yet, it must be said that it was not we who started 
the attacks on the targets and services supporting the Iranian armed 
forces. It was the Iranians who started such attacks. They began by 
shelling targets which, by any standard, can only be considered 
civilian. They shelled heavily-populated cities without warning or 
justification. On September 4, they shelled Khanaqeen, Mendeli and 
Zarbatiya as well as the oil installations at Naft Khana. These actions 
are recorded in their official bulletins where they are spoken of with 
pride. Accordingly, it is our view that the war started on 4 and not 22 
September, and that our decision to go to war was a reaction to a war 
waged against us due to an Iranian decision which preceded our own 
decision to take up the challenge in the form of war. Prior to 
September 22, they had shelled civilian targets in Basrah, including oil 
installations, and admitted it in their communiques. Before respon- 
ding to Iranian attacks, we warned against a repetition of their action, 
with the threat of a counter-attack. You can refer to the communiques 
issued by the General Command of the Iraqi Armed Forces and the 
official communiques broadcast by the Iranian Radio and the Iranian 
News Agency to realize that it was the Iranians who started the shell- 
ing of exclusively civilian targets. 

You may say that we made strikes at Dizful and Ahwaz. Well, 
what can we do with the Guards of Khomeini? They flee the battle, 
avoid confronting the Iraqi Army, and go to hide in Dizful, Ahwaz or 
Abadan, from which they shell the Iraqi army. All we could do, none- 
theless, was not to forget our humanitarian responsibilities. We would 
allow some time to pass, give adequate warning over the radio and ask 
the inhabitants either to prevent the military and the Guards of 
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Khomeini from entering the cities and using them as bases for shelling 
the Iraqi Army, or to leave the cities if they were unable to prevent 
them, because we had to return fire. This is what we have done and 
this is what we shall continue to do. 

As to when Iraq will resume its activities under the national 
economic and social plan, I wonder who told you, and when, that Iraq 
had suspended its national plan? The national plan is going on. Today 
I visited the Ministry of Planning and had a look at the plan’s projec- 
tions for 1981, which will be submitted to us for approval. With the 
help of God, we shall proceed with the 1981 Plan at the beginning of 
1981 while the war is on. We are not to be distracted by the war, 
because if we were, and if the development we want for our country 
were to be interrupted, we would help realize a basic part of the 
designs of those who provoked the war, whether they are inside or 
outside Iran. In the forefront of those who instigated the war are the 
Zionist entity and World Zionism. 


You will ask about what happened to the Iraqi nuclear reactors. 
You will certainly ask this question. Let me tell you right now that 
whether the reactors have been wholly destroyed or partially damag- 
ed, the men who introduced them to our country in the first place are 
capable of acquiring better ones. 

My statement that the Zionist entity has its own aims in this war 
and had pushed the Iranians to unleash it is explained by the latter’s 
presistent offenses against Iraq and the Arab Nation. To force Iraq to 
lose its patience, they would shell the frontier posts. According to our 
official records, confirmed by our notes to the Iranian side, they 
Shelled these frontier posts on more than twelve occasions. Further- 
more, on more than forty occasions, their aircraft violated Iraqi air 
space. This is in addition to the bombs thrown at Iraqi children and 
students by members of the Iranian community in Iraq and the Ira- 
nian staff of official Iranian schools operating in Iraq under an agree- 
ment providing for the maintenance of schools for the children of the 
Iranian community in Iraq and schools for the children of the Arab 
community in Iran. 

Our plan continues to be implemented...I mean our annual plan. 
It is only natural that the plan should be affected a little by the depar- 
ture of some foreigners. Here I must say that the attitude of those 
companies which use the war as an excuse for not fulfilling their 
obligations in a responsible manner will be taken into account in our 
subsequent dealings with them. We shall not forget the attitude of the 
companies, states and individuals who take a positive attitude towards 
our just war. Meanwhile, we shall try not to forget those who take a 
negative attitude. I say we shall try, because we are kindhearted 
towards the Arabs, some of whom deal badly with us time and again, 
and yet we forget. This time, however, we shall try to remind ourselves 
and the Iraqis of the misdeeds of this or that party. 

Here I wish particularly to express my appreciation, first, for 
Yugoslavia, then for Bulgaria and Japan, because of their continued 
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implementation of their commitments in terms of the projects as- 
signed to them, and for all others who continue to implement their 
commitments. You know that our oil production is suspended, but 
you can tell the world and the Iranians that we are studying the ques- 
tion of resuming the pumping of oil as soon as the technical arrange- 
ments have been completed. When the pumping of oil resumes, all will 
know of it because tankers will come to take it. This 1s not a secret, 
otherwise we would not have told you about it. 

Who suffered more damage, we or the Iranians? There are always 
many elements that are needed for life, but these elements can be ar- 
ranged in degrees: there are those that are necessary and those that 
aren’t. This is a relative situation which varies from time to time, from 
case to case, from person to person, and from one social group to 
another. What is certain, however, is that sovereignty, dignity and 
national security enjoy the highest degree of importance. 


The paramount consideration is not how much damage our 
economy suffers, but rather how to maintain our dignity, sovereignty, 
honour and national security. The Iranians wanted to strike at Iraqi 
cities. They imagined they could do this because the axis between the 
Iranian borders and Baghdad is only from 100 to 120 kilometers long. 
They thought they could subject Baghdad to artillery fire after 
pushing forward for 60 to 70 kilometers. But now we have placed 
them under fire, and we shall continue to knock at their rotten heads 
until they come back to their senses or until the Iranian peoples find 
their way to choosing more sensible leaders, not for our own sake but 
for the sake of the Iranian peoples themselves. Those rotten heads 
have destroyed Iran and will destroy it even further as the war con- 
tinues. 

We would not be happy destroying Iran; but as long as Iran is an 
enemy we will be extremely pleased to see it destroyed, torn to pieces, 
or fragmented. However bad its condition might be, we would not be 
unhappy. However, as long as Iran is a friend, or at least minds its 
own business and leaves us be, we will be eager to see a unified and 
free Iran, which is free from harm and enjoys stability. _ 

You may have a question in your mind: is Iraq for the fragmenta- 
tion of Iran or for maintaining its unity? I tell you clearly that we are 
for its fragmentation, weakening, destruction and instability as long 
as it is an enemy of the Arab Nation and Iraq. This statement may 
seem to be undiplomatic, but it is the truth. It is the truth in my heart 
and the heart of every Iraqi, in my mind and the mind of every Iraqi 
and, I believe, in the heart, mind and conscience of every Arab who 
honestly loves the soil of the Arab homeland and breathes its fresh air. 
This is our attitude towards all our enemies, including, naturally, 
Iran. Good Iranians themselves must have a similar attitude. They 
would surely show concern for Iraq and its security and unity while 
the latter is a friend of Iran. The same is true of the Soviet Union, the 
United States of America, France and others. This is reality. When 
your neighbour is your enemy you wish him to be weak; when he is 
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your friend you wish him to be strong. Thus, we wish Turkey pros- 
perity, stability and permanent well-being because its place in the 
framework of our relationships is different than that of Iran. 

You ask: what do we have in mind for Iran? Your actual question 
is, however, whether, we as Iraqis, are determined to divide Iran. My 
answer would be yes, if we had so decided; but we have made no such 
decision. The war did not breake out with a view to dividing Iran. As 
far as we are concerned, it broke out in response to a war declared and 
waged by Iran against us, against our security and sovereignty and 
against the security, sovereignty and honour of all Arabs. Even some 
of those of Arab nationality who sided with Iran have been subjected 
to humiliating treatment by the Iranians. It seems that there are those 
who like humiliation. Needless to say, an Arab who takes the side of 
foreigners against another Arab would have to be servile. Some of the 
latter sent senior officials to Teheran who were kept waiting two 
weeks before the Iranians deigned to meet them and deal with them 
officially. Two full weeks. Their planes were kept cruising in the air 
for four hours before they were allowed to land, then they were kept 
waiting at the airport for I don’t know how many more hours. One 
should ardently wish that such servile people would side with the 
enemy for their people and all Arab people to see and know. 


You may say that the Iraqis would probably want to divide Iran. 
This was not one of our decisions when the war began. But if Iran con- 
tinues to be an enemy of Iraq and of the Arabs, then this prospect will 
have to be considered by Iraqi minds. 

The considerations to which I have referred must occur to the 
mind of the Iraqi or Arab planner. Were the Soviet Union — another 
neighbour of Iran—or France in our place, they would look at the 
matter in such a way. In any case, we shall continue to act responsibly 
with regard to the legitimate interests of the world and to international 
security, because we realize the critical importance of our region. We 
also realize that 60 percent of the world’s oil reserves is to be found in 
the Arab Gulf area and that a considerable proportion of oil is ex- 
ported from this area. Accordingly, we continue to emphasize the im- 
portance of free navigation through the Straits of Hormuz and the 
traffic lane in the Arab Gulf. Hence, it is not only in the interest of 
Irag (although itis one of its rights), and it is not only in the interest of 
the Arab Nation (although it is one of its rights) that the three Arab 
islands of Abou Moussa and the Greater and Lesser Tumbs, usurped 
in 1971, should be returned to their legitimate owner, the United Arab 
Emirates; it is also in the interest of the world and of everyone who is 
legitimately concerned with ensuring the security of the Arab Gulf 
area and the traffic lane in the Gulf and the Straits of Hormuz that 
those islands be returned to their owners and that the Iranian side 
recognize our rights in the Shatt-al-Arab and other usurped Iraqi ter- 
ritories in full, as well as the totality of Arab rights, and that the Shatt 
should be again, as it was in the past, an Iraqi and an Arab river. Half- 
solutions cannot serve the security of the area as long as those three 
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islands are in Iranian hands. The world should expect another Arab 
war against Iran to restore these islands to their owners. These are 
Arab islands; they are Arab territory and their nationality is Arab. 
That the concerned ruler is unable to recover them by force of arms or 
by some other means is a different question. Being an Arab is not 
defined in terms of nationality; it is defined in terms of conscience, 
mind and faith. When there is a usurped Arab land belonging, for ex- 
ample, to Jordan, Iraq considers itself as bearing the same respon- 
sibility for recovering it as Jordan, and a similar responsibility rests on 
the Sudanese, the Egyptians, the Syrians, and the Arabs in the Ara- 
bian Peninsula, in the Gulf, in the Arab Maghreb, anywhere and 
everywhere. 

As the situation has now developed into war, let all rights in dis- 
pute be settled so that the world may relax again, all relations may be 
established on clear foundations and the world’s legitimate interests 
may be secured. Otherwise, what, do you think, will be the world 
situation if war should break out again ten or five years from now, 
when the oil supply will be less than the demand? In such a case, the 
world will be faced with a major economic catastrophe or it will stand 
at the brink of a new world war. 

Consequently, since war has actually broken out between Iraq and 
Iran, let all rights be settled in a correct and legitimate manner so that 
the world may find rest and people, neighbours, and even the Ira- 
nians, may find relief. The Iranians themselves will be relieved when 
they relinquish the usurped rights of others and cease their prepara- 
tions for war and the prospects of war. The Iraqis, the Arabs in the 
Arab Gulf area, the Arabs everywhere in the whole world will all feel 
relieved. There would be no loser. No one will lose except Satan —not 
only the Great Satan, America, but the Satan residing in Teheran and 
in Qum, for this is the true Satan, the greatest Satan of them all! 

I have no criterion by which to determine who has lost more and 
who has lost less. Let me say only that you can see that the Iraqis are 
unconcerned about that...not in the sense that they have no statistical 
recognition of the meaning of loss; it is the mentality prevailing in 
Qum and Teheran which has no scientific realization of it. These men 
do not read newspapers; they do not watch television; they do not 
listen to the radio or go out to meet the people; they do not know how 
the people live; they do not know what it means to have shortages in 
supplies or to lose educational and social opportunities. Here, we 
realize the meaning of all these; but Iraqis have their eyes open — they 
are ever ready to protect their country’s skies, lands and waters, their 
men, women and children, and their economy. 

Economically we are in a very strong position. Our plan for the 
current year continues to be implemented. Our Five-year Plan will 
commence in 1981, involving billions of Dinars (not Dollars), in addi- 
tion to the current budget expenditures. We shall proceed with our 
plan even if oil should stop flowing for five years. We have weighed 
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and weighed matters, and all those days and nights of hard and ar- 
duous work for thirteen years on-end must bear their fruit. 

We enjoy international respect. We are trusted in all our dealings. 
But who can trust the gentlemen in Teheran? You may sign a contract 
with a bank today, but how can you be sure that you will not be told 
tomorrow day that your contract cannot be recognized because he 
who had signed it yesterday was not authorized to do so and had ex- 
ceeded his responsibility? They have done that already. As for us, we 
have invariably acknowledged our commitments and honoured our 
obligations. Believe me when I say that many states and banks are 
contacting us of their own accord to inquire about our financial re- 
quirements with a view to offering loans and credit facilities. We ex- 
tend our thanks to them. 

For us, development is a basic matter. We carried out our develop- 
ment programs— with the same degree of enthusiasm we are showing 
now—even when we were fighting the pockets of retrogression from 
March 1974 to March 1975. We went on with our development pro- 
grams while the fighting was going on. This time also, fighting and 
development will go hand in hand. Only then can we keep Iraq mighty 
and strong, capable of serving the Nation. 


QUESTION: Mr. President, are you satisfied with the attitude taken by the Arab 
States — of course, apart from Syria and Libya — with regard to the war between your 
country and Iran? Why haven’t the Gulf States shown their support for you, 
although they are more seriously threatened by Iran than you? 

(Questions submitted by Ash-Sharq al-Awsat; Ad-Dustour magazine; AI- 
Wattan Al-Arabi magazine; Al-Arab of London; A/-Ra’y of Jordan; the Jordanian 
News Agency; Ad-Dustour of Jordan; Al-Akhbar of Jordan and the Japanese 
Broadcasting Corporation.) 


THE PRESIDENT: Satisfaction is a relative matter. We should be 
satisfied with any position that measures up to ours, because we would 
take a similar position were Iran fighting any other Arab country. If 
Iran were fighting Kuwait, we would side with Kuwait, and support it 
with the force of arms, and our army would march into Iranian ter- 
ritories exactly as it has done now. We have a special perspective 
which, because of its uniqueness, you might not be able to unders- 
tand, particularly the non-Arabs among you. Our homeland is divided 
into 22 parts. None of you has his nation divided into 22 parts. Yet 
Zionism 1s afraid of us. And it should be, because ours is the land of 
prophets. It does not tolerate injustice, nor does it condone the 
desecrations by Zionism. The Arab Nation has been divided into 22 
parts by colonialism, Zionism and the powers whose interests lie in the 
fragmentation of the Arab Nation, and who are still attempting, 
through all sorts of ingenious methods, to divide it into at least 22 
more parts. This is only one element that shows how alive our Nation 
is. We are Iraqi Arabs. We have been and we still are at the service of 
the Arab Nation and its mission. This is true even of those ethnic 
groups living within Iraqi society. In this connection, our Party has 
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clearly maintained that the national particularity of any non-Arab 
groups within the Arab society does not stand in the way of our com- 
mon struggle. Non-Arabs are on the side of the Arabs in working for 
the sublime goals of the Arab Nation. 

As Iraqis, we fought by the side of other Arab countries in both 
the 1967 and 1973 wars. We would side with any Arab who fights a 
foreigner, regardless of whether or not the foreigner is the aggressor. 
You may say this is an unenlightened or a chauvinistic attitude. But 
no, we have no destiny, we have no future unless we strengthen our 
solidarity to such an extent. We would counsel the Arabs not to do 
harm to any foreigner. But when a foreigner tries to violate the 
sovereignty, the dignity, the interests or the security of any Arab we 
would always support the Arab with the force of arms. Not by publici- 
ty, but with the force of arms. 

This is the kind of attitude we expect from the Arabs, even if we 
do not make use of it. We do want this kind of willingness. We do 
want to see among the Arabs those who would say: here are my 
troops, here are my men, all ready to fight by your side in your battle. 
This is the attitude that would fill us with satisfaction. A lesser com- 
mitment is rated according to its degree, like religious faith. Our 
religious beliefs assign various degrees to faith according to the 
following saying: “He who amongst you witnesses an injustice shall 
oppose it by his hands; if he cannot, he shall oppose it by his tongue; 
and if he cannot still, he shall oppose it by his heart.” The weakest 
faith is that which opposes injustice by the heart alone. Arabs are 
classified into degrees on this basis, barring, of course, the official 
position of the quarters you referred to. It is a well-known position, 
otherwise I would not have mentioned it to you. I do not mind men- 
tioning it to Arabs, but it is very painful for one to mention it to non- 
Arabs. 

In any case, the position, of the Arab countries vary in degree. 
Generally speaking, however, the Arab as well as the international 
position turned out to be far more favorable then we had anticipated 
before accepting the challenge posed by Iran, in the light of the 
calculations based on preparing for the worst possibilities. 


QUESTION: There are reports to the effect that the United States is about to resume 
shipments of arms and spare parts to Iran and lift the economic embargo imposed on 
it. How would such a step affect Iran’s military position in the war? How would it af- 
fect your own military position in relation to Iran and your political and economic 
attitude towards the United States and the other states that restore their previous 
relations with Iran? 

(Questions submitted by the Daily Telegraph; the United Press; the British 
Broadcasting Corporation; the U.S. News and World Report; the American Broad- 
casting Corporation;. Al-Akhbar of Jordan; the Jordanian News Agency; Ada- 
Dustour of Jordan; Al-Ra’y of Jordan; Tass; Al-Raya of Qatar; the Observer of 
London; the Financial Daily of the Netherlands; A/-Arabi magazine of London; the 
Lebanese News Agency; Al-Jezira of Saudi Arabia; and the Turkish Press 
Syndicate.) 
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THE PRESIDENT: It wasn’t part of our calculations that America 
would be our friend in this war; and we are not intimidated when 
America or any other country suggests it would supply Iran with arms 
Or spare parts. They have already done that by way of a so-called 
black market. Have you ever seen a black market supplying F-14s, 
Phantoms, Chieftain tanks, or M-60s and so forth? I mean to say that 
before the war, I had never heard of a black market for sophisticated 
weaponry —including those supposedly dreaded spare parts—just 
around the corner, as if it were a common grocery. 

As you can see, we have decided not to be intimidated this time 
around. We have decided not to be frightened of any kind of arms 
that they might possess. Whatever weapon they may use against us 
will be matched by an equally effective weapon which we will use 
against them, and the contest will continue until they recognize our 
rights. Neither the spare parts coming to them from here or there, nor 
their vaunted weapons will make us budge from our position. To be 
honest with you, they have never been short of arms. What they have 
been short of are entirely different things, foremost among which is 
the fact that they are in the wrong. Right is not on their side. When an 
Iranian solider asks himself what he is fighting for, he cannot find a 
meaningful answer to his question. Now the Iranian soldiers are ask- 
ing Bani Sadr and Khomeini: “did you not tell us that we could reach 
Baghdad any time we wanted to? Why, then, could we not do so?” 

But, here, in Iraq, we did not delude our people. We acted neither 
rashly nor arrogantly; but we told them the truth, and the harshest 
thing we ever said was to vow that the blood spilled at the Mustan- 
siriyah University would not be in vain. 


Iranian soldiers were told that once the Iranian army marched 
towards Baghdad, we could never turn it back, and that at any mo- 
ment they chose, with a mere announcement on their part, the Ba’athi 
Government, as they call it, and Saddam Hussein, would fall. They 
claimed that whenever they issued a statement, everybody came out to 
applaud. As a matter of fact, the Iraqis did come out, but they were 
carrying knives in their hands. This is the honour of Iraq. This is their 
Iraqi character, and the Arab character. The Iranians now ask Bani 
Sadr: “Why did you drag us into this war? Why did you attack your 
neighbours? Why did you shell their towns? Why have you kept 
launching attacks on their outposts? The Iraqis were patient with you, 
and you found that they were capable of striking back at you without 
losing their patience. Yet, you attacked their cities until you made 
them lose their patience. The Iraqis have now expelled the Iranians; 
they have defeated them; they have bombarded them. Yet, they are 
magnanimously offering us back our conquered territory, providing 
that we simply observe good neighbourly relations with Iraq and 
respect its sovereignty and Arab sovereignty, all of which are 
legitimate matters.” 

As to the Iraqis, what question is there for them to ask us? In fact, 
there are no questions, because for us war is not a luxury; we went into 
this war against our will in defense of our security, honour, sovereign- 
ty and rights. Every Iraqi is fully satisfied, and this is a great gain. He 
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feels he is fighting those arrogant racists outside his own lands and 
deep inside their territory. He is protecting his women and children. 
Iraqi forces have advanced to a depth ranging from 20 to 110 
kilometers inside Iranian territory on a front that extends for 550 
kilometers. This alone is a great achievement, and has had the effect 
of saving Iraq’s economy from ruin, protecting its security and defen- 
ding its honour at one and the samie time. 

So much for this matter, and if it is supposed that the situation has 
lasted longer than it should, so be it. 

On the other hand, what has Khomeini to say to the Iranians? For 
two years now he has been lying to them. He has been telling them that 
the Iraqi people will receive the Iranian Army with open arms the mo- 
ment it enters Iraq. He has told them that the Iranian army can defeat 
the Iraqi Army and reach Baghdad. He has waged an unjust war. So, 
what has he to say to his people when faced with the logic of the Iraqi 
offer to give the Iranians back their land in return for their recognition 
of our own territory, to protect Iran’s security and respect its rights in 
return for a commitment by Iran to protect our security and respect 
our rights as well as those of other Arabs. I wonder what the answer of 
Khomeini or Bani Sadr will be to such questions. 

We shall not be intimidated by these spare parts, whether pro- 
cured by way of the black market or through regular channels. Let 
them procure F-16s if they so wish. We will be sure to shoot them out 
of Iraqi skies. Their F-14s proved to be no match for our MIG-2Is. 
Relying on the minds and blood of our loyal men, we shot down those 
F-14s in aerial combat. 

And those Phantoms with which you used to intimidate the 
Arabs—I mean you who are addressing questions to me, and those 
quarters which have threatened the Arabs with these planes. The 
Arabs are no longer afraid of them, nor are they afraid any more of 
cluster bombs, phosphorous bombs or Napalm. For each one of them, 
we have its counterpart. Should anyone think of chemical weapons, 
we would be ready, too. Whatever formula they might devise, we shall 
be within our rights to find a suitable counter-device. During this war, 
in this short period of just two months, the Iraqi mind has been able to 
make ingenious breakthroughs. This did not come as a surprise. We 
have already drawn your attention to the way the Iraqi mind has been 
able to work this time. It is not that we are in need of anything, but 
that we simply wanted to put the minds of our men to the test, and the 
results they achieved would do credit to far more advanced countries 
than our own. 

Countless numbers.of our men are rushing to the front. I cannot 
even tell you how many. Whether the front is in need of one million, 
or two million or three million men, we send the required number. To- 
day, the difficulty we face everywhere, and which is also faced by 
lower ranking party-members and officials, 1s that people volunteer- 
ing to go to the front exceed by far the number the front can absorb: 
The other difficulty is that we want to make room at the front not only 
for Iraqi men, but also for Iraqi women, who are equally insistent 
upon participating in the battle. 
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So, stop trying to intimidate us, because we shall not be in- 
timidated, and we have decided not to be intimidated. 

As to our attitude, it is only natural—and I should like to state it 
clearly here—that we shall try not to forget any negative attitude and 
shall deal with it by taking the proper stand, both now and in the 
future, whether in Iraq, in the Arab countries or even in the third 
world countries. We have our position in the third world, and we have 
our influence. We shall work against all those who take a negative at- 
titude in relation to us. On the other hand, a positive attitude, from 
any quarter whatever, will meet with the response it deserves on our 
part. 


QUESTION: How many Iranian prisoners of war are there presently in Iraq? How 
many non-Iranians have been captured by the Iraqi forces and what are their na- 
tionalities? How many Iraqi prisoners of war are there in Iran? Included in these 
questions are many queries concerning the Iranian Oil Minister. 

(Questions submitted by: Ar-Riyadh, Al-Jezira Al-Arabiya and Ad-Dustour 
of Saudi Arabia; the Jordanian News Agency; A/l-Akhbar of Jordan; Al-Wattan Al- 
Arabi magazine; Ad-Dustour magazine and A/-Yaqza magazine of Kuwait.). 


THE PRESIDENT: Why has the Iranian Minister become so im- 
portant to you or to those quarters which keep sending messages 
asking us for his release? Now, why should we release him? Did we 
kidnap him and bring him to Baghdad while he was sight-seeing in 
the streets of Paris? The man was captured with other prisoners of 
war in the field of operations, and he has been treated according to 
the codes of international law relating to prisoners of war. 

He will be treated like all other prisoners of war, and anyone who 
is thinking to intercede on his behalf would be well-advised not to do 
so. I would like to tell him through you that such a request would be 
unbecoming, unfair and without an objective ground. Is it because he 
is a cabinet minister? Suppose I go now to take a stroll in the streets of 
Teheran, wouldn’t Khomeini take me prisoner? 

The Iranian Minister of Oil is a prisoner of war, and he is subject 
to the codes of international law applicable to such prisoners. 

With regard to the number of Iraqi prisoners of war, I will not 
disclose it to you, because we intend to hold the Iranians to the 
number of Iraqi prisoners they claim, in their official communiques, 
to have captured. A day will come when we and the Iranians will sit at 
the negotiating table, with each party asking the other for the return 
of the prisoners it holds. We shall ask them for the return of as many 
prisoners as they have claimed, in their official communiques, to hold. 
That is why we are not going to correct these figures for you. As to the 
number of Iranian prisoners, it is quite large, running to more than 
several hundred. 
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QUESTION: What is your assessment of the state of the home front in Iraq and the 
effects it has on the battle front? Would it be possible to identify those persons who, 
according to Your Excellency, have either defected or betrayed the country, and to 
know whether they have acted on their own or had links to hostile organisations? 
Also, would it be possible to compare the home front situation in Iraq with that of 


Iran? 
(Question submitted by Ar-Rivadh of Saudi Arabia; A/l-Wattan Al-Arabi, 
Ad-Dustour, and Al-Arab of London). 


THE PRESIDENT: I will leave the comparison between the Iraqi and 
Iranian home fronts to you. Now that you are in Iraq, those of you 
who are foreigners are guests of the Iraqi people, and those who are 
Arabs are in their own country. We have nothing forbidden or pro- 
scribed. You can go wherever you may wish to go. The country and 
the people are there for you to see. Traverse the whole width of this 
country and meet the people. Look deep into the eyes of children and 
the eyes of those women who had the honour to become the widows of 
our noble martyrs or of those who are their mothers, their sisters, their 
brothers and their fathers. Watch them going about their daily chores 
or during air raids if you have the chance. The Iraqi people are unhap- 
py because there are no more air raids on Baghdad, Basrah or Kirkuk, 
the oil area. They complain that Iranian planes, which have become a 
sort of diversion for them, are no longer to be seen. Observe all the 
aspects of their daily lives, and you will draw the right conclusions. I 
hope, however, that you will report these conclusions faithfully. 

As to the Iranians, you may go to Teheran, to Dizful, to 
Muhamara—from our side of the lines of course, not theirs—then 
from Abadan on, you will have to have our permission, not theirs, but 
you may go, with our permission, to a point in Al-Ahwaz only 7 
kilometers away from the near edge of the city and a few kilometers 
more from Dizful (all within the framework of the established plan). 
You may also go to Qasr Shireen and Mehran. You may visit all these 
cities and towns with our permission, and we grant it to you right at 
this moment. Should you wish to obtain the permission of the Ira- 
nians, try your best with them; if they grant you admission to their 
country and allow you to travel freely, you will be able to see the situa- 
tion there for yourselves and draw the necessary comparison with the 
situation here. 


QUESTION: Would it be possible to identify those who have betrayed the country? 
THE PRESIDENT: We regard as traitor anyone who sides with the 
Iranian enemy or takes advantages of the state of hostilities to under- 
take military operations. The number of those found guilty of such 
conduct is so insignificant as to be not worth mentioning; otherwise 
you would have heard about it. In fact, we spoke of them before you 
heard about them from any other source because, with all due respect 
to your views, our people have first priority. That is why we always 
tell them the truth, and it is quite possible that you will report it in 
your countries. Some of our friends have asked how many are in- 
volved; they want to know if the number is 5, 10, 15 or 20. Why are we 
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supposed to tell? Our people know who the traitors are, and when 
they learn that a traitor has been punished, they know exactly why. 
Everything we do here, we do in broad daylight. We do not like dark- 
ness, unless it is that of the blackout imposed during air raids. 

As to the number of defectors, believe me when I say I have no 
recollection of more than 4 or 5 among those charged with the honour 
of military duty. You understand, I presume, how insignificant this 
number is in such a war. Nevertheless, I haven’t forgotten to tell the 
men and women of Iraq that such individuals, however few, have no 
place in our ranks. Even a son could act as a stimulus to his father: 
were his morale to falter, the fear of the taunts to which his children 
would be exposed at school, were their father to back out from our 
sacred war, is enough to overcome any hesitation on his part. Should a 
fighter’s will waver one day, the mere thought of his wife reading in 
his eyes that he had not shown the same heroic valor as the husbands 
of her neighbours would help him conquer all weakness and march 
forward. 


QUESTION: In the event of negotiations between Iraq and Iran, would you be will- 
ing to withdraw from the province of Arabistan? Are your conditions for withdrawal 
from this area the same as those for withdrawal from the other areas? What are these 
conditions? Is it possible that this territory would be annexed to Iraq or that an in- 
dependant state would be established in it? Would you agree to grant autonomy to 
its inhabitants within the Iranian State or Iraq? 

(Questions submitted by A/-Wattan Al-Arabi, and Al-Ra’y of Jordan; the 
United Press; Arbeiter Zeitung; the Daily Telegraph; Ad-Dustour and Ar-Riyadh 
and Al-Jezira of Saudi Arabia and An-Nahdah of Kuwait). 


THE PRESIDENT: We have said on more than one occasion —I think 
only three, four or five days after the start of hostilities and we em- 
phasize still that-our decision to confront Iran after its aggression im- 
plied no intention or action on our part to acquire Iranian territory. 
We have said, and we continue to emphasize, that the moment the 
responsible authorities in Iran are in a position to recognize our rights, 
we shall withdraw from their territory. If the Arabistanis, the Kurds, 
the Baluchis, the Azerbaijanis of Iran should wish to make a different 
decision, that would be their concern. As far as we Iraqis are con- 
cerned, this is our decision and this is our position. There is no am- 
biguity in the matter. Our rights are clear; our territory is well- 
defined; and our sovereignty in usurped Arab territories is clear; Ira- 
nian territory itself is well-defined. What is needed is for Khomeini to 
tell us where his boundaries are. Where can one find a map of Iran? 
Khomeini has so far refrained from telling us the location of his boun- 
daries. Ask him this question, and you will find that he will refuse to 
answer. Then you will have an idea of what kind of an expansionist he 
is. Try to ask any responsible official in Iran to tell you the exact loca- 
tion of the boundaries between their country and Iraq and the Arab 
Gulf states, whether on land or water, and you will see for yourselves 
how evasive they will be. That is because they want to expand at the 
expense of the Arabs. 
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QUESTION: What, in your judgement, is the formula for a permanent peace and 
stable relations between you and Iran? What, in your view, are the guarantees need- 
ed for preventing the recurrence of an atmosphere of tension that might lead to war 
between the two countries? Would you prefer bilateral guarantees, or regional 
guarantees within the framework of the Islamic Conference or of the Non-Aligned 
States Movement, or else international guarantees within the United Nations? 

(Questions submitted by the American Broadcasting Corporation; the Swiss 
Press Agency; the United News of India; Al-Jezira of Saudi Arabia; The Times of 
London; Al-Wattan Al-Arabi, Ad-Dustour, An-Nahdah of Kuwait; and the Turkish 
Press Syndicate). 


THE PRESIDENT: We have spoken from more than one forum 
of the bases which, in our judgment, would guarantee the 
establishment of good or normal relations between Iran and 
ourselves, both as Iraqis and as Arabs. I would repeat them here, 
or at least give a brief outline of the more important ones: they 
should respect our rights and we theirs; the principle of force 
should not be allowed to confer illegitimate rights; they should 
respect our security and we theirs; they should respect our 
sovereignty and we theirs; they should respect the way of life which 
we have chosen and we theirs. 

As to whether we prefer a bilateral guarantee, a regional 
guarantee, a guarantee within the framework of the Islamic Con- 
ference or an international guarantee, I have already stated our 
view of the central elements of normal relations between Iran and 
ourselves, both as Iraqis and as Iraqis within the Arab Nation as a 
whole. Based on these concepts, we prefer to resolve our problems 
with Iran on a bilateral basis, and to ensure respect for the 
maintenance of such relations by a bilateral guarantee. Thus, in 
the case of our rights as Iraqis, both Iraq and Iran must undertake 
to guarantee mutual respect for those rights; and in the case of the 
rights of other Arabs, there must be a similar undertaking on the 
part of Iran and those Arabs to guarantee mutual respect for their 
respective rights. Should such an arrangement prove impossible, 
we would perhaps think of broader guarantees. 


QUESTION: Mr. President, this question 1s about the extent of the damage inflicted 
on the nuclear reactor, but this question has been answered in the course of your 
previous remarks. The last question is submitted by the Turkish Press Syndicate: 
What is your evaluation of Iraqi-Turkish relations in the new era under the leader- 
ship of General Kinaan Efrin, especially after the visit to Ankara by your special en- 
voy following the outbreak of the Iraqi-Iranian war? 


THE PRESIDENT: We have always had good and positive relations 
with Turkey. We are linked by common interests of a substantial 
nature, and there is mutual understanding of the importance of these 
interests as well as of the importance of maintaining good neighbourly 
relations between our two countries. Both countries respect these rela- 
tions; they continue to be good under the government of General Ki- 
naan, and we hope they will grow even better. In fact, it was precisely 
with such an aim in view that the special envoys were sent to Turkey, 
and the response from the Turkish side was quite positive. 
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QUESTION: Have you been offered any firm proposals by the Group of Non- 
Aligned States? 


THE PRESIDENT: The Group of Non-Aligned States is trying to of- 
fer their good offices—as the expression goes—and we encouraged 
their efforts at an early stage and we continue to do so. We do not do 
so—as the Iranians try to insinuate in their pronouncements — out of 
any fear or apprehension about the future, but out of concern for our 
national interests, both Iraqi and Arab, and a sense of responsibility 
towards the security of the world and its legitimate interests. The 
Group of Non-Aligned States has not come up with any definite pro- 
posals, but has suggested the formation of a six-member committee. 
We have agreed to this suggestion, and the group must now try to con- 
vince the Iranian side to do the same. We have taken a similar attitude 
with regard to the efforts of the Islamic Conference and any other in- 
ternational effort. We are always ready to support any international 
effort having for its aim the establishment of a just peace in the area 
and the encouragement of a cease-fire and direct negotiations between 
our country and Iran with a view to confirming the rights of both par- 
ties. 


In answer to a further question, the President explained that the positions 
taken by the various Arab countries were quite clear: those who are in the 
wrong say so openly, and those who are in the right are equally clear about 
their position. 


In answer to a still further question, the President stated that in speaking 
about the position taken by Arab countries, he would not name names. He 
would do so only if all those present were Arabs; but since there were 
foreigners among those attending the conference, he would not speak ill of 
any Arab. 

In answer to another question, the President said that any meeting among 
the Arabs is a successful achievement in itself. If it resulted in better deci- 
sions, it would be even more of a success. “We are always in favour of 
holding regular or periodic meetings among the Arabs, because such 
meetings are bound to make a positive contribution to the interests of the 
Arab Nation.” 


QUESTION: You touched upon the subject of the nuclear reactors, but you did not 
indicate the extent of the damage inflicted. Secondly, is it your intention to manufac- 
ture or acquire nuclear weapons or, in other words, the atomic bomb? 


THE PRESIDENT: I did say that the men who have introduced the 
reactors can replace them by others if they are damaged or destroyed. 
Those who imagine that they can prevent us from handling the atom 
in its true scientific framework are only deluding themselves. We shall 
pay for this technology with our blood to get it so as to ensure the 
scientific progress of Iraq within a framework of respect for interna- 
tional law and the international agreements we have signed, including 
the Non-Proliferation Treaty. This question, therefore, had better be 
addressed to the Zionist entity, which has been shedding so many tears 
lately and is so alarmed by the alleged Iraqi bomb. They must be asked: 
What is the Israeli atomic bomb for? Towards whom is it aimed? 
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QUESTION: Is it the intention of Iraq to sell its oil in the spot market or to continue 
to adhere to the Rotterdam system? Will there be any change in the price of oil? 


THE PRESIDENT: As a member of OPEC, Iraq will abide by its 
resolutions. When Iraq is in a position to resume the pumping of its 
oil, our friends will have priority of supplies. There will be different 
degrees of friendship, corresponding to its degree during our time of 
crisis. 
In the course of his answer to a question from an Arab Gulf journalist, 
the President made the following comments: 


The true Arabs are with us, but the fraudulent Arabs in the area have 
stood by their uncles. So have the true Arabs; they, too, have stood by 
their uncles, as we are well aware. 


Replying to a question from another journalist, he said: 


We have resumed classes in elementary and intermediate schools. If it is sup- 
posed that the schools were closed on account of the fears engendered by the 
war, we would have feared most for elementary school, kindergarten and 
nursery school children. Once we are satisfied that we shall no longer need 
the efforts of the young men of high schools and colleges in positions which 
are relatively more important than their studies, we shall resume classes at 
these levels too. These young men are currently engaged in training under 
arms. I am telling you this so that you may report to your Arab brethren that 
the Iraqi people will see to it that their men will flock endlessly to the front, in 
wave after surging wave, until the other side recognizes the rights of you all. 


QUESTION — from the corresponent of the New York Times: Your forces have oc- 
cupied certain parts of Iranian territory and have advanced to a certain extent. Can 
you tell us how far you will go and where you will stop, at Dizful or some other city? 


THE PRESIDENT: To a certain extent! Is that your estimation? 


QUESTION — by the correspondent of the New York Times rephrased: I am sorry. 
What I mean is that, as I understand it, you have occupied Khorramshahr or 
Muhamara and your forces are now besieging Abadan and shelling Dizful and Al- 
Ahwaz. If your intention is to hit the vital economic lines of Iran, it seems to me that 
you have already humiliated the Iranians or brought them down on their knees as far 
as oil is concerned. I would like to ask whether you will be satisfied with hitting the 
oil interests and occupying the oil production centres or whether you will go on fur- 
ther to occupy other cities and more land? 


THE PRESIDENT: I should like to make it quite clear that we do not 
want to humiliate Iran because we do not like to see anyone suffer 
humiliation, not even our enemy. It is not our wont to humiliate the 
enemy, but to fight him. It is for this reason that we have been twisting 
the arms of the Iranian rulers, and whenever we find that there 1s need 
to twist some more, we shall do so. There are other things than pipe- 
lines and refineries. The oil wells are not far from the Iraqi Army and 
a good number of Iranian cities are within its reach. So, if any further 
arm twisting is needed to wrest our rights from our foe, we shall be 
only willing to oblige until he cries stop! 


315 


QUESTION — from Time Magazine: Is is part of your plans to establish in Arabistan 
a province which is more or less autonomous or under Arab rule? 


THE PRESIDENT: We have already answered this question. 


QUESTION: Do you plan to attend the Arab Summit Meeting to be held in Amman 
at the end of this month? Do you believe that the Arab cause can be served by a 
meeting of the loyal supporters of the Arab cause and their foes? 


THE PRESIDENT: We are against any attempt to divide the Arab 
Nation or to group them into separate axes. We advocate its unity 
both in formula and phraseology. It is for this reason that we have ex- 
pressed our enthusiasm for holding this Conference at the scheduled 
date. We support this Conference as we have supported the other con- 
ferences, with a view to ensuring its success. It is a summit meeting 
and it is only natural that it should be attended by Arab heads of state 
or government, apart from any who might be unable to do so because 
of special circumstances. We shall use all the formulas needed to sup- 
port the Conference and assure its success. 


QUESTION: There is a contract between Iraq and France for supplying Iraq with 60 
Mirages. What are your views or comments on this matter? 


THE PRESIDENT: We have very good relations with France. We 
honour our obligations to France as we do all contracts concluded 
with it. The French have stressed on more than one occasion that they 
respect their obligations to Iraq. Therefore, you will presently see 
what additional capacity the French planes will provide us. As a mat- 
ter of fact, we have defeated our enemy even before receiving the 
French planes. 


This will be the last question. As you know, these are additional 
questions and I have acknowledged them for your convenience. 
Thank you. 


Mr. Latif Nessayif Jassim, Minister of Culture and Information, had introduced 
the President and Leader, Mr. Saddam Hussein, by a short statement which included 
the following words: 


Mr. President and Leader, 


It is with profound feelings of affection; respect and pride that we express our 
welcome to you in the name of Arab and foreign journalists and representatives of 
news agencies and television networks of the world. We extend our thanks to you for 
the honour you accord us by attending this press conference, held with a view to giv- 
ing them a clear account of the political and military situation which preoccupies the 
whole world at the present time. Thank you again Mr. President. 
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This letter was addressed by Dr. Sa’adoun Hammadi, Foreign Minister of the 
Republic of Iraq, to the heads of the Governments of the European Common 
Market Countries, who convened on December 2 1980 in Luxemburg. 


1. When the Islamic Republic was established in Iran, the Government of the Re- 
public of Iraq welcomed the new regime, from its very early days, in every sense. On 
April 5 1979, the President of the Republic of Iraq addressed a telegram of con- 
gratulations to Khomeini . Official contacts were established with the Bazargan 
Government, including an invitation to visit Iraq to discuss bilateral relations and 
bases for mutual cooperation. Although Prime Minister Bazargan was cooperative 
and tried to strengthen bilateral relations between Iraq and Iran, all efforts to that 
end were frustrated by Khomeini. 


2. After the resignation of Prime Minister Bazargan, Khomeini reached the point 
of unmasking the true intentions of his Islamic revolution by deciding to export it to 
Iraq and the Arab Gulf region. Under his auspices, and with his blessing, a reac- 
tionary and sectarian party, namely the al-Da’wa Party — which means the “Call Par- 
ty’—was organised with the objective of overthrowing the Iraqi Government 
through subversion, sabotage and terrorism. For that purpose, the so-called Joundi 
el Imam (the Imam’s soldiers) were recruited in Iran and from amongst Iranian 
residents in Iraq as well as first-generation Iraqis of Iranian origin. Acts of terrorism 
and sabotage of mounting magnitude were committed by the said militants in the 
central and southern parts of Iraq. As a result, many innocent lives were lost. The 
terrorist acts even included attempts to assassinate high Iraqi officials. All those acts 
were directed from Qum, as daily instructions were issued to al-Da’wa agents 
through Khomeini’s broadcasting stations from Teheran, Qasr Shireen, Ahwaz, 
Abadan and Kurdistan. Those stations also issued instructions to manufacture local 
bombs for use in killing innocent citizens. The Iraqi security forces seized con- 
siderable amounts of money, arms, bombs, poisons, and explosive materials in the 
hideouts of the said criminal group. 

In all those incidents, Iranians were caught who fit the description of Joundi el 
Imam. Iraq reacted to these acts of terrorism by expelling Iranian residents in the in- 
terest of internal security. 


3. It is worth noting that, parallel with the acts just mentioned, the Barazani fol- 
lowers — now harboured and supported by Iran — began to commit similar acts in the 
northern part of Iraq. In addition, the Khomeini authorities began to prevent the 
return of Iraqi Kurds from Iran to Iraq, and to persecute any remnants of families 
when some of their members had succeeded in returning to their homeland. 


4. The acts referred to above were accompanied by a formidable public media 
propaganda campaign, unprecedented in its fanatical and sectarian religious over- 
tones. Iraq, in fact, was not alone in witnessing such acts. Similar actions were at- 
tempted in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates. Kho- 
meini’s scheme through the so-called Islamic Revolution, was to destabilize the 
region by inciting religious sectarian strife, a medieval ideology unacceptable to Iraq. 
Iraq’s concept is secular in which affairs of State and religion are clearly distinct. 
Iraq is bound to stand against Khomeini’s theories and practices in defense of its 
security, well-being and independence. Otherwise, what inherent hostility could Iraq 
possibly have against Iran or Khomeini had it not been for the most dangerous of all 
forms of interference in internal affairs? 


5. The present conflict between Iraq and Iran should be looked upon in its proper 
perspective, otherwise no viable solution would be likely to emerge. The problem is 
neither new nor simple. It goes back over 460 years of history. It is not a mere border 
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problem or a minor conflict over navigational rights. It is much larger than that. 
Historically, it has been established that since 1520, eighteen treaties have been con- 
cluded by the “Persian State” with its western neighbours on their relations, in- 
cluding the question of borders, only to be terminated by the said State, whether by 
word or by deed. We have become convinced that the policies and actions of the suc- 
cessive regimes in Iran, regardless of their structure or ideology, are clearly those of 
territorial expansionism. These policies have always followed the same pattern: first, 
an Iranian allegation; then a denial of legal obligations, to be followed by a new legal 
instrument designed to secure a territorial gain for Iran; then the same sequence 
repeating itself. 


6. The Algiers Agreement of March 6 1975, was no exception to that pattern. It will 
be recalled that the political situation in the region during the period prior to that 
date witnessed the emergence of the Shah of Iran as the policeman of the region. The 
expansionist plans and pretentions of the Shah were met by Iraq’s firm adherence to 
sovereignty, full independence and non-interference in the internal affairs of States. 

Evidently, neither ideologically, nor pragmatically did Iraq fit into the picture. 
Hence, the reactionary rebellion of Barazani, behind which the Shah and Israel put 
their moral and material support, was adopted as the means to the solution. The idea 
was to disrupt Iraq’s national unity in order to Overcome its resistance. The Iraqi 
people fought valiantly against the rebellion. When a new factor emerged in relation 
to the balance of the military situation, namely the October 1973 war, Iraq decided 
to seek a political settlement with Iran, through peaceful means, with a view to 
creating the appropriate conditions that would enable the Iraqi forces to participate 
with their Arab brethern in the battle against Israel. So, when the late President of 
Algeria, Houari Boumedienne offered to mediate, Iraq accepted. 


7. Against that political background, the Algiers Agreement was negotiated and 
concluded in the form of a package deal. It had both political and juridical aspects. 
The Agreement was concluded with a view to reaching a final and permanent solu- 
tion to all the problems existing between the two countries. The arrangements agreed 
upon (which included definite demarcation of land frontiers according to past legal 
agreements between the two countries, the Thalweg line as a frontier in the Shatt-al- 
Arab and strict security of borders) were in application of the principles of territorial 
integrity, inviolability of borders, and non-interference in internal affairs. It is-to be 
noted that the most fundamental obligation which the two parties assumed and 
which indicated the package deal nature of the Agreement was paragraph (4) 
thereof, in which the parties considered the three elements of the arrangements 
agreed upon as integral elements of a comprehensive solution and hence, any impair- 
ment of any of their components would naturally be contrary to the spirit of the 
Agreement. 


8. The technical details of the Algiers Agreement were worked out in a Treaty, 
three protocols and a number of.annexes. Upon their entry into force in 1976, Iran 
acquired sovereignty over half of the Shatt-al-Arab, hence securing an early advan- 
tage. In return, Iraq did not receive the land areas which Iran had trespassed on, 
contrary to its international obligations. This was the situation when the Shah was 
toppled from power. Despite the relatively long period of grace which was given to 
the new regime in Iran to fulfill its international obligations by completing the pro- 
cess of the return of Iraq’s territories, the said regime displayed instead Iran’s re- 
newed stance and intentions of territorial ambitions and expansionism. Declarations 
began to emanate from official circles in Iran that Iran no longer considered itself 
bound by the Algiers Agreement, and this went parallel with Khomeini’s 
destabilization-through-terrorism scheme mentioned above. 
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9. Iraq persisted in its efforts, through diplomatic channel, to secure a renewed 
recognition by Iran of the Algiers Agreement. But all those efforts were in vain. 


The turning point was reached when the Iranian authorities resorted to military force 
against Iraq after Iranian terrorism had failed to secure its ominous objectives. The 
border areas witnessed continuous shelling. 

To mention but a few examples, there were more than 15 intensive Iranian bom- 
bardments between 26 August 1979 and 3 June 1980, most of which originated from 
the Iraqi lands withheld by Iran. From 4 September 1980, the Iranian military forces 
began to direct concentrated and continous shelling on Iraqi towns such as Khana- 
qeen and Mendeli, as well as other border areas. During the period immediately 
following that date, Iraq exerted maximum self-restraint, falling back on reminding 
Iran of its obligations under international law including the 1975 agreement. This 
was done in three diplomatic notes delivered to the Iranian Charge d’Affaires in 
Baghdad on the 7th, 8th and 11th of September successively. Consequently, Iraq was 
left with no choice but to reassert its rights under international law by taking posses- 
sion of its lands. In response to the intention by the Iranian Government, which it 
had made clear by word and deed, to terminate the Algiers Agreement of 6 March 
1975, the Government of the Republic of Iraq decided to consider the said Agree- 
ment as terminated, on the grounds of the provisions of paragraph 4 thereof, to 
which reference has been made earlier. 


10. In announcing that decision on 17 September 1980, Iraq strongly emphasized 
that it had no territorial ambitions in Iran. Moreover, Iraq openly declared that it 
had no intention whatsoever of waging war on Iran or extending the scope of the 
conflict beyond the limits of defending its sovereignty and legitimate rights. The 
response by the Government of Iran to this legitimate position was to escalate the 
situation to total war through indiscriminatly hostile acts involving the use of force 
against Iraqi and foreign vessels in the Shatt-al-Arab, and on civilian centres and 
economic installations in Iraq. In this connection again, Iraq exerted much self- 
restraint. From 17 until 22 September, the Iraqi military forces did not go beyond the 
limits of defending Iraq’s sovereignty and legitimate rights. Nevertheless, the Iranian 
aggression continued unabated. Consequently, the Government of the Republic of 
Iraq was left with no choice but to direct preventive strikes against military targets in 
Iran. That position was adopted on 22 September 1980. The measures just indicated 
have been adopted by Iraq in the exercise of its lawful right to self-defense. 


11. It is quite well-known by now that Iraq did not start the present conflict in Iran. 
The war was started, and forced upon Iraq, by Iran. While Iraq did not fail to put its 
case clearly before the appropriate organizations of the United Nations, it has 
cooperated with the Security Council from the outset. Iraq’s response to the 
Council’s resolution 479 (1980) of 28 September 1980 was prompt and positive. Iran, 
however, Officially rejected the said resolution. Moreover, in response to the Islamic 
Conference goodwill mission, Iraq offered a unilateral cease-fire from 5 to 8 October 
which actually went into effect on Iraq’s part. But Iran’s response was a large-scale 
attack on land and sea and in the air. In addition, Iraq has not failed to respond 
positively to the initiative by the Group of Non-Aligned Countries. 


12. The position of the Republic of Iraq on the present conflict has been clearly 
stated on numerous occasions inside and ouside the United Nations. The latest ex- 
pression of that position was.contained in the letter dated’ 24 October 1980 from the 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Iraq to the Secretary-General, and circulated in docu- 
ment S/14236. The said letter recalled once again that Iraq does not have any ter- 
ritorial ambitions in Iran and reaffirmed that Iraq does not desire anything but the 
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restoration of its sovereignty and rights with effective guarantees. On the basis of the 
considerations and facts contained therein, and from a position of responsibility and 
in order to reaffirm the principles of right and justice, the letter concluded that “the 
only possible, logical and practical resolution of the present situation, which would 
not undermine the interests of either party, is one which includes a cease-fire and im- 
mediate negotiations between them under the auspieces of the Secretary General of 
the United Nations with the goal of achieving a final solution to the conflict, by 
demarcating the frontiers between the two countries in a final manner, and the with- 
drawing both parties from the territories and water which do not fall within their ter- 
ritorial boundaries according to the frontier line.” Specifically, on the question of 
withdrawal, the letter said the following: 


On the basis of military considerations and topography there may be better 
positions forward for defensive purposes but there are none backward. Conse- 
quently, no partial or total withdrawal should be practically contemplated unless 
it is supported by the achievement of the following: 


1. The recognition by Iran of our sovereignty and rights which are in harmony 
with international law and custom, and its reaffirmation of the principle of 
the inadmissibility of her acquisition by force of Iraqi territories and those of 
the neighbouring Arab States in the Arab Gulf and that this should be in 
word and deed. 


2. The withdrawal should be guaranteed by practical arrangements which 
would make a surprise Iranian military aggression against Iraq materially im- 
possible. In further clarification, we wish to point out that there is no longer 
any border agreement which delimits the frontiers between the two countries, 
with the exception of the protocol for the delimitation of the Turco-Persian 
Frontiers signed in 1913, the views of Iraq and Iran regarding that Protocol 
notwithstanding. | 


13. At this juncture we should like to emphasize the importance of the fact that 
Iran’s expansionist designs should not remain uncurtailed. Its continued aggressive 
occupation of the three Arab Islands (Abou Moussa, the Greater Tumb, and the 
Lesser Tumb) in the Arabian Gulf serves to undermine not only the security of Iraq 
but also the security and the peace of the Arab countries of the region as a whole. In 
any eventual settlement of the conflict, therefore, it is imperative, in the interest of 
avoiding any future conflict, that the question of the Arab Islands be settled once 
and for all by effective Iranian withdrawal from them. 


14. Iraq does not stand for war, not does it believe in the use of force in international 
relations. Iraq, as its records prove, particularly in its frontiers relations with Iran, 
has always adhered strictly and honourably to the letter and the spirit of its interna- 
tional committments. But at the same time Iraq does not accept any form of threat 
or aggression against its sovereignty and diginity. 
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Mr. Chairman, Minister of Foreign Affairs of our sister-country Jordan, 
and my brethren, Ministers of Foreign Affairs of sister Arab countries. 


In the name of the people and government of the Republic of Iraq, I would begin 
my address by conveying our greetings to the people and government of dear Jor- 
dan, our host-country. Also, on behalf of the Iraqi people and government, I convey 
our greetings to all our other brethren, the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of Arab 
countries, who are present here today, and pray that God will crown this meeting, 
and the forthcoming summit meeting, with blessing and success. 


Mr. Chairman, 


Our present meeting, the meeting of Arab Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and the 
following Eleventh Summit Meeting of Arab Kings and Presidents, are being held in 
grave international circumstances. The Arab nation continues to face the dangers 
posed by the Zionist entity, with its unflagging efforts to annihilate the people of 
Palestine and to usurp their land, and with its persistent threats to Arab National 
Security. Every day we witness this entity increasing its expansionist and colonialist 
thrust into Palestine and neighbouring Arab countries, especially in our sister coun- 
try, Lebanon. All this takes place in an international situation in which the United 
States confers its full military and political support on this entity, thereby enabling it 
to commit all sorts of crimes against the Arab Nation. It is necessary, therefore, to 
take firm and quick measures to ensure the success of our struggle to achieve our na- 
tional objectives in Palestine, especially now that the American President-elect has 
openly declared his hostility to the Palestinian cause. 

But while Arab national security is so gravely threatened by the Zionist entity in 
the eastern wing of our Arab Nation, this self-same security is faced with another 
danger, represented by the ambitious designs of Khomeini’s Iran against the Arab 
countries neighbouring and sharing common borders with Iran. Their continuous 
conspiracies and acts of provocation against the countries of the Arab Gulf in 
general and against Iraq in particular, with the purpose of realizing their expansion- 
ist and sectarian dreams in the region, finally led the rulers of Iran to wage war on 
Iraq on 4 September 1980. The responsibility for this war rests fully on the rulers of 
Iran. They forced this war on Iraq, leaving us no option but to defend ourselves and 
the honour of our Nation. Imperialism and its servants can in no way allow the Arab 
Nation to awaken without creating problems for it, not only to obstruct our march 
towards the liberation of our Palestinian homeland but also to preserve whatever re- 
mains of their domination and influence in the region. When imperalism and its 
agents realized the ever-increasing strength of Iraq, they incited Khomeini’s Iran to 
wage war against our country. In order to understand the nature and dimensions of 
this war, allow me to describe the background of the conflict in some detail, since 
our national problems cannot be separated from their historical context. 


Mr. Chairman, 


The Arab Nation, particularly Iraq, is linked to Iran by strong ties, resting on a 
solid foundation of geographic proximity, common religion, Islamic civilization, 
and a long common history. Hence, revolutionary Iraq has wished and continues to 
wish that such conditions will prevail in Iran as will make it possible for it to deal 
with the Arab Nation, particularly Iraq, with a positive and constructive spirit. 
When Iran declared that it was to follow an Islamic line, Iraq was filled with hope 
that this would create a common factor between Iran and the Arab Nation which 
would bring Iran, culturally and politically, closer to the hopes for liberation of the 
Arab Nation and success in its struggle against imperalism and Zionism . But, aias, 
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to the disappointment of us all, and perhaps unfortunately for history, this did not 
happen. What has actually happened is the exact reverse. Khomeini’s Iran began to 
foment sectarianism and became, as was the Shah’s Iran before, a spearhead threaten- 
ing the sovereignty, security, and stability of the neighbouring Arab countries, 
especially the countries of the Arab Gulf and Iraq. 

Iran’s expansionist ambitions in the neighbouring Arab countries have a long 
history. Four hundred years ago, the Ottoman and the Safawid Persian states con- 
cluded about eighteen treaties on the demarcation of borders between the two states 
both in the Shatt-al-Arab and on land. But the Persian state would exploit every 
possible occasion to violate these treaties and to expand at the expense’ of Arab in- 
terests within the jurisdiction of the Ottoman state, both in the Shatt-al-Arab and on 
land. Enclosed as annexes to the statement distributed to you, you will find four 
maps showing the borders between the Ottoman and the Persian states in the Shatt- 
al-Arab area, marked in red, clarifying the continuous expansion of the Persian 
borders at the expense of Arab territory. 

The first treaty between the Ottoman and the Persian states was concluded in 
1520, following the occupation and annexation by Iran of some Ottoman territory. 
The Persian state, however, was compelled, under this treaty, to withdraw from the 
occupied lands. There followed numerous treaties, the most important of which 
were the treaties of 1639 and 1746, and every time the Ottoman state had to force the 
Persian state to withdraw from the Arab lands which were within the jurisdiction of 
the Ottoman state and towards which the Persian state (by virtue of its geographic 
location) had expanded. Following the 1823 war between the two states, the first 
Erzerum Treaty was concluded, confirming, in particular, the previous treaties and 
emphasizing that the Persian state should not interfere in the affairs of the two 
Vilayets of Baghdad and Kurdistan. The two states, recognizing the futility of three 
centuries of continuous wars between them, and bearing in mind the interventions by 
Czarist Russia and Britain in the region, decided to establish final and fixed boun- 
daries between them. The second Erzerum Treaty was concluded in 1847. As far as 
the Shatt-al-Arab was concerned, the two sides agreed that the border line should 
run along the eastern bank of the Shatt-al-Arab, which amounted to placing all its 
waters under Ottoman jurisdiction. 

This 1s illustrated in Map 2. 

The treaty explicity stated that each of the two parties should relinquish all ter- 
ritorial claims against the other and refrain from any interference in each other’s in- 
ternal affairs. But the dispute continued between the two countries. Thanks to the 
good offices of both Russia and Britain, however, another agreement was conclud- 
ed, namely, the Constantinople Protocol of 1913, which provided for a clear descrip- 
tion of the borderline separating the two countries in the Shatt-al-Arab’ area. 
Generally, this description did not differ from that set forth in the Erzerum Treaty 
of 1847. It should be noted, however that the Ottoman state, under this Protocol, 
relinquished a four-mile part of its Shatt-al-Arab territory facing the anchorage and 
port of Muhamara, so that the borderline ran in the middle of the Shatt-al-Arab for 
the length of the four-mile stretch, after which it went back to run along the eastern 
bank of the river all the way to the high sea (as illustrated in Map 3). Thereafter, a 
quadripartite Commission, composed of representatives of Russia, Britain, the Ot- 
toman state and Iran was established. It carried out an on-site demarcation of 
borders in accordance with the description set forth in the Protocol from the point of 
convergence of the Shatt-al-Arab with the waters of the Arab Gulf in the south, to 
the mountains of Ararat in the North. The Commission completed its work by the 
end of 1914. Its proceedings and decisions, the maps it prepared, and the demarca- 
tion structures it recommended to be built are to be found in the “Proceedings of the 
Turco-Persian Border Commission of 1914”. Accordingly, the said boundaries 
became final and were recognized by both parties. 
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_ When it seceded from the Ottoman Empire following World War I and became 
an independent state, Iraq took over the responsibilities of that Empire, in accor- 
dance with the rules of international law, in respect of the Turkish treaties concern- 
ing Iraqi territory, the last of which were the Protocol of 1913 and the Proceedings 
of the Turco-Persian Border Commission of 1913-1914. As early after our in- 
dependence as 1932, Iran declared that it was not bound by the frontier treaty be- 
tween the two countries and repudiated its adherence to the Erzerum Treaty, the 
Protocol of 1913, and the Proceedings of the Turco-Persian Border Commission of 
1913-1914. Iran then started armed transgressions along the borderline, especially in 
the Shatt-al-Arab. These transgressions were the subject of the complaint which Iraq 
submitted to the League of Nations in 1934. The League recommended then that the 
dispute should be resolved by means of direct negotiations. 

That dispute came to an end in 1937 with the conclusion of a treaty between Iraq 
and Iran, Article 1 of which provided that the Protocol of 1913 and the Border Pro- 
ceedings of 1914 were legitimate documents and that the two parties were bound to 
abide by them. According to the Treaty, the borderline between the two states would 
be the exact line which the above-mentioned Commission had established and 
delimited. As for the Shatt-al-Arab, Article 2 introduced an adjustment in the 
borderline, by which Iraq relinquished a small part of the Shatt-al-Arab facing 
Abadan, so that the borderline would run the deep water fairway for a distance of 
about four miles. Iran thus made a new gain, over and above the waters facing 
Muhamara which it had gained in 1931. Apart from these two exceptions, the 
borderline between Iraq and Iran remained at the shallow water level on the Iranian 
bank of the Shatt-al-Arab in accordance with the delimitation of borders described 
in the Proceedings of the Border Commission of 1914 (See Map 3 in the annex). 
However, the matter did not end at that; Iran continued to trespass on the Iraqi 
border. This situtation persisted throughout the period of the monarchy as well as 
during the republican regime in Iraq, until finally, in 1969, Iran unilaterally declared 
its abrogation of the 1937 treaty. All the while, Iran had menacingly been demanding 
that the Thalweg Line (the mid-deep-water-line), contrary to all previous Ottoman 
and Iraqi treaties with Iran, should be the borderline between the two countries. Ira- 
nian pressures on Iraq were escalated in every form, including flagrant armed in- 
tervention with the purpose of its dismemberment. Aided by the United States and 
Israel, Iran provided full armed support to the gang of the agent Mulla Mustafa 
Barazani. This tripartite collaboration was uncovered by the New York Times in.its 
issue of 29 September 1980, in which Menachem Begin is quoted as saying that 
Israeli military aid to Barazani continued until the time he fled Iraq in 1975. Iran’s 
ambitions in our lands and waters, through the support it gave to agent Barazani, 
have cost our people about 60,000 casualties, both martyred and injured, not to 
mention the enormous material losses. All that took place both before and after the 
1973 October War in which Iraq had the great honour of effective participation. 
With a view to creating the appropriate conditions that would enable us to par- 
ticipate effectively against the Israeli enemy, we worked for a political solution on 
the eastern front of the Arab Nation. Iraq, therefore, consented in March 1975, to 
conclude the Algiers Agreement with Iran, under which the two parties undertook 
the following: 


I. Tocarry out a definitive delimitation of land frontiers, on the basis of the Con- 
stantinople Protocol of 1913 and the Proceedings of the Border Delimitation 
Commission of 1914; 


Il. To delimit the water frontiers according to the Thalweg Line; 
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III. To restore security and mutual trust along the common frontiers and exercise 
strict and effective control on these frontiers with a view to putting a final end to 
all acts of infiltration of a subversive character. 


IV. To consider these arrangements as indivisible elements of a comprehensive solu- 
tion so that any violation of any of their components would naturally be con- 
strued as contrary to the spirit of the Algiers Agreement. (This article has a par- 
ticular importance in view of Iran’s violation of its obligations under the Agree- 
ment, which we will discuss in more detail later). 


In order to translate these arrangements into instruments with technical details, 
an Iragi-Iranian commission was established at the ministerial level, with Algerian 
participation, and a Treaty on International Frontiers and Good-Neighbourliness, 
along with three Protocols and Annexes, was signed in Baghdad on 13 June 1975. 

Upon the coming into force of the frontier Treaty, Iran acquired sovereignty 
over half of the Shatt-al-Arab, thus securing an early advantage. By contrast, Iraq 
did not receive the land areas usurped by Iran in the past and which Iraq, in accor- 
dance with the Algiers Agreement, should have received in return for its acceptance 
of the Thalweg Line as the border line between the two countries in the Shatt-al- 
Arab. That was the situation when the Shah was overthrown and the new regime 
came to power in Iran. The Iraqi government saw fit to allow the new government a 
period of grace before pressing for the completion of the process of returning the 
usurped territories to Iraq in accordance with the Algiers Agreement and its sup- 
plementary agreements. 


Mr. Chairman, 


We must, for the sake of history and truth, put most.clearly on record the fact 
that Iraq rejoiced at the advent of the new regime in Iran. It expected and hoped that 
the new rulers in Iran would turn a new page in their relations with the Arab nation 
and with Iraq in particular. Iraq, for its part, took several positive initiatives towards 
the realization of this goal. In a formal note to the Iranian government, dated 13 
February 1979, Iraq explained its firm policy of maintaining the closest fraternal 
links and cooperative relations with the neighbouring nations, especially Iran, on the 
basis of respect for sovereignty and non-interference in internal affairs. It also ex- 
pressed its sympathy and support for the struggle of the Iranian people for freedom, 
justice and progress and the high esteem in which it held the victory they had achiev- 
ed. On 5 April 1979, the President of Iraq addressed the following telegram to Kho- 
meini: 

On the occasion of the proclamation of the Islamic Republic of Iran, I have the 

pleasure to transmit to you, in the name of the Government and people of Iraq, 

and on my own behalf, sincerest congratulations to you and to our neighbour 
and friend, the Iranian people. We wish you success, and we hope that the new 
republican regime will open wider opportunities to serve the friendly Iranian 
people in such a manner as will strengthen Iran’s role in the service of peace and 
justice in the world and forge the strongest relations of friendship and 
neighbourliness with the Arab states in general and with Iraq in particular. May 
God maintain your success. 


We have to mention here, albeit in passing, that Khomeini’s response was totally 
unfriendly and hostile. 

To remove any possibility of misunderstanding, Iraq extended an invitation to 
Mr. Bazargan, the head of the Provisional Iranian Government, to visit Iraq and 
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hold negotiations on bilateral relations and the foundations for mutual cooperation. 
The invitation was renewed by the Vice-President of the Revolutionary Command 
Council of .the Republic of Iraq on 2 August 1979, in a letter addressed to Mr. 
Bazargan, in which the following was stated: 


It is my pleasure to transmit to your Excellency the warmest congratulations and 
good wishes on the advent of the blessed month of Ramadan, praying to the 
Almighty that Ramadan may bring to all Moslems prosperity and happiness and 
that He may grant us success in serving our peoples and countries. The close ties 
linking our two neighbouring Moslem countries require that we should constant- 
ly seek what may strengthen and deepen them in all areas, especially after the 
successful revolution achieved by the friendly Iranian people, to the benefit of 
both our peoples and countries. It is my utmost pleasure, therefore, to renew my 
personal invitation to your Excellency to visit Iraq. Such a visit would be a happy 
occasion for you to visit the Holy Places and for us to meet with you to discuss 
the various aspects of the relations between our countries, with a view to 
developing and deepening them. It will also be an occasion for your Excellency 
to see the achievements of our revolution in its march of struggle on both the 
country and national levels as well as the international level, particularly within 
the Non-Aligned group. While we await your Excellency’s establishment of a 
date for the visit, we look forward to welcoming you soon. Please, accept froma 
brother, the highest regard and respect. 


It should be noted that during the Ministerial Meeting of the Non-Aligned Coor- 
dination Bureau, held in Colombo in 1979, Iraq was behind the inclusion in the Final 
Act of a statement welcoming the withdrawal of Iran and Pakistan from the CENTO 
pact. Iraq also welcomed Iran’s application for membership in the Non-Aligned 
Movement and issued, to this effect, a recommendation to the Havana Summit. 
Also, in his statement before the Sixth Summit of the Non-Aligned States in 
Havana, the President of the Republic of Iraq welcomed the membership of Iran in 
the Movement. 

Furthermore, the President of the Republic of Iraq, in two meetings with the 
former Iranian Foreign Minister, Mr. Ibrahim Yazdi, during the Non-Aligned Sum- 
mit of 1979 in Havana, stressed Iraq’s desire to establish relations of cooperation and 
good neighbourliness with Iran. He expressed his desire to hold a meeting with Ira- 
nian leaders at the highest level with a view to finding peaceful solutions to any 
problems in our relations. Personally, in my capacity as the Minister of Foreign Af- 
fairs of Iraq, I reaffirmed the same sense and orientation during my meeting with the 
former Foreign Minister of Iran at the United Nations in September 1979. 

When Mr. Bani Sadr became President of the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Iraqi 
ambassador in Teheran, on 20 February 1980, paid a personal visit to him to convey 
the Iraqi President’s congratulations on that occasion. 

The Iraqi attitude toward neighbouring countries was clearly expressed in the 
National Declaration proclaimed by the President of the Republic of Iraq on Feb- 
ruary 8, 1980. He called upon the Arab Nation and the Arab countries to apply the 
principle of the inadmisibility of the use of force in disputes which arise between 
them and neighbouring nations and states, except in the case of defending their own 
sovereignty and vital interests. 


Mr. Chairman, 

In spite of all that Iraq did to put its relations with Iran on sound and positive 
foundations, based on the policy of good neighbourliness and the reality of the com- 
mon cultural and historical factors we have with Iran, the new Iranian leaders sought 
deliberately and with full determination to harm Iraq and to expand at the latter’s ex- 
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pense and that of the Arab countries in the Arab Gulf. They were intent upon 
following the same hostile and expansionist road taken by the Shah. This was made 
clear in their pronouncements and deeds in relation to Iraq. In this connection, per- 
mit me to cite some examples illustrating Iranian intentions and policies. 


The following are some of these pronouncements: 


1. On 16 June 1979, the Kuwaiti newspaper al-Ra’i al-Am published a statement by 
Sadiq Ruhani in which he said: “Bahrain will remain an inseparable part of 
Iran”. 


2. On 21 March 1980, Khomeini, in a statement delivered by his son on his behalf, 
declared: “We must do our utmost to export the revolution to the other parts of 
the world and renounce the idea of confining it within our boundaries”. 


3. On 24 March 1980, in its issue No. 251, A/-Nahar Al-Arabi wal Dawli published 
a statement by Bani Sadr, the President of Iran, made to the said magazine, in 
which he said: “Iran will not relinquish or return the three Arab islands. As far as 
Iran is concerned, the Arab countries of Abou Dhabi, Qatar, Oman, Dubai, 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia are not independent states.” 


4. On 8 April 1980, Sadiq Ghotbzadeh declared: “Aden and Baghdad belong to 
us”. 


5. On11 April 1980, A/-Hawadeth of Beirut reported that Ghotbzadeh, the former 
Iranian Foreign Minister, had stated: “Iran has decided to overthrow the Iraqi 
regime.” He also said that the Arab countries he was going to visit during his 
forthcoming tour must define their position vis-a-vis the conflict with Iraq. 


6. On 11 April 1980, the Washington Post correspondent in Teheran reported that, 
in a speech given by the Iranian President Bani Sadr before a mass gathering at 
Teheran University following an anti-Iraqi demonstration, he called upon the 
Iraqi armed forces to, rebel and to “follow the Iranian revolution under the 
leadership of Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, the strongest leader in the World”. 


7. On 19 April 1980, the newspaper A/-Riyadh reported that the Iranian President 
Bani Sadr had reaffirmed that Iran would continue to hold the three islands seiz- 
ed by the former Shah in 1971. 


8. On7 April 1980, the Commander of the Iranian land forces was reported as say- 
ing, following a meeting with Khomeini and Bani Sadr, that “Iraq is Persian”. 


Iraq wanted to establish relations of cooperation and good neighbourliness with 
the new Iranian regime. It should be stated, for the sake of history, that some Ira- 
nian officials were responsive to this wish, but that was not the attitude of Khomeini 
and his followers. Khomeini wanted to see what happened in Iran extend to the 
neighbouring Arab region—namely Iraq and the Arab countries of the Arab 
Gulf —or, to use his own words, “to export the Iranian revolution.” He wanted to ex- 
pand his power by means of destabilizing the region, using the weapons of sec- 
tarianism and religious fanaticism. In practice, this intention took various forms 
which are no. longer a secret. In Iraq, armed action began with the organization of 
the A/-Da’wa (the Call) Party in Qum, which recruited its members from among Ira- 
nian infiltrators into Iraq and naturalized Iraqi citizens of Iranian origin. This 
group, organized in the manner of the most brutal gangs, has committed terrorist 
acts of an especially ugly and cruel character with utter disregard for all 
humanitarian considerations. These acts were culminated on 1 April 1980 with the 
hurling of bombs at a large student gathering at the Al-Mustansiriyah University, 
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causing the death of a number of students of all ages, and injuring and disfiguring 
many others. A similar act took place on 5 April 1980 at the funeral procession of 
those who had been murdered at the university , when bombs were hurled from the 
Iranian School in front of which the procession was passing. A leader of this bloody 
organization, Abdul Amir Almansoury, revealed the proceedings and decisions of 
the Organization’s meeting held in Qum,.together with the Organization’s methods 
of operation and ultimate aims. This important information was included in a note 
submitted on 6 May 1980 to the Secretary General of the United Nations, the 
Secretary General of the Arab League, the Chairman of the Organisation of African 
Unity, the Chairman of the Group of Non-Aligned States, the President of the Euro- 
pean Community, the Chairman of ASEAN, and the Chairman of the Organization 
of Latin American States, with the request that it be circulated among the member 
states of these Organizations. 

Then a new series of actions began: namely, the de facto abrogation of the 1975 
treaty, when the leaders of the agent rebellion were invited to Iran from the United 
States, where the agent Mulla Mustapha and his entourage were already preparing to 
leave for Iran in order to resume their anti-Iraqi military activity. Agent Mustapha, 
however, died in America, so his two sons, Mas’oud and Idris, came to Iran and 
made it a base from which to threaten Iraq’s security and national unity with the ex- 
plicit support of the Iranian authorities. The Free Kurdistan Radio resumed its 
transmissions from the North of Iran, exactly as was the situation at the time of the 
Shah. 

The second essential element in the Algiers Agreement was that Iraq should 
recover the lands upon which Iran had trespassed along the frontiers established in 
1913 and delimited at a later date. On 22 June 1976 I signed an exchange of letters 
with the then Iranian Foreign Minister providing for the removal of all obstacles and 
outstanding matters in connection with these lands with a view to rendering them 
ready for delivery within a period of six months. That meant that we should have 
received the lands by 22 December 1976. However, this did not take place either 
under the Shah’s or Khomeini’s regimes. On the contrary, what has happened under 
the latter’s regime was that, with the beginning of tension between the two countries, 
Iranian military presence in these lands has grown further. As a matter of fact, Ira- 
nian armed forces have occupied them and made of them a base for bombing nearby 
Iraqi towns and launching various attacks on the frontier areas. The Iraqi govern- 
ment was prompted, therefore, to submit its official memorandum of 7 September 
1980 in which it pointed out that Iran had trespassed on these areas, and demanded 
their evacuation. Iran, however, ignored the memorandum and did not evacuate the 
areas In question. It responded by increasing its bombardments and attacks. The 
enclosed map shows those border areas which have been trespassed upon. 


Mr. Chairman, 


The policy of force which the new Iranian regime followed toward Iraq assumed 
a new character in the face of Iraqi resistance to the terrorist acts of the A/-Da’wa 
Organization and the so-called Joundi el-[Imam (The Imam’s Soldiers). Arrogant and 
ageressive declarations began to be issued, troops were amassed on the frontiers and 
a policy of violence was adopted. From 23 February 1979 to 22 September 1979, 414 
Iranian encroachments on Iraqi territory were committed, including 240 violations 
of Iraqi air space by the Iranian air force. Iraq protested these acts by 143 official 
notes to the Embassy of Iran in Baghdad and to the Iranian Foreign Ministry. The 
attacks, however, remained within bearable limits until 4 September 1980 when the 
cities of Khanaqeen, Mendeli and Zarbatiya were bombed by 175 mm heavy ar- 
tillery, signalling a serious shift inthe situation. The source of the bombardment was 
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the Iranian forces concentrated in the lands withheld from Iraq, namely, Zain al- 
Qaws, Saif Sa’ad and Maimak. On 7 September, we demanded that these areas 
should be evacuated. When Iran did not respond, we drove their forces away from 
these areas. Our forces, however, stopped at the border and we invited the Iranians 
to come to an agreement, but our notes to that effect went unanswered and Iran per- 
sisted in its military activities, inflaming the entire frontier from North to South. 
Faced with this situation, can one say that there is still any element of the 1975 settle- 
ment which has not been violated by Iran? It is they themselves who, by word and 
deed, have torn the Agreement to pieces and when we asked them about their obliga~ 
tions, they did not respond to our notes. 


Iranian behaviour in practice with regard to the 1975 Agreement is reflected in 
the pronouncements by Iranian officials themselves which clearly reveal this ap- 
proach. On 19 June 1979, the Teheran newspaper /tila’at published an interview with 
Dr. Sadiq Tabtabai, the politicial assistant to the Iranian Ministry of the Interior and 
Khomeini’s representative in this Ministry, in which he stated: “Iran’s central govern- 
ment does not uphold the Algiers Agreement.” In a statement aired by the Iranian 
television network on 15 September 1980, General Falahi, Deputy Joint Chief of 
Staff of the Iranian Army, said that Iran did not recognize the Algiers Agreement 
and that the areas of Zain Al-Qaws and Saif Sa’ad were Iranian, as was the Shatt-al- 
Arab. Bani Sadr himself, in a statement to Agence France Presse, broadcast by 
Radio Teheran on 19 September 1980, said: “on the political plane, Iran has not im- 
plemented the Algiers Agreement signed with Iraq in 1975, neither did the Shah’s 
regime.” 

It is worth noting in this regard that the Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Affairs sent a 
note to the Embassy of Iran in Baghdad on 27 June 1979 inquiring about Mr. Sadiq 
Tabtabai’s statement to the effect that Iran was not bound by the Algiers Agreement. 
We pointed out that such pronouncements by Iranian officials have been made 
repeatedly and that the Iraqi Government wished to point out that the abrogation of 
the 1975 Agreement should mean the restoration to Iraq of those parts of Shatt-al- 
Arab acquired by Iran through that agreement. The Iraqi Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs requested the Embassy of Iran to advise Iraq of the Iranian Government’s posi- 
tion with regard to the Agreement; but we received no response to this inquiry. 
Thereupon we abrogated the Agreement on our part in view of the fact that Iran had 
already abrogated it by word and deed and with a clear intent. Here again we called 
upon the Iranians, in a formal note, to come to an understanding, but they turned a 
deaf ear to our request. On the contrary, they persisted in the same arrogant attitude 
and the same policy of violence. They moved their forces to the borders and involved 
them in a large-scale military operation. They shut down traffic in the Shatt-al-Arab 
by artillery fire and the Iranian Armed Forces issued four military communiques as 
from 18 September 1980. In communique No. 3 on 19 September 1980, Iran admit- 
ted to having used the Iranian Air Force, and in communique No. 4 on 19 September 
1980, the Iranians boasted of having set the Iraqi Naft Khana oil fields on fire. All 
that had occurred before 22 September 1980; so who started the war then? It was 
their arrogance and their delusions that had driven them to take this course. Kho- 
meini believes that we are an infidel government which has to be swept off by the ex- 
panding wave of his Islamic revolution; their military men believe that our army, as 
compared to theirs, is—to use their own words— “as a worm compared to a snake”. 
So why shouldn’t the Iranian revolution engulf Iraq? 


Mr. Chairman, 


Iraq has done all in its power to exercise self-restraint. But faced with such a 
situation, which scarcely has a precedent in the history of international relations 
among neighbouring countries, Iraq had to take the necessary measures to secure its 
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legitimate rights on its waters and lands. Iran has violated both the letter and spirit of 
the 1975 Algiers Agreement. We must add here that Iran 1s now invoking article 6 of 
the Treaty on International Frontiers and Good Neighbourliness contained in the 
Algiers Agreement, namely, the article providing for arbitration in the event of a 
dispute concerning the interpretation of the application of the Agreement. Needless 
to say, this would apply in normal circumstances when the Agreement is in force, but 
it does not apply now that it has been abrogated and has not been observed or 1m- 
plemented by Iran, which has declared it to be null and void. As we have pointed 
out, that Agreement included arrangements concerning territorial sovereignty, in- 
violability of frontiers and non-interference in internal affairs —all taken as one in- 
divisible package deal. As we have explained, Paragraph 4 of the Algiers Agreement 
literally states that all these arrangements are considered indivisible elements and 
that any violation of any of their components shall be a violation of the spirit of the 
agreement. 


Iran, Mr. Chairman, has violated both the letter and spirit of the Agreement. It 
acquired Iraq’s acceptance of the Thalweg Line as the borderline in Shatt-al-Arab in 
return for Iran’s acceptance and obligation to recognize Iraqi sovereignty over its 
own lands in some areas neighbouring Iran (and which Iran has not returned to Iraq) 
and in return for an Iranian obligation to reestablish security and confidence along 
their common boundaries and to exercise firm and effective control over these boun- 
daries. 


Mr. Chairman, 


It is obvious that Iran has never sincerely intended fo implement the Algiers 
Agreement or to abide by the rules of good neighbourliness with Iraq. Iran even saw 
in every treaty with Iraq not only an opportunity for violating these rules but also a 
means to broaden its claims and power anew and to increase its interference in Iraqi 
internal affairs. For example, after 1975, at the time of the Shah, when Iraq wanted 
to start work on an irrigation project on the Tigris in Northern Iraq, we were told by 
the Iranian side, at a formal meeting, that any irrigation project in Iraq required the 
prior approval of the Iranian side because of the effects any such project would have 
on the quantity and level of water in Shatt-al-Arab, half of which was owned by 
Iran. Following the installation of Khomeini, work was begun by us on reviving a 
project to supply water to Kuwait, but we were told indirectly that Iran protested the 
implementation of that project on the same grounds. Is there any need for more 
facts and examples to reveal Iranian intentions towards Iraq? 


Mr. Chairman, 


The new Iranian regime has revealed a fanatic Iranian nationalism, full of the 
same old agressive spirit of opposing Arabs and Arabism in the name of a distorted 
and perverted form of religion. These evil sentiments have erupted in action against 
Iran’s Arab neighbours. The new regime has held on to all the gains made by the 
Shah through oppressive use of force and aggression, and began to give expression 
to these aims in various pronouncements. Within this context, it launched the at- 
tempt to give Arab nationalism a bad name by equating it with Zionism, as was done 
by Rajai in his address before the Security Council on October 17 1980. Sadiq 
Rouhani attacked Arab nationalism in these words: “Shi’ism is the nation. It is 
Shi’ism that has led to our struggle for independence against Arab and Turkish 
dynasties; it is Shi’ism that has in the past stirred up our resistance to Arabism.” 
(Paris Match, Paris, February 9 1979). Abul Hassan Bani Sadr assailed Arab na- 
tionalism by claiming that it had the.same characteristics as Zionism: “In my view 
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nationalism, in the Western sense of the word, or rather in the sense of domination, 
is opposed to Islam. Arab nationalism consists in a nation defining itself in relation 
to others in terms of domination; namely, it sees itself as exercising domination over 
others. Arab nationalism has failed because, unfortunately, it has viewed the world 
from this angle of an imported nationalism, imported from the dominant West, 
which it has accepted unchanged. Our revolution, on the other hand, has succeeded, 
not because we are not patriotic or because we are not nationalistic, but because it 
stands on two bases: Iranism and Islam. Iranism, as we see it, reflects Islam. Arab 
nationalism has the characteristics of Zionist nationalism rather than the 
characteristics of Islam. As long as we remain prisoners of such a nationalism, it will 
be a divisive rather than a unifying force, as indeed it has proved to be so far. Arab 
nationalism justifies the existence of Israel in the area. Similarly, the unanimous ac- 
ceptance of the idea of nationalism justifies the Americans in defending their in- 
terests in our countries. Such a nationalism is unacceptable.” (A/-Nahar, Lebanon, 
December 23 1979.) 


Ibrahim Yazdi, in a statement to the New York Times in September 1979, 
claimed that there was no such thing as Arab nationalism. A month later he repeated 
the same statement, adding that Arab nationalism is not based on doctrinal or philo- 
sophical foundations and has no ideological dimensions; it is merely a political iden- 
tity. (Al-Nahar, Beirut, October 1 1979.) 

In a message addressed to the pilgrims to the House of God (in Mecca), Kho- 
meini assailed Arab nationalism in these words: 


It is a well know fact that agents, with a view to sowing strife among the 
Moslems and facilitating imperialistic activities, follow a policy of promoting na- 
tionalistic and national concepts. Now the Islamic creed and the national ques- 
tion have nothing in common, not even one element. The national question for 
Islamic peoples is an entirely different question. The Islamic creed and Quranic 
scriptures oppose such nationalism; it is contrary to the Islamic faith and the in- 
terests of the Moslems. It serves only the interests of foreigners. (Teheran, Farsi, 
September 13 1980.) 


The aim of Iraq is to put an end to the state of conflict with Iran which has ex- 
isted over the centuries, and which has invariably been created by Iran’s desire to ex- 
pand geographically and to impose its domination over the Arab region consisting of 
Iraq and the Arab Gulf. For us, such a state of affairs has always been a source of 
concern, depleting our economic and military capabilities. That aim can only be 
achieved through a definitive and equitable solution for all the outstanding problems 
between the two countries. All that Iraq wants is for Iran to recognize Iraq’s full 
sovereignty over its own territory and the Shatt-al-Arab, to refrain from interfering 
in Iraq’s internal affairs, and to liquidate the expansionist and hegemonist policy 
against the Arab side of the Arab Gulf. 

All this is based on general principles of international law and does not con- 
stitute a unilateral political claim. Such being the case, we should like to reiterate 
what we have been repeating since September 22 1980, namely that Iraq does not 
covet an inch of Iranian territory and that Iraq is willing to withdraw in return for 
Iranian recognition of those just and legitimate rights. 

It is well known to all that Iraq has responded constructively to all the various 
appeals addressed to it for a cessation of hostilities and a peaceful settlement of the 
current dispute with Iran. We accepted Security Council Resolution 479 of 
September 28 1980 calling for a cease-fire, and we notified the Secretary General of 
the United Nations accordingly, as is clear from United Nations document S/17203 
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of September 29 1980 in which we expressed our willingness to abide by the Council’s 
resolution if the Iranian side accepts it. Iran, however, rejected that resolution. In 
response to the initiative and the good offices of the Pakistani President and the 
Secretary-General of the Islamic Conference, we offered a unilateral cease-fire for 
the period from 5 to 8 October which was actually implemented at dawn on 5 Oc- 
tober. Iran’s response to that offer was a large-scale attack on land, sea and air. We 
still support all the initiatives on the part of the United Nations, the Non-Aligned 
states and the Islamic Conference to induce the Iranian side to cease hostilities and to 
settle the dispute by peaceful means. Both now and before entering into war with 
Iran, we have brought our views to the attention of the Arab League, international 
and regional organisations, the Conference of Islamic Organizations and the present 
Chairman of the Non-Aligned Conference by way of official memoranda stating our 
position vis-a-vis Iranian provocations and violations of international pacts and our 
rights and the dangers resulting therefrom. Iraq’s position on all these matters was 
also explained in detail in my address before the current session of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations and during the meetings of the Security Council in 
the last two months. 

Finally, I must state here that Iraq has not entered the war by its own choice; 
Iran imposed the war on us on September 4 1980. We want to end’the war and we 
seek peace, but we are not willing to compromise the rights of the Arab Nation in 
Iraq and in the Arab Gulf no matter how long it will take and no matter how costly 
the sacrifices will be. 


Thank you. 
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